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To Tis PUBLIC. 


Tur uncertainty attending the length of matter Which 
would occur in the ſeſſion, is the only, and, the editor hopen, $ 
ſufficient apology for the unuſual continuationvf the pages aft 
the firſt volume; to remove the inconvenieney attending which, 
an index and title is given, with directions where the binder 
ſhould divide the volumes. He regrets the diſappointment in 
its due delivery, which has occurred for want of proper arrange- 
ments in printing: Such arrangements have been formed as 
will prevent the like in futyre. The editor engages that much 
better paper ſhall be given, and that a number ſhall be 9 
publiſhed in leſs that one week after rhe debate. He nee on y 
refer to the incloſed report as # ſpecimen of ability, but how- 
ſoever arranged, it will yet admit of improyement ; He hopes, 
therefore, that all Whieh experience can promiſe will promote 
its progreſſive value; his aim and greateſt exertiori, together 
with every neceſlary aſſiſtance ſhallcontrribute to obtain approc 
bation, while he determines to be ſcrupulouſly impartial, and 
thus continue to deſerve the effeem and patronage of every 
claſs of citizens, whoſe ſupport, he ſhould fail in gratitude, were 


he not reſpectully to acknowledge. 


Tux important tranſactions which have operated to the ſud- 
den and unuſual convention of Congreſs, muſt beget an anxiety 
in the Citizens to obtain and preſerve an accurate ſtatement of 
the exertions of their Hepeblontarives, fo to regulate national 
concerns, as may be moſt conſiſtent with the honour and happi- 
neſs'of this thriving Republic; it muſt be the ſincere with of 
every good citizen that their attempts may be crowned with 
ſucceſs, that while the nations of Europe are deluged in blood, 
PEACE, LIBERTY, and PROSPERITY, may continue to 
make us happy. ts, 4 o ve Dre Lok 
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DIRECTIONS ro Taz BINDER. 
"ERR fmad hams ir to ant Mt e cher the 
rule of the third volume the addreſs to the public is to be put, 
7 begins. ane.» . {4% : 
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The houſe 3 to conſider the faid report at the 
clerk's table; and ſo much thereof as relates to the petitions of 


Robert Sage and of Thomas Hall, being again read, 


Reſolved, That the prayer of the petitions of the aid Ro- 


dert Sage and Thomas Hall, cannot be granted. 


The committee N A poſtponement of the ae 
part till next ſeflion, as it was too lace in the preſent one to 


get thrbugh the buſineſs. 


Mr. Ames was not fatisfied with the relief poſtpone- 


ment. He need not ſay bow important the commerce ot Boſ- 


ton was. Many ſhips, and what was yet worſe, many lives 


had been loſt. The buoys would probably fave in one ſeaſon, 


more than the whole would coſt. No port in en was of 
more difficult acceis. 

Mr. Swanwick did not think that there was time in the 
preſent ſeſſion for entering upon the buſineſs. Beſides, he was 
at a loſs to know, where the money ſhould come from. He 
wiſhed that to be known before the appropriations were 
made. 

* Mr. Dearborne aid, that the whole expence would. not be 
more than fifteen hundred dollars. There were a great va- 


riety of iſlands and ſhoals, and only a light houſe for che di- 


rection of ſhipping. 
Mr. Ames obſerved, that more time would be ſpent i in 555 


bating about the report, than would have been requiſite for 


paſſing a bill. As to the fact that buoys were greatly; wa- 
ed, it had received dreadful confirmation. No harbour in the 
United States had ſeen ſuch tragedies of ſhipwreck in ap- 
proaching to it. He did not believe that the houſe would re- 
fuſe the buoys. By a delay, thirty times the value of fo tri- 
fling an expence might be loſt. So large a part of the pub- 
lic revenue was collected from that harbour as juſtly entitled it 
to public attention. The memorial was ſigned not only by 
the marine ſociety of Boſton, but by ſo many other reſpecta- 
ble names, and which were known by ſo many members in 
that houſe to be reſpectable, that he could not perſuade him- 
ſuade himſelf of the houſe uffering the matter to go by in this 
war. 

Mr. Coit moved that the report ſhould, be 8 3 
he could not help thinking it a og way of doing buſineis 
to report that there was not time. The committee would not 
have required longer to ſay what was 12 opinion. 

The report was re- committed. 


„ 
Mr. Swanwick, from knie committee of eommefee and 


. EF 


manufactures, prefented, according to order, à bill in ad- 
dition to an act, entituled * an act concerning the regiſter- 
ing and recording of ſhips or veſfels;“ and to an act, enti- 
tuled « an act for enrol ng and licenſing ſhips or yelſels em- 
ployed in the cbaſting trade and fiſheries, and for regulating 
the fame,” whith was received and read the firſt time. 
On motion, 8 CET OE Og 
The faid bill was read the ſecond time, and ordered to be 
committed to a committee of the whole houſe, to-morrow. 
Mr. Coit, from the committee, to whom was referred, a 
motion of the firſt inſtant, relative to proviſion, by law, 
under ſpecific reſtrictions,” for the renewal of deſtroyed 
certificates, of certain deſcriptions, made a report, whic 
he delivered in at the clerk's table, where 7 xy BY Was 
read, as followeth: e n IE 
« That no proviſion apptars to have been made by th 
United States, for the renewal of deftroyed certificates o 
any kind, except thaſe of the deſcription called loan office 
certificates, and thoſe called final fettſements. 
That by reſolutions of congreſs of the tenth o May, 
and eighteenth of July, 1780, 'provifion was made for the 
renewal of loan office certificates deſtroyed, on proper proo 
made of the deſtruction of fuch certificates, tot F be 
of the treaſury. con Willa e 
« That by act of congreſs, of the 24th of April, 1794, 
the proviſions of the ſaid act were extended to certificates 
of the deſcription called final ſettlements ; other regulations 
were made reſpecting the renewal of loan office certificates, 
and thoſe called final ſettlements; and it was declared, that 
all claims for renewal of loan office certificates, and final 
ſettlements, not preſented: at the treaſury, on or before the 
firſt day of June, 1795, ſhould be barret. 
« That by act of congreſs, of the third of March, 1795 
all certificates, commonly called loan office certificates, f al 
ſettlements, and indents of intereſt, outſtanding at the time 
of paſling the ſaid act, and whieh ſhould not be preſented, 
at the office of the auditor of the treaſury, on or, before 
the 1ſt day of January 1797, were declared to be forever. 
after barred or precluded from ſettlement or allowance. 
« That moſt of the caſes ' where certificates of the pub- 
lic debt are faid to have been deſtroyed, took place long be- 
fore the paſſing of the ſaid act of the 24th of April, 17943 
and probably a great proportion of them, before the paſſing 


* 
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r the ſaid reſolution of the roth of May, 1780, front 
which circumſtance, as well as the nature o the ſubject, it 
would be extremely difficult, if not impoſſible, at his tine, 
to guard agal un Aan aa and impoſition, ſhould further p 
cifion be — od xenewing them ; and the committee 2 
not find ſtronget ſeaſons in favour of keeping in force the 
ſtatutes of limitatiom, in relation to any elafs of clainis, 
than to that contemplated iu the reſolution referred to them: 
—They are, therefore, of opinion, that the houfe * * 
not to to the ſame.” 

The kouſe proceeded to conſider the ſaid report; and the 
fame hay — again read, Was, on the queſtion me therein 


greed to by de Lito bl1.; l. 
| Ayes 49. mt. J a. led eb 
; "I | ; | | Noes 37: TUE 305 | * 
Thoſe wh6 voted in « the dates gp ee 
Theodorus Bale, 80 e Leotard, 3 ay 
Abraham Baldwin. W Locks,” 2 bY. 3 
—— Blount, Sambel Lyman” 
eophilus Bradb 5 William Lett 6 
Richard Brent, " Samuel Macher, r d ee t 
Nathan Bryan, Nathaniel Mace, 4A 
Daniel Buck, PFfancis Malbon e, 
Thomab Claiborne, , John Milledge, ” wy r 
Joſhua' Coit, Pb Farkef, 
Ifaac Coles, ; >; 9 r ig 
William Cooper, Francis Preften; 2 " 
James Davenport. John 8. 1 1 
Abiel Foſter, © Thompſon ; Skinner, 3 
Dwight Foſter, © © - Jeremial Mich 8 ps 
Jeſſe Franklin, ftrael Smith, a rat 
Ezekiel Gilbert, © © Ifaac' Smith, © FE 
William B. Grote, Willidtn Swen C S 
Wade Hampton, William Strüqwiek, PEN 
George Hancock, Zephaniah Sit, 1 
Carter B. Re Mark Thomſon, _ © 
Thomas Hartley, .- Joſeph B. Varnum,, 
Jonathan N. Havens, | hs Abraham Venable, x7 2 25 
John Heath, Peleg 1 ha” 
Andrew Jackſon, | | "My Williams. it, 
* Wilkes Kittera, — 
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Thoſe who yoted in the negative, are, 


Dayid Bard, James Holland, 
Demſey Burgess, Andrew Moore, | 
Gabriel Chriſtie, , , _ Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 
ohn Clopton, Anthony New, .. + 
William Craik, | Alexander D. Orr, 
Samuel W. Dana, John e 4... 
Henry Dearborn, Eliſha R. Potter, 
George Dent, . 
George Ege, ohn Richards 
William Findley, . .obert Rutherford, _ 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Samuel Sewall, 15 
Albert Gallatin, Samuel Sitgreaves, 
Nicholas Gilman, Samuel Smith, 
Henry Glen, Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Chriſtopher Greenup, George Thatcher, 
Andrew Gregg, Richard Thomas, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, John E. Van Allen, ane 
John Hathorn, . 4 Richard Win. 


. ; Wa : | MA. 942 71 are 
Mr. Swanwick, from the committee of commerce and 


- manufactures, to whom was re- committed, on the 3oth ultimo, 


the bill relative to the compenfations of certain officers. em- 
ployed in the collection of the duties of impoſts and ton- 
nage, gy mac an amendatory bill relative to the, campen- 
ſations of certain officers employed in the collection of im- 


poſt and tonnage, which was received, and read the fir 


time. . 8 | 32 Henn | 
. The ſaid bill was read the ſecond time, and ordered to be 


committed to a committee of the whole houſe, on wedneſ- 


. nan 
On motion, by Mr. W. Smith, N 

Reſolved, . That the committee of ways and means, to 
whom it was referred, on the 21ſt of December laſt, to en- 
quire and repont whether any, or what alterations are nece 
fary in the laws to enfore the payment of monies due from 
the various revenue officers of the United States, be in- 
ſtructed to report. thereon, by bill, or otherwiſe. * 

Mr. W. Smith, from the committee of ways and means, 
preſented, according to order, a bill to provide more effec- 
tually for the fettlement of accounts between the United 


£ 
, { eh . 
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States and receivers of public money, which was received, 


and read the ſirſt time. 


E 
On metz 12 A007 oy ONE. 
The ſaid bill was read the ſecond time, and ordered to 
be committed 6 4 chmmitee of the whole Houle, on friday 


next. 


On motion, by Mr, Gallatin, n 
R:/olved, That à committee be appointed to enquire into 
the expediency of repealing the reſtriction in the fifty ſixth 
ſection of the act, entitled « an act repealing after the laſt 
day of June next, the duties heretofore. laid upon diſtilled 
ſpirits imported from abroad, and laying others in their 
ſtead; and alſo, upon ſpirits diſtilled in the United States, 
and for appropriating the ſame,” ſo far as the ſaid reſtricti- 
on reſpects any domeſtic diſtilled fpirits, which may be ex- 
ported from the diſtrict of Louiſville, in the ſtate of 'Ren- 
tucky, or from any diſtri which may be hereafter eſta- 
bliſned on the rivers Miffiſſippi or Ohio, or the branches 
thereof, and to 2 * bill, or otherwiſe. © 
Ordered, That Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Coit, and Mr. Skin- 
ner, be appointed a committee, purſuant to the ſaid reſo- 


lution, ' © | | 
The houſe in a committee of the whole on the bill regu- 
lating the military eſtabliſhment, Mr. Dent in che chair, and 
the motion for ſtriking out the clauſe relative to the” three 
regiments of infantry, for the purpoſe of inſerting four, 
being under conſideration: * CONE e 
Mr. Williams ſaid, he did not intend to have ſpoke! again 
on this ſubject, had it not been for ſome obſervations which 
had fallen from a gentleman (Mr. S. Smith) from Maryland. 
That gentleman had "obſerved, that the Tetaining the four 
regiments would not produce-as' many troops as the eſtabliſh- 
ment of 1792, which ad been contended for _ Let 
us, ſaid Mr. Williams, compare the pay of the troops in 
1792, with the eſtimate for the preſent year. The pay of 
the troops in the year 1792 was 147,771 dollars 11 cents. 
The eſtimate for the preſent year for the pay of the troops is 
246,970 dollars 31 cents; if the clauſe is ſtruck out. In this 
calculation, however, is the allowance of the major- general 
and his afds to the time they were to be continued; but, 
when we add the pay of the brigadier- general and others, in 
the bill before us, we may ealculate at feaſt on 250, ooo dol- 
lars. If then, faid My; Williams, we have not as many 
troops now as we had in 1792, how comes this vaſt augmei - 
tation of pay? But the gentleman had omitted to mention 
the twelve companies of artillery, which, with the great ad- 


* 
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dition of officers in conſequence of the changing the eſta- 
ben wh was the cauſe. And, ſaid Mr. illiams, the 
ſtem which he had propoſed. the other day to reduce the 
Fg regiments of infantry to two, on the — principle as 
— eſtabliſhment in the year 1792, would have leſſened the 
enſe, and, had, an equal force; but this was overruled. 
. changing e eſtabliſhment. of 1792, if the motion is 
14 * to, will he an addition of one drigadier- general and 
e officers 5 thereto, two ſieutenant- colonels com- 
mandant, two majors, t two paymaſters, two ſurgeons, four 
Fa con's mates, eight captains, eight lieutenants, and eight 
gns., Let, ſays that gentleman, we ſhall. not have as 
8 5 traaps. as in 1792. Where then is the propriety an _ 
aſking us, ſaid be, to agree to the motion ? If the clauſe 
ſtands in the bill, have we now more troops than will com- 
og the ſixteen companies of artillery, which is 992 exclu- 
ve of officers, and three regiments of . infantry, agr greeably 
to the eſtabliſhment of the 28th of May; 1796, whic 
amounts to bs „, non- commiſſioned officers, muſicians and 
ee - wh 101 being added together, makes 2498, exclu- 
five of eee If theſe are nearly the number now in ſer- 
vice, as was ſed to be the c aſe by the Vue from 
Maſſachuſetts 1 8 Dearborn) = by the by is all the in- 
formation we have, why augment that — 4 We find in 
the eſtimates 16,000 dollars for bounties, premium to offi- 
cers, & c. Should the reduction take place, the greater part 
of this ſum would ngt be wanted: The expenſes of the Gs 
pital department in the year 179% was 4,835 dollars 65 
cents; in the eſtimate for the preſent year it is, 30,000 · doi 
lars. In ſhort, ſaid. Mr. Williams; let gentlemen turn over 
che eſtimates, and pauſe for a ment, and he was conft- 


dent the mage, would not obtain. 
If the bill is paſſed as reported, we ſhall then have oo 
ile ue one.quarter-malter-genexal, one. i 


general, one paymaſter-general, four Heutenant-gglonels 
commandant, ten majors, four ſyrgeons, 9 trig ſurgeons 
mates, one pru eipal artificer, one ſecond artificęr, four pas 
maſters, five adjutants, forty-two captains, fixty-cight; lieus 
tenants, twenty-four enſigns; total 186 officers, and 2493 
non-commiffoned officers, muſicians and privates. Theſe: 
he contended, were {ufhcient for a peace e bliſhment, and 
bo be ſtationed ag follows n the ſea-coaſt ſix companies; 

rgia hve companies; in. Tenneſſee three companieg 3 
at the Natches three companies; near the mouth. f the 


( 393 >) 


Ohio one c ; near the mouth of the Ilineis one com- 
pany 3 on lake Michegap two companies; e 
two companies z Detroit r fort 3 the wrt 
mi one company; fort Ne nay aac ao 
que Iſle one company; companies; ego 
one company; ag EB ny 3 Allegany one com- 
pany; fort Hamilton, &c. three companies; total forty 
companies, which is acepegling, to cee the 
bill. 
Mr. Williams ſaid that nere 
by the aeg of war to be kept at Netroit,, was about. 2 
regiment, /- This, he ſuppoſed, was in conſequence of its 
being ſaid, that a number of inhabitants adjacent [thereto 
were unfriendly, If this was the caſe, which he did not be- 
lieve, they muſt in June or July next, by. the treaty, either 
remove or be conſidered as American citizens; ſo that in 
either caſe the number contemplated would not emen 
Mr. Williams faid he was perſuaded that the number. of 
officers/ and men contained in the bill before them, was 
adequate to a peace eſtabliſhment. . Had the an's 
motion been for an additional battallion of artilleriſta, it 
would, in our preſent ſituation, have had; weight with him; 
becauſe the duty of the artillery is not merely mechanical, 
but requires 0 be ſtudied. If this is omitted, and, any dif- 
ficulty were to ariſe, the want of experience would be detri- 
mental; for, if we are inexperienced, the buſineſs muſt be 
2 che hands of foreign adventurers, ſoldiers pf fortune. 
f, then, we can make a ſaving in the infantry, and. qugment 
| our defence on the ſca-coaſt, by improving qur fortifications, 
and in the protection of our commerce, quglit we not to 
embrace it? Have not that claſs of our bitizens, hp have 
laid out vaſt ſums in buildings, $6. in our capitale, demand 
on us for protection; and in doing this are we not ſecuring 
our rexenue f What is, the. ſituation of our. fortifications, 
harbours, &. Are they not im a ſituation truly diſcouraging 
to the, citizens? It is a duty indumhent on us to 1 every 
neceſſary and and prodens meaſure 2 
and yi 53 50600 k % 111 47598 03 trat! 
The motion x TA * {aid Mr. Wüiamg fü fox a defence, 
where it is declared, by-thoſe who: are moſ}-kely-to1be in 
danger. if any, difficulty ſhould ariſe with the Indians, no'dan- 
ger is to be apprrhended. Who then isthisfprce;to-benefit ? 
The gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Coit) — — 
ſure him from the gepredation of the Indians; for, when 


„ 


they were aided b y Burgoyne's army, they did not get within 
one hundred miles fr that gentleman; and if the gentleman 
from Maryland is under any apprehenſion, thoſe on tlie fron- 
tiers of Pennſylvania will check any invaſion towards them. 
He was ſorry to hear the gentleman from Connecticut make 
the motion, becauſe he had generalty found him an econo- 
miſt. It was but a few days ſince he moved to ſtrike out a 
few dollars for a door-keeper, whilſt this item would ſave 
at leaſt 100, ooo dollars. Mr. Williams obſerved, that the 
gentlemen in favour of the motion had two objections to the 
clauſe. The one was they were afraid of the Indians, and 
the other that it would be imprudent to diſcharge the offers. 
With reſpect to the firſt, ſaid Mr. Williams, urileſs that 
gentleman” ean make it appear it is for the intereſt of the 
ndians to go to war, he could not entertain an idea that it 
would be the caſe; and if it were ſo, what would that eſta- 
bliſhment be towards the defence of this country? If à war, 
was to be a ended, are the troops we now have properly 
ſtationed? Not even a ſergeant's guard is contemplated in 
the paper Fam the ſecretary of war, on or near lake Cham- 
plain. They had no troops, nor were there any on the fron- 
tier, from the ſea in the province of Maine to Ofwego. The 
militia, he conceived, were the beſt troops on the frontiers, 
and the 5 —— may on the ſea-coaſt. The latter ought 
to be chief 
With reſp N to the ted std off the ehe, it is only to 
examine the” different laws by which they were created of. 
ſi ers, in which we find there is an uniformity of ſentiment, 
that they are only to ſerve a given time, but any part, or the 
whole, to be diſcharged when not wanted. The ſecond and 
third ſections of the act of the ꝗtli of May, 1794, Trohibit 
any enliſtment after three years from the time of paſſing the 
act ; and in the ſixteenth ſection of the ſame àct it is de- 
clafed; the-prefident may order the forbearance tb raiſe or 
to difeharge any part, &c. From theſe obſervations, it ap- 
pears the vicers! kriew when they were appointed, upon what 
principle the appointment took place, and it was o tional for 
them to accept or not. It is a poor compliment p to an 
officer to be told, '* Sir, 155 ſervice is no longer winted, 
= ſearing you cannot ſupport” yourſelf, we will ſupport 


u.“ Let us, ſaid Mr. Wilen pay them welt for a tea; 
Lonable time, and give t them a chance to enter into a buſineſs 
more ſerviceable to the community; - and even in this caſe 
we ſhall ſave the ſubliſtence, Kc. Mr. Williams obſerved, 


oy 


that he was apprehenſive we ſhould, do the officers:much 


eater injury to keep them in ſervice, and not pay them; 
| 24 ſaid. he, in taking the yeas and nays, he had obſerved 
that gentleman had voted, to xetain the payment;and had op- 
poſed the direct tax. If gentlemen's obſervations are to be 
relied on, that the laying on more duties on impoſts will not 
augment the revenue, and no other tax is agreed on, Where 
is Nie money to come from to pay theſe troops; for his part, 
he ſaw the difficulty. The ſeſſion is ſo near the cloſe, ſaid 
he, that little can be expected to be raiſed, this year by a 
direct tax. The difficulty of arranging ſuch a law, the 
paſſing of it this ſeſhon was doubtful. If, Mr. Williams 
laid, the bill was according to his wiſh, he ſhould vote againſt 
it, if the produce thereof was to be appropriated to troops 
which he conceived were not wanted. Direct taxes never 
ought to be impoſed, unleſs our commerce is interrupted, 
or for the expreſs purpoſe of diſcharging the national debt. 
Mr. Cooper ſaid he highly approved of faving money, and 
was no friend to ſtanding armies z but, when it as propoſed 
to diſband a part of our little army, for the — of ſav- 
ing money, and that at the expenſe of a reproach upon the 
nation, he could not content himſelf by giving a. ſilent vote 
upon the occaſion. When they were about to ſtarve their 
public officers, by refuſing to advance their ſalaries; when 
they talked of ſtopping the building of our frigates, and ſuſ- 
fering them to rot upon the ſtocks; when they were propoſ- 
ing to diſcharge one regiment of our infantry out of four— 
he thought ſuch meaſures were diſhonourable to the United 
States as an independent nation, who had friends and allies 
with grezt and reſpectable nations, who might read that the 
legiſlature of this country was engaged in diſcuſſing the pro- 
priety of making a ſaving in its expenſes, by ſtriking off 400 
men from its army. Wonderful calculation! to ſay that 
three regiments are neceſſary, but that four are not. 
Notwithſtanding this calculation, he ſhould make a different 
one, which he thought would juſtify him in voting ſor the 


preſent motion. If it was true, what his colleague. (Mr. 


Williams) had ſtated laſt ſeſſion, that great advantages were 
to ariſe from a trade with Canada (and he believed it were) 
it followed, that we required as many troops to keep poſſeſ- 
ſion of the poſts formerly occupied by the Britiſh, as were 


employed in them by them, or more, becauſe, he ſaid, we 


muſt make Hors of entry and delivery on the margin of our 
country. He hoped, therefore, Eis colleague would be con- 


( e ) 

vinced of the impolicy of triking off one regiment! from oui 
preſenit eſtabliſiment. Beſte; e ſaid, if we were thus to 
ſtrike off our officers, we Gould not nd wen gen en. 
ſerve us in future, when deffities g- 

Mr. 8. Smith ſaid, —— — 

called upon to give an atebunt of the poſts NH Ven the 
men were to b ſtationed; and the number which could be 
required. They had found it diffeult to obtain information 
22 'Fhe fecretary of war had chem onl7 
eee of men em- 


| ployet. i He He tad, mv obtamed other information, 
e beli 


cortecł, with refpeck to the poſts 
＋ Ain fatirs; and the purer, ei men | 
——_ He fa hey war ng 1 


N Total, 2520 4 x 
In 1792; Mr. 8. bac the eſtimate was 1025 Enten and 4 
300-arteliery, making 22 20, and, according to. the prefent 5 
eſtabliſhment; he (ald, there were | 
Four regiments of r which, when full, ae 0 
One do. | Artill cry, . "IN 75 4 
| 2907 

This wilder 1 Arent dt the e DF 
ways complete,” and therefore if 15 per cent. were deducted 
it would give the real number. The liſt he had given con- 
templated nearly an equal number of men for the Southern 

— rontier. 
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The gentleman from New York (Mr. Williams) had made 


ſome objections which it Pa. be neceſſary to notice. He had 


ſtated the pay of the eſta lifhment in 1 792 to be 147,000 
dollars; but he would recollect that then the pay of the men 
was only three dollars a month, whilſt at preſent it was four. 
He ſhould alſo recolle& that there were now fix companies 
of artillery more than 1792; and if he took this variation of 
price, with that of a dollar a month, it would be found to 
come to much the ſame thing. There was a great difference 
alſo in the price of rations. Floup at Pittſburg was then at 
three dollars, now it was eight often. Beef and all other 
ſupplies were in the ſame proportion, and therefore no won- 
der need be made at the difference of price, as it aroſe out 
of the natural courſe of things. There was a great differ- 
ence alſo in the price of cloathing, for, ſince 1791, ths duty 
upon articles iniported had been nearly doubled; 

When the gentleman from New York ſpoke of the inili- 
tia as a proper defence for the frontier, he contemplated his 
own ſituation only. The diſtance between the frontier and 
parts where any militia could be had, was too great to think 
of wholly relying upon them; in ſome caſes upwards of 
three hundred miles. It was in a few parts pnly, where mi- 
litia could be called upon. He had heard with pleafure, ſome 
days ago, what the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Page) had 
ſaid on the ſubject of the poſt which was cut off by the In- 
dians in 1791, owing to its being too weakly garriſoned. 
The Spaniards had alſo ſuffered a fimilar loſs from the ſame 
cauſe. This was the way, he ſaid, in which experience was 
purchaſed ; and if -the people murmured at ſuch events, they 
could tell them they had acted from economy. 2 

The gentleman had ſpoken of the ſix regiments being re- 
duced to four laſt ſeſſion. They were not really reduced, 
but newly organized, and fixed as a permanent eſtabliſhment: 
How could officers, therefore, contemplate a diſcharge at 
the end of ſix months: They could not poſſibly; and he 
truſted they ſhould have more fieadineſs than now, to change 
what they had then fixed. _ | | | 

Mr. Gallatin wiſhed to make a remark ot two upon what 
had fallen from the gentleman from Matyland (Mr. Smith.) 
He thought, by his ſtatement, he had brought the matter to 
iſſue. If from the ſtatement of the poſts which that gentle- 
man had produced, he could ſhew ſeveral of them to be un- 
neceſſary, and which never had been thought of till lately 
it werd be a concluſive proof that as many men as were 
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eſtimated to be neceſſary for them, might be deducted from 


the number which that gentleman ſuppoſed to be neceſlary, 


and leave a ſuihcient number behind. 
Chicago, at the ſouth' end of lake Michegan, -near the 


head. of the Hlineis river; Opie on the river Illinois, and 


Caſchatca near the mouth of the Illinois river, would not 


be neceſſary. Whilſt we had a chain of ſts from fort 


Wayne to Detroit, there was no occaſion for any one the 
outſide of theſe. If it were ſaid they were for the ſake of 
trade, he would anſwer that if they were not there, the In- 


dians would come forward to the neareſt poſt. Theſe were 
new eſtabliſhments, and the troops might well be faved that 


were intended for theſe poſts. 

Again on the Miſſiſſippi. He agreed it would be » 
to have a poſt at the Natchez, but why at Walnut Fills ? 
There was not a fingle inhabitant within fave hundred, miles 
of that place. 

Theſe deductions would make a ſaving of ſix companies. 
In the next place, the four companies propoſed for Otſego, 
Franklin, Pittſburg and Waſhington, were unneceſſary. 
Theſe, he ſaid, were ſettlements, and ſtood' in need of no 
military to defend them. The only plea for ſome of theſe 
poſts was: to keep up a communication between the Ohio 
and the lakes; but this might be done by a ſtorekeeper, as 
he hoped it would not be thought neceſſary to have a poſt 
with troops wherever they fixed a ſtore. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he ſhould not enter into detail with re- 
ſpect to any of the poſts already in poſſeſſion of the United 


States. He would take it for granted that the ſtatement was 


right. It was enough to ſay chat thoſe which he had menti- 


oned might be done without. 
The gentleman from Maryland had made a ſmall miſtate- 


ment with reſpect to the artillery. He had ſtated the pre- 


fent artillery at 764 men, whereas they conſiſted of 992 non- 
commiſſioned officers and privates. It was from thence it, 
reſulted (to which he alluded the other day) that our eſta- 
bliſhment, if reduced to three regiments, would be greater 
than it was in 1792. It was then two regiments of 960 
men each and one battallion of . artillery, whercas at preſent 


we ſhonld have had three regiments of infantry of 480 men 


each, and four battallions of artillery. 
He ſhould not make any further obſervations af preſent, 
as his only intention Was to remark upon the Ratemons 


which had been laid on the table. \ We 


Py 
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Mr. Cooper faid there ſeemed to be a miſtake in con- 
founding Oſwego with Otſego; the former was a ſettled 
place, but not the latter. | 

Mr. Rutherford was ſorry to hear-the reviclemen — 
on this occaſion to keep up a military force. As for his part, 
he ſaid he was @ rowgh Son of Nature? and ſhould not pre- 
tend to dictate to gentlemen of information; but he muſt 
be permitted to deliver his ſentiments in his own 2 way. 
Where, ſaid he, is the great characters of 1776? How are 
we changed in the ſpace of fourteen years! Then, every 
man was ready to defend his country; but now we were 
calling out in the tone of "women, Save this great confedera- 
tion, by the ſkeleton of a fourth regiment of infantry and 
two troops of horſe!” When, ſaid he, ws can raiſe 200,000 
generous republicans, and 100,000 on horſeback ; when the 
people are double and trible to what they were during the 
revolution, and yet ſhall we ery out, ' laye us, with a 
few hired troops!“ 

How would Warren and Mercer, with a * train of 
heroes now no more, bhuth for their degraded ſons, were 
they now to behold them in their cry for a ſtanding army! 

The people, ſaid he, loath the idea of ſuch a thing; and 
1 hen it is conſidered what a ſcene of idleneſs and its con- 
quent vices, ſuch an eſtabliſhment 8 all good citi- 
zens ought to loath it. | 

Mr. Holland ſaid four reaſons had been urged for the 
preſent motion; the firtt, was as being neceſſary to defend 
our frontiers againſt the 1 the ſecond for the pur- 
poſe of keeping up military diſciplines the third, in order 
to keep up an experienced ſet of officers; the fourth, as 
't reſpected our chief magiſtrate elect. As he had been 
anticipated in ſome of his obſervations, he ſhould be as con- 
ciſe as poffible in what ke offered to the conſideration of the 
committee. gy 

With reſpect to defending the 3 it was altogether 
matter of opinion, as to what number of troops were ne- 
ceſſary for that purpoſe. No two gentlemen ſeemed to 
agree of this point. The gentleman from Maryland had 
preſented them with a liſt of the poſts neceſſary to be gar- 
riſoned, and the number of men requiſite for each; but 
the gentleman from Pennſylvania had ſhewn ſeveral of them 
to be unneceſſary, and he muſt own that he coincided in 
opinion with that gentleman, becauſe knowing him to live 
upon the frontier, he believed him to be a much better judge 


— 
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of -what was neceſlary. for'its defence, than any. gentleman 


who lived at a diſtance. Arguments for increafing military: 
ſtrength on, our frontier, did not come with a good grace. 


from gentlemen who lived far removed from danger. If 


entlemen who were inhabitants of the frontier were ſatis- 
i he thought thoſe who lived at a diſtance might make 


themſelyes eaſy on the ſubject. 


When the queſtion was before the houic the other day, 
the gentleman —_ Georgia voted for the reduction of the 
four regiments to three. Georgia had an extenſive frontier; - 
yet, it ſeemed, they did not- think this additional regiment 
neceflary. South Carolina had no - frontier. The ſtate of 
Teneſſee had a large frontier, and he believed the member 
from that ſtate had voted for the reduction. Kentucky was 


alſo ſurrounded by ſavages. That ſtate was alſo intereſted 


— 


in the keeping up of a ſtanding force, as it afforded a mar- 
ket for their produce; yet one of the gentlemen from that 
ſtate voted againſt the fourth regiment. The ſtates of Penn- 
fylyania and New Vork had frontiers, yet the gentlemen _ 
living upon them had voted for decreaſing the military force. 

This evidence was ſo ſtrong to his mind, that the three re- 
giments would, be ſufficient, that he ſhould certainly vote 
againſt the preſent motion. 

With reſpect to diſcipline, troops placed at ſuch a diſtance 
from each other as theſe would be, could anſwer but little 
purpoſe in this way | | 

In reference to the officers which a reduction would diſ- 
place, it was true ſome derangement would be occakoned ; 
and he ſuppoſed they might not altogether be ſatished with 
it; but the queſtion was, are they neceſſary ? If not, they 
ought to be diſmifſed, and- they ſhould rather rejoice than 
otherwiſe that the country is in a ſtate to do without them. 
He ſhould think no man of ſpirit would chyſe to receive 
his country's money, when he was ſenſible his ſeryices were 
not wanted. | ; | ; "xt? 

With reſpect to what had fallen from the gentleman from 
Maryland, as to the effect a reduction of the military force 
might have upon our new Preſident, viz. that if any diſaſ- 
ter were to happen to this country, it would be ſaid, if 
George Waſhington had been at the helm, ſuch a misfor- 
tune would not have happened. Who, he aſked, would 
ſay this? Only ſuch as took a ſuperficial view of the mat- 
ter. This was a ſtrange kind of reaſoning, He did not 
think it neceſſary to keep up a fourth regiment on thig 
ground, Td : 
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Taking theſe four reaſons together, they amounted to no- 
thing, but that a large military eſtabliſhment was wiſhed to 
be kept up in time of peace; and he believed any military 
they might conclude to have, might as well remain in the 
ſea ports as go upon the frontiers, as they were of little uſe - 
in protecting the frontiers. Men placed in ſuch poſts ſel- 
dom went farther from their ſtation than the length of their 

un-ſhot, whereas the militia purſued an Indian, when he 
Pad done injury to himſelf or neighbour. But ſome gen- 
tlemen, perhaps, think the militia ſhould not purſue the In- 
dians in this way, when they commit murders on the fron- 
tiers, but, for his own part, if an Indian were to come in- 
to his neighbourhood and -do * a material injury, he 
ſhould purſue him.. 

Mr. Holland faid, they ought at this time, to be very. 
careful how they expended the public money. On this ac- 
count, he thought it was unneceſſary to occupy ſeveral of 
the poſts which had been mentioned; at Detroit and the 
Natchez poſt might be neceſſa K 

The gentleman from New ork (Mr. — had faid 
all the poſts ſhould be garrifoned as ftrong] gly as they were 
garriſoned by the Britiſh, and the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. Murray) had compared our ſituation with Ruſſia. Ho 
did not think it neceffary to compare this country with ei- 
ther of thoſe nations, nor draw our neceſſities for military 
force from them. Our citizens were always ready to de- 
ſend themſelves, and wanted not the examples of other na- 
tions to urge them to their duty. | 

Mr. Heath ſaid he was not in the houſe when this/ſub- | 
ject was formerly under diſcuſſion; he ſhould wiſh; thert- | 
fore, to ive a few reaſons why he ſhould vote for ſtrik- | 
ing out this clauſe. The only ations given for retaming it 
were two; one on account of public economy, and the 
other becauſe it was not neceffary to occupy all oy K 
which had been mentioned. 

Economy, he ſaid, was of great conſequence. be was an 
advocate for it: He knew the diſtreſſed fituation of the 
United States for money, and he would grant that it was 
a good argument againſt unneceffary ſpending money; but 
he was afraid, leſt while they were talking about peace on 
the frontier, that peace ſhould be broken. For, he would 
alk any gentleman who had ever attended-at all to Indian af- 
fairs, whether ever a permanent peace could be had with 
lavages ? Nay, he ſaid, it could not be expected, ſince even 


EX: e 
European nations kept peace no longer than whilſt it ſuited 


their intereſt. 0 
On account of the acceſſion of territory which we had 
gained by treaty, it was neceſſary it ſhould be defended. 
Perhaps it would be better for us, he ſaid, if we confined 
our dominion ; but, having unfortunately extended it, it 
was neceflary to take care of it. Since 1792, he ſaid, we 
had gone down the Miſſiſſippi more than 500 miles, and, in 
- conſequence, poſts were neceſſary to be kept up there. Let 
us advert, ſaid he, to this circumſtance, and fay whether, 
when four regiments were neceſſary before this acceſſion of 
territory, they were hot neceſſary now; if they were neceſ- 
» Whether, merely from a ſqueamiſh economy, they 
would reject one of them. If they were to do ſo, it might 
prove an ill- timed parſimony, which they might have cauſe 
to repent f. LES: 
He deteſted a large military eſtabliſhment, he ſaid, as 
much as his colleague, when in peace, and would watch 
over it with, as much jealouſy; but he would not on that 
account refuſe to. keep what was abſolutely neceſſary. If 
four - regiments were agreed to be kept up, he ſaid they 
would never be full; and, if they were reduced to three, 
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not more than two thirds could be expected to be always 


in readineſs. And were theſe, he aſked, ſufficient for the 
defence of the United States? He denied it, and thought 
the time an extremely improper one to think of reducing 
the military eſtabliſhment. If it were, indeed, to increaſe 
it, he might object to the meaſure ; but when it was mere- 
ly to leave it in ſtatu quo, he had no doubt on the ſubject. 
Indeed, were they to make the propoſed reduction, it was 
probable the Indians might hear of it, and it might have the 
effect to encourage them to make war upon the frontier 
as no peace could be ſaid to be held with them, at beſt it 
could only be called a truce. _ | C 
Mr. Hartley ſaid, as. he was one of the committee, he 
thought it neceſſary to ſay a few words more on this ſub- 
ject. The gentleman who had been up had faid, it was 
very ſtrange that the militia was not relied upon. This ſub- 
ject, he ſaid, had frequently been brought forward; but it 
had been thought neceſſary to have regular troops on the 
frontiers, and that the poſts ſhould be extended into the 
Indian country, for the purpoſe of cultivating harmony with 
the Indians. He ſpoke of the advantages which would be 
derived from the fur and ſkin trade, and of the neceſſity of » 
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keeping. up poſts to protect that trade. It had been ſaid 
that the poſts at Pittſburgh. and Waſhington were unneceſ- 
ſary ; but, as he had before obſerved, the men could be em- 
ployed in working the batteaux, & c. | YI 

The eſtabliſhment. laft ſeſſion, he ſaid, was conſidered as 
a peace eſtabliſhment. The Preſident fince that time, had 
organized the troops; the officers and men had been order- 
ed to their ſtations, and ſome of them had already reached 
their deſtination in the frozen regions of the north; not ap- 
prehending that as ſoon as they were fairly arrived there, 
they would hazard being diſcharged: from their ſervice, and 
left to get home as they could. Sava 
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He was for economy, he ſaid, but he was alſo for ſup- 
porting the government of our country; ſuch a number of 
troops as were convenient, and which prevented our citi- 
zens from being too often called upon, he was ſupporting 
and it was a little extraordinary that gentlemen from the 
| frontiers. ſhould be ſo much in fayour of calling out their 
fellow-citizens to the frontiers for the purpoſe of defending 
them againſt the ſavages. et ca Tad £ 

If the reduction took place, the deficiency would be 
made by militia at three times the expence. As to the ex- 
pence of the regiment in queſtion, he doubted not our ci- 
tizens would be ready to pay it, and if a land-tax was found 
to be neceſſary, he would rather pay it, than have an In- 
dian war. 5 WS” g 

The queſtion for ſtriking out was taken, and carried 42 
to 41. The committee roſe and had leave to ſit again. 

Adjourned, ö : 
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Mr. Madiſon, from the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of Hannah de Neufville, reported, that the 
ſervices and ſacrifices of the deceaſed John de Neufville, 
during our revolutionary war, as ſtated in the memorial, 
conſtituted a reaſonable claim in behalf of his diſtreſſed 
widow and children, on the juſtice ef the United States, 
but it would be impoſlible to aſcertain and liquidate the 
lame in a preciſe ſum ;. but the committee propoſed as equal 
and right that 3000 dollars ſhould be allowed to be equally 
divided amongſt them. This report was read a ſecond time, 
and committed to a committee of the whole on Friday. - | 
A report from the ſecretary of war, incloſing a liſt of 
invalid penſion applicants belonging to NewsJerſey, who 
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had been te-examined accbrding to a former reſolution of 
congreſs. Referred to the committee of claims. 
Me Harper laid on the table a ſet of reſolutions as to the 
1 of taking evidenee on conteſted elections. 
Mr. Harper called up a ſhort reſolution relative to ſtrik- 
out of a reſolution Which he laid on the table the 6th 
of January laſt, that part which directs the ſalaries of offi 


cet. to be ſtat u.: on a diviſion. 


0 Ayes wh 85 | ; / 


Mr. D. Fofter from the committee of chains ee on 
the ſeveral petitions of Auguſtine Biddle, Demſey Burgeſs; 
Phillip Buſh, Samuel Brook Beale, «Mary 8. Jones, Emory 
Sadler executor of William Wright, and John Ward, pray- 

a renewal of loſt certificates: the committee reported 2 
biution that they ought not to be granted, and on the 
queſtion being put for the bouſe-ts concur; Mr. Rutherford 
moved à poſtponement” of the cafe of Phillip Buſh: After 
ſme diſeuſſion in favour of the poſtponement by Mefirs 


Ames, Rutherford and Claiborne ; and againſt it by Meſſrs 


Dent, D: Fofter and'Coit, the houſe concurred with a poſt- 
ponement to the firſt! Menday in December next. 
Bee 1 Ayes 3 1. 
Noes 21. 
On motion of Mr. Dent the other petitions were alſo 
poſtponed. 
Mr. D. Foſter reported ori the petition of Anna Welſſi 


vho prayed for the ſeven years half-penſion to which ſhe 


believed herſelf entitled, on account of her huſband having 
been flain in the Penobſcot expedition. The report was 
againſt the petitioner, , as the proviſion alluded to did not 
extend to Officers in the Navy. It was referred to a com- 
mittee/of the whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Milledge preſented the petition of Charles Jackſon, an 
enſign in the late war, praying for redreſs on aceount of 4 
loſt land warrant. Referred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. Henderfon propoſed a refolution to the Houſe rela- 
tive to an Act paſſed laſt ſeſſion for ſuſpending the duties on 
Snuff, which expires at the cloſe of this ſeſſtion, but, on be- 

ing informed the committee of commerce and manufactures 
had the ſubject under conſideration he withdrew it. 

A meſſage was received from the Senate, informing the 
houſe they had agreed to the reſolutions for calling upon the 
debtor _ with OE to which _ requeſted 
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the concurrence of the houſe of repreſentatives. It was 
twice read, and referred . to a committee of the whole to- 
ee. 105 5 ee 
A bill was alſo received from the Senate for increaſing 
the compenſations of the members of the legiſlature, ani 
certain officers of government, which was read, and on mo- 
tion that it be read a ſecond time, it was carried 33 to 30. 
It was accordingly read a ſecond time. | | | 
This bill contemplates an advance of 5,000 dollars to the 
preſent ſalary of the Preſident of the United States, and 
2,000 dollars to the Vice-Preſident, to commence on the 
Ath of March next, arid continue for four years; and that 
the members of the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
the ſecretary of ſtate, the ſecretary of the treaſury, the ſe- 
cretary of war, attorney- general, poſtmaſter- general, aſ- 
ſiſtant poſtmaſter- general, comptroller of the treaſury, au- 
ditor, regiſter, commiſſioner of the revenue, accountant of 
the war department, the ſecretary of the ſenate, the clerk 
of the houſe of repreſentatives, and the principal clerks 
employed by them, the ſergeant at arms of the houſe of 
repreſentatives, the door-keepers and aſſiſtant door-ke A 
of both houſes, have an advance of 25 per cent. upon their / 
preſent compenſation, a. 
Mr. Parker moved that the farther conſideration of this 
bill be poſtponed till the firſt Monday in December next. 
He ſaid, they had lately had the ſubjeQ of augmentating 
the ſalaries of all the officers. here mentioned, except the 
Preſident and Vice-Preſident and themſelves, under conſi- 
deration; and as they had reſolved to refuſe an advance to 
others, he truſted they ſhould alſo refuſe it to themſelves. 
= thought the preſent an improper time to go into the ' 
ſubject. | | 1 e ; 
Mr. Hartley wiſhed the gentleman would conſent to ſome ' 4 
day next week. He could not fay he was ready to agree to 
the whole of the advances propoſed ; but he wiſhed the ſub- 
ject to be taken into conſideration, and perhaps by the time 
1e had mentioned, they might have ſome farther information 
on the ſubject of our finances. . wenge, . 
Mr. Macon ſaid, the moſt — 5 way for the gentleman” _ - 
from Virginia to obtain his object, would be to move to have 
the bill committed to a' committee of the whole, and ads 
he order of the day for the 4th of March. whe : 
Mr. Parker made that motion. | EO 


. | C 4 


( 1 | 


Mr. Hartley, hoped. this motion would not be agreed to, a6 
it 8 Wanne to get rid of, the buſineſs which, 
he did not approve. He would either have the bill negatived 
at once, made the onder of ſome day in the preſent ſeſſion, 
ny ce till the Werte, „ „„ I 
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5 % gentlemen had no doubt 2 right to govern 


their own. votes according to their own notions of: propriety,z, 
no man had a right to preſcribe to another; his conſcience 
was no rule to any other man; but he thought he was autho- 
rized to ſay, they neither, had, nor claimed a right, to do a 
right thing in a wrong way. To agree to the motion pro- 
poſed, «would. be an inſingere way of putting a negative upon 


the bill; he truſted, gentlemen who wiſhed this, would do. 


% % & «2 & 


on the, queſtion, without-taking, this circuitous, way of, put- 
ing an end to the buſine(s. | 


this way. of, diſpoſing of the buſineſs, called for the cenſure 
- which. the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts had thrown upon 


_— 


Mr. Buck was oppoſed to putting off the gueſtivn till the 
time contemplated by the preſent motion. To get rid of 
the buſineſs in ſuch a way, woüld be d ſcending om that 
ſtate of independence which the ought to 'preferve, and 
would have the appearance of & lig — or 'afiother 
branch of gorernment. - If they Were preparet{ to meet the 
queſtion, Key might as well meet it now as theny to ygrce 
to the motion propoſed, would ſhew yo of cowttdive, 
and effectually put it out of theft per to conſider ind de- 
termine upon the ſubject. | The ſenite; He Taid, had found 
ſufficient reaſon to originate this bill, and Ke thought, if it 
were only out of complaiſance to them, the ſubject ſhould 
not be treated itt the way propoſed, It was fra, that this 
bufineſs had already Been decided, but he did not think ſö. 
There had been nb general*propofition' fot angHlenting com-. 
penſation. They had kad the ſubject under view partially; 
but he knew there were ſome members (he kttew: of de at 
leaſt) who voted againſt ary partial advance, betauſe they 
thought it ſhould be general. This was his motive. He 
thought all the officers of government were upon an cal 
footing, and therefore he voted again drancing the falary 
of one, and not of another. Not betauſe he*thought they 
were already ſuſfictentiy compenſated ; he did not think they 
. T RANG 1033) DO nn 
He wiſhed; thetefore; the 5 0 for a general augrhenta- 
tion to come under diſcuſſion; if he ſhôuld be convinced an 
advance was improper, he ſhould give it up, ayd ſhould” be 
againſt putting the buſineſs off to a time hen it could not 
be confider@QJ57 fu nn 4 20 THE 1 2ht gt) he ORR ety 


Mr. Hartley again urged the/proptiety of poſtponing for 

a ſhorter ericd. He And er eo e # oy 
Mr. Macon ſaid he was oppoſed to the bill in toto, and 
he confidered the motion of the gentleman from Virginia 4s- 
meant to try the queſtion. He wiſhed it to ſtand for the ith 
of March as at firſt propoſed,” becayiſe if it ſtood for the 3d 
the ſubje& might be called up and ated upon on the laſt 
day of the ſeſſtion. He ſhould, therefore, renew the 4th of 
March; betauſe if there were a jmafority who wiſhed the 
bill to be „ ag Per defirable that as little time as poſ- 

ſible ſtiould be loſt upon the buſineſs. | Ih 
The queſtion for poſtponing till the 4th of March was put 


— 


aug 


and negatived, 46 to 45. | 
3 9 3 then moved to have it poſtponed till the 3d of 
arch. | x : $57 
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Mr. Henderſon thought it more proper to poſtpone till the 
zd than till the 4th, e was ready, he ſaid, to meet the 
queſtion either in a direct or indirect way. He had made a 
calculation, and found that the advances propoſed would 
amount from 100 to 110, 000 dollars. Mr. Henderſon be- 
lieved our finances were not in a ſtate. to admit of this ad- 
dition to our expenſes; beſides, he truſted every neceſſary 
of life, would ſoon be reduced in price ſo as to render any 
advance. of ſalary to our officers, unneceſſa x. 
Ihe queſtion was put and negatived, 57 to 332 
On motion of Mr. Hartley, Friday week was propoſed, 
and . irs being only 35 votes for it. | _ 
Mr. Gallatin moved that the buſineſs ſhould be made the 
order for this day. He faid he had yoted for poſtponing it 
till the 4th of March, with a view of getting rid of it; but 
ſince it myſt: be conſidered, he wiſhed it to be diſpoſed of as 
„ nen ß 
oP Mr. Sitgreaves propoſed it to þe made the order for Mon- 
Gay. #24, LD mr; ah. bienge: 2:11 . 
Ihe ſenſe of the houſe was firſt taken for Monday and 
negatived, there being only 41 votes for it. It was then 
put for this day and carried, there being 58 votes for it. 
| The houſe en again reſolved itſelf into a committee cf 
the whole on the act regulating the military eſtabliſhment, 
. Mr. Dent in the chair, and went through it, without farther 
amendment or debate. The committee accordingly roſe, 
and reported the bill with the amendment. The houſe took 
it up, and the amendment being under conſideration, 
Mr. Holland called for the yeas and nays upon it. 
Mr. Findley ſaid, it would. be recollected by a number of 
members in that houſe, that he had always heretofore been 
in fayour of increaſing the army, .as well as the rations and 
Pay of our troops. It might he thought therefore, when 
he now voted for reducing it, he ſhould not act conſiſtently; 
but he believed himſelf perfectly conſiſtent, His abject in 
increaſing our military ſtrength was, by increaſing our force, 
to put a more ſpeedy end to war, Heretofore, he ſaid, they 
had 5 had eſtimates from the. proper R. 
which ſhared a part of the reſponſibility with them; but, 
on this occaſion, they were groping in the dark. Every in- 
formation which had been given, had rather been matter of 
opinion of individual members and of the ſecretary of waz, 
than official; therefore, every one was at liberty to exerciſe 


* 


* 


his own opinion, 


; ( 38g 9 


As far as he was acquainted with the buſineſs, he believes 
there was no neceſſity for all the poſts which had been men- 
tioned. There was no occaſion for 22 trœeps at Pittſburg, 
and very fe 4 Franklin'or\Preſqu” It had 'been ſaid 
the men might be employed in the batteaux; if: this were to 
be the caſe, it ſhould be fo ſaid in the law, iis it had not 
been uſual, nor did he believe the men would be willing to 
be ſo employed. Beſides, he believed it Would be much 
better to hire men for this purpoſe when they were wanted. 
And if the ſupplies were to be tranſported: — land, perſons 
could always be hired for the purpoſe. There was no need 
of guards, he ſaid, in that country, as it was ſettling very 
rapidly, and no danger was apprehended from Indians. He 
believed half the number which hadi been mentioned would 

be ſufficient. for: fott Franklin. If, indeed, it was made a 
depot, a larger guard would be required. The only danger 
from the Indians there was when they came acroſs the lake; ; 
when they did this, they did it very Maden. 

But gentlemen ſeemed to have miſtaken the object of 
theſe troops. They were ſpoken of as if they were neceſſary 
to defend the 3 They were not wanted to defend 

any thing but the poſts; —4 were of little uſe in deſending 
the frontier. The ſometimes, indeed, gave information 
of an attack, arid ſometimes not; but the defence of the- 
frontier muſt always reſt upon the people themſelves, either 
in the form of militia or in rangers. This wes the way in 
which ſettlements muſt be protected in caſe of war. Where 
there were ſettlements, there was, therefore, no need of 
poſts. And a ſmall force was only neceſſary in the poſts, as 
the Indians would- ſeldom attack a poſt, knowing: the force 
which was in them. The greateſt danger | in poſts was, from 

tae Indians ſurrounding and ſtarving them out. He remem- 
bered an inſtance of this kind at fort Lawrence, 1421 

It had been ſaid that the number of men in ſervice would 
always be onesthird Jeſs. than the nominal number, from a 
variety of cauſes. He ſhould wiſh to provide againſt this 
by raiſing the wages, of the men, or by any other way. He 
did not want ſkeletons of regiments z — if this evil exiſted, 
he ſhould wiſh to cure it. He ſhould vote for the reduction, 
becauſe he thought three regiments would provide. men 
enoough for all the purpoſes for which they were wanted, 

Mr. Rutherford again entertained the houſe on this ſub- 
ject, and in the courſe of his remarks he ſaid, « he loved 
2 ſoldier, he had been a ſoldier himſelf, and had Jong marche 


/ 
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ed and r in his couiitry's cauſo, br nothing u NS 
aun bi : 5 
Feen a 0 tre on th Following words, wins; 
end be it furthbr enatted, That the prefident./of the 
* nited States cauſe to be arranged the officers, non- com- 
miſfioned officers, privates and muſicians, of the four regi- 
ments of infantry, and two companies of light drigoons, 
mnow' in ſervice, in ſuch manner, as to form and complete, 
out” of the ſame, three regiments of infantry; and the ſa- 
umerary officers ſhall be conſidered; from and after the 
_ laſt day of June next, diſcharged from the me of = 
United States“ 46:24 


The queſtion was taken, that the boufe do Abe with oY 


committee of che when houſe, in the ſaid amendment, 


K And reſolved i in- che affirmative, . 5 


4. 
The yeas and nayt being demanded mn one ben of the 
JI ener ILL AI 


Thoſe who voted | in the + armies, are, ee 
Fiber Ames, John Wilkes Kittera, 


—— e * bs George Lebnard, 
bv rs Bradbury, Samuel Un, 
Chriſtic/, James Madiſon, — 
: «more Coĩt, Praneis Malbone, 1 " 
William Cooper, John Milledge, bit 
Willlam Craik, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 5 
Samuel W. Dana, William Vans Murray, 
James Davenport, Alexander D. Orr, 
Henry Dearborn, ' John Page. 
George Dent, Joſiah Parker, gu 
"George Ege, 2 John Patten, | | 
Abiel Foſteer,r Elitha R. Potter, 
Dwight Foſteer,, Francis Preſton, 
Ezekiel Gilbert... Samuel Sewall, 
Henry Glen, f ' " Batnwel Sitgreaves, N 
Chauncey Goodrich, Nathaniel Smith, 
Andrew Gregg, llſrael Smith, 
Roger Griſwold, Samuel Smith, 
George Hancock, William Smith, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Thomas Sprigg, 
Thomas Hartley, Richard Thomas, 
John Heath, | Mark Thompſon, 
Thomas Henderſon, John E. Van Allen, and 


William Hindman, Peleg W ndfworth, 
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Nn Baer, 4: 5 5 \ a2 Andrew Ice 924392 vntvig 
David Bard, E 1 — Jackſon; * 5 73 (301 
Thomas Blount, Matthew Locke, it i! acl 
Nathan . . h Kor 
Daniel Buck, 1 . f ee: * 
Demſey Burges, * bester 
Samuel ]. Cabell, -- * 7 3 bon 
Thomas. — 5 ti>89 
John Clopton, . 3 ö 
Iſaac Coles, s 4 (24 —_ 2. 
Willam Findley, J]uohn 8. Sberburne, u Tee 
Jeſſe Franklin, | Thompſon J. or 94 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Jeremiah Smith, | 0 71h 
Albert Gallatin, Iſrael Smith, Pos, ib 
James Gilleſpie, ' Richard Spriggy jun. TEES, 
Nicholas Gilman. John Swanmicks -* _ 
Chriſtopher Greenup, . Zephaniah Swift, 

William B. Grove, George Thatcher, 

Wade Hampton Juoſeph B. Varnum, 

Carter B. Harriſon, Abraham Ram,” 
John Hathorn John Williams, ane 
* Had, 5 2 Richard Winn. man 
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Mr. S. Smith ſaid ae miles xy bad Viſhed to 

reduce the number of troops, had ſaid they ſhould have no 
objection to make an 2 — — 1 when they- were 
diſcharged; to their expe ome. He would bert 
a new Zion, to this effect, vi. 
« That every commiſhoned: officer who may have: been 
deranged under the act for aſcertaming and fixing the min- 
tary eſtabliſhment of the United States, 0 or under r 
act, ſhall be allowed dollars.“ Ag 

This bill was — wan engrofſed for a third reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Harper laid on che table ſeveral oſblutioniaj Pop 8. 
a mode of taking evidence in caſes of conteſted ele&ions.” 

Mr. W. Smith, from the committee of ways and means, 
reported a bill to provide for the aſſeſſment and collection of * 
rect taxes; alſo a bill for laying a direct tax upon the 
United States. They were twice read, and ordered to be 
committed to the ſame committee of the whole on Monday. 

Mr. Parker moved. that the houſe ſhould go into a com- 


U 
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mittee of the whole o the/bill-frons the ſenate, reſpecting 
an augmentation of compenſations ; but he gave way (after 
giving notice he fouldveall up the ſubject to-morrow morn- 
ing) to the taking up Mr. Harpers reſolution, laid upon 
the table ſome days ago propoſing tb reſcind that part of a 
former reſolution, Which had paſſed” the houſe, calling for 
certain annual ſtatements from the ſecretary of the treaſury,. 
reſpecting the. duties laid un each ſeparate article, which're- 
lated to a liſt of, revenue officers, with the allowance paid to 
each. He alledgeth chat the furniſhing of theſe liſts: would 
prove troubleſome to the office, and could be of no real uſe 
as the ſum total would be furniſhed, and as they might at 
any time get the particulars by an application at the office. 
Mr. Gallatin differed in opinion, and thought it very neceſ- 
fary to have thęſe ſtatements; and he ſaid there could be no 
- difficulty in furniſhing the individual ſums paid to cach * 
ficer, ſince they muſt be known to make up the an Tal 
The — os and RR - to 1 wal gh th 
Adjourned, TIT KO LAT TONS 
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MX. Sed Glen the committee of . add” 
manufactures, made report on the petition of ſundry manu - 
facturers of chocolate, who complain of the heavy duty u 
on cocoa, being an injury. to the buſineſs, and recon 
ed a reſolution to the following effect: 

«5..Reſolved, that the additional duty of, two: cents per Ib. | 
impoſed on cocoa, by an act of the 7th of June, 1794, 
ought to be repealed after the day of next.“ 

e was read the * time, and referred to 
the committee of the whole to whom was referred · the re- 
ſolutions on the ſubject of indirect taxation. | 

The bill in addition to the act for fixing and eſtabliſhing 
the military eſtabliſhment of the United States, was read 

the third time, the blanks filled up and paſſeec. . 
Mr. Dwight Foſter from the committee of claims, made 


reports on the petitions of Robert Mumford, James Bro- 


therton, - Eliſha Holcomb' and Francis Macdonald, which 
were ſeyerally againſt the petitioners, and were concurred 
in by the houſe. | 
The ſpeaker informed the houſe that the hour was come 
at which they had appointed to meet the ſcnate, for the pur- 
poſe of counting the votes for, and declaring the election of 


( 1.393 } ; 

a Preſident and Vice-Preſident of the United States; and 
that the clerk would inform the Senate they were ready to 
receive them. ad, xg 

The clerk accordingly waited upon the Senate, and the 
Preſident and members of the ſenate, ſoon after entered and 
took their ſeats, the Preſident on the right hand of the ſpea- 
ker of the houſe'of Repreſentatives, and the members of 
the ſenate on the ſame ſide of the chamber; when the Pre- 
dent of the ſenate (Mr. Adams) thus addreſſed the two 


houſes : 


« Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the Houſe of 


% þ 


Repreſentatives. 


« The purpoſe for which we are aſſembled is expreſſed 
in the following reſolutions [He here read the reſolutions 
which had been entered into by the two houſes relative to 
this huſineſs.] I have iedeined packets containing the cer- 
tificates of the votes of the electors for -a Preſident and 
Vice-Preſident of the 1Jnited States from all the ſixteen 

ſtates of the Union: I have alſo received Dupticates of theſe 
- returns. by Poſt from fifteen of the ſtates. No duplicate 

from the ſtate of Kentucky is yet come to hand. | 

5 It has been the practice heretofore on ſimilar occaſions, 
to begin with the returns from the ſtate at one end of the 
United States, and to proceed to the other; I ſhall there- 
fore do the ſame at this time.“ „ 

Mr. Adams then yen up the packet from the State of 
Tenneſſde, and after having read the ſuperſcription, broke 
the ſeal; and read the certificate of the election of the Elee- 
tors. He then-gave it to the clerk of the ſenate, requeſting 
him to read the report of the electors, which he accofding- 


ly did. All the papers were then handed to the Tellers- 


viz. Mr. Sedgwick on the part of the ſenate, and. Meſſrs. 
vitgreaves and Parker on the part of the houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives; and when they had noted the contents, the Pre- 
ſident of the Senate proceeded with the other ſtates in che 
following order: ' | 
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All the returns having been gone through, Mr. Sedgwick 
reported, that, according to order, the Tellers appointed by 
the two Houſes had performed the buſineſs aſſigned. them, and 
reported the reſult to be as above ſtated. 

The Preſident of the Senate then thus addreiſed e two 
Houſes: TE IO | 


„ Gb of the Senate, and Gentlemen of the * of 
: Reprefomtariver, | 


cc By the Report which has, bean made. to me by. the Tellers 
appointed by the two Houſes to examine the yotes, there are 

1 votes for John Adams, 68 for Thomas Jefferſon, 59 for 

homas Pinckney, 39 for Aaron Burr, 15 for Samuel Adams, 
11 for Oliver Tikworth, 7 for George Clinton, 's for John 
Jay, 3 for James Iredell, 2 for George Wathington; 2 tor 
yo Henry, 2 for Samuel Johnſton, ang 1 for Charles C. 

inckney. The whole number of votes are 138; Jo votes, 
therefore, make a majority; ſo that the perſon who has 71 
votes, Which is the higheſt number, is elected Prelldent, and 
the perſon who has 68 votes, which is the next higheſt pum- 
ber, is elected Vice-Prefident.” | 

The Preſident of the Senate then fat down for 3 moment, 
and riſing again, thus addreſſed the two Houſes: 

« In obedience to the Conſtitution and laws of the United 
States, and to = commands of both houſes of Congreſs, ex- 
preſſed in their reſolutions paſſed the preſent ſeflion, I declare 
that JoRN Apans i is elected Preſident of the United States, 
for 4 years, to commence on the 4th day of March next, and 
that THoMas JEFFERSON is elected Vice-Preſident of the 
United States, for four years, to commence on the 4th day of 
March next. And may the Sovereign of the Univerſe, the 
Ordainer of Civil Government on Earth, for the preſervation 
of Liberty, 23 and Peace amongſt Men, enable them 
both to diſcharge the duties of thoſe offices, conformably to 
the Conſtitution of the United States, with conſcientious di- 
ligence, punctuality and perſeverence.” 

The Preſident and Members of the Senate then retired, 
the Houſe came to order, when Mr. Sitgreaves made a report 
on the buſineſs, which was Foun and ordered to be entered on 


Fae | Journ als. | 
2% Adjourned. 
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Mev D. Foſter reported on the petitions of Fire 
Fonda, Edward Lacey, John Walters and Andrew Dunff 
comb, which was unfavorable to the petitioners, and to which | 


the Hoſe agreed: - 


The report on the petition of Comfort Sands and cond 
was read, and referred to a committee of the whole, on 
Tueſday next! It was ordered to be printed, along with the 
report of the Secretary of the Treaſury therein referred to. 

Mr. Sitgreaves, from the joint Committee appointed to 
contar with a Committee of the Senate, on the fubject of the 


election of a Preſident and Vice-Preſident, made a further 
report, viz. that they had agreed with the Committee of the 
-Senate to recommend to the Houſe of Repreſentatives the | 


following Reſdlution: 
Reſolved that the Clerk of this Houſe be directed to 


give, by letter, ta the Vice-Preſiderig elect, notification of his 


election.“ 1 cnt pd 1. 
This reſolution was agreed to; but ſome tine aſterürck, 


Mr. Parker, (one of the Committee) withed it to be reſcinded, 
as he underſtood, though the committee from the Senate 


had concurred in this mode of notifying the Vice-Preſident 


of his election, the Senate would not agree to it, but 2 * 
co follow the mode adopted on a former occaſion, via. a 
meſſage was ſent from the Houſe of Repreſentatives to the 


Senate, directing that the perſons elected ſhould be notiſied 
in ſuch a manner as they ſhould direct. He wiſhed, there» , 
fore, to prevent delay, the reſolution might be reſcinded aud 


a different one agreed to. This motion occaſioned atgood 


deal of converſation. It was obſerved by the Speaker that 


the reſolution was already before the Senate (where it ſeemed 
it was not intended to be ſent, as it was a diſtin&-reſolution 


of that houſe, a ſimilar one to which was propoſed, for the 


adoption of the Senate by the joint committee). It was at 
length, however, agreed to be reſcinded. Immediately after 
which la meſſage was received from the Senate, informing 


the Houſe that they had diſagreed to the reſolution,” and ap- 


pointed a committee of conference. The Houſe accordingly 


took up the meſſage, and alfa agreed to of 5A à committee 


+ of conference. 


Mr. Livingſton ſaid that he bad * time ſince laid a re- 
ſolution on the table for an inquiry into the title of the United 
States to lands weſt of Penziylvaniaz that a minute inveſti- | 


* 
% 
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gation 1 of the buſineſs Had convinced him; that however the 
title might ultimately be found to Rand; yet it was of a nature 
that would require more time than could properly be given 
to its determination during the ſeſſion. In the mean time, 
he ſaid; it had been ſuggeſted to him, that the intereſt uf in- 
dividuals might ſuffer while the buſineſs was before the Houſe, 
and therefore, under theſe circumſtances; candour 
that he ii withdraw the eee which he es 
cordingly did. : 

Mr. Beudorhe bet the Houſe to go into „Concise. 
- of the whole on the Miktia Bill. 

Mr. Parker was apprehenſive that ſubject — Aube 
more time than they ſhould have to give it this feſſion. He 
hoped, therefore, the gentleman would. wave his motion, 
and ſuifer the bill from the Senate for, augmenting the com- 
penſations of the Membels of the Legiſlature and certain 
officers of Government, for a lirnited time, to be taken up. 

Mr. Swift ſpoke againſt taking up the Militia. Bill, and 
Mr. Hartley in favour of lt, when the queſtion was put for 
going into a mae of the ne, the Militia 5 and 
negatiyed 42 to 6. 

Mx. Parker then ed his inotion, dend the — re- 
ſolved xſelf into a committee of the whole on the bill reſpect- 
ing coinpenſitions. Mr. Muhlenberg in che chair; wien 
Mr. Parker moved to ſtrike out the firſt elauſe. He 
thought it neceffary to make ſome additional allowance to the 
Preſiderit, but he would do it in a different way from that pro- 
poſed, When the preſent Preſident came into office, he ſaid, 
he had a quantity of furniture preſented him, which might 
now de nearly worn out, and be of little value.” It might 
be proper, therefore, to purchaſt new furniture for the;gentle- 
man juſt elected. It would be alſo during the period of the 
preſent preſideney, that government wonld remove to the 
Federal City, which would be attended with a. good deal of 
expence to the Preſident. - He ſhould wiſh, therefore, that a 
proviſion ſhould be made for defraying that expence, and al- 
io for the purehaſing of new furniture; but ſhould be oppol- 
cd to the making of any addition to the ſalary at preſent. 

Mr. Hartley ſpoke in favour of retaining the clauſe. | 

Mr. R. Sprigg ſaid he ſhould vote againſt the propoſed 
advance of ſalary, and could not conſent to any other mode 
of augmenting the preſent compenſation allowed to the Pre- 
ident. He could by no means agree to the plan propaſed by 
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8 gentleman from Virginia ; for, if they were · to renew 
furniture of the Preſident every. four ar eight years, it wauld 
bo found a pretty expenſive huſineſs. That gentleman had 
alſo mentioned the removal of the government, as taking 
place during the next Preũdeney: but, he ſaid, the new electi- 
on would happen about the time only of removing the go- 
vernment, and proviſion, for paying that æxpence might be 
- made at that time. He thought the ſalaries were already 
ſufficiently high, and that it would be with di faculty that mo- 
ney was found tb pay the preſent expences of government. 
Mr. Williams was of opinion, on the ſcore of economy, 
that it would be better to advance the conmpenſation of the 
Preſident in the way propoſed by the preſent hill, and let him 
purchaſe his own furniture, than to purchaſe new furniture, 
which, perhaps, when the government was FEIPOvghs None 
not be ſuitable for his houſe in the Federal Citi. 
Mr. W. faid, he was one of the committee on the ſubjegt 6 
of compenſitions, and they endegvoured to aſcertain whether 
the 25,000 dollars allowed to the Preſident were an ade uate 
compenſation. It was generally believed it was not. They 
cgdugght, he ſaid, to enable their firſt magiſtrate to live in a, tile 
becoming his deuten All their executive officers. ſhould 
receive ſuch falaries as would enable them to fee; company 
agreeably to their rank, otherwiſe the reſpectability attache 
to thoſe offices would ſuffer greatly in the public ei | 
| hopes therefore, the ſection would not be ſtruck out. 
Mr. Buck ſaid, as the motion now made was fo. try the 
principle, it would be well to go into an examination o the 
Duſineſs. He ſaid he had never been a' champion for kein 
ſalaries, or a ſtickler for lowering them; but as the chen 
was brought before them, he ſhould chearfully declare his 
ſentiments upon it. He conceived the true queftion to. be 
whether it was right and juſt that they ſhould augment... 5 
ſalaries of the officers of government and the members of 
| 7 or whether the preſent compenſations were juſt 
and adequate to the ſacrifices which they made in undertak- 
ing the buſineſs of government. - Becauſe he did not believe, 
with ſome other-gentlemen, that they; were to eſtimate the 
compenſations of their officers in proportion as money was 
ſcarce or plentiful in the Treaſury; nor did he believe there 
wasa real diſtreſs in government for want of money, but that 
their difficulties aroſe from a difference of opinion in that 
houſe on the mode of raiſing money. He believed there 
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vas no occaſion for hypocrify in the buſineſs; he was willing 


(39% | | \ 


dere perſons who thought government ſquandered away the 
—— that its officers divided the loaves - and tiſhes 
amongſt them; and that the only way in hich this profu- 
ſion af expence could he checked was by purtuing- a iyſtem 
of direcł taxation, ' whieh would make the people feel the 
amount vhich they cortributed to the ſupport of government. 


to 

to pay them. Neither, ſaid he, is public ſentiment ſo de- 
bald as not to approve of any meaſure which ſhall be taken 
to ſecure a hñindfome maintenance for our officers. There 


to ſtite the Whole truth plainly to his conſtituents.” He N 
ſhould not think of telling them they were giving too high | 
ſalaries for their 6fficers; when he kijew, that owing to their 
inſufficiency, they were diminiſhingtheir own private tortunes. 
Nor did he witho intfench on his own'property in ſerving 
the public; he believed there was no-occation:for this! He 
ſhould, therefore, ſpeak plainly to them. rot th 24 pf 
Mr. B. faid, he would enquire whether the preſent ſalaries 
was areafonable' and juſt compenſation for the fervice per- 
formed. In ref pect to the Pretident of the United States, it 
was ſaid that he had already 2 large falary, lie knew that 
25,000 dollars had a great ſound in the ears of many, but he 
truſted the people of the United States not only poileſſẽd juſt 
news of government, but that they alſo poſſefled virtue to 
ſupport the juſt meaſures of government, and would not con. 


and never took from the government more than har 
ſupport his table, eithemduring the war or during his Pr 


| To the vhole ſum allowed. him by law... Byt Were 4 
dy living ina ecken e and ſplendour? H 
this was not the opinion of — me Shat 
chen, dhe preſent; 


States, he aſked, wiſh their firſt magiſtrate; t0 be place i 
meant to make ample proviſion for his ſupport 3. ang. 1 kn 
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footing, as not to be looked downupon byofficers from forgig! 
countries whom ed in a lower. ſphere. | Therefore, mhen 
they lookell te We reaſon. af the thing, ang. ound, 1 
preſent ſalaries; were unequal to their Jupport,. not in the 
ſtile of ſplendour obſervedin foreign: courts, hut accorg}i 


g. to 
the manner of living in. Philadelphia, would thęy not. be 


willing to increaſe them I He believed they Mud. 


3 
to? 


deney. And, what he aſked, did theſe expences amount 


always to expeſt to have a Preſident who wguld give his. {cr 
vices to his country? Or had thePrefident ſe a bac; example, 
ed 


belier 


of, f 
34. 5 NAI! 35 ian ns! W 4 
defray the expences of his table, if this compenſation was not 


countries. 127 


advanced, how were. ſuture. eſidents to come forwa d, do 
ſupport the ſame ſtile? they could not go, it Wop ing 


ing on their own fortunes . And do the citizens of the 


this ſituation? He could not think ſo. Her believed | 5 
| the 
preſent proviſion was. found inadequate. they would, 7 


enable tlrem to make fortunes out of them, 


have them ſufficient. to 


certainly was not; and, therefore, convinced as he was that 
. the people of the United States were willing and able to ſup- 


Ld 


. reaſonable, it could not now 


1 


port the expences of cheir government, and that they wiſhed 
their officers to have a juſt and reaſonable compenſation, 
which ſhould not only enable them to make a reſpectable ap- 

pearance in the eyes of theit own citizens, but in thoſe of 


foreigners, he ſhbuld have no ſcruples in giving bis conſent 


to the advances propoſed. 

As to the compenſation allowed to the members of that 
houſe, here he had knowledge; he could ſpeak from experi- 
ence. He could ſay that he had diminiſhed his income 100 
dollars a year ſince he had a ſeat in that houſe. Did his con- 
ſtituents, he aſked, wiſh this? He believed not. They did 
not wiſh him to intrench on his private fortune, whilſt he 


was ſerving them, They did not expect him to {quander 


away their money in profuſion ; nor did he, he lived in the 
moſt ec Boche ſtile; but they wiſhed his reaſonable erpen- 
ces to be paid. 

Beſides, faid Mr. Buck, were the rates of compenſition 
when firſt eſtabliſhed, eſtabliſhed upon this principle? He 
thought not. They were then _— to be a juſt 
and reaſonable conipenfation ; and, if it was not then un- 

be reaſonable: Was it right, 
he aſked, when every kind of labour was higher one 
third or one half than at that time, that the compenſativns 
allowed to perſons employed by government, ſhould remain 
ſtationary ? He could not conceive that this was either juſt 


or proper, or that the citizens of the United States wiſhed it. 


- If any concluſion might be drawn from the practice of 
individual ſtates, they ſhould be warranted in making the 
propoſed advance, ſince many of their legiſlatures had ad- 
vanced the pay of their members. Indeed he believed the” 
people were generally convinced of the neceſſity of airing 
the compenſations allowed to the officers of government an 
members of the legiſlature, under the preſent. circumſtances. 
Mr. Buck faid he was not for making a permanent increaſe 
of ſalaries, except to the Prefident and Vice-Preſident. He 
did not conceive that the members of the Legiſlatures ought 
to have more than was ſufficient to ſupport them, without 


obliging them to infringe upon their own fortunes. HE wiſh= 


ed the advance thereof, to operate no longer than until the 
preſent exiſting circumſtances were removed; he ſhould move, 


therefore, to have the duration of this regulation fr one year, 


inſtead of two, as it was poflible in the mean time the price 
Vol. II. 3 * 
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of liv ing might be ſo reduced as to make the additional allow- 


ance no longer neceſſary · Ff Bb" As 
Mr. Rutherford ſaid, if gentlemen reaſoned together for 
a moment, they would be convinced, this meaſure was altoge- 
ther improper and unjuſt. Our preſent preſident, ſaid he, is 
looked up to with reverence, as to Cincinnatus, as a good re- 
r n 
When the commiiſſioners from the Republic of Holland 
went to treat with Spain, they went in /a ſtile of ſuch fimpli> 
City as to command the greateſt reſpect. They afterwards ap- 
ointed a ſtadtholder, a man of great reputation and patriot- 

iſm, doubtleſs, like our preſident; but, as ſoon as they ſuffered 
themſelves to loſe ſight of their ſimplicity and plainneſs of 
manners, and got into the policy and.ſplendour of courts, th 
were enſlaved by their ſtadtholder; for, within theſe - few 
years, the office of ſtadtholder had been declared hereditary, 
What an extravagance, faid he, is this ! That a man ſhould be 
born a Stadtholder or a King ! And added he, whilſt the Ro- 
man people maintained their ſimplicity of manners, whi 
Cincinnatus was amongſt them, they were a happy people; 
but, when they loſt ſight of their plainneſs of manners, they 
loſt ſight of _ happineſs. "= 
Let us look, ſaid he, at our fiſter riſing republic, and ob- 
ſerve how they are doing away all pomp and peageantry in their 
government and country, and aiming at a ſumplicity of man- 
ners; but, ſaid he, Ii fear we have not loſt fight ſufficiently of 
Kings, prieſts, and courts.” This was his dread. It was ne- 
ceſſary he faid, to bound theſe ideas, Patriotiſm, he ſaid, 
could not be purchaſed, and ſhould they deſpair of getting a 
man to fill the office of preſident without they increaſed the 
falary ? Muit they hire a man for this purpoſe ? No, they 
ſhould not be obliged to do this; there would always be found 
men of abilities and patriotiſm, to fill that office, without any 
view to pecuniary advantage. | , 

Mr. Dent ſaid, the queſtion was to make an amendment by. 
ſtriking out the firſt ſection. Being in favour of that part 
which contemplated the addition of 5000 dollars to the ſa- 
lary of the Prefident, and oppoſed to any addition to that of 
the Vice-Preſident, he withed the queſtion divided,. in order 
to accommodate his vote. 53S 55 5 

The chairman ſaid the motion was to ſtrike out the whole 

ſection, and it could not he divided: 
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The motion for ſtriking out was then put and carried, 59 
| members being in favour of it. 

Mr. Parker then 'moved to ſtrike out the ſecond {eAtion, 
which, if a to, would deſtroy the whole. * 

The motion was put and carried. Ayes 53. 

The committee then rofe and the houfe took up the buſi 
neſs. 
Mr. Harper hoped the report would not be agreed to. He 
faid, he had voted to ſtrike out the additional allowances to 
the Prefident and Vice-Preſident, becauſe whatever neceſſity 
there might be to advance the ſalaries allowed to them, yet the 

7000 dollars propoſed would be more properly divided amongſt 

numerous GRe ers who require bounty. He thought the 
ſame as to compenfations to members of the Houſe oi Se- 
nate. Many of your officers, ſaid he, have but juſt means to 
exiſt, It any thing could be ſpared he hoped it would be ap- 
plied where it was moſt wanted. He hoped and truſted the 
houſe, before they increaſed the ſalaries of that deſcription of 
people, (executive officers, &c.) would firſt be well ſatisfied 
they wanted it. He thought upon examination it would be 
found ſome of thoſe officers did need an advance. He men- 
tioned the comptroller of the treaſury, and ſome others who 
were inadequately paid. He would wiſh'it to be divided ſo 
that a juſt diſtinction might be made, as ſome part he ſhould 
ſupport and ſome reject. f the queſtion could not be divided, 
he ſhould vote againſt the whole, rather than agree to the ad- 
dition propoſed. Mr. H. thought it very nece ary that ſome 
parts of the bill ſnould paſs. He could give his reaſons, but he 
did not wiſh to recapitulate all the arguments that could be ad- 
duced to ſhow the propriety of his ideas, that men of talents 
be employed in offices of truſt, ſome of-which were not ſuffi- 
ciently paid to invite ſuch characters. He hoped hefore the 
decifion, gentlemen would look over the liſt of officers in- 
cluded, and think whether, from recurring to their preſent 
allowance there was not ſome danger of loſing them, wkhout 
additional compenſation. If on going over them one by one, 
there ſhould be but one valuable officer in this ſituation, . he 
hoped that one would be attended to. He ſhould have men- 
tioned ſome of theſe ideas before, but for the rapidity with 
which the vote paſſed the chair. He hoped they ſhould diſ- 
agree to the report of the committee of the whole, lo as tg 


go over the whole of the items. „ OY 
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Mr. "Ie ſaid, from a view of our revenue and 
this was not the time to increaſe ſalaries. He thought in pro- 
portion to the hardneſs of the times, every officer in the go- 
vernment ſhould. conduct his mode of living; every perſon 
feels in proportion. If the falaries of the oh of govern- 
ment was to be increaſed becauſe living was more expenſive, 
it was proportionable as to thoſe people who would have to 


pay the propoſed addition. He would rather loſe a good | 


officer than agree to this bill in any form. He thought it 
would have a very miſchievous tendency. The houſhold ex- 
pences of thoſe officers had better be retrenched then additi- 
anal taxes ſhould be laid to increaſe their ſalaries. 

The queſtion was _m one fifth of the inembers, 
to be taken by yeas and nays, That the houſe do agree with 
the report of the committee of the whole, in eee 
to the ane and reloived i in the affirmative. 


Yeas 58. : (4 
Nays 38. | W- 
1 * 

Thoſe who voted in the affirmative are, 
Theodorus Bailey, Jobn Hathorn, | 
Abraham Baldwin, Jonathan N. Havens, : 
David Bard, 4p John Heath, 
Thomas Blount, 6 'Thomas Henderſon, 
Richacd Brent, / James Holland. 
Nathan Bryan, Andrew Jackſon, , 
Demſey Burges, SGSGcecorge Jackſon, _ by 
Samuel J. Cabell, Matthew Locke, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, William Lyman, 
Thomas Claiborne, ' Samuel Maclay, 
John Clopton, Nathaniel Macon, 
Haac Coles, James Madiſon, 
William Findley, - John Milledge, 
Jefſe Franklin, Andrew Moore, 

Nathaniel Freeman, j jun. Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 
Albert Gallatin _ Anthoriy New, _— 
James Gilleſpie, | John Nicholas, op 
Chriſtopher Greenup, Alexander D. Orr, 
Andrew Gregg. John Page, nn 
William B. Grove, J 
Wade Hampton, ohn Patten, 

George Hancocky Francis Preſton, 


Carter B. Harriſon, John Richards, 


r ikke. me oo 


„ 


John S. Sherburne, Mark Thomſon 

Tompſon J. Skinner, William Van Cortlandt, 

Iſrael Smith, - Joſeph B. Varnum, 42 

Richard 8prigg, jun. Abraham Venable, and 

Thomas Sprigg, a Richard Winn. 2 

Thoſe who voted in the negative, are, 4 

Fiſher Ames, Edward Livingſton, * 

Theophilus Bradbury, Samuel Lyman, 

Daniel Buck, Francis Malbone, 

Joſhua Coit, William Vans Marray, 

William Cooper, | Eliſha R. Potter, 

William Craik, John Reed, 

Samuel W. Dan, Samuel Sewall, 

James Davenport, Samuel Sitgreaves, 

George Dent, Jeremiah Smiith, 

George Ege, 5 athaniel Smith, 

Abiel Foſter, Iſaac Smith, 

Dwight Foſter, | | Smith, 

Ezekiel Gilbert, | illiam Smith, 

Nicholas Gilman, .. _  ZephaniahOwift, t,, 

Henry Glen, ' George Thatcher, q 

Chauncey Goodrich, Richard Thomas, 1246 

Roger Griſwold,  '  JohnE. Van Allen, 

Robert Goodloe Harper, Peleg Wadſworth, and 
William Hindman, - John Williams. 


A meſſage was received from the Senate informing the 
Houſe, that the Vice-Preſident had laid before them the fol- 
lowing communication. RE oe 
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cc Gentlemen of the Senate, 53d PR 


ce In conſequence of the declaration made yeſterday in the 
chamber of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, of the election of a 
Preſident and Vice-Preſident of the United States, the record 
of which has juſt now been read from your Journal hy your 
Secretary, I have judged it proper to give notice, that on the 
4th of March next, at twelve o clock, I propoſe to attend again 
in the chamber of the Houſe of Repreſentativeg,. in order to 
take the oath preſcribed by the Conſtitution of the United 
States to be taken by the Preſident, to be adminiſtered by the 


406 
Chief Juſtice, or ſuch other Judge of the Supreme Court of the 


ſnited States as can moſt conveniently attend, and in caſe 
none of thoſe Judges can attend, by the Judge of the diſtrict of 
Pennſylvania, - bels 
United States, as may find it convenient to Honour the 
tranſaction with their preſence.” oo en 
: The Clerk of the 5 Senate alſo communieated the follow: 
ing reſolution. 
4 Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to join ſuch 
Committee as may he appointed by the Houſe of Repreſen- 
fatives, to. confider 'whethre any, and if any, what meaſures 
hall be adopted for the further accommodation of the Pre- 
ſident aſter the 4th of March next; and that Mr. Sedgwick, 
Mr. Tazewell, and Mr. Reed, be'a a joint Canimittee" on the 
part of the Senate.“ e 


Mr. Ames prefented a petition from the e ee ; 


of Cordage in the State of Maſſachuſetts, praying t for wa 
creaſe of duty to be laid on cordage i imported SHE 

Mr. 'Malbone preſented a ſimilar petition rod Tross 
in Rhode-Ifland, and Mr. Livinſton one from New-York, 


all of which were referred, to the eee, of 8 


and Manufactures. e 
Mr. Livingſton alſo preſented a petition From the Inſpee- 
tors of the Saen, of New-York, praying for an increaſe by 
Galary 
Referred to the Committee of the whole on compenſation 
to. thoſe officer. 
2 Mr. Livingſton alſo, preſented a petition. from Sarah 
Macomb and others, praying that grants of certain lands in 
the vicinity of Detroit, made by the Indians to William and 
Alexander Macomb, as tenants in common, may be confirm- 
ed to the deviſees of William Macomb deceaſed, © 
Referred to Meſſrs. Nin, Varnum, and Maclay to 
report thereon. 
Alſo a petition of Hendrick Doyer, merchant and diſtiller 
of New-York, praying relief againſt '.a deciſion of the late 


Secretary of the treaſury, relative to a OP incurred w_ « 


breach of the revenue laws. 


Referred to the committee of commerce * wenufadhures 1 


Mr. Gallatin from the committee to whom was recom- 


mitted for the 5th ult. the report of the attorney general onthe 
memorial on John C. Symmes, made a report, which was 


committed to a committee of the whole houſe on Monday | 


— 


re ſuch Senators and Repreſentives of the 
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Mr. Harper moved the following reſolution | 
Reſolved, That the method of taking evidence to be ad- 
Juced in the trial of conteſted elections for this Houſe ſhall, 

hereafter 5 be as follows : & :& 

High. — The party. intending to conteſt an eleftion ſhall 
give notice of ſuch intention to the perſon returned. it be 
an election in the uſual courſe, this notice ſhall be given at 
leaſt _- weeks, before the time when 
the ſaid perſon is to take his ſeat; if not in the uſual courſe, 
but to fill a vacancy, then the notice ſhall be given within 

days after the perſons appointed to hold the 
election, ſhall have made known, publicly, the ſtate of the 
poll. The notice ſhall be delivered in writing, at the uſual 
reſidenee of the perſon returned; and if he be abſent, al be 
left there open. 

Secendly. Either party intending to take exarninations 
ſhall then apply to ſome juſtice, or judge of the courts of the 
Vnited States; vr ſome chancellor, juftice, or judge of a ſu- 
preme; ſuperior or county court, or court of common pleas 
of any ſtate, or ſome mayor or chief magiſtrate of a town or 
city, and ſhall obtain a notification, under his' hand and ſeal, 
directed to the oppoſite party, and requiring him to attend, 
by himſelf, or his attorney, -duly authorized, and croſs ex- 
amine the witneſſes. This notification ſhall ftate the time 
and place of examination, and the names of the witneſſes ; and 
it ſhall be ſerved on the oppoſite party, or his attorney, duly 
authorized, as either may be neareſt to ſuch place, provided 
either is within one hundred miles of it. For attendance, 
after ſerving the notification, one day, excluſive ot Sundayys 
ſhall be allowed for, every twenty miles. 

Thirdly, —lIn all caſ:s, where either party ſhall give notice . 
to the other, of his having appointed an attorney, for the pur- 
poſes aforeſaid, it ſhall be neceſſary to ſerve the above men- 
tioned notification on the attorney. 

Fourthly. Every perſon depoling, ſhall make oath or 
affirmation to teſtify the whole truth, and ſhall ſubſcribe the 
teſtimony by him or her given, which ſhall be reduced to 
writing only by the magiſtrate taking the depoſition, or by 
the deponent in his preſence.  'The depoſition ſo taken, 
together with a certificate of the notices, and proof of the 
ſervice of them, ſhall be ſealed up by the 22 who took 
it, and tranſmitted to the r of this Houſe. 7 


_ duced. —Inlike manner, copies of any other papers, of a 


| the next Congreſs to diſcuſs them. 
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E zolved, That the examinations of witneſſes, taken i in 
this manner, and no other, ſhall hereafter de admitted on 
the trials of conteſted elections. | 

Reſolved, That copies of any pa reciinded. in any office 
of record, provided thoſe copies be atteſtod under the hand 
and ſeal of the recording officer, thall: be admitted at all ſuch 
trials, in the ſame manner as the originals would be, if pro- 


public nature, and remaining in the poſſeſſion of a public 


5 officer, ſhall be admiteod, ——_— aſe under the hand atid 


ſeal of that officer. 

Reſolved, That copies of thoſe reſolutions; 
ſhall-be-forwarded, forthwith, to the executive of every ftate, 
with a requeſt, that they will cauſe the managers of every 
election, in their reſpective ſtates, to be furniſhed with, at 
leaft, one copy. 

Mr. Heath next moved that the conſideration of theſe re: 
folutions ſhould be poſtponed till the 3d of March next, a 
they would take up too much time. It would be en mn 


Nr. Harper ſaid that it would be of no uſe to „ meddle with 
them, uuleſs it were done immediately. They were defi ae 
to operate previous to the next ſeſſion. Any mode of 
evidence was better than to have none at all. In the preſent 
ſtate of matters, people came here from Maine or Virginia; 
to aſæ the Houſe what were the rules of taking evidence. A 
late inſtance occured from Georgia. The people waited here 
for a conſiderable time, and then went back with infiructious 
how to proceed. 

Mr. — argued that this remedy would not aber 
the defect. The reſolutions, if paſt, would not bind the next 
Congreſs. This could only be done by a la paſſing through 
both houſes. Hence it was needleſs to vote for them, as our 
ſucceſſors may diſagree to them. Mr. Murray differed from 
Mr. Sitgreaves, if rules are not made now, they will be too 
late. In a caſe ſo diſtant as Georgia, a year would at any: rate 
be ſpent, before there could be a deciſion. 

Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid that a poſition had been aſſumed that 
the rules made in this houſe would regulate the next. This 


he denied. They were not binding on the ſucceeding houſe, 


unleis they ſaw fit. He ſaid that conteſted elections were 4 


growing evil. There was very little encouragement for people 
coming from the country to conteſt them. 


oF 
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On diviſion; whether the reſolution ſhould be deferred 
till the 3d of March, 
Ayes | "36 


The reſolutions.wars: — to a committee of the 
PESOS ot og ren bats 


1 
4 


The'Speaker laid before the Houſe a following letter from 
the Seerctary of any Tronlugy. © 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
an | r gth, or. . 
. 
I HAVE the honour 3 
goods, wares and merchandize, exported from the United 


States, during one year, prior to the '3oth of Syptember 
1796. | 

f Of che whole e of ſaid exports, dang 63,064,097 

dollars, it is eſtimated that about 26, 300, ooo has ariſen from 


the +. N of fareign goods and merchandize. 
Ahe the honour to be, 
Very reſpeAtfully, 
Sir, ] 
Tour obedient Servant, { | 
- OLIVER WOLCOTT, Jon. | 
: Secretary of uu Mee 


— 


The 8 the Speaker 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. 
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EXPORTS or Tas UNITE D-STATES; 


* 


Commencing the 1ſt of October 1795, and ending the 50 


of en I * 


Coaches and other Carriages, - ditto 


Brant (ay 

n OF MERCHANINZE. | Value, + 

| Avurs—Pot, - Ton - 3-661 
Pear '< * © - ditto 1.423 

Apples, | - barrels 5.502 
Beer, Ale, porter and Cider, i in caſks, gallons 328.89 3 
$a ih Ditto bottles 8 AA 14-002 
Beef, „ „ 197 $21 
Biſcuit or ſhip-bjead, DM ditto 181.0 5 
n AR, kegs 26.102 
Buckwheat, "RY ES.” buſhels | 1 
Barley, e » : ditto 2 345 
Bran and Shorts, — - ditto. band 
Beans and peas, . E ditto 155.287 
Butter, - — pounds 2.55488 5 
Boots - - pairs - 1-950 
Bricks 8 number 2.700 
Corn—Indian, - - buſhels 1.173.552 
Cheeſe, . pounds 1.794.536 
Chocolate, „ 29.698 
Cotton, — - ditto 6.106.729 
Coffee, - - - , ditto | 62.385.117, 
—_ 7 -*.. - - ditto 928.107 
Coal, = - =  _ buſhels 9.536 
Candles Wax, — pounds 9 978 
Ditto—Spermaceti, - ditto 221.903 
Ditto— allow, — ditto 1.997.398 
Canvaſs or Sail-cloth, - pieces 4.683 
Cables and cordage, ct. 9.707 
- Cards—wool and „ — dozens | ' 1 
Ditto, playing, - packs | 200 

Copper or Braſs and Copper, ma- Value - 

nufactured, Dollars 3-273 


Quantity of 
SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE. | * Value. 
Flour, , = „ |barrels | 725. 194 
Fiſh, dried or ſmoked, —  -  quintals 377.713 
itto—Pickled, | - , _* barrels |. 84.558 
Ditto—ditto,  » * kegs 5-256 
Furniture—hauſe, - + - «+» dollars 9.483 
Flaxſeed, 538255 * = #. © buſhels 1 f 256. 200 
Flax, 2 4 — pounds 16.594 
Cun- powder, 2 — OS; 2.519 
Ginſeng, — dito 20.713 
Hats, — mths = dollars 57416 
Hams and bacon, ,, - - pounds 2.096.177 
Hair-pawder, weil AY. ditto 1 | 30.561 
Hemp, = C21, — _ cwt. 2.090 
Hor: bb. == pounds 76.634 
Hides—raw, ny number 46.363 
Horned Cattle, ' = _ -  -Gittq 4.62 5 
Horſey, © 3 - ditto 4.285 
Hogs, 7 "v3llec. - -* ditto 6.752 
Iron— Pig. — - Tons — 382 
Ditto- Bar, = - ditto. | 843 
Ditto Caſtings - „ dollars. 483 
Ditto—all ew manufatured, ditto | 160. 094 
Indigo, 2 pounds 915-635 
Lands t ona — ditto 1.124.971 
Leather, 2 Lge” - .. antto |. . 12am 
late i - -- | ao 1.199.489 
Meal—- Rye, - buſhels | — 152-784 
Ditto—Indian, * - ditto |, 540.285 
n „ ditto . 076 
Muſtard, | - pounds |. 5.240 
Molaſſes, | it 4 I gallons 112.257 
Mule. imp - number 1.718 
— drugs, — * value dollars i 53.949 
erchandize and all articles not ING 75 
enumerated, ditto 794-346 
Oil—Linſeed, = = * _ gallons: 34-721 
Ditto —Spermaceti, - - * ditto_ | 164.045 
Ditto—whale ——_ fiſh, ditta | 1.176.650 
Os, » + - buſhels 59-797 
Porky: = £56 4 - barrels 73-881 
Pitch, - — ditto | 18.083 


— 


0 ) 
Pere, To wo 436.767 
Düne rr dozens 5.084 
Rips: = — —tierces 13 l. 039 
Nye, - . - F buſhels / 4-319 
Roſin, 4 * — xt barrels / * 14.783 
Spites Pepper, BIDDLE pounds «491.530 
| Ditto—Pimento, — . ditto || 498.028 
| - | Ditto—all other, IR. dollars! 5.2 
| Spirits—F oreign diſtilled, - gallons | 664.60, 
' ' Ditto—Domeftic, Þ * - ditto | 963.325 
l Shoes.and ſlippers = - pairs |" 212:574 
bt Skins and furs, = - dollars 273.201 
| | „ 1 7 10 ditto 4.82 3 
Starch, „ £7 „FFG a 54.81 
Soap, - ditto | 2.713. 12 
Sugar—Brown 2 other er layed ditto 34.848. 
- Ditto—Refined, _ | ditto 984.146 
Sheep, © et, | o number - 6.146 
| Ship ſtuff, 8 . „ 1: £15 8.700 
Salt, 29 - buſhels | 52.163 
D Snuff, „. Womb — pounds 1 br 267.046 
| Tobacco—manufattured, dito 29.161 
6 Ditto unmanufactured, hogſheads 69.08 
Tallow, os nd : pounds. i 
Tar, * n oo — barrels | 
Tope 6 0 - ditto | | 
itto—Spirits of - gallons | 228.628 
| Tea Bohea, pounds 74.547 
| Ditto—Souchong and other black ditto. | ''\ 9 27 
3 itto—Hyſon, — ditto | 30.331 
\ Ditto —otlier Green, - -» ditto | da 
Wheat, r — buſhels 31.22 
Whale Bone, 2 - pounds 2 i& þ> | 308,374 
Wax, - - ditto * 317.831 
Wines—-Madeira, - gallons | 1598.6 
Ditto—all other, - - ditto | T:505.4 
| „Ditto bottles, - dozens 38.108 
Wood—Staves and heading, number 34.5 88. 904 
Ditto—Shingles, - ditto 47.307-112 


* and 4 „Tanto 3.711. 063 


„ 43 
Duantity or 
SPECIES OF MERCHANDISE: EE 


; Boards, „Plank, — 

— 3 22 b Leet 53.871.476 
Ditto—Anbel; N. * tons 1 8.585 
Ditto—all other, and — dollar 1 20.197 
Ditto Oak Bark, and all other dye ditto 188.453 
F e 1 00 


e, SUMMARY. 
Wk Value and Deſtination of the Export he bene, 


NOT to * ** e 
4 : +: fu, ac _ - Dollars. 
to Rule and Doniions [ON "OY 5 . 47.381 
| Sweden ditto Te 1.096.307 
| Denmark dito P 
1 United etherjandls and dominions, 7.875. 
| Creat-Britain, dio 2316454 


Imperial ports of the Auſtrian Netherland 


; and German med vt | 
Hamburg, — vn eb Hane une 5 
-e Dane; 11.623.314 


Spain, 3 4 e 


. 
1 s eee HE EE EEE 
. 


| 1 he ſhould call up in a day or tw 
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A 5 * Mx R 'P |: 2 
n i t Been non F HE: 
wh. , 0. 

78 in 07 the Fake of the 2 from cd St. 10 
kl 1 Hulud © fr; 1614 Ba), 5 22 4 
2 ers ber th ting ions 5 65 
Foo New-Harohies ———— 299) Is 
Nhode-Iſlan ll 1.565.372 
y Cannettient „ 1. 
New-York, Noon Soo ths 5 ire: +, 12.208.027 
. New-Jerſey} © 8 59-22 
bs A rr Rein, . * be? «ER Keep 1 | 17. 513.86 
a eee e < RR IE. 
I ary TT EN 2. 9.201. 315 
Virginia — 1 
1 North- Carolina 
54 5 8 th-Carolina, - My 3 2 
* * 755 £ « 4 TELLS 
* 85 yy COrgla,_ pu 0¹7 1 
» \ — 1 * 8 a e i: obs Fey rs & as ———- FI; 
e fi RS 6.7 
Wh 2 7 f, F/ wy: 174 ff = 17 A. 5 ere 


Fry ſux iy Department, os A Foe a 
1 fer's Office, February tho 505: nk nal 
** "JOSEPH NOURSE, Riff, cl Ban Fo 
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5 Mz Gallatin . a bill for allowing a PR on 


[domeſtic diſtilled ſpirits rted in veſſels of leſs burden 
than thirty tons by the Miſty k It was twice read, and 
referred to a committee of the wi on Saturday.” 

- Mr. W. Smith ſaid he ſhould lay a reſo tion on tlie table 
the diſcuſſion of 
which. would require the gallaries to bee doe. The houſe 
would not be at a loſs to know to what ſubject it alluded. 

The houſe took up the conſideration of the diſagreement 
of the ſenate on the mode of. notifying the vice preſident of 
his election, and Mefirs. Sitgreaves, Brakes had and J. Smith 
were appointed a committee of - conference. 

Mr. W. Smith called for the order of the day on the bill 
granting appropriations for the year 1797; and the houſe 
accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole on 
that ſubject, Mr. Muhlenburg in the chair, which was Pro- 


and William Moore, which were 


| a | 

ceeded with until they came to the item for foreign inter- 
courſe, without an 1 allowing the pur- 
veyor a clerk, which had before bee D 

Mr. S. Smith ſaid that he was 2 careful man. He had 
ſaved to the public, within the laſt year, twenty thouſand 
dollars, by going about to vendues, and buying articles 
cheaper than they otherwiſe could be had. Mr. 8. Smith 
learned this from the ſecretary of the treaſury. He had not 
himſelf ſeen the perſon, If deprived of ; a clerk, he might 
not think it worth while to take ſo much trouble, and the 
public would be loſers. IT" 

On a diviſion, the clerk was kept in. 

0 Ayes 30. 17-6 

£21390 08 $7 Mong a is $A re 

Mr. Gallatin moved that the committee ; might riſe, as 
that would be an article which would call for confiderable . 
diſcuſſion, and it was then too late an hour to enter upon it. 


The committee accordingly roſt, and had leave to fit ag». 


Mr. Gallatin moved a reſolution to the following eff 

« Reſolved, That the ſecretary of the treaſury be direct- 
ed to lay before this houſe, a detailed ſtatement of the ex- 
penditure of any ſums which have been appropriated for de- 
fraying the expenſes attending our intercourſe with foreign 
nations, excepting ſuch ſtatements as have -been laid before 
the houſe in any confidential communication by the preſident 
of the United States.” Agreed: 4 

Adjourned: - dc 


1 


Friday Febraary, i000 
Mr. Sitgreaves from the joint committee appointed on the 
ſubject of the election of a Preſident and Vice Preſident, 
reported a reſolution to the houſe, in conformity to that paſ- 
ſed eight years ago, on a ſimilar occaſion, viz. requeſting 
the Senate to notify the Vice-Preſident of his election in 
ſuch a way as they {fall think proper, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee of claims, made 
report on the petitions of Peter Grove, Preſley. Thornton 
againſt the petitioners, and 


were concurred in by the Houſe. | 

Mr. W. Smith, from the committee of ways and means, 
reported a bill for repealing in part the act laying a' duty on 
ſpirits diſtilled in the United States, paſſed in May, 1792, 
and for impoſing a duty on the capacity of ſtills of certain 


#2 


| deſcriptions, which was is fead a ſecond time and ordered 1 2 
committee of the whole on Tueſday nent. 

Mr. Parker wiſhed the unfiniſhed bubnefs relative to ap- 
propriations to he poſtponed for the purpoſe of taking up the 
report on the naval eſtabliſhment ; as it was neceflary to _ 
termine, before the appropriations were gone through, whe- 
ther the houſe would complete the frigates, or take the 
means recommended with reſpect to the eſtabliſhment of a 

Naval EW and for the ee of a future ſupply of 


The following is a ſtatement received from the Secretary 
at War of the preſent ſituation and appropriations neceſſa 
to compleat and man the three frigates now e j with 
the report of the committee thereon. 


0 * 


War ” Fanuary 11th, 1799: 
SIR, 5 n 


In compliance with your letter of the 21ſt Aide, I * 
the honour to ſubmit the incloſed ſtatements, which exhibit 
as particular a view of the material objects of your enqui- 
ries, as could be obtained, without occaſioning a delay that 

* have counteracted your intenſions. 

e meaſures that have been taken to prepare the rig- 
ging and fails, and to procure the neceſſary ſtores, and the 
advances made towards the final equipment of the frigates, 
render it probable, that they may ot ready for lea, in 
about two months after being Ne, 

While on this ſubject, permit me to obſerve, that if con- 

greſs perceive advantages in the extenſion of their marine, 
or think it expedient, that early precautions ſhould be taken 
to ſecure to the United States a laſting fund of live oak 
for future uſe; it will be proper, that authority ſhould be 
given for the purpoſe, as well as to purchaſe a ſcite for a 


navy yard. 


The probability is, r an article ſo important to maritime 
nations as live oak, will be ſought after with much avidity, 


and that the land which is — with it, may paſs into 
hands that may make its attainment hereafter more expen- 
five, if not impractic able. 


the putchaſer of ſuch 
you have! examined. . 34 291055 0. ral 55 
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nne teſpect, n ety 2ud 
our obedient ſervant, _ 
As M<HENRY:. 
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Ligaen Pak za, Chairnian of the +2 A Nc. 
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mmuittee, for enquiring into the, ſtage, . 
naval I Ke. Ne. 
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LD , 1 7 
ſi cradle part, caulk 


beginning 9 e next, = "the wi 


g is all made and d neatly 
80 x rigging ip 


for the ca un: the an chors "alk 


thorns, and all the tin Lords are — 
materials are in part procured, and the work 8 
greſſes rapidly towards completion. 


ö 1 N. N 14 * e CIT * aws N 
N W 1 FIT made & Fr e a bid i, 
to carry forty four gun. 


The whole of the frame is raifed; and | 1s ready Geo | nk 
the wales are prepared, and it is expected, will 

— faſtened this. month the keslſons are in theit — 

and bolted off. The maſts are now in hand, and the boais 

are building: all the deadeyes for lower and topmaſt ſhrouc s 


are made and ſtrapped. The knees for äll the decks, ae 


procured, as well as the beams, . —_ Kc. lren 
Vol., II. 3 G > 


( „) 


g b eee the ech materials for 
Kagel hull, axe procured: and recived. 

e hemp 4. the cables, rigging, Rte. and dane ae 
in the hands of the ref ective tradeſmen, manufacturing; 
and if the winter ſhould prove favourable, there is no doub 
but this frigate 10 be launched in Jar next. 

A 125 ige Two 7 
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The whole of the frame is pid. black Ana 
kes; Md, quarter, K d fare dl 4 dete off. The 

l cieling, clamps for gun, 5565 1 2 are all in 
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2 knees are 2 "ready for decks; 
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Eftimate of the ſums * to is complete e and equip the Frigates 
UniTED STATES, and CONSTITUTION, f 44 guns, a and 


* ConvTeLLATION, * 36 N WK 7 
| In complete 3 X 3 1 
at ] kladelphia 55959 5 
| To night the 
| * frigate building 2 
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Salaries of two perſons to have nay 
charge of the timber in the 

navy yards « at A and r 
Norfolk 


de. a Sar is: & einde 
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Rent of navy yard af - New: r 


Vork an Fortfhouth (N. 85 „ 
H.) ee L 
lng]; {re > roar A, 
rf „ 
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Balance of ber gab ene e Ne 5 55 


To eee lete ing RY 
equip the above frigates, e. CE 


An A the expenc nad ubſe hence 
tains and 22 of two mitts 0 7 Aka- 


Pay of the officers, ſeamen and marines of two frigates o -; 


forty four guns each. 
2 Captains FT a 15800 


* 


- 
8 Lieutenant 
2 Lieutenants of Marines 
2 Chaplains - + - - - - 
2 Sailing Maſters -'- - - > » 
2 Surgeons - - = 
4 Surgeon's Mates - - - » 4 
2 Pu „ 6'o s ©' © © 6 


2 Boatſwains n © 
A . „„ 
2 Sail maker 


- 


( Gs }) 


Ns Free W. per . $2 Mic 


8 —U— — * 18. . 
- 4 Bortfwain's Mates * * - 2 13 na 
4 Gunner's Mate - 13 © 


2 Sail maker's Mates - — et MP 13 


16 Midſhi men. 307 <Q — 13 
2 Mates 13 


I: Captain's Clerks. „ enn Fo . . 


2 Coskſwains 2 * ach n Ge 13 
2 Leomen af the Gun Ropms —5 13 


22 Quarter Gunners - ,-. = 13 


206 Midſhipmen and epi Sms 125 a 22 


4 Carpenter's Mates , - - - - 13 


T - „ 2 


A « - ' 
a PP; - - ere fo. 312. 
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The committee bete to enquire ae. Log of the naval 4 


niente, ordered. by 4 407 8 ed whether any 
and what other force, ir nec 7 rp If | 
the rammerre "of 2 States, an err; flag, 
YI! C44 
REPOR N RE 2 il. "oy 1; wel [2061 10 1. 


THAT in conſequence of ihe act of the dot 01 April, 
1 796, the N of the United States directed that the 
frigates building at Philadelphia, Boſton and Baltimore, 
ſhould be com pleted, that De buildin go the fri =_ - 


New ork, 1 c in Vegi, a 0 den 
n en- 


New, mpſh ures courſe & Fete _— 4. 


quiry, the committee find that the frigate building at t Phila- 


däelphia, of 44 guns, and called the United States, is in ſuch 


forwardneſs, that the poſſibly be launched in April, and 
that in two month gr bd ſhe may be N ready fot ſea; 
that it will require to finiſh*this frigate, 10 aß to receive her 
crew and ſtores, 5 950 dollars. hien 
The frigate bulls at Boſton, called tlie Conftitition, 
of 44 guns, is not in ſuch forwardneſs as the United States; 1 
and by the accounts from the proper office, it is not ſuppoſed 
mne can be launched till July, and that it will be two months 


aſter before ſhe can be put in a condition for ſea; to com- 


plete her, excluſive of men and 3 will Tequire 


9 dollars and 71 cents. 
The frigate «Merion, . it m0 6 
ban, it is ſuppoſ by, the officers the ment, may 
nched in 55 bent, and that ir two months after the 
may * ſo. far Hnihed as to be ready to receive her ere und 
dure 5d this N the fum of 47,3 75 dollars is required. 
8. 


15 leave to cb chat the foregoing 


Ws, i * from ſtatements in their f on, from the 

department of Arts), but the. A do not believe that 

either of the ſhips can be ready to tay nch by the time men- 

tioned, on acequat of the feverity' bf the weather; bat ad- 

mit the y ſhould, a ther ſum of money will be neceſſary 

and 2 be ſpeedily fupplied, as it appears —— 
Vol. II. 3 H 


1 


KA. 


the ſecretary of war, that all the money hitherto appropri. 
ated has expended, except. 24,133 dollars and 71 ne 
In order the houſe may have the neceſſaty information 


on this ſubject, the committee gave the following ſtatement. 


Lo - 


PO | " Vp Dollars. Cin. 
2 of June 1794, | 
Tk þ of building fix fri gates 608,008 82 
For 2 Fein galle erte e . | 
act, a to ** 
odject xk Hy © 80,000 | 
Appropriated by a ME. of June iſt, #796, PR 1H © | 
fee Tem * 82 1298p: 5,000 
. — 1 "Tal: of ee 771,808 5: 


a 7 * 


2 — 150 e the United States 55,930 
Dina Conſtitution ber as. © 


19 9 "et 947 b * 9 1 . + 25 
Codiſtellacn 47106 


A. 8 a t . EL DAS MIKE. 1.1 

ed e ke at 2 1 $3 
— 101 10. 2 Cre. as LOR. 10 
Out ef wh hich aeg N rs f 
unexpe 2 Als N 

W 7 2 . | $6 8 M 

Ft 5 28,347 2 

| 945.437 77 

G » — 
#444 ICY FRE 55 — . 5 8 * 43} 391% 

% Thus it 1 Kaen to your committes 


that to build che frigates, ord aur the act of con- 
Ereſs of April 2 1 4. ws 7 United States. 
With the materials now on hand, "lf value of which the / 
have no eſtimate, the ſum of 945,3 7 dollars and 77 cents, 
excluſive of fitting, manning, and providing them with pro- 
viſions and ſtores; that the . bags a the br 
| tion, as to the probable coſt and yearly ex , the com- 
. mittee have on this ſubject, they ſtate it as given in to them 
ig} ol airy of war, which will accom ” this report. 
n uns will c for wages per 
month, 4-096 dollars—eftimare twelve months pay. 
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D 
For one te per month 42 516 
— 114 nce 4 


Twelve moꝶt ths frigates, 400, + * 
770 e at 20 o. N 7 80,154 


Annual expenſe for. tw fee of 44 guns, and 
one of 36 guns -, 220,974 
In addition to this, for the ſalary of two perſons to 
take care of the naval mods. at Trans and | 


New Tork ; Iz000 
Rent of the naval yards at Portſmouth in New Hamp- 03 
wa and New York, , = ©... 4. S600 

09:37:24 | OT I 2 


W IE © ag report from. the war a: depart 
ment, to ſhew. the timber on hand in the different yards, as 
well as what has been ſold, the value of which they have no 
eſtimate, except as to what has been ſold, nor have they been 
furniſhed with: an eſtimate * the naval 1175 which are on 
hand, but, if the houſe ſhould require tho r | 
they may be had at the proper — | 

The committee beg Eve to report xs their opinian, that a 
the ſum contemplated by the war department, as 
to man the ſhips, will be inſufficient, under exiſting circum- 
ſtances, as the rate of ſeaman's wages are eſtimated. much 
lower than has been given by merchants, for their ſhips, 
within the laſt two years, and but little more than the uſual 
wages in the moſt tranquil times; but from all a ee 
eſpecially from the forwardneſs of three of the ſhips, and 
moſt, of the materials being ready, they think it would be 
proper to finiſh-them as ſpeedily as ns * 
commerce and a ſupport to its L. Ther x 


Refolued, 4 0. 2 be appro 
priated to finiſh, and p for * rigates 
States, 99 Es 

Your committee - of ke report, as {IO opinion, that a 
ſum of mone * ſhould be appropriated for the purpoſe of pur- 
chaſing and fitting up a naval yard ; and alſo, that it would 


be expedient for, * United States to ſecure ſome of tbe 
lands in South Carolina and Georgia, well clothed with live 
oak and red cedar timber, for = purpoſe of nne * 
of war. T . | 


- Refolved, That T Wo dollars ought 
to be appropriated far the. purpoſe of buying and fitting up 
for the United Sites, a proper ſcite for a naval yard. 
 Refolvetl, That Ado-0ohllars ought 
to be appropriated for the purpofe of purchaſing live oak and 
red cedar timber, or lands ſtored with it, for naval purpoſes, 

| . 589 


The firſt refolution having been D 

Mr. Parker ſaid it would be ſeen that the repo of the 
committee did ndt contemplate the manning of the frigates; 
and though it was their with to have them manned and equip- 
ped for ſea, yet on account of the preſent embarraſſed ſtate 
of the finances it was judged moſt proper only to aſk 172, 
052 dollars to finiſh them: that ſum would put them in a 
ſtate'to be ready to man and equip when neceſſary, which 
would come better under a future 988 AS it was 

probable congreſs would again meet before this neceſſity -oc- 
curred. He fuppoſed no objection could be made to that; 
becauſe if it was proper to begin them, it was as proper to 
. finiſh them, elſe the whole ſum already expended would be 
to no purpoſe, upwards of 700,000 dollars having been 
ſunk in them; he had no doubt therefore that the houſe 
would order them to be finiſhed, and not let them rot on the 
ſtocks and remain monuments of the verſatility and folly of 
government. As this ſubject. had been frequently under diſ- 
cuſſion, it was not neceſſary to ſay any thing upon the ey 
of theſe veſſels ; the committee were already well acquainted 
with the buſineſs. He faid the ſum wanted for this purpoſe 


4 
* . 


* 


would be 171,000 dollars. 8 8 * 
Mr. Coit did not but he might agree to complete 
the frigates in the way propoſed by the chairman of the 


committee; but he did not think the reſolution conformable = 


to the wiſh exprefſed by that gentleman. He thought the 
frigate building buſineſs an unfortunate one; but, ha vin 


gone ſo far with them, he believed it would be beſt to y | 


them finiſhed. He ſhould, howereß be unwilling to go fur- 
ther. He would not equip and man them, but lay them up 
in port; but, if the reſolution remained in its preſent form, 
the Preſident would doubtleſs go on to officer and man the 
veſſels. He thought, therefore, they ſhould ropeal that part 
of the act which authorized the Prefidenit to man the veilels. 
Some gentlemen might think it would be ſuſficient to with- 
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hold the appropriations for this purpoſe ; but he did not 
wiſh to rely wholly upon this check;'' He would therefore; 
move the flowing ado to the reſolution as reported :- 


« And that all fuch parts of the act for providi a vl 
-rmament as relates to the appointing and o 
licers, and manning the faid ought to be- 1. 

Mr. W. Smith doubted this motion was — — 


it ſeemed to be a ſubſtitute 2 that under conſideration; and 
unconnected with it. The quèſtion under conſideration, he 
ſaid, was a grant of money for finiſhing the building of the 
frigates; whether they were to be equipped and manned wu 
another conſideration altogether. It was contrary, he faid, 
to the proceedings of that houſe, to bring forward one que- 
{tion as a ſubſtitute © for another. Aſter a deciſion on the 
original reſolution had been had, the — might — 
ſorward his propoſition. aa 
Mr. S. Smith ſaid the gentle man mighit try kis Gelen 
a ſhorter manner, by moving to ſtrike out the wordsy 4 and 
equipped for ſea.” * n 
Mr. Coit ſaid, 'if his eee ei ess the words 
juſt mentioned, might be ſtruck out. He 140 think with 
the gentleman from South Carolina that his motion was a 
ſubſtitute for the original. It was merely a qualifieation of 
it, He was willing to vote for the {iniſhing of the building 
of the frigates; but not for their manning and” equip- 
ment. The gentleman from South Carolina wifhed ho qu 
tion firſt to be taken on the original, and then on this 
ment; but that would not anſwer his pujpsſe;/ *'/ * 
Mr. Parker ſaid, he had already obſer ved that Ge fg, 
were not intended to be equipped for ſea at pyeſent,i und he 
had no objection to the words relafive' 10 the: equipping for 
ſea being ſtyuck out. A . e on 
The chairman gave it as his ende mY the modoni&as 
not in order; but if the words, « and equipped for fea! 
were agreed to be ſtruck out, it might then be woos ee 
Mr. Nicholas moved to trikg out t oſe words. 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid the equippi 1 manning were two 
diſtinct things. In the act proviſion was: elk ue for the 
conſtruction and equipment, and then followed the claule 
reſpeting manning. He conßdered the amendment of the 


gentleman from Connecticut as applicable to the latter. In: 


ed it was uncertain whether that part of the act as yet in 


'orce. The act declared, ftv en peace took place be- 
"ween the United States and Algiers, that part of: the uct. 


TL" Es — 
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would eeaſe. The 26; paſlid lad ſeſſion directed three ſri- 
gates to be equipped) ; any thing to the contrary not withſtand- 


he amendment propoſed went to ſettle the buſineſs. 


"Ws 
Mr. Sewal, ſaid he had no great objection. to ſtriking out 


the words in queſtion; but as to the addition propoſed by 
the gentleman from Connecticut, it was an independent re- 
ſolution, altogether. The ſiniſhing of tlie frigates was a di- 
ſtinct thing from the manning and equipping 3, and if the 
gentleman's motion was to obtain, ; when the reſolution came 
_ he houſe, it would be in the power of the houſe to 
- 1. ND | A | | | 
He ſaid they ought not to vote for finiſhing the frigates, 


and at the ſame time repeal the act reſpecting the manning 


of them. There were exiſting laws authoriſing the Preſi- 
dent to build, equip and man them; and they muſt have the 
approbation · of the other branches of the legiſlature, before 
they could do away any part of that law. If it was neceſ- 
fary to finiſh the frigates, he thought it was the expreſs duty 
of the legiſlature to provide the means of manning and 
equipping them. But he thought it was not fair to connect 
them together, ſo as. to make the agreement to one a 
condition for an agreement to the other. No gentleman 
wiſhing to build the frigates could decline voting for the ori- 
ginal reſolution,. when the words © and equipped: for ſea, 


were ſtruck out. They might afterwards refuſe to appropri- 
ate ſor the manning. n | 
The motion for fixiking out was put and carried. 


Mr. Coit then. renewed his motion, with this addition 
except ſo far as appertains to any officers already appoint- 
« ed under the ſaid. at.” we fn, | 


VM. Nicholas wiſhed the gentleman from Connecticut to 


inform the houſe what officers were appointed. 1 
Mr. Coit ſaid he had no accurate information; but he 
believed a few captains only were appointed who would be 


necef attend the building of the frigates. | 


Mr. Parker ſaid, if his colleague would look into the re- 
port he would ſee there were only three captains appointed. 
Mr. W. Smith hoped this motion would not be agreed to. 


He th 

like a 1 to, conſtrain the Senate to agree to this propoſi- 
tion, or give up the frigates. The gentleman's own opinion, 
viz, that it was improper to defeat a meaſure in an. indirect 
way, was againſt him. They had paſſed an act that the 
Preſident ſhofild build and equip theſe veſſels; but this mo- 


t it very r introduced here. It looked 


: K 


tion propoſed to anyex a condition to the · grant, viz; that that 
part relative ne manning ould be repealed He thought the 
queſtion ſhould be kept diſtincæ It was in the power of 
the houſe to withhold the . for manning chem; 
under fuch circumſtances the e 
but this would be repealing a law of the land. We fend the 
bill up to the ſenate with A ſum to Mist 
the frigates, and in the fame bill we * ſhall not be 
manned. Mr. Smith r no uſe laying 
up in our dock yards. He was ef opinion-the veſſels ſhould 
not only be built but manned. Hes thought they would be 
of great ſervice in protecting our coaſts, in keeping off the 
piccaroons which at preſent infeſtthem;' and would alfo 
prove as an academy for inſtructidg young officers in naval 
tactics. He ſhould be ſorry to pats a reſolution to lay them 
up as hulks, after being at the expenſe of building chem 
Mr. Nicholas ſaid the gentleman from South Caroliha Rad 


made an extraordinary diſcovery,” viz. that if the preſent 


motion paſſed, it would be a xeſtriction on the ſenates If he 
underſtood the gentleman from Connectieut (Mr. Coit) he 
declined voting for completing the veſſels, on, this provi- 
ſion was annexed to the reſolution. - This was his opinion; 
and it was extraordinary that the gentleman'from South Ca- 
rolina ſhould think this improper, when he himſelf had done 
the ſame thing. Did he not vote for the ſtriking out of the 
words « and equipped for fea zn And if they were obliged 
by law to appropriate for the manning, they were equally 
bound to provide for the equipping, and yet that gentleman 
had diſpenſed with the one, and blamed him for diſpenſing 
with the other. Indeed, if they had not full liberty to grant 
or 7 refuſe an appropelations he could ſee no reaſon for an- 
nual appropriations; they might as well be made perpetual. 
If they could not bel the 5 expending of money 
by 8 that boaſted power wes a mere deception; 
but he was convinced there could be no doubt on che ſubject. 
Though the reſolution was paſſed together, two ſephrate 
bills might be brought in, which might be ſent up to the 
ſenate ſeparately. Ol nal” WH. 20 0 
The building of theſe frigates, he ſaid; had bern an un- 
fortunate. buſiheſs. The law had been got by ſurpriſe, at 2 
time when members could ſcarcely think for f om elves, and 
was carried by a ſmall majority. He did not think a naval 
eſtabliſhment could be of any ſervice to this country. How 
could it operate? Unleſs it was ſuch a force as to Hitimidate 


executive could not effect it, 


% * 
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an enemy, it could have lit. le effect. And could we man 3 
navy of mis kind, he aſhed, if we ere poſſeſſed of i 2 He 
' beheved. not. The time at which Tuch a, force, co be of 
any uſe, would be when other powers were about going to 
ar, and he baljeved at ſuch a period it would be impoſlihſe 
40 find men for the purpoſę of manning. a nayy of any con- 
fi able fzc. There Was no tithe, he e ſaid, ce the 1 -4 
mengement of thę preſent pean A285 at "wh 
could have n Hnned n Het. With ref) ay I 
dont contemplated, he could, ſec no real. it ge 7 
for, i hey were in tight of an enemy's: priyateer examining! 
mefof gur ſhips, they could not reſent it for fear of a war. 
Indegd, going, into g arp iat this time, wag in effect going 
be wax; with, one of the contending powers; for one of the 
effects pf ſiach an eſtabliſhment would ſbe to give themdych 
an-high ide: m of their own. ſtrength, as would be certain 0 
lead d War ſooner or later. And the misfortunes of one 
War, he ſaid „would infinitely Fed, all he Hh ad 
* be, de vived from a navy. 
Nicholas ſaid, he did not know whether would 

Ho the beſt ,paticy to top. where they were, were wth he 

gates 3 but, with the proviſion propoſed by the bean 
from Connecticut, he would agree to finiſh the buildi 
them, bee auſe he did not know but the veſſels w tn inks, 
might be - diſpoſed, of, ſo as to bring back a an 15 
nen whiel, . had een expended. | 

Mr. 8. Smith ſaid, the gentleman. laſt u 
when he ſaid the gentleman from South (pos 
Smith) w. hen ke: vred foriieiking out the words 60 and eß 
pecl for ſyea,” had done the fame as he had blamed wel 

tleman f om Connecticut with.doivg. He thought the Fi 
an vant; eeſſary tautology; what he meant by equipped 
tea, was having the fails bent, water on boand,, &c. &c. 
Mr. N Jicholas ſaid it would fave time to ſet the gentler 
2 le meant to ſay that the equipment. N provided 75 
| dy law 0 val with the manning. 

Mr. & 3. Smith ſaid it only amounted to this, that gentleman 
explaine d the ſame thing differently from him. He had aid 
this law. was paſſed by ſurpriſe. It was no ſuch. thing; it 
-underw ent a very full diſcuſſion. That gentleman had aſked 
of wha” t uſe a navy would be to them! If they had had 3 
navy di wing the preſent war, he would have toid the Euro- 
pean n ations, we will throw our weight into the oppor 
ſcale, i F you continue to inſult and injure us. But th 
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gentleman was afraid of this, he had no fear, he only wiſhed 
' they had the power. See hn cape 
One nation, he ſaid, had committed ſpoliations on our 
property to the amount of three millions, and another had 
done the ſame from five to fix. This would have ſupported 
a navy, which would have kept us from a ſituation in which 
we are ſubject to indignities and inſults from every power who 
chuſes ro commit them againſt us. 94 js 
The ſame gentleman had alſo ſaid, that at no period ſince 
the paſſing of this law could they have manned theſe frigates. 
He was of a different opinion. The preſent high wages aroſe 
in part from ſo many of our ſeamen having been taken from 
us by the Britiſh, on board whoſe ſhips as many have been 
prefled as would nearly have manned the frigates. That 
gentleman talked of finiſhing the veſſels and ſelling them 
to defray a part of the expence incurred in building them; 
but, he could affure him, they would not all three ſell for ſo 
much as one of them coſt building, as they were too large for 
even the Eaſt-India trade. The only queftion was whether 
they could be got ready in time to ſend them to ſea during 
the preſent year. If the ſelect committee convinced him they 
could, he ſhould vote for money to man and equip them; but 
if not, there was no neceſſity for doing fo... "oO 
Mr. Parker wiſhed the report to be read. He had no doubt 
but the three frigates would be finiſhed by Oftober. Tf they 
had been completed at the time originally propoſed, they 
might have been very well manned, as he believed we had 
more men in the Britiſh navy, than would man fix ſhips. If 
theſe veſſels were ready, they might be-uſed fo as greatly to 
annoy the veſſels of thoſe nations who might think proper to 
injure us, going to and from the Weſt-Indies, as they were 
obliged to come within ſeven days fail of our coaſty and the 
feaſon of the year at which they made their voyages being well 
known, there would be no difficulty in falling in with them. 
We might be to them, ſaid he, in theſe Fuße what the Al- 
gerines were to us in the Mediterranean. Theſe ſhips, though 
few ip number, would have a vere conſiderable effect iti pro- 
tecting our commerce ; but at preſent, ſaid he, we are the 
ſport of all nations, becauſe they can infult and plunder us 
vith impunity. If, indeed, we were to adopt the Chineſe 
on? oc give up commerce altogether, there would be no 
neceſſity for ſhips of war; but if we were to have commerce 
it muſt be protected. We are, ſaid he, in a better fifuation 
now, in a commercial view, than Spain or England were a cen- 
Vo“. II. 5 | 
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tury ago, as neither of theſe kingdoms had at that time, ſcveit 
hundred thouſand tons of ſhipping and this quantity of ſhip- 


* {aid, was employed in carrying out our om rohre. 


f our commerce, ſaid he, were not protected, our-merchants 
would be ruined, and we muſt depend altogether upon 
foreigners to carry away our produce. There was only this 


alternative, either wholly to give up commerce, or elſe deter 
mine to, protect it. He thought it would be diſgraceful to 


_abandon the finiſhing and equipping of the veſſels, and nothing 
"would have led him to have given up the equipping, but our 
preſent embarraſſed finances. Indeed, if they were to a 

thus, their conſtituents would conſider them as no better then 


fickle boys, having firſt agreed to build the ſhips and then to 


talk of burning them. 


Tpis country, Mr. Parker ſaid, was able to build and man 


ſix {Mips and fix frigates. It was farſical to ſuppoſe the con- 
trary; but, they hid acted as if they were afraid of calling 
out their reſources ; they gaped at gnats, and on ſome occa- 
ſions ſwallowed camels. Mr. Parker ſaid, he was not afraid 
of calling upon the people for direct taxes, they were able and 
willing to pay much heavier taxes than were contemplated to 


be raiſed, for the purpoſe of national defence, or for paying our 


national debt. 4-4 J "Ho" 
Mir. Sewall ſaid, he had a ſtrong objection to the. propoſi- 
tion, as it would embarraſs members in their votes on this oc- 
caſion; but when conſidered in another point of view, it was 
very exceptionable, unleſs gentleman had adopted the opinion 
of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr, Nicholas) that that houſe 
Had a right to refuſe an appropriation for a purpoſe eſtabliſh- 
ed by law. This doctrine, he believed, would not be agreed 
to by the mover of this queſtion. e eee 
I be effect of the amendment would be to apply to the ſe- 
nate to repeal an act; which if they did not think proper to 
do, this houſe would prevent any appropriation to carry it in- 
to effect. The ſenate might agree to, or differ from the pro- 
poſition, but it would not appear well to attempt to force 
A 11 FE 
Much had been ſaid on the uſefulneſs of a navy, he ſhould 
therefore, deſiſt fron repeating : he wiſhed the reſolution ſo 


to ſtand, as that every gentleman might have an 8 


to avow his ſentiments on the ſubject without any obſtruction, 
he therefore hoped the gentleman would vary it accordingly: 
Mr. S. {aid he thought it abſolutely neceſſary the frigates 
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ſhould be manned: If they were to be finiſhed it was ; proper 
the ſhould be uſed in ſome form or other. 

he gentleman had agreed that the captains were e to be re- 
tained in pay : but what uſe were they if there were to be no 
men when the ſhips are finiſhed? At leaſt it was neceſſary that 
ſome men ſhould employed if only to take care of the veſ- 
ſels. He hoped the motion would be withdrawn that fair op- 
portunity may be left to vote, and the ſenate prevented that 
diſagreeable ſituation which muſt neceflarily attend this way of 
doing buſineſs. 

Mr, Coit' had no doubt in his own mind, that when there 
exiſted a law, it was in general the duty of tue different 
branches of government to carry it into effect; but he was not- 
prepared to * there. could be no inſtance in "which he might 
withhold appropriations. He believed there might be ſuch 
inſtances, and he deemed the preſent one of thoſe caſes; be- 
cauſe he thought the evils which would attend the manning 
theſe veſſels ſo great as to require him ſo to act. He did not 
ſay he would not vote for completing the yeſlels, if his motion 
did not paſs though he felt inclined to do ſo; but he truſted his 
* would be removed by this amendment being agreed 

Gentlemen had faid, that many advantages would ariſe 
* this fleet. This was uncertain. It was his opinion they 
ſhould not want officers at leaft for the ſhips, but he much 
doubted whether men could be got. The gentleman from Ma- 
ryland (Mr. S. Smith) was more likely to be acquainted with 
the ſubject than he was, being a mercantile man and his opinion 
would of courſe have more weight with that committee, hut it 
was his own opinion, they could not be manned; for, beſides 
the preſent high price of labour, men were not ſo ready to go 
on board ſhips of war as merchantmen. He, therefore, ſup- 
poſed- the frigates would be fully officered, would juſt have 
ſufficient men to wait upon the officers, and that they would 
never leave our ports. But if manned and ready for ſea, 
though he believed his views were as patriotic, and his wiſhes 
as earneſt for the welfare of his country as thoſe of any other 
member, he could ſee no real ſervice on which they could be 
employed. If he could ſee all the advantages which ſome gen- 
tlemen had dwelt upon, as likely to arife from their going to 
ſea, he ſhould wiſh- it as much as them; but he did not, he 
ſaw the expence was certain, and the advantages doubtful. He 
therefore hoped his amendment would paſs. 

Mr. Dearborn could ſee no reaſon why the preſent moti., 
on ought x not to pals. In other inſtances they had though 
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it right to curtail their appropriations to what was really ne. 
ceſſary for the object. There had already been very liberal 
appropriations towards the building of theſe veſſels. They 
were originally to have coſt 100,000 dollars each, but 300,000 
had been expended, and more was now called for. 
Mr. Dearborn ſaid he was ſo far from wiſhing to ſee large 
ſums given for this Tuben that he could wiſh the appropri- 
ations to be confined to completing the hulls of the veſſels on- 
ly. He believed it would have been a happy thing if they 
had never been begun. What the expence of the rigging and 
fails of the frigates might be, he did not know; if a conſider- 
able part of the expence had already been incurred, he ſhould 
not object to completing them, otherwiſe he thought, if they 
judged in reſpect to the future by the paſt, and that the veſ- 
ſels which ſhould have been built in four months were now going 
on for four years, the hulls would be as muchas would be com- 
pleted before the n of next feflion of Congreſs, He 
therefore wiſhed to furniſh only as much money as would effect 
that purpoſe. Theſe veſſels, he ſaid, would coſt double the 
price that veſſels of theſame kind would have coſt in England 
and he believed there muſt have been great want of attention 
to economy in the buſineſs, It was not poſſible that men well 
acquainted with ſhip building, ſhould. have been ſo far miſta, 
ken in their calculations. He thought, therefore, they ſhould 
begin to confine their appropriations and grant money only 
as it was wanted. As to manning, equipping, &c. it would 
be time enough to provide for the: a year or two hence; for 
he believed if the veſſels were now ready, it would be found. 
very Yifficult to man them; and if manned, he did not fee 
any uſe they would be of, except to join in war with ſome fo, 
relgn'potier | - : 


\ 


ried, there being 58 in favour of it. 


The queſtion was about to be taken upon the reſolution as 


amended, when dia Fa e 

Mr. Dearborn faid, before the queſtion was put, he wiſhed 
to amend the reſolution by inſerting the words « to finiſh the 
Hulls,” inſtead of « to finiſh the veſſels.” 


Mr. Parker ſaid; if this amendment was agreed to, it would 


be neceſſary to ſay what was to become of the maſts, ſpars, 
fails, canvaſs, rigging, &c. By this propoſition it would ap- 
pear as if the gentleman did not mean to finiſh the veſſels at 
all. If this was his intention, the queſtion had better be tried 


in that way. 


The queſtion was then put upon the amendment, and car- 


„ 


Mr. Dearborn faid, his object was not to prevent the ulti- 
mate finiſhing of the veſſels; he only meant to confine the 
appropriation to what was likely to be wanted this year. He 
did not contemplate any loſs, therefore, by ſails, maſts, .&c. | 
Mr. Coit hoped the motion would not prevail. He be- 
lieved the contracts were made for moſt of the articles neceſ- 
ſary for the completing of the veſlels. de: 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, that it appeared to him that the law paſſ- 
ed laſt year, had provided againſt the inconvenience mention- 
ed by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Parker.) The law - 
provides that the materials ſhall be ſafely kept for the uſe of 
the United States; therefore, ſuch materials as would not be 
wanted for the uſe of the Hulls would be ſafely kept under the 
proviſion of the law. No objection could be had to the mo- 
tion on that ground. | | 

Mr. Parker ſaid the materials for completing the veſſels 
were moſtly on hand, and only 171,000 dollars were wanted 
to complete them. It was true, he ſaid, that theſe veſſels 
would coſt more than any other he had heard of. The com- 
mon price in the Britiſh navy, he believed, was 1000l. ſterl- 
ing a gun. 'Thele ſhips coſt more on account of the very high 
price of labour; but they were alſo larger than ſhips carry- 
ing the ſame number of guns in other countries; another 
deck would have made them as large as 74's, and if they had 
been built as 74's, they would not have coſt more than 74,000). 
ſterling, but they had been built in their preſent form be- 
cauſe they beſt ſuited for ſervice. When finiſhed, he believ- 
ed, theſe veſſels would be an ornament to the country. He 
had ſeen ſhips of almoſt every nation, he faid, but he had ne- 
ver ſeen veſſels equal to theſe. / 

Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, if he underſtood the queſtion, the ar- 
guments of his colleague was ſufficient to prove that the 
amendment ought to be adopted. The queſtion was not 
what was to become of the materials when procured, but 
whether they were to be procured. It appeared that con- 
tracts were made for every part, ſo as to compleat the ſhips, 
but this motion went only to have the hulls finiſhed. If the 
houſe wiſhed the department to fulfill their contracts, they 
ſhould appropriate for that purpoſe, elſe it would leave the 
executive in an aukward ſituation. After every thing neceſ- 
lary to fulfill that contract to the completion of the ſhips had 
been purchaſed, it could be ſtored, or placed on board ſhip. 
tle hoped the queſtion would be decided, whether an appro- 
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1 
priation ſhould be made _ finiſhin 8 them according to 


former acts. 

Mr. Dearborn did not * whether he underſtood the 
extent of the report of the committee. He would by 
means wiſh to embarraſs the executive, or prevent his fall Ifill- 
ing every contract. He underſtood that after every contract, 
which had been made, there would be 24,000 dollars re- 
maining on hand; he ſuppoſed eve contract was included 
in the report as money expended, "Js deſign was only to 
confine the appropriation merely to the fum abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the preſent year. If he underſtood it wrong, 
and the committee would inform him, he had no objeCtion 
to withdraw his motion. As to the putting -up the , maſts, 
rigging &c. he had not heard mentione whether it was 
contracted for or not. He ſuppoſed, however, that it would 
not be done in the courſe of the preſent year. As he ob- 


ſerved before, he would not object to the appropriation, if 


exiſting contracts abſolutely required it. 
Mr. S. Smith {aid, that the expreſſion 1 in the reſolution was 
that dollars ſhould be appropriated for finiſhing the 


| veſſels.” The gentleman from Maffachuſetts was afraid of un- 


neceſſary expence, and propoſed to inſert “ hulls,” inſtead of 
veſſels. He believed this alteration would operate a very con- 
ſiderable injury to the United States; for, by the time the 
hulls was finiſhed, all over head would be ready. If theſe ſhips 
were got ready for ſervice, he faid, they might be uſed, or 
not. When he left Baltimore, the coopers- were at work 
on the water caſks; but, if this motion paſſed, they could not 
be completed, and the ſame with reſpect to cables, and other 
materials which were in hand. Inſtead of this kind of pro- 
ceeding being economy, it was downright waſte. If they were 
his veſſels, and he were building them for purpoſes of com- 
merce (dead as all trade was at preſent) he would finiſh them, 


to be ready againſt a more favorable change. Indeed if theſe 


veſſels were not ſoon finiſhed, more money would ſoon be 
wanted for Algiers. 

He acknowledged that theſe chips had coſt much more than 
was expected. But if any one had made a calculation four 


| years ago of the expence of building a houſe he would find that 


it would now coſt double. He believed they had cdſt too 
much; but he believed this was no rule why they ought not to 
be finiſhed. Until they were finiſhed, he believed we ſhould 
never have any certain peace with Algiers. They would make 
new demands; and, if they were not anſwered, would again 
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(:ize our veſſels, and carry our citizens into bondage. No treaty * 


would bind them, whilſt we were without armed ſhips. _ 
The queſtion was put for ſtriking out veſſels, and inſerting 
hulls, and negatived 51 to 22. | Ne 
The next reſolution which came under conſideration, was 
that propoſing the purchaſe of a ſcite for a naval yard. 
Mr. Parker doubted, from the ſpirit which ſeemed to be 
ſhewn on this occaſion, that this reſolution would not pals. 
Mr. W. Smith hoped this would be agreed to. Whatever, he 
faid, gentlemen may now think or determine on, it was proba - 
ble we ſhould ſometime become a naval power; and even with 
the moſt diſtant proſpect to that, it would ſhew economy to 
prepare for it: he ſaid, it never could be too ſoon to begin the 
buſineſs, and the moſt effectual method of procuring live oak, 
and preſerving it was to take the earlieſt means to obtain, and 
ſecure it when obtained, for ſeaſonabe uſe. He rs an ex- 
tract from the ſecretary at war's report in ſupport of the plan. 
Mr. Coit ſaid hi 1 the — of, dae ad. 
neſs. He ſaw in the report the ſalaries of two perſons already 
at Norfolk and Portſmouth for taking care of the timber at 
500 dollars each, 1000 dollars. If, he ſaid, they were to pay 
at this rate for overlobking the timber for one ſhip, what 
might they expect would be the expence of a 9 2 
Mr. Parker ſaid, the perſons to whom theſe ſalaries were 
paid took care of the timber at Norfolk and Portſmouth. It 


was neceſſary that ſome perſon ſhould look after it, or it ſhould 


be diſpoſed of; but, in caſe the preſent reſolution was agreed 
to, there would be no occaſion in future to pay theſe perſons as 
al the timber and other materials would be ſtored in the naval 
yard, He ſaid he had received an eſtimate from the war- 
office of the expence which would be likely to attend tho eſta- 
bliſhment of a naval yard. The expence of 100 acres of 


land, and all the neceſſary buildings, was eſtimated at 37,210 


dollars. * EO hea f ee od nnen ns ahi 
Mr. Nicholas ſaid, after having ſquandered ſo much money 
in getting timber for. theſe veſſels, he thought ſome change 
of habit. ſhould take place before they. embarked largely on 
this ſubject. They had given twice or thrice as much as the 
timber was worth, yet they were now called upon to go on in 
the ſame courſe. It was not the time, he ſaid, for going into 


this buſineſs. If ſuch a thing was even proper, two or three 


years could make but little difference, and there could be lit- 
tle doubt, but every thing could then be bought at half price. 
This, however, was not his principal objection. It was this, 
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he did not want to ſee any ſuch eſtabliſhment, a navy would 


never do any real good to this country, but would increaſe the 


unhappineſs of it. It would require large ſums of money to 
ſupport it; its benefits were doubtful, 10! it might be of very 
miſchievous conſequence to the nation. 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid he entirely agreed with the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) that there was a neceſlity for 
ſome change of habit; they appeared to be getting that change 
at preſent, and whatever their habits were at preſent, he ſup- 
poſed they would come right at laſt. Whatever might be 8571 
opinion of the neceſſity of a naval force, the European 
ons, he believed, would convince thei. of the neceſiity of 1 , 
if they only gave them time enough. 

It was an extraordinary thing, he ad, to look at the 5 
greſy' of economy in that houſe, with reſpect to theſe fri- 
gates. In the firſt place, fix frigates were neceſſary; they 
wore afterwards reduced to three, and becaufe an officer was 
appointed to take care of the timber left on hand, a gentleman 


from Connecticut wondered that 300 dollars mould b be ſo em- 


ployed. A motion had been made to confine the executive to 
fniſh the hulls of the ſuips only. This would have been 2 
ſtrange economy. Indeed ſuch attempts were made at econo- 
my on this buſineſs as were never introduced upon any other. 


The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) had gbferyed, 


there was no uſe for ſhips at all. If the houſe were of that 


opinion {uth a reſolution had better at once be come to; but 


the ſtrange ſort of heſitating conduct which was adopted, er- 
ceeded all that he had heard of in legiſlation, 3 

Had gentlemen who declared theſe veſſels to be of no uſe; 
—— the ſituation of this country; that i it depended 
wholly upon commerce for revenue; that that commerce was 
now put in jeopardy, and that no ſubſtitute had been found 
for the revenue thence ariſing? And would not all this hefi- 
tation, whenever the ſubject of a navy came under confidera- 
tion, tempt European nations to continue their unjuſt 9 
dations upon our property at fea ? It certainly would. 

But even gentlemen who wiſhed to confine themſelves wird 
ly to the finiſhing of the veſſels at preſent, would not furdly 
think it improper for them to eſtabliſh a: naval y ard, and'to 
ſecure timber for future uſe. Did thoſe gentlemen confider 
what it was to deprive the country of a rich mine of puny: 
ber? If they heſitated on this ſubject, they ſurely did not. 

Mr. S. ſaid, when gentlemen voted for an additional 
ment to defend o our. frontiers, when it was acknowledged 
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thoſe who lived upon them that they were unneceſſary, they 
did not ſhew ſuch caution. He thought gentlemen ſhould 
preſerve a conſiſtency in their votes; but whilſt they were very 


liberal on ſome ſubjects, they were wonderfully economical 


upon others. And on what, object, he ſaid, could they beſtow 
expence, that would make then ſo good areturn as commerce? 
Upon none; for, after every deduction of expence which may 
be gone into for its protection, a large ſurpluſage will remain. 
What had been faid by the gentleman from Maryland, on 
the ſubject of Algiers was very juſt; and the want of a naval 
power would have a ſimilar effe& upon all our negociations, 
as foreign nations would riſe or fall in their demands, accord- 
ing to power at ſea, The money thrown away upon Algiers 
to purchaſe peace, would have been much better employed in 
building ſhips ; for if we had a few ſhips that power would not 
have committed the depredations upon us which ſhe had done. 
And, faid he, whether the money waspaidto Algiersorexpended 
in building ſhips, it was in both caſes for the ſame purpoſe, viz. 
the protection of commerce. But there was this great diffe- 
rence between the two expenditures. In the one caſe, the 
dollars were ſhipped off to a foreign country, and in the other 
they were paid to our own citizens. The tron uſed was from 
our own, mines; the guns from our own manufactories; the 
hemp and every other material was of our own growth and 
manufacture, ſo that the money went into the hands of our ar- 
tizans, manufacturers and farmers. And, therefore, though 
the frigates had coſt a great deal of money, it was ſome modi- 
fication of the expence, to conſider, that the money was gone 
into the pockets of our own citizens. But, he aſked if the loſs 
we ſuſtained for the want of a naval power, couid be eſtimated? 
He ſaid it could not. We not only loſt our property, but our 
ſeamen, and they were not only loſt to us, but were probably 
in the ſervice of thoſe countries which were committing depre- 
dations upon us. The loſs of property, he ſaid, might be re- 
covered ; but a hardy race of ſeamen once loſt, could not be 
recovered. | 
What an affecting ſpectacle, ſaid he, had we the other day, 
of ſixty of theſe unfortunate men returning from Algerine ſla- 
very | They were received into the arms of their country with 
all the ſympathy which the occaſion called for; but could gen- 
tlemen help feeling, ar the ſame time, for the impotence of our 


government, when they recollected the liberty of theſe men 
had been purchaſed at a-very high price from a petty deſpot ? 
And, id he, Hall we continue to jo on thus, and encourage 


(am 


the tan ber powers to enſlave our ſeamen, by ſhewing ſo 8 great 


a reluctance to enter upon any meaſure which might afford a 
defence againſt their depredations ? 

He wiſhed gentlemen to pauſe a little, dane they determin- 
ed to reject the preſent propõſition; except, indeed, they were 
determined to turn a deaf ear to the diſtreſſes of commerce, 


by ſaying we will ſhut ourſelves up im our cells, and. if our citi- 


zens will go to ſea, let them abide the riſk: we will have no- 
thing to do with ſhips of war; we will lay a direct tax, from 
which we will be able to raiſe a revenue independent of com- 
merce, and live in peace. If this were their determination, 
experience would ſhew whether it was wiſe or otherwiſe. 
Mr. Murray believed it would be a very prudent meaſure 
to ſgcure the {hip timber in queſtion; for if we did not, it 
was probable ſome foreign na tion would get poſſeſſion of it. 
He did not know whether the laws of Georgia would permit 
foreigners to purchaſe the land upon which this timber 
grew; but if they would not, it would be no difficult thing 
to get poileſfion of it through the medium of an individual. 
If this country were to become a maritime power, and no one 
who conſidered the ſubject for a moment could doubt it, 
this. was too rich; a mine to be neglected. What had been 
faid about adopting the Chineſe policy, might ſerve to amuſe 
them; bat whenthey looked at the commerce of the country, 
it was impoſſible they ſhould not ſee the neceſſity of a naval 
force to protect that commerce againſt the depredations of 
any nation who choſe to attack it. Indeed it was come to 
rhis, they mult either provide for the protection of commerce, 
or deny the utility of it, and give it up altogether. © » 
But the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) 4 


afraid if theſe frigates were ſent out to ſea, they would in- 


volve us in a war. What! ſaid he, can it be ſuppoſed that 
three frigates would give us that ridiculous kind of ſpirit 
which would induce us at any rate to go to war. This would 
be a ſpecies of inſanity which he did not think it was probabk 
we ſhould fall into. No, theſe veſſels would ſerve to pro- 


tect our coaſts, and preſerve our commerce from attacks at 


leaſt within a ſmall diſtance from our own ports. How far 
they might ſerve to rehder us of ſome importance in the 
eyes of foreign nations, he could not tell: but he believed 


that three frigates wenld have a ter effect in this reſpect 


with us, than ten to Sweden, Denmark er Holland. We 
lie, ſaid he, near the high road of commerce to the Welt- 
Indies, and theſe three frigates, backed by national“ wealth, 


„ 


would ſhew a difpoſition to become a. maritime power, and 
would have their effect upon European nations. 

Beſides, Mr. M. ſaid, theſe veſſals would be the foundation 
of a future navy, He was for ſhaping our meane of defence 
to the means of affence employed againſt us by other nations; 
for until the European nations became wiſe enough to ceaſe 
from war, it was neceſſary to provide means of defence 
againſt their attacks, He ſhould, therefore, always give” his 
ſupport to every means of national defence, He withed our 
nation to ſtand upon a reſpectable foatin 1 a nation, ſince 
the moſt magnanimous conduct was no ſecurity againſt. the 
attacks of foreign powers. He ſhould, therefore, be in fa- 
vour of a nayal yards. and of providing ſhip timber for, fu- 
ture uſe, © 

Mr. Harper ſaid, the two reſolutions reſpecting a naval 
yard and a — 6 timber ſhould come undet conſide- 
ration together; becauſe, if no proyiſion was made for, pur- 
chaſing timber, a naval yard would be of no uſe. 

This queſtion, he. ſaid, was capable of bein "conſidered 
under two points of view ; the one whether .the meaſure 
was proper, and the other, if the meaſure was proper, whether 
it would not be better poltpaned for the preſent. Both of 
theſe points required a. conſiderable degree of , attention. 
There was a variety of conſiderations on both tges of the 
queſtion, and it. remained for them to determined for, the 
beſt. 


Was it proper for this country, he aſked, to turn its at- 
tention. towards marine ſtrength? Did not our ſituation, and 
the circumſtances in which we ſtand; compel us to, turn our 
attention to this object? He thought, they did, and for one 
or two reaſons which he would ſubmit to the. conſideration of 
the committee. 

It appeared to him out of queſtion that any kind of com- 
merce ſhould be continued without ſome, ſhips of war to pro- 
tect it. T his was the dilemma, in which we were placed. 
It was ſaid by ſome gentlemen that this dilemma- might be 
avoided, by ſuffering commerce to go on unprotected, and 
ſubject it to all riſæs; and that even then, there would be 
ſuficient benefit ariſing from it, to incuce its continuance. 
This he did not believe. If perſons engaged in commerce, 
could haveno dependance upon. the protection of government, 


a very few years, perhaps à few: wonthe more, might cor 


( 444 ) 
vince them that the buſineſs could not, and ought not to be 


continued. a . — 
The preſent government, he faid, had only been in exiſtence 
eight years, and nearly four of them commerce had been ſub- 
ject to every kind of depredation. The uſual calculation with 
reſpect to Europe was, that during every ten years, it would 
he ſubject to war, and that theſe wars would have a duration 
of from 6G to 8 years, in the courſe of which our property 
and citizens would be ſubject to the ſame violations and inju- 
ries which they had for the laſt four years experienced, if no 
proviſion was made by a naval power, to prevent it. ' 
- Beſides, he faid, perſons finding the inefficacy of govern- 
ment to protect them in their perſons and property (for 
which purpoſe governments were alone inſtituted) -would, 
in time, loſe all reſpe& for it. And this difpoſition* would 
extend to all claſſes of citizens; for, though at firft the mer- 
chants in feaports were the perſons who experienced this want 
of protection, it would, by degrees, fpread over the whole 
union; and, ſaid he, after a government ſhall once become 
contemptible-in the eyes of its own citizens; from its being 
unable to protect them, it was but another ſtep for them to 
with to drop it, and to hope for ſome new ſyſtem under 
which they might receive that protection which they could 
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not receige under it. He believed, therefore, commerce 
could not exiſt without a naval eſtabliſmment. 

Brought to this dilemma, ſaid he, which fide will you 
take? Will you give up commerce, or build à navy to protect 
it? Beſides, he faid, a great part of our citizens who' had 
been trained up in commerce from their infancy, could not 
be driven from that kind . er to which they had 
always been accuſtemed. They could not be induced, like 
the Chineſe, to ſtay at home, they would be engaged in 
commerce their fayourite purſuit. If they, then, were com- 
pelled to protect commerce, he aſked if there was any other 
way of doing it, than by a navy? He believed not. 'Freaties 
afford a feeble and very inadequate protection z they were 
broken, whenever it ſuited the intereſt of a nation to break 
them. Letters of Marque might afford ſome protection; but 
this would operate as a heavier tax upon the people than 
even the ſupport of = navy. The money which a merchant 
expended in this way would eventually come upon the peo- 
ple in the price which they would be obliged to pay for their 
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merchandize, and the means would be very inadequate to 

rotection. n wy | 653%, 
: In China and the Eaſt-Indies, Mr. H. faid, the inhabi- 
tants could ſhut themſelves up within their own territory, and 
avoid any intercourſe with foreign nations. In countries ſo 
ar removed from Europe, as to prevent any one nation from 
making a monopoly of its trade, this policy might exiſt. 
But could America lay up her ſhips, and ſay ſhe would open 
her ports to all nations ? No; that very inſtant you give up 
,our trade to that nation which has the greateſt power at ſea; 
for ſhe will inrmediately block up your ports, and oblige you 
to trade with them only. In order, therefore, to with 
all nations, we muſt be the carriers of our own produee, 
for other nations would not leave us at libertyto do ſo. The 
ſtrongeſt power would ſay to the others, you ſhall not trade 
with theſe people, you ſhall do ſo and fo, or we will go to 
war with you. You muſt, therefore, faid he, protect your 
own trade. „ee (PR eee 

Will theſe reſolvtions, then, ſaid he, if adopted, tend to 
this point? He believed they would. To provide à dock 
yard, and to take care of a ſupply of timber ſuitable for the 
purpoſe of ſhip building, were very eſſential ſteps. Much 
expence; he ſaid, would be ſaved in carrying on the builditig 
of ſeveral ſhips together in one yard, inſtead of having them 
ſtattered in different parts vf the union. Timber might alſo 
be laid up to ſeaſon in this yard, ſo as always to be ready for 
uſe ; for, he believed, that much of the delay which had at- 
tended the building of the ſhips now on the ſtocks, had been 
owing to the difficulty which had attended the procuring of 
proper timber. Beſides; M. H. ſaid, its being known to 
foreign nations, that you had provided a dock yard, would 
have ſome weight; it would at leaſt have the appearance of 
an intention of building a navy. . een ene 

With reſpect to the purchaſing of land clothed with 
live oak timber, he thought it a very deſirable meaſure. It 
was well known that this timber was corffined to a few ſpots 
a few ſea iſlands on the coaſt of S. Carolina and Georgia, 
nd ſome ſmall ſtrips along the ſea ſhore; and in each of 
theſe places there were only a few trees of a ſufficient ſize 
for building large ſhips. The land upon' which theſe trees 
grew, ſince the cultivation of cotton had been introduced into 
thoſe parts, was become valuable land for that ' purpoſe. 
This induced the people to cut down the timber and burn it; 


| (. 2008; 
for the ſake of getting' the land, and Prong was no Way of 
arreſting this practice, but by ſecuring the land; and, being 
of ſo good a quality, when the trees were cut down'; ; at dan 
probably : {ell tors deer price than was eriginally given, for 
mn a 
But, it might be aſked was'this a proper time for going 
int the buſineſs? He believed it was, It was his opinion, 
if they did not ſpeedily lay hold of this: timber, it might get 
into the hands of a foreign country. And, if the timber was 
ſecured, it was neceſſary to have à dock yard. He Whieved 
it important to 80 into the buſineſs at this time, when ou 
commerce was in a very embarraſſed ſituation; for, if this 
buſineſs was not now entered intq; our citizens would de- 
ſpair of any thing bein g done for them. It was time, hefaid, 
they ſhould ſhow. a diſpoſition to repel the injuries which 
were loaded upon them by foreign nations; for, if we did 
not ſhew, this. diſpoſition, we might. n Fomtigua re- 
s of theſe injuries. 

He was, thereforc, conpinced that this Was the 
time to begin a buſineſs of this kind. He believed it ..would 
have heen a fortunate thing for this country, if it had. been 
begun five years ago; If this had been the caſe, he believed 
the frigates would long ſince have been finiſhed: -. The ſooner, 
however, they now begin the buſineſs, the ſooner it would 
be completed. And when a dock yard was once eſtabliſhed, 

a ſmall expence would keep it u. 

. "Theſe conſiderations had appeared to 1 of ſufficient 

| importance to induce him to vote for the meaſure, and he 
truſted they would form ſome apology for his having raken 
up ſo.much of the time of the committee, 
MI. Gallatia ſaw no connection between the two eln 
tions, which the gentlemansjuſt ſat down thought it neceſſary 
to connect together. The laſt reſolution propoſed the pur- 
chaſe of land clothed with live oak; the preſent propoſed the 
appropriation of a ſum of money for. purchaſing the ſcite of a 
naval yard, Kc. as a foundation for à navy, The, laſt went 
only to the ſecuring-of timber for the building of a navy, if 
at any day it ſhould be thought neceflary ;” he believed he 
ſhould vote for the laſt, but certainly againſt the firſt. 

They had been told that no commerce could, exiſt without 
protection, and that that protection muſt be a navy; from 
whence it would follow, that if a navy was neceſſary to prot 
commerce it muſt be a navy competent to vie withthe navies of 
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het nations: He would here aſk, how gentlemen drew: 
their concluſion, that commerce could not exiſt without the 
protection of a navy. He wiſhed they would ſhew from the 
example of any nation in Europe, or from our own example 
that commerce and navies had gone hand in hand. There 


was no nation, except Great Britain, he ſald whoſe navy had 


any connection with commerte. No nation, except England 
and Holland, had more to- do with commerce than this 


country, and yet we had no navy; and though for the four 
laſt years, this commerce had been ſubject to continual de- 


predations, it was not exceeded by any nation, except the 
to he had named. And if they looked to Europe, they 
would find there was no connection between navies and 
commerce. Ruſſia and Sweden had conſiderable navies, but 
little commerce; whilſt Holland, whoſe navy was by no means 
large, ranked next to England with refpect to commerce. 
Hamburgh, he ſaid, was one of the firſt commercial ſtates in 
Europe, yet ſhe had no navy; Navies, he ſaid, were the in- 
ſtruments of power more calculated to annoy the trade of 
other nations, than to protect that of the nation to which 
they belong. N Ws | 

The gentleman laſt up told them commerce could not exiſt 
without a navy, yet he faid it was impoſſible to prevent per- 
ſons who. had been brought up in this way, from purſuing it. 
The gentleman ſeemed here to admit of a contradiction. If 
it were impotlible to prevent the people from followivg their 
commercial purſuits, notwithſtanding all the injuries t ar com- 
merce ſuſtained, he did not ſee how the poſition -.- ..d be efta- 
bliſhed, that it could not exiſt without a navy. As to what 
had been ſaid about Chineſe policy, he did not underſtand it. 
if they meant the Chineſe had nothing to do with commeree, 
they were certainly wrong, for they had much commerce. It 
was true, from their ignorance, they did not undertake long 
voyages, either to Europe or America; they confined them- 
(elves nearer home, but they had, notwithſtanding, very con- 
liderable commerce. | | 

But there was another poſition which he ſhould take in op- 


poſition. to gentlemen who ſupported the creation of à navy, 


iz. that however uſeful or deſirable a navy might be, this 
country was not. equal to the ſupport of one. We might 
have two or three frigates indeed, but, when he ſaid we could 
not ſupport a navy, he meant to ſay we could not ſupport ſuch 
1 navy as ſhould claim reſpect, in the ſenſe which thoſe gen- 
temen ſpoke of it; ſuch as being an object of terror to fo- 
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reign nations. If they calculated what the three frigates had 
oft, conſidered the ſcanty manner in which this country was 
peopled; our inability to raiſe any very large revenue ; and 
the high price of labour, the truth of this aſſertion would ap- 
ar evident. | | I: 7 
Again, if ſuch a navy were created, how was it- to, be: man- 
ned ? Hewiſhed gentlemen to point out any mode in which 4 
navy could be manned in this country without having recourſe 
to the abominable practice of impreſſment. If the nations of 
Europe found it impoſſible to man their fleets without Having 
recourſe to theſe violent means, he believed it would be im- 
poſſible, without breaking down thoſe barriers which ſecured 
the liberty of every citizen, to man a navy in this country. 
Perhaps he might be aſked, if we were, then, to be-lefi 
without protection? He thought there were means of pro- 
tection which aroſe from our peculiar ſituation, and that we 
ought not to borrow inſtitutions from other nations for which 
we were not fit. If our commerce had increaſed, notwith- 
ſtanding its want of protection; if we had a greater number 
of ſeamen than any other nation, except. England, this, he 
thought, pointed out the way in which commerce ought to be 
protected. The fact was, that our only mode of warfare a- 
gainſt European nations at ſea, was by putting our ſeamen on 
board privateers, and covering the ſea with therm; theſe 
would annoy their trade, and diſtreſs them more than am 
ether mode of defence we could adopt. % ek RY 
In his opinion, there was a much more effectual way of ſe · 
curing the reſpect of foreign nations than by building a navy; 
this was by applying all our reſources to the payment of our 
public debt. Two thirds of our preſent revenue, he ſaid, 
went to the payment of the intereſt of this debt. If we weie 
therefore, firſt to exert ourſelves to pay off that debt, a few 
years hence, he ſaid, we ſhould be infinitely better prepared 
to attempt a navy. | | . 
He judged for himſelf on this occaſion, and he wiſhed eve- 
ry member to do the ſame. He thought it impoſſible for 
this country at preſent to ſupport a navy, and as a naval yard 
would be of no uſe, except it could be employed, he ſhould 
de againſt granting any money for that purpoſe. He wiſhed, 
however, if they poſſeſſed any advantages for ſhi ing 
which might be deſirable twelve or fifteen years hence, when 


our means were increaſed, he wiſhed to tranſmit thoſe advan- 


tages to the next generation unimpaired. He was, 
willing to appropriate a ſmall ſum for the purchaſe of live oa; 
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not becauſe, we; wanted now, e Ne e | 
ure day, if they ſhould be wanted. 7 | 

The commictee roſe and had leave to fit again. 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid, yeſterday, when the ahbe of apprp- 
ations was under confifleration, ſome objections were made 
8 — 50,000 dollars eſtimated as neceſſary for the purpoſes of 
reign: Intercourſe;-arid information was called for upon this 
2 He had received ſome information on this head; 
but as he had it not officially, he would propoſe a reſolution to 
the Houſe for obtaining it The. following was propoſed and 
ed to: N 
1 Reſolved; That est of the Trealury be direct- 
ed to lay before this houſe ſuch information as he may poſſeſs, 
or be able to obtain; relative to the expenee of proſecuting the 
claims of our citizens whoſe property may have been captured 
by the belligerent powers, for which the ſum of o, ooo dol- 
lars is eſtimated as neceſſãry for the preſent year. 
The — — on motion, * hourned to ten o'clock to- mor- 
row. 
. WES NAA 3 


a sand, bu, 11. 


A 3 of. Sufannab Ruſſel, of the ſtate of Virgina, 
widow and adminiſtratrix of Charles Ruſſel, . deceaſed, 
preſented- to the houſe, and read, praying relief, 1 in the Fg of of 
certain lands granted for the military ſervices of the deceaſed, 
a3 an officer in the Virginia line, on the ſtate eflabliſhment, 
during+the- late war, which have been ceded by the Uaited 
— to the Chickaſaw nation of Indians. 

Ordered, That the fail petition be referred to the commit- 
tee of claims. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee appointed on 
the 16th-of December laſt, to enquirꝭ into the actual ſtate of 
the fortifications of the ports and harbours of the United 
States; and whether any, and what further proviſion is ne- 
cflary to be made on that ſubject, which lay on the table, be 
committed to a committee of the whole houſe, on Wedneſday 
nent. | 
Mr. Dwight Foſter, "WR the committee of claims, to whom 
vere referred the petitions of Ludwig Kuhn, and of Mordecai 
Sheftal, made a + gan: which was read and conſidered: 


Whe 


reupon, 
Reſolved, That the prayer of the perit ion of N r 
caynnot be granted. 855 
Vol. II. 23 
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. Ordered, That ſuch parts of the faid report as relate mot 
petition of Mordecai Sheſtall, be committed to a committee of 
the whole houſe, on ; Wedneſday: nent. „ rt act 

Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee of elams Wollte 
were referred the petition of the ration of Nhode Iſland 
college, and a report of the of the 'Freaſurythereon, 
made a report, which was read, amd ordered to be — 
| 7 a.committes of the 9 5 Houſe, F next. 

On motion, 442 e en 
| | Reſolved, That a committee be bee to enqtire into 

the propriety of authorizing the: accounting officers of th 
Treaſury /tv.:adjifſt and ſottfe albeftie Hg ceffary 'xpences and 
reaſonable demands as have been orcafioned by the 
and trial ofperſons for offences; during the late inſurre con, to 

be paid out of the fund appropriated by the act of laſt ſeſſton; 
and that the ſaid committee report thereon; by bill or e. 
wiſe. mr una 

Ordered, That Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Swift, and be Nicholas 
be appointed a committee, purſuant to the faid reſolution! --- 

On motion, the Houſe again reſolved itſelf into a — 
of the whole, on the report of the committee on the ſtate of 
the Naval Equipment, Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair, hen the 
queſtion was put upon the following reſolution, and egatibed, 
there being only 23 votes in favour of it. 

« Reſolved, That doHyars ovght to be | 
for the purpoſe of buying and fitting up for the United States, 
2 proper ſcite for a Naval Tard.“ 

The laſt reſolution, in the following words, then came under 
conſideration, vi. 

« Reſolved, That dollars ought to be a 
for the purpoſe of purchaſing live oak and red cedar timber, or 
lands ſtored therewith, tor naval purpoſes.” 

Mr. W. Smith hoped this reſolution — be agreed to, 2 
though that houſe was now diſinclined to go into the building 
of a navy, it might be the wiſh of a future Congreſs to protect 
our commerce by an adequate navai force, it would be prudent 
therefore, to ſecure any advantages which we at preſent pol- 
ſeſſed, for building of ſhips of war. On this account it was, that 
it was propoſed to ſecure certain lands covered with valuable 

ſhip timber. This, he ſaid, was a ſubject of conſiderable may- 
nitude. It was to be regretted that meaſures had not been 
adopted ſooner to get poſſeſſion of this land, as it would have 
been got cheaper than at preſent, bur it would be got cheaper 
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now than if it were longer delayed. He r defirable 
meaſure, and truſted it would be agreed to. 

Mr. W. Lyman ſaid, he wanted ſome ae the 
{ubjech, befare he could vate for the preſent meaſure, He 
wiſh:d to know how much dand was neceſſary whether all the 
land propoſed to be purchaſed: was. covered with large timber. 
He ſuppoſed if this land vs purchaſed, they muſt: * 
Forreſters to take care the timber was not carried off. 
perhaps, on enquiry, it might be found to be of more —.— 
to the country to. have the land for cultivation, than to have it 
covered with timber. He wiſhed theſe things to be made dear 
before he appropriated money for this:purpoſe. » 

Mr. Venable thought this meaſure premature. Hare as 
ceſſary to have information on the ſubject; for, if he. was ever 
ſo much diſpoſed to purchaſe the land in queſtion, he did not 
know what money would be neceſſary for the :purpoſe. He 
neither knew the quantity of land, of timber, or the price cf 
land in that country, and they had no kind of eſtimate before: 
them. He had no objection to an enquiry being made on the 
ſubject, as to the quantity of land and of timber, and the pro- 
bable price of it. This might be uſeful to the houſe and ena- 
ble them to form ſome eſtimate on the ſubject; but, without 
ſuch information, he did not know how gentlemen who were 
ſtrangers to the country, could vote. Doubtleſs as ſoon as any 
law paſſed to purchaſe this land, it would be made a matter of 
ſpeculation, and land which might be purchaſed low now, 
would then be charged a very high price. : 

Mr. Parker. faid he had made ſome enquiry ana ſubject, 
and found that there were large tracts of land in the ſtate of 
Georgia} covered with this timber, and he had no doubt but 
a ſufficient quantity might be got at from three to four dollars 
an acre. : He had received an eſtimate from the War Office, 
of a tract of land on the iſland of St, Mary in Georgia, which 
might be purchaſed for 64,000 dollars, and would be ſuffici- 
ent, by ſucceſſive growth, to ſerve the United States for cen- 
turies to come; but if advantage was not taken of this land 
now, ſome Eurapean government might get poſſeſſion of it. 
In Great-Britain they had not ſufficient timber for their navy, 

without Raving recburſe to foreign countries; they were alſo 
ſimilarly fituated in France, and if their reſources in the north 
of Europe failed, they would doubtleſs . havę recourſe to Ame- 
rica, and they would find no difficulty in getting poſſeſſion of 
t. It, therefore, it was the object of this government at any 
time to have a navy, it was of 2 to ſecure this tim- 
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ber; it would: be-one of the wiſeſt meaſures which could — 
adopted. As to this land beitig wanted for cult 
was ſearcely probable; as there was land enough in that. ſhite 
to ſuſtain four million of inhabitants, and they had not Ind. 


ſieent rnorv than 200,000 white people in the whole late 


Mr. Rutherford was in fayourofthe meaſure; 1 
pradent ; for, though he truſtecd we ſhould never have a large 
navy, yet it was proper to have à reſerve of this ſort, as it migit 
be fold for at leaſt as much as it coſt, if it was not wanted: 

Mr. Milledge faid the gentleman from. g. Carolinw (Mr 
Harper) had made a correct ſtatement with retpect to the ſtiip- 
timber growing in Georgia; there was a conſiderable quan- 
tity: of it along the coaſt extending three or four miles from 
the ſhore. In collecting the timber for the ſrigates g tire 
had been conſiderable difficulty, he ſaidy: in protoring timber 
large enough, almoſt the whole of - their ſea iſſands ere · 
amined for the purpoſe. Previous to the revolution; He fad, 
the king of Grrat- Britain directed a ſurveyꝝ to be made b tlieir 
coaſt on the ſubject of ſhip timber, and there was one iſland + 
in particular which was reported tb contain the fineſt timber 
on the eoaſt; this was the iſland of chat. Since the intto- 
duction of the growth of cotton, the ſoil was become very va- 
luable, and every year great quantities of this. timber was cut 
dcn, for the purpoſe of clearing the ground for the tultivas 
tion of:that article. This land, he ſaid, fold for two or thret 
guineas an acre. He thought if the United States were poi · 
ſeſſed of this iſland, it would be ſufficient for building any 
number of ſhips for wliich they might have oecafion. ß... 

Mr. Holland ſaid; the gentleman from Georgia had inform- 
ed them there had been great difficulty to procure timber ſuf 
ficiently large for the frigates; the price of the frigates wrus 4 


ſufficient evidence of that difficulty. He had made a calcu- 


lation, and found that/five ninety gun ſhips built of Medite-, 
ranean timber would not coſt ſo much as our three frigates. 
It was not neceſſary, therefore, to take any means to ſecure 
our timber, becauſe, if it ſhould fail, it might be procured 
from the amen n better terms, it ſeemed, than 
from our own foreſts. < 32414 
The gentleman from 'Georpid, 8. Caroling;: and Virginia, 
differed conſiderably with reſpect to the value of the land on 
which this timber grew. Beſides, he ſaid, it was not yet de- 
termined, that a navy would ever be deſirable in this country, 
and therefore it was not neceſſary to go into a ſpeculation of 
this ſort. He —— * had much better pay — * 
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chan go into Jperniations ofipurchaſes-of ind for the ſake 
of timber which, might never be wanted. We ſhould: firſt be 
juſt: and pay our debts, und then, if any —— it 
might be appropriated to purchaſe timber iſlands 0:4 
Mr. Williams ſaid, he was at a loſs how to v 2 
caſion. e did not know whether he land was good or bad, 
or whether the timber growing upon it was in large quanti- 
ties, or in ſmall. The gentleman from 8. Caralina had ſaid, 
the land was of the beſt kind, and that the timer would be 
cut down for the fake of. cultivation; the gentleman from 
Virginia believed it very indifferent, andi the gentleman from 
Georgia thaught it worth three: guineas an acre.. In order to 
get ſome more accurate ænotledge on the ſubjact, he wiſhed 
the Preſidentata be: authorized: to make enquiry on the ſub- 


| i propoſtd.:a reſolution to that effect; hut the Chair- 


an informing; him-.dt not then in er it as wit h- 
drowns. - Satan tadttyal. r aſi; Atrin ef: 
Mr. Heath: aid it would. firſt be 7000 lw whether 
there was a deſire for igerraſing the navy, before they: went 
into any ſcheme like the: preſent. He believed there was: 
timber enough on hand for the three frigates, and he ſaw no 
neceſſity fut providing; more. The gentleman from &. Caro- 
lina was apprehenſive, that if we did not purchaſe this land 
the timber wd get into, the hands of foreigh agents. He 
wiſhed they would purchaſe it he would rather have their 
money than the timber; he thouglit it would be ot 
ſervice to the eountry. He ſhould be glad if they would pur- 
chaſe all our foreſts. He:was ſorry to es an appetite in that 
houſe for a large navy; to increaſe our ſhips of war, he ſaid, 
would-be to increaſe our folly, and diſgrace our councils to 
poſterity. Were this law to be paſſed, they might expect to 
have forty or fifty-perſons employed for one purpoſe or other; 
and they ſhould have a quantity of timber lying in their na- 
val yard rotting, thr he hoped it would, never be ulad. for og 


of war. 


He faldy he was « to ſee ſuch a * ta imitate the 
praQtice of monarchial governments ; he wiſhed to ſtand aloof 
trom European politics and European; broils; and could al- 
moſt wiſh, with an eminent philoſopher, now no more, “ that 
Nature would raiſe her everlaiting bars between the new 
and the old world, and make a aner to nn as imprac- 
dect aner che. Moon. „rh | Wa 


* Mr. Rirtenhouſe, 
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Nr. S. Smith ſaid he was not in Swe es che bers ackich 
the gentleman laſt up. wiſhed to be placed berwixt us and Eu- 
ropean nations. The reſtilution before them, he- ſaid; propoſ . 
ed to ſecure timber: for the purpoſe 1  bullding thips.of wan 
ara future day. or mart. ͤ ol „ 297 MY CEL 

It had been ſaid by the gentleman — Virginia (Mr: Nis 
cholasÞthatall the advantages which were derived from com- 
mereo would not. counterbalance the evils which/a-navywould 
introduce; It weuld he proper, therefore, td enquire into this 
matter. Our commerce he ſaid, had-grown up and turprifs 
ed the world; and burſelves, without protection; but would 
thls commerce · eontimue to proſperꝭ unprotected : He fuppoſy 
ed not / Our cbmmorte, he ſaid, had produred from the efs 
tabliſhment of the overnment, a revenue vf feventy« 
frue millions of dollars. And how, he ufked, had this been | 
expended? Iranight bs ſuppoſed from therarguments of gen- 
tlemen, that it had been laviſhed on commerce. Had this 
been the caſel? If it dead, commerciab men had no right to 
cumplain ; but if it had not; they had a juſt right to complain 
that no protection was held out to them Of this ſum, there 
had been expended, he 1atid; on the weſtern frontier, and to 
quell the weſtern inſurrection, between twelve and fifteen mils: 
lions; and the reſt, how had it been applied ? It had been ap- 
plied to pay the intereſt and part of the public debt, 10 pay 
te civil liſt, and other expences of government. Except 
about 100,000 dollars which had been appropriated for the 
frigates all theſe 75 millions had been expended on objects 
foreign from commerce, But gentlemen ſaid theſe 500,000 

dollars had been thrown away, Grant this; he trufted they 
fnould learn wiſdom from it in future. Was then, oneleigh- 
rieth part of what had been produced by commerce too much 
to have been expended upon it? Some gentlemen ſeemed to 
be of that opinion, and wiſhed the veſſels fold. None of 
thoſe gentlemen whoſe property of every kind had been in- 
. by the plenty which commerce had introduced, were 
to hold” out . band to Protect * at a — when it 
was opprefſed.  * [ 

-  Butzie "might: be ſaid; commerdial men a ik pay this 
money. He knew they did not; he was well aware the peo- 
ple at large paid it q but it was derived from wer rages und 
without it would not have been paid 
He had ſaid that only one eightieth partiof tho e 
produced by commerce had been expended upon it; but, 
was this revenue alone the only benefit derived from com · 
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merce? No; there were adyantages every where to be ſeon 
in the proſperity and independence of the country, whether, 
aid he, we look in the large cities, in the villages, or upon 
the plantation of the farmer, all carry the ;chearful appear- 
ance of plenty, as a conſequence. of commercial enterpriſe. 

Go where you will, ſaid he, throughout the whole continent 
of America, and you ſee wealth, independence and thappinels, 
ariſing from the proſperity introduced by cmmer ee. 

The nations of Europe, Mr. S. ſaid, had long looked with 
envy on the American commerce, and, if it were to be left 
unprotected, they might ſeize upon it at pleaſure. Had not 
this been the caſe ?, Had not Great Britian taken three 
millions of our vnptodecbec pro perty? And what did we ſay 
to them ? We ſtood aghaſt. looking at one another. One 
man propoſed one thing,, and one man another; we reſted 
ſatisfied with ſending an envoy to treat a treaty had been 
made, but a ſingle ſhilling had not been received, and the 
other day when go, ooo dollars were propoſed to be appro-— 

priated to pay the expence of proſecuting theſe claims, many 
= were urged againſt it. Indeed it ſeemed as if ſome 
gentlemen would have no objection to wy the commerce 5 
the country wholly deſtroyed. S 

Another nation ſeeing the ſpo Bades com>. on our 
property with impunity by the © Britiſh hack followed her ex- 
ample, and had ſeized to the amount of from five to fix 
millions. They had no commerce, and therefore it was out 
of our power even to retaliate upon them. They ſay, „you 
ſuffered the Britiſh to take your property to our diſadvantage, 
therefore, we will take it to theirs.” And fo, ſaid hey we 
are buffetted and abuſrd on all ſides. 

He ſuppoſed, however, it. was to no purpoſe going; into 
arguments on this ſubject, as he doubted not the minds of 
members were determined upon it. In the courſe: of 20 or 
30 years, hen it ſhall have been loſty we ſhall have learnt 
to know the. value of commerce, upon which the happineſs 
of the United States, in a great'meafure; at preſent depends. 

They had been aſkęd by the gentleman foom Pennſylvania 
(Mr. Gallatin) in what nation, beſides Great Britain, their 
navy went hand in hand with commerce. He would aſk that 
gentleman in what nation commerce had flouriſhed to'any ex- 
tent, without a navy? He knew of none; and the commerce 
of this country could not be brought as an inſtance, as unex- 
ampled depredations had been committed upon it for the laſt 
four years. It would be needleis to ſhew to that 
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that the commerce of all nations, from the earlieſt period of 
time, which was not protected by a navychad been conſtant- 
ly kept in a ſtate of depreſſion. His o. reading ON 
[ef furniſhed him with the information. * 
In the dark ages of European hiſtory, Mr. 8. Kid, the 


Hanſeatie League (of which Hamburgh was à port) roſe up 


in the commercial line; they protected their commerce; 


they forced reſpect to their ſhips; though fingle cities, they 


ftood againſt all the empires which ſurrounded them; until 


navies were raiſed againſt them. The Dutch afterwards roſe 
into conſequence, and extended their ' commerce to diftant 
parts of the globe. At this period the commerce of England 


had ſcarcely a name. But during the long Parliament in 


England, the famous navigat ion act paſſed, after which "the 


commerce of that country began to extend itſelf to 


of the globe. The waters of Holland, he ſaid, wo uld abt : 
admit of lar arge ſhips, and in conſequence their trade wi de 


prefſed, 'and America at this time Poſſeſſed more ſhipping 


— DN | cet 


The gentleman from Perinſyjvanis had ſaid Hamburgh whs 


without protection; but did not that gentleman, know; that 


ſhe owed her ſafety to the conſtant jealouſy of Denmark and 


Pruſſia. And what was this trade, he aſked ? It was not 
carried on by their own ſhips. America did much to the 
ſupport of that trade. When did you ſec faid he, an Ham- 
— was principaly 
carried on by the veſſels of other nations. It was true, that 


burgh veſſel ? Scarcely ever. Their 


at preſent it was a city of great commerce; but its liberty de- 
— upon the jealouſy of two great Potentates, and the 


moment they agreed, it would fall to that power which * 


ſeſſed the ſtrongeſt naval force. 
It was ridiculous, he faid; to think of ſupporting my con- 
. fiderable commerce, without a naval force; but gentlemen” 


fay, if we had armed ſhips, they would lead us into war; 40 _ 
we could not have power, but we muſt abuſe it. This ras | 


paying us no compliment; but he differed: widely in opinion 
from gentlemen on this ſubject, he was of opinion that if we 
had twelve ſhips of war, no European power would commit 
the depredations upon us which they did at preſent. | 


Great Britain ſeized upon the ſhips of Denmark; what | 


did ſhe do in return? She armed, and ſaid ſhe would not 
fubmit to be ſo treated, and reſtitution was made. But what, 
he aſked, was done to us? We were put off by a trial; and, 


after gaining our cauſes, we were ſent to the Weſt Indies, to 


( 


(ok redreſs from the captain who committed the injuſtice 

againſt us ; and, if he were not able to pay, then we had to 

return again - to G. Britain for ſatisfaction. If, ſaid he, we 
had 12 ſhips of war, they would not treat us thus. 

70 him, he ſaid, the conduct of renin was very ex- 
traordinary. There were five large ſea „from which 
came moſt of the revenue of the United ir "theſe ports, 
for the good of the whole, Joined heartily i in the Federal' go- 
vernment; before that time they were in the Habit of raiſing 
revenue from other States, but they joined the. General Go- 
vernment, in hope of meeting with protection from it. 
They nom ſaw how they were to be protected. Fifteen 
millions of property had been expended in the defence of 
one part of the union, and yet the "repreſentatives from 
that quarter ſeemed to riſe, as in a maſs, to vote againſt any 
prote ing given to commerce. He was aſtorfiſhed to 
ſee ſuch 223 from men ſo well informed on _ ſub- 
jets. * 

They had been, cold by the adi from V nent, (Mr. 
Nicholas) that it was 'necefſary they ſhould chrrect their 
habits. They were frequently told ſo from the pulpit; but 
prejudices, he ſaid, grew up with them, which'it was difficult” 
to hake off. In ne arts of the Union, commerte Was 
carried on by means of Reza agents and factors, who took 
their produce at an under value; and being ſo brought u 
perſons were prejudiced in favour of that way of doing vaſe | | 
nels, Pethaps the mind af the gentleman from Virginia 
might op a 1 of this kind; if ſo; hie c6uld* have no 
juſt idea of an independetit commerce. He hoped gentle- ö 
men would endeavour tò get clear of theſe kind of plejudioes, > 
and join heartily in ſupporting pod protecting an Benourable 
and independent commerce. 

Mr. Coit ſuid, if the gentleman laſt up was poſſelled of "Q's 
ſpirit of prophecy, he might doubtleſs foretel the cents he 
had mentioned; and if eloquence was to effect his point he 
might perhaps be ſucceſsful ; but eloquence Was not argu- 
nent, and he thought the gentleman hatt wandlerkd grenely'! 
from the queſtion, which was, whether a. quantity of tender 
and ſhould be Purchaſed for the future  pirpoſes of owe 
ment. Hen NYFf'T 22 22070 

It was not ſurpriſin ing, that gentlewen one withed 2 Hoval 
eſtabliſhment, ſhould lay hold of every thing with avidity 
dich led that way. For his part, be hoped the United“ | 
"Yates would not at preferit go intd a nave.” Hel bellevedt 11; | 
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the United States would be more proſperous without a nayy 
than with one. They therefore differed in opinion and 
except he ſhould be convinced he was wrong, he ſhould cer. 
tainly vote againſt the preſent queſtion. 

But it was faid, this timber might be n at [foe 
future period, when it could not be had. He thought The 
arguments on this- point totally inadequate... No buſineſs 
could be undertaken by the public upon ſo good terms as by 
individuals. So ſoon as you open the door of the treaſury, 
you cannot tell the amount which will be wanted out of tt. 
When the land was, purchaſeyl, it muſt be taken care df 
what further expence would be neceſſary, he could not fay: 
Perhaps it would be ſaid, when, they were in poſſeſſion of 
timber, that ſince they had the timber, they, ought yy ** 
ceed with building ſhips. 

Beſides, he ſaid, there was no buſineſs, % uncertain and 
ruinous as that of ſpeculation to an individual, andd if 
to individuals how much more ſo would it be to the public. 
'The expence being certain, and the advantage very: cope 
gent, he ſhould, therefore, be oppoſed to the reſohution.,; . 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he would not have troubl the com- 
mittee again on this bulinefs,. had not the gentleman. from 


Maryland (Mr. S. Smith) attacked gentlemen from the · fron- 


tiers, with being lets inclined than others, to give proteBiion 
to commerce. 

On this ground, * bad e the commaercia 
intereſts of this country were ſo with thoſe of agri- 
culture, that any protection which it was in the power of the 
United States to give them, he would always be ready to 


give. He conceived that the protection given, to com- 


merce. wogld, tend to increaſe the price of prodpcrs 3 1 
though the farmers were not fo immediately Injured b os 
miſchief which -* nee, ey in the 9 pf * 


did not amount to 75 millions. He had no papers by him, 
and t not truſt hig amor y in reſpect to ae yet 


3” > ih -$>o + 


WECEV, ts CAFE ID I wed: JI” SI. 0 © 


r 


( 459 ) 


he would affert, that inſtead of 75, the duties ariſing from 
commerce ſince the eſtabliſhment of the government, would 
fall ſhort of 35 millions. He believed they would not exceed 
zo. Again, when the gentleman ſpoke of the expence on 
the frontier being from 12 to 15 millions, he was miſtaken. 
He could ſpeak with certainty on this ſubject. The expence 
of the military and militia was eight million, and the laſt year 
the amount of expence was 1,200,000 ; therefore, this ex- 
pence was only nine, inſtead of twelve or fifteen millions. 

He would ' obſerve, that this money was not expended 
ſolely for the protection of the frontier, nor at the requeſt of 
the inhabitants, þut for other purpoſes; and that gentleman 
muſt do him the juftice to ſay, that when the queſtion was be- 
fore them for providing a defence for the frontier, he was as 
much for ſaving expence as upon this occaſion. He had no 
particular view: his wiſh was to ſave expence, and thereby 
promote the general intereſts of the Union. * 

Mr. G. ſaid, he was ſtill of opinion that a navy was not eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary to the protection of commerce. Nothing 
he had heard on that ſubject, had at all tended to change his 
opiniqn. It might to a certain degree be convenient; but he 
thought the expence greater than the advantages to be de- 
rived from ſuch an eſtabliſhment. In this aſſertion, he 
would ſay he was warranted by the example of all other nati- 
ons. No nation, except Great Britain, had any navy in pro- 
portion to its commerce; and that navy was erected more for 
the purpoſe of extending her power; than for the protection 
of her cotnmerce. He would aſſert, from an inveſtigation of 
the moſt authentic official documents, that the amount of ton- 
nage employed in foreign trade in this country, was equal to 
that employed in any other except Great Britain. The ob- 
ject of a navy, he ſaid, was not ſo much to protect commerce 
25 to augment the power of a nation. But, if we were to be 
dazzled by the conduct of Great Britain in this reſpect, ſo as 
to defire to imitate her example, becauſe ſhe is a powerful 
nation and has an extenſiye trade, it would be well to conſi- 
der the conſequences of this policy. It was true they had 
three hundred ſhips of war. And what, ſaid he, is the price 
they have paid for them? Their public debt is upwards of 
three hundred millions ſterling, and this debt had been chiefly 
produced by this navy. This was not merely his opinion, he 
would refer to Sir John Sinclair, the author of a treatiſe on 
the revenues of Great-Britain, who proves, that it had been 
owing to the navy that their debts was at the enormous amount 


( 9. 3 
he had mentioned, and that extenſive, navies had been the 


ruin of every nation which had poſſeſſed them. red 
But, Mr. G. Fad, he might he told that this was a mere 
theoretic opinion of his own, and that a navy was eſſential 
to this country. He ſaid, he did not preſume to judge for 
generations to come; but he would repeat that we were not 
at preſent capable of ſupporting a navy; our ſituation would 
not admit of it; our revenues were not ſufficient, and men 
could not be got, without recourſe to arbitrary and unwar- 
rantable meaſures to raiſe tbemn. 17 
He had ſaid, when he was up yeſterday on this, ſubject, that 
if we were in poſſeſſion of any reſources for ſhip building, he 
ſhould wiſh them to go unimpaired to poſterity, and that he 
was therefore willing to do ſomething towards the purchaſe of 
land; but, from the information which he had received that 

day, on that floor, he thought the reſolution premature. 
They had been told by the chairman of the committee, that 
64,000 dollars would be ſufficient ta purchaſe ſufficient tim - 
ber land for the purpoſe in view; a gentleman from Georgia 
had told them that a certain iſland muſt be the object, which 
was worth from two to three guineas an acre; but he had 
alſo told them, that it was with great difficulty that timber 
was found ſufficiently large for the frigates now building: It 
followed, that thoſe iſlands did not produce timber ſufficient · 
ly large tor ſhips of war, though it might be large enough for 
merchantmen. Though this timber might be very good, yet 
if its fize did not anſwer, the buſineſs' was premature. He 
thought they ought not to go further, therefore, at. preſent 
than to empower the Preſident to make enquiries on the 

ſubject. 1 . « | : 4 * 2 a * 
Mr. Chriſtie ſaid, he was far from thinking commerge was 
not worthy of protection. He would give it all the protection 
he could; but he thought it might be more economically pro- 
tected than by a navy, Four years ago an effectual protecti. 
on was propoſed, but, it was then called a paper, chimerical 
protection; but it would have been found a better protection 
than frigates. He truſted he ſhould never lee a ſingle armed 
veſſel belong to the United States; he hoped alſo that his po- 
ſterity might not. He did not wiſh to ſee ſo much of the 
property ot the people of the UV. States engaged in this buſineſs; 

it would be the ſaving of pence, at the expence of pounds. 

It was an ee Lok thing, he ſaid, that at a time when 
they had not money to pay for a houſe for Congreſs to fit in, 
gentlemen ſhould wiſh them to go into a ſpeculation like the 
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"ith to ſee this timber in ſhips of war, and if he did not with 
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preſent. It was ſaid this land might be purchaſed. for Go, oo 
dollars, but he was certain they ſhould not purchaſe it for 30l. 
an acre. He knew it was got into the hands bf thoſe, who 
would make. money by it. He thought if the object was-to 
keep it from foreigners, it woos be much better. to paſs a law 
to prevent the exportation of the timber, than to purchaſe the 
land, But, ſaid he, if by ſowing an acorn, it would grow up 
into a firſt-rate ſhip of war every year, I would not give a dol- 
Jar for that; acorn, if it muſt be employed in the ſervice ęf the 
United States. When the veſſels were finiſhed, he ſhould 
rote for ſelling them. Indeed, he would much rather they 
were burnt, than that they ſhould be manned; for, ſo far 
from their being a protection to commerce, they would cer- 
tainly involve us in a war. The moment they went out, they 
would be treated with indignity by the Britiſh or French; and 
then, faid he, we ſhould have another, envoy to ſend to G. Bri- 
tain or France, to beg of them to accommodate the buſineſs. 
He had voted againſt the frigates from tlie beginning, and 
would continue to do ſo. | 

Mr, Parker thought it neceffary, to remark upon what had 
been ſaid,” with reſpect to the different eſtimates which had 
deen made of the value of the timber land in Georgia. It 
was true, that the iſland mentioned by the gentleman from 
Georgia, was worth three guineas an acre; but there were 
others which might be purchaſed for four dollars. In ſearch- 
ing for timber for the frigates, the whole of that coaſt was 
ranſackedʒ but, he believed, on every part of that ſhore, 
plenty of timber was to be got for the ſuru which he had 
mentioned. 

Mr. Milledge d, the timbet | in the ſouthern part of the 
ſtate of Georgia, was not ſagood as in the northern. Land 
in the ſouth might be got at three dollars an fcrez but he 
believed it would not be found to anſwer the purpoſe ſo well 
s the timber in the more northerly parts. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, he did not expect that the endes, 
tion, whether this country was likely to become a naval pow- 
er, wonld haye come into conſideration on thi { queſtion; 3 bur 
as it had been introduced, it would = neceſſary to ſay a few 
words on that ſubject, 

It had been ſaid, by the 8 from Maryland (Mr. 
Chriſtie) that he was oppoſed to the purchaſing of land; but 
that the timber might be ſecured by prohibiting the expor- 
tation of live oak; but he immediately ſaid, he ſhould not 


„„ 
to ſee it made uſe of in this ways there was no occaſion u 
prevent its exportation. 

Mr. S. faid, as it had been made a ſubject of equity wb 
ther this country ſhould become a naval power or not, they 
ſhould conſider how much our revenue depended on com- 
merce; how much the habits of our citizens were commer. 
cial; and learn, from the hiſtories of other countries, that 
commerce cannot be protected but by a navy. He ſaid he 
was not ſingular in his opinion. He could produce the ops 
nion of a man from the ſtate, whence much of the oppafition 

to this meaſure proceeded, an opinion which would doubtleſt 
have conſiderable weight in that houſe. He alluded to Mr. 
Jefferſon's notes on f [Mr. 5. here read a pretty long 
extract from Mr. Jefferſon's book, in favour of a h ing 
'the protection of commerce in this country.] 

f the reſources of the United States were tuch (and Mr 
Jefferſon ſaid they were) or might be in a few years, that 
moderate aſſeſſment from the different ſtates, would enable 
them to build eighteen. ſhips in one 22 gentlemen ſhould Ml | 
„ot be fo alarmed at the meaſure of a naval force. It was Ne 
true, there were many objections. to going into à buſineſsof Il 0 
this kind at preſent, the greateſt of which was the preſent IM i 
high price. of labour. price which. the frigates now WM i 

building would coſt was very great, hut tlie expence of.every b 
undertaking was at firſt large. The exploring of timber Ac. © 
produced an expence which would not again occur. Mr. b 
Jefferſon ſeemed fully of opinion that this country was equal | 
to the building and the ſupporing of a navy. This opinion I (: 
was further po. Wet by his report made to that houſe ſome p 
gears age. [Mr. S. read an d from this report, and allo WW a 
an extract from a ſpeech of * member! in a former Con- f 
greſs. on this ſubject. ] b 
Mr. S. ſeid he could nar conceive hs this United States P 
= were not as competent to a navy as European powers, whoſe | = 
| reſources were not equal to ours. He could name three o 
| - pewers who were in this ſituation, viz. Sweden, Denmark I tc 
and Holland. 1. mg EE: reſources to be . 
Dr: pc 
| In aovde, the 3 in 170 vras 3 ee dees 1 
ö 11 millions, national debt 60 millions; ſhe had 30 ſhips of the v 
| line, 12 or 14 frigates, 50 n and ons 15 to Nen L 
Famen. | 
In Denmark, . the population at the 2250 time ws two | 
million two hundred thouſand, revenue ſeven — and* th 
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but little debt; ſhe had 31 ſhips of the line, 9 fifties, and 21 
frigates. | Som Es» ere 
in Holland, the population in 1772 was 2 millions; in 
1785, 2,700,900 3 but in 1796, it had been fo reduced by 
the revolution as only to be 1,880,000; the revenũe of the 
ſeven United Provinces was 4,500,000; debts 2000 millions 
of florins, or 200 millions pounds ſterling, owing by other 
countries to Holland 585. millions of florins. The navy in 
1782, was 42 ſhips of the line, 43 frigates and 10 cutters... 
Mr. S. faid theſe reſources were inferior to thoſe of the 
United States, and therefore inſured that we were equal 
to the maintaining of a fleet, particularly ſaid he, when a 
much ſmaller one would ſerve us (according to the opinion 
of Mr. Jefferſon) than ſeryed them, ſince European powers 
could never ſend out more than a, detachment, againſt us, 
which, from ſo long a voyage, would always be liable- ta 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania had made ſonqe obſer- 
rations with reſpect to the navy of Great Britain in which he 
could not concur. That gentleman did not take into 


: 
deration, that it was to hef navy that that nation owed its 
ese l de bing that hr ee e 
increaſed by her navy, did mot every gentleman ee, that if 
had not been for her na „ de would have, been ſubject 10 
other powers. Great part of her debt was, however, incur 


» by. a gentleman from Virginia 


It was obſerved yeſterday, by a. gentleman from 
(Vir. Nicholas] that the jaw. for building the frigates was 
5 ſurprize, and very properly anſwered by the gentle- 
man from Maryland (Mr. J. Smith) that it underwent a very 


full diſcuſſion. But, ſaid he, what occaſioned this law to be 
paſſed ? They found their commerce injured. by foreign 
Powers, and wiſhed. to prevent thoſe injuries in bre, If 
majority was then in favour of a, navy, and what, could, have 
"pr a change of opinion in that houſe he could not 
tell. OPS YT {OZ NOT bated ne 208 pee: Wag i gt poke 
Gentlemen exclaimed, what will three frigates do? Every 
power he ſaid, . muſt begin with a ſmall power at , firſt. 
He mentioned a remarkable fact on this ſubject laſt ſeſſian, 
rhich he would repeat, viz, that the privateers fined ont in 
Liverpool alone, in the courſe of the late war carried as 
many guns, as the whole naval power of England contſiſted 
of in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, aud it was at that time 
tought very conſiderable.— Beſides, he faid, thoſe gentlemen 
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who advocated the' binlding of the frigates; word not to b m 
fos their number being ſo mall 25 
Six were originally Pobeſed to be built, but'they nad ey 
reduced, contrary to their wiſh, to three. If there was 
inſtability in this, it was not chargeable upon them: Awo 
thing ſhould be conſidered; hen gentlemen ſpoke of th 
power of theſe - three frigates ſo lightly.” It ſhould'be xe 
collectedthat theſe frigates were nearly as large as ſhips of the 
line, and might eaſily be converted into 74 gun ſhips) N 
might, therefore, in à ew years, have a navy tufficient: te 
protect our commerce.” Mr. S. faid they ſhould not” they 
have to ſpend their time in a waſte of words in ' abuſing 
reign countries; whereas, at preſent, they were one Wt 
claiming againſt Algiers*. becauſe our peace with that Sh 
had coſt a great deal of nioney; at another time, it was ſale 
we muſt not have frigates, beanuſe the.expence was 'great 
ſome gentlemen would not have a land tax, becauſe t he "> 
pence of laying the tax would be conſiderable: But ſck 4 
part, he was for having revenue. as: Fiſt as de cocid ral 
and he was for having a navy as faſt as he could get it. He 
believed the country would chearfulhy hear the expence of it 
At any rate, faid he, let us ſecure timber for a' future dof 
It was known that foreign agents had taken ſurveys 
land upon which een a+ was no more” th 
prudent to take means to ſecure it. The obſerva ih he 
had read from Mr. Jefferſon proved this. As to — 
enquiry which had been mentioned, that would de 
object, according to gentlemen's arguments, as it wo 
doubtleſs eren. ſpeculation": And therefore he though 
it would be much more prudent to give 1 the Prefident! Dowel 
to purchaſe, whenever he could do it to advantage ' "A 
mitting (as had been hinted) that ip culators ha area 


donate this land, they muſt Tell it. were times* w 
ſpeculators wanted moneys and when: they would ſell 3 
thing they häd. mung 


Another difficulty had been aac, that if thi land 
was purchaſed, perſons muſt be employed to take care of it 
Suppoſe that were the caſe, what then. If 5 or 600 doll 
were paid for this purpoſe, it would be no great object; but 
he believed there would be no neceſſity for this experice, # 
the officers ot government | in that quarters Ls od be dl charg 
. Vith the care of it. 8 


«1 


* This declamation has taken lace with ale doors. 


l 

Upon the whole Mr. S. ſaid, he thought it was their guey 
to authoriſe the Preſident to purchaſe this land, as he was 

convinced the timber would be wanted at a future day. 
Mr. Heath wiſhed to cite a paſſage from Mr. Jefferſon's 
book, which the gentleman from S. Carolina had thought 
per to omit; ¶ He read the extract which recommends 
above All things the cultivation of peace, and that it would 
be better to abandon the Ocean altogether than be perpetually 
in war.] He charged the gentleman from 8. Carolina with 
g the author's ſentiments with reading a part only of 
his ſentiments; but, ſaid he, it is a little lawyer like, the 
tafe was in point. i 4 * all JO! 64.5 3 Hirn 
He noticed what had fallen from the gentleman from Ma- 
fyland Mr. S. Smith) with reſpect to their doing buſineſs by 
means of foreign Agents. He ſaid that time was paſtz they 
were now indebted to their brethren in the Northern and 
Eaſtern States for doing their commercial buſineſs,” and they 

{22+ 9! | SOT os 7 


did' wor *ehvy thei of ft. 5-7 een ane IG UG gf 
Mr. Murray juſtified the Fairneſs of the quotation made 
by his friend from 8. Carolina from Mr: Jefferſon, and faid 
the two quotations were perfectly conſiſtent with each other: 
Mr. Page ſaid, he would not have troubled the committed 
of the whole with what occurred to him on the ſubject before 
them, had not the member from South Carolina (Mr. W. 
Smith) quoted authorities in favour of his '6pinion; from Mr. 
Jefferſon's notes on Virginia, and uſed expreſſions, which; 
whether intended or not, "might appear to thoſe who heard 
them, like inſinuations that thoſe who differed from him on 
the preſent queſtion, were inconſiſtent with theniſelves upon 
a former occaſion ; aid that too from motives of partiality to 
thoſe who were now making depredations on gur tommerce! ! 
As to Mr. Jefferſon's opinions, they wer the opinions of 
friend whom he highly reſpected; but he confeſſed he could 
not agree with him in the points alluded toi Mr. P. always 
differed from him reſpecting the equipment of a navy, aud 
the giving bounties to the fiſheries, as an eiſtourag t to a 
nurſery of ſeamen. He always thought that l friend's ideas 
of the neceſſity of having a navy, were borroweld rem Britiſh: / 
writers, and the example of Britain; but the eaſes of America” 
and Britain. were totally different. America had done well 
hitherto without a navy—ſhe never could want one more 
than now, and it was evident to him, if ſhe had at the time 
ve were promiſed them, the ſix frigates originally intended, 
they could not have protected her veſſels againſt Britiſh de- 
Vol. II. 3 N 
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N 3 but would moſt probably have involved. kk in 
wi with Britai a and much leſs could three frigates pro. 
tect 1 now. againſt the two —.— harrailing her com- 
merce U was the. e ff lt of the United States . wars, 
and the, jealouſy. of, maritime powers; to encourage agricul- 
ture and. domeſtic manufactures and to leave commerce to 
itfolt; that. commercial ſpirit 0 enterprize which it has been 
ſaid, is peculiar to our fe — — | make its way into 
8 5 world without a navy; nay better without 
than with it; for one frigate would deprive. thirty, hips 

of their fallors, and | by i its expences Waere commerce. 
Dritain. could not t bave yt the as an index ant nation with⸗ 


fleet ee eee 1 our 1anxjoug, 
attention, that it. would. be ta certain powers, a pledge for 


our ggod behaviour, and the United States would be liable 
tobe. wounded in 3 tender part if deſtro bx an enemy or 
by ſtorm, we ſhould ſcarcely, prxvail on ongreſs to vote ap- 


propriations ſon another fleet; and that in our rivers and ants 


proper gallxys with: large guns. in their, bows, and heavy. 
cannon and. howitzers on, travelling caring on dur ſhores to, 

upport them, With the . of a. W well — militia, 
| _ well trained or nat, would be a falt ient 


for the United States ʒ that he had lai, it — he better 
for the. United States that an enemy s army ſhould get into 
the centre of, oug country (becauſe we could get rid of it 28 
we had: done) than: that the. country. ſhquld be ae 


taxed to guard againſt a poſſible inyaſion, an and that) he. a 


thoſe now charged with inconſiſtency, he, thought, had relied 


og-commetcial, retaliatign and not. on naval equipments 1 in 
the caſe alluded; to, and therefore were not inconſiſtent in 


voting now, againſt preparations for a navy that being de- 


rived by treaties of the right to make uſe of commercial e. 
— he was willing to rely on a pacific; diſpoſition, and, 


neghciations to adjuſt ee now exiſling, that the wiſhed 
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For a navy, ſmall as it was, if it could poſſibly have any good 


effect, could not dy before the preſent war would 
probably be ended, 'andpoffibly” all wars be aboliſhed; for, 
without looking for the Millemium, we may well ſuppoſe, 
that the nations now engaged in war, have had enough of 
war, and will long, and if poflible for ever, avoid wars 
hereafter. The United States, in his opinion, by cherifhing 
peace, might render themſelves amiable in the eyes of the 
world, and by a proper uſe of peace, they might become great 
and powerful; they might even now, without a 1 4 zope 
to teach the world, that they muſt, if they will go to war, in 
future ſuffer her veſſels to paſs free from the depredations of 
which they now complain. That, for theſe reaſons, he ſaw 
no occaſion for putting the United States to the expence of 
purchaſing the timber on lands — 3, that he thought 
with his colleagne, (Mr. Heath) that they had better be left 
to their preſent proprietors to make the moſt of them, out of 
the foreigners; who, we are told, with to purchaſe them; that, 
if every tree would ſpring up into a full rigged ſhip . of the 
line (as the member from Maryland had faid) he would not 
wiſh to purchaſe the land on which they grew, unleſs it was 
to ſell the ſhips. We are told, indeed, that we cannot ſell 
the three frigates, but, ſaid he, I make no doubt but that 
ſome of the maritime powers will be willing to buy them; 
indeed if I were permitted, faid he, I could name a certain 
perſon who will be willing to purchaſe them, as faſt as we can 
build them. Indeed I do not think this a proper time to 
make preparations for a navy, The United States ſeem 
already too much an object of the jealous attention of the 
great maritime powers of Europe; let us not make it their 
intereſt to purſue theſe meaſures, now ſo ruinous to our com- 
merce. If France believes what we are told in this book ſhe 
does, of our partiality to G. Britain (holding up the Preſident's 
late communications) it will be the intereſt of that republic 
to cut off all our hopes of becoming à maritime power, and 
even if it were true, it muſt be the intereſt of Britain to 
diminiſh the number of your merchant veſſels, and ſailors, 
and to furniſh you with arguments for the equipment of a 
navy, Let' us, therefore, not attempt at preſent to lay even 
for poſterity, the foundation of a navy; let us ſhew the world 
that we can be-happy without one, and let us ſhew to the 
powers who now infult us, that if they deſiſt not from their 
inſults, we can make them repent it, without having re- 
fonrſe to war. | | : 


f 488. ) 
Mr, Nicholag complained of the unfairneſs of the quotation 


made by the gentleman from S. Carolina, and ſaid that that 


book having been written during our ſtruggle with Great 


Britain, what was there ſaid could ſcarcely be applicable to 
our preſent circumſtances. In ſpeaking of the capabilities of 


the United States to ſupport a fleet, Mr. Jefferſon ſays that 
Virginia was able to furniſh a million of dollars. But, ſaid 
Mr. N. has not this been raiſed, and is it not all gone, and 
more wanted, in a different way, Mr. Jefferſon was alſo, of 
opinion, Mr. N. ſaid, that one million of dollars would build 
veſſels to the amount of 300 guns, but they found, from ex- 
perience, that that ſum would not build 120 guns, Theſe 
eſtimates, he ſaid, were vaſtly diffimilar, - '; 2: 
The gentleman from 8. Garolina, ſeemed to think there 
would be no difficulty in finding money for all the objects he 
contemplated. Mr. N. ſaid he believed. that gentleman 
knew leſs of the diſpoſition of the. people with refpect to pay- 
ing taxes than he did. He thought the 1,200,000 dollars 
which muſt be raiſed, would be heavily felt by. the people. 
He relied it would be paid; but his reliance was founded 
more upon the virtue and attachment of the people to their 
Government, than of the lightneſs of the burden: in the 
part of the country from whence he came, he knew this 
additional tax would be very conſiderably felt. 
Mr. Nicholas ſaid he did not underſtand the quotation 
which the gentleman from S. Carolina had given them from 
a ſpeech ; if he had known from whence it came, and heard 
it diſtinctly, it might have had its proper weight; but as he 
did not, he could not be influenced by it. | 
They had been told by that gentleman, that Denmark, 
with a revenue of ſeven millions, had 31 ſhips of the line; 
from whence he argued that we might alſo have that 
number; but, ſaid Mr, Nicholas that gentleman ſhould have 
recollected that to ſupport 31 ſhips of the line, according to 
the eſtimations which had been made to them, would, in 
this country, conſume the whole ſeven millions annually. 
Would not this fact alone ſhow the gentleman the great 
difference of our ſituation from that of the European powers 
which he had named? if it would not, he thought ke 
would have turned a deaf ear to conviction, 
That gentleman, ſuppoſed he had leflened the weight of 
the argument of the gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. Gal 
latin) with reſpect to the Britiſh navy, when he ſaid their 
independence had been ſecured by it. He did not ſee it in 
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that light. He had ſaid no nation went into a · naval eſta- 
bliſhment for the purpoſe of protecting commeroe; but the 
gentleman from 8. Carolina ſald their independence requir- 
ed it. This, he ſaid, was the underſtanding of every one; 
and acquitted Great Britain of. doing u thing! for leſs than it 
was worth; but the gentleman could not have ſupported 
the argument of his friend from Pennſylvania more effectu- 
ally than by this afſergonc” 0 2 ren te 7 2D 

Much had been ſaid, Mr. Nicholas obſerved, upon' what 
fell from him yeſterday, reſpecting the law having been 
paſſed by ſurpriſe for building the frigates. He ſtill was of 
the ſame opinion, and what had fallen from the gentleman 
from S. Carolina, he thought, corroborated that opinion, for, 
he had ſaid, it paſſed: under an impreſſion of danger. Was 
it begun, he aſked, for any of the purpoſes which had been 
named in the courſe of this debate ? He believed not, for 
Algiers had not been mentioned in the courſe of it. In- 
deed this convinced him of what he always thought, that 
protection from the Algerines was a mere pretence to ſet 
the building of. a fleet on foot. 

As an apology. for the enormous price which thefe frigates 
had coſt, they were told they were much latger than 44 
gun frigates were generally built. Mr. Nicholas faid that 
time after time, they made ſtrange diſcoveries. It was ſomewhat 
extraordinary, that, after they had ordered 44 gun frigates 
to be built, the executive ſhould have «cauſed to be built 
veſſels almoſt equal in ſize to 74's. This was effectually 
defeating all their precautions; it was legiſlating without 
their conſent, and accounted, in ſome degree for the ex- 
ceſſive expenditure. Indeed, he confeſſed, that he had ſeen 
the expences of government, in all caſes, go ſo greatly be- 
yond what was at firſt calculated, that he was not willing 
to go into any ſcheme of which he could make no tolera- 
bly correct eſtimate. He ſhould therefore, be oppoſed to 
the preſent. He had always found that the expence dou- 
bled, at leaſt, the eſtimate, and in future he ſhould reckon 
upon this as certain; and ſince they could not check the 
execution of the laws, it became them to be careful how 
they made them. _. : 

Mr. Nicholas concluded by obſerving, that the protecti- 
on and happineſs of this country, depended more upon 
Economy, and a diſcharge of our public debt, than up- 
on Navies or armies; he ſhould, therefore, be oppoſed to 
the latter, and promote the former all in his power, ? 
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Mr. W. Smith withed to defend himſelf from the charge 
of having drawn unjuſt inferences from the quotations which 
he had made from Mr. ' Jefferſon's book. It appearei 
clearly; that it was the opinion of that gentleman that it 
was neceſſary: this co ſhould. have a navy, and that our 
reſouroes were equal to the ſupport of one. Indeed a 
- tleman from Virginia on his 7 (Mr. Page) had confirm. 
ed this, by ſaying, that, on that ſubject, they had alway 
diſagreed. But it was objected againſt this extract that it 
was written, during the war, and that it was not now appli 
cable; but gentlemen forgot the extract which he had read 
from a report made by that gentleman ſome years afterward 
[He again read the extract. ny 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Nicholas] had caſt 
cenſure upon the executive. having exceeded their au- 
thority in making the veſſels larger than were intended. 
The reaſon they were: made of their preſent ſize was, be- 
cauſe they were intended againſt Algiers, and if they had 
been ſmaller they would not have been equal to the butineſs, 
If the expence was greater than- eſtimated, it aroſe from 
circumſtances out of their power, viz. . the high price of 
labour, Ke. Lo gy 3 * 13 
But the gentleman complained that Algiers had never been 
mentioned in the courſe of the debate. The gentleman muſt 
know that there was prudence in that, ſince it was a ſubjett 
that could not properly be introduced there. When this 
ſubject was formerly under diſcuſſion, though many gen- 
tlemen mentioned the Algerines as the immediate cauſe of 
the frigates, he always looked upon them as the foundation 
of a navy. | „ | 
" "_ Findley did not expect that in the diſcuſſion of this 
ueſtion, ſo wide a field would have been taken. With re- 
fect to the building of a navy at preſent, he ſhould certain- 
ly be oppoſed to it; but he. was not ſo determined againſt a 
fleet as to put it out of the power of poſterity to build one 
if they ſhould judge it right to do ſo ; but he thought they 
had not ſufficient information on that head. Expences were 
generally ſo much more than were eſtimated, that he wiſhed 
to know more upon the ſubject before he appropriated mo- 
ny on the occafion, that he might calculate whether it would 
pe better for us and for poſterity to purchaſe the timber now, 
reckoning the intereſt of the money and the expence of 
taking care of it when purchaſed, or leave it to be purchaſed 
by poſterity, He would, therefore, vote for any reſolution 
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which ſhould, direct an enquiry to be webe en te ſubject 
but not for — 
The motion was then put. and negatived 55 ta 3111 . 
The committee then roſe and reported the firſt reſolution; 
with the amendments, and a diſagreement to thevotlien td. 
The houſe then took! them up. A conſiderable debate: took 
place (but which wag:notr of ſufficient importance.to- the: 
public to be detailed) o tha propriety of coupling the pro- 
— reſpecting. a Tepeal >of. the law relative: to eq ag 
and manning the veſſels, with the reſolution p ng an 


appropriation for the finiſhing of them. It. 
gentlemen who: wiſhed to vote for completi 
but not for the repeal of that part of the law w —— 
the manning of the, veſſals, could not vote agreeahhy to tiwiti 
wiſh, and ſo as. to covey their ſentiments ta their Conſtitu- 
ents. It was alſo objactedito as an improper Yackitb be ſun- 
to the other branches. of government, as it would © 
them either ti agree to two things, or to neither. 
anſwered that, (gentlemen. might ſhew their, opinion on-the 
occaſion by voting for or api the amendment to zepeab the. 
law: the impropriety of: the. tack was denied, 28 it w 
upon that. ey would __ — for the 
to be built, as ſome.) gentlomen ſai 2215 Wee n 
them burnt. han man bed. 
The firſt — in read, Ge 
ment thereto, reported by the committee, of: the:whole-houte). 


for ſtriking out the Avords-;4 and equip for ſea, was; on the 


queſtion ut to b the houſe: i. 11 L corn 

The other, — t 2 ſaid firſt reſolntion, 
ed by the committee of the whole houſe, for — 
to the following words, and that all ſuch parts of. — 
entitled « an act to provide a naval armamęent, as relate 
to the appointing and commiſſioning of the officers, and 
manning the ſhips, in and by: the: ſaid act directed to be 
provided, ought to be repealed, except ſo far as may relate 
to any officers already appointed under the ſaid act, u 
on the queſtion pat e- agreed to by wy e 4 


-Yeas 63, 
"on 28. 


Thoſe wi voted in the affuimative, are 
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David Bard, 


| ua Coit, - Francis Preſton, 
: Haac: Coles, Io S013 2 John Reed, 5 1 1 2 
| Henry Dearborn, : - 1 John Richards, 6 (li 

q William Findley, 7 Robert — 2 n 

| Jeſſe Franklin, . John 8. 3 
| Nathaniel Freeman, jun, Tompſom J. Skimmer, 
| Albert: Gallatin, + Jeremiah Smich, Laid, 
/ James Gilleſpie, > nal "Nathaniel Smith, v, i 


ö Chriſtopher up, n { 
Andrew Gregg, + t W ren | 
Roger. Griſwold. «ef 
Carter B. Harriſon, 15 
John Hathorn, | 
Jonathan N. —_— 
James Holland; #136 v1 —— 1 «ih 4 
Andrew Jackſun, Peleg Wadſworth, | 
George Jackſon, ... John Williams, and I 
George Leonard, % pr nn gs; og 5% L: | 
Edward Livingſton, b 12 f © Lil 
Thoſe who voted in the negative, 3 ue, zeit, 281 tm 
Theophilus Bradbury, ienay Glen, F Y 
William Cooper, ur, 204 Br 2 Goodrich, 25 > 
William Craik, Robert Goodloe Harper, r 
Samuel W. Dana, Thomas Hartley, jc 
James Davenport, William Hindman, Je 
George Dent, Samuel —— f if 
Abiel Foſter, „ Francis ne N 
Dwight Foſter, William Vans Murray, þ 
| Ezekiel Gilbert, Joſiah Parker, 
{ Nicholas Gilman, Samuel Sewall, 
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gamuel Sitgreaves, George Thatcher, 
Iſaac Smit, Richard Thomas, 
Samuel Smith, Mark Thomſon, and 
William Smith, John E. Van Allen. 


And then the main queſtion being taken, that tlie houſe 
do agree to the ſaid erk reſolution, amended to read, as 
„ 

« Reſolved, That dollars be appropriated to 
finiſh the frigates United States, Conſtitution, and Conſtel- 
lation; and that all ſuch parts of the act, entitled “ an 
act to provide a naval armament,” as relate to the appoint- 
ing and commiſſioning; of the officers, and manning the 
ſhips, in and by the ſaid act directed to be provided, ought 
to be repealed, except ſo far as may relate to any officers 
already appointed under the ſaid act.“ 

It was reſolved in the aftirniatives | 

The ſecond reſolution, to which the committee of the 
whole houſe reported their diſagreement, being again read, 

The queſtion was taken, that the houſe do agree with the 
committee of the whole houſe, in their diſagreement to the 


ſame, * 


And reſolved in the affirmative, J Nas 09: 

Thoſe who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Theodorus Bailey, George Ege, | 
Abraham Baldwin, William Findley, 
David Bard, Abiel Foſter, | 
Thomas Blount, Jeſſe Franklin; | 
Theophilus Bradbury, Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 
Richard Brent, Albert Gallatir, 
Nathan Bryan, | - _ James Gilleſpie, 
Daniel Buck, Nicholas Gilman, 
damuel J. Cabell, Chriſtopher Greenup, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, Andrew Gregg, 
Thomas Claiborne, _ Roger Griſwold, 2 
John Clopton, Carter B. Harriſon, 
Jolhua Coit, _ Thomas Hartley, 
Iſaac Coles, John Hathorn, 
William Cooper, Jchn Ee N. Havens, 
mes Davenport, ohn Heath, 
Henry Dearborn, William Hindman, 
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James Holland, John Richards. 
Andrew Jackſon, John S. Sherburne, 
George Jackſon, Thompſon J. Skinner, 
George Leonard, Jeremiah Smith, 
Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Lyman, Iſrael Smith, 
William Lyman, Iſaac Smith, 5 
Samuel Maclay, Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Nathaniel Macon, Thomas Sprigg, 
John Milledge, Zephaniah Swift, 
Andrew Moore, Philip Van Cortlant, 
Anthony New, William Strudwick, 
John Nicholas, Joſeph B. Varnum, 
John Page, Abraham Venable, 
John Patten, Peleg Wadſworth, 
Eliſha R. Potter, John Williams, and | 
Francis Preſton, Richard Winn. | | 
John Reed, | 5 
| | a | 
Thoſe who voted in the negative, are, | 
Demſey Burges, William Vans Murray, 
William Craik, Joſiah Parker, | W. J 
Samuel W. Dana, Samuel Sewall, l 
George Dent, Samuel Sitgreaves, f 
Dwight Foſter, Samuel Smith, ] 
Ezekiel Gilbert, William Smith, | 
Henry Glen, | George Thatcher, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Richard 'Thomas, c 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Mark Thomſon, and | 
Edward Livingſton, John E. Van Allen, c 
Francis Malbone, NY 


The ſenſe of the houſe was then taken on agreeing to u 
the report of the committee of the whole to reject the laſt W t: 
propoſition relative to purchaſing of timber, or lands ſtored e 
with it, which was agreed to 62 to 29. The Yeas and 
Nays being the ſame as upon the firſt queſtion; except that WO i. 
Mefirs. Burgeſs, Livingiton, Milledge and Patten, who t 
voted in the affirmative on the firſt queſtion, voted in the 
negative on this; and Meſſrs. Dana, A. Foſter, Gillman and WI tc 
8. Lyman, who voted. in the negative on the firſt queſtion, i 8 
voted in the affirmative on this, Mr. Rutherford was abſent 
on this queſtion. ne | 


1 


The queſtion was at length taken on the motion to ſtrike 
out the words © or bills.” The Yeas and Nays were taken 
on this queſtion, and paſſed in the negative. 

Leas 38. 
Nays 47. 

The reſolutions were then referred to Meſſrs. Parker, 
Livingſton and Harper to poupers a bill or bills accordingly. 

Adjourned. 


Monday February 13th. 


Mr. Swanwick preſented a memorial from the manufac- 
turers of Soap and Candles in Philadelphia, New-York and 
Baltimore, praying for the protection of Congreſs to their 
manufactures, by a regulation of the drawbacks allowed 
on foreign articles of this kind exported. Referred to the 
committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Livingſton preſented a petition from the cuſtom 
houſe meaſurers of New-York, praying for additional com- 
penſation. Referred to the ſame committee. 

Mr. Madiſon preſented the petition of James Maury, 
conſul of the United States at Liverpool, (Great Britain ;) 
praying for the re- payment of 1261. 198. 11d. ſterling, which 
he has paid to diſtrefled American citizens, beyond what 
had been allowed him by the laws of the United States. 
Referred to the committee, of claims. 

Mr. Havens preſented a petition of Phillip Wilſon for- 
merly merchant of Philadelphia, but now reſiding in Lon- 
don, Great Britain, praying relief in conſideration of a ſpo- 
hation committed on his property by the Britiſh at the cloſe 
of the war. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Dwight*Foſter made reports on the petitions of 
Alexander Fowler, and Albert Ruſſel. The reports were 
unfavourable to the petitioners z the former was committed 
to a committee of the whole to-morrow, and the latter was 
concurred in by the houſe. 

Mr. Parker reported a bill appropriating money for finiſh- 
ing the frigates United States, Conſtitution and Conſtella- 
tion ; 

Alſo, a bill to repeal ſo much of a former act as relates 
- the officering and manning the fleet of the United 

tates. 3 

Both which were twice read, and committed to a com- 

mittee of the whole to-morrow. 


3 
Mr. Havens, from the committee to whom was referred 
the report of the Directory of the Mint, made a report 
thereon, directing a ſum to be appropriated for the purchaſe 
of gold byllion and coin, and a ſum to make good defici- 
encies occaſioned by coining bullion put into the Mint of an 
inferior quality. Referred to a committee of the whole on 
rr Sie Ts 
Mr. Hathorn preſented a petition of William Elliſon, of 
New-York, praying remiſſion of forfeiture under the -reve- 
nue Laws. Referred to the committee of commerce and 
manufactures. 3 | 
Mr. Preſton preſented a petition of Alexander Buchan 
+ praying authority to locate a warrant for 2000 acres 
land, to which he became entitled for ſervices, under a 
proclamation of the King of Great Britain in 1763, on the 
unappropriated land of the United States, on the Ohio. 
1 Mr. Sherburne preſented one from Lidia  Cogſwell, wi. 
| dow of 8. Wallingford, praying ſeven years half pay &c, 
for ſervices of the deceaſed in the United States navy. Re- 
ferred to the committee of claims. | 
Mr. Harper ſaid, that though the houſe had declined 
coming to a reſolution to authorize the Prefident to purchaſe 
.certain lands in Georgia, clothed with live oak and red cedar 
timber, as a reſerve for future naval purpoſes, yet there 
ſeemed to be a diſpoſition to cauſe an enquiry to be made on 
the ſubject, He therefore propoſed a relolution to the houſe 
to the following effect: © ” 5 
e, Reſolved that the Preéſident of the United States be 
authoriſed and requeſted to cauſe to be made and reported 
to this houſe as early as may be after the meeting of the 
next ſeſſion of congreſs, an inſpection of lands furniſhed 
with live oak and red cedar timber, with the relative advan- 
tages of different ſituations, with reſpect to their fitneſs for 
naval purpoſes, and the rates at which purchaſes may be 
made.” Ordered to lie on the table. | | ( 
Mr. Brent propoſed a reſolution to the following effect, 
which was alſo otdered to lie on the table; | 
« Reſolved that a committee be appointed to enquire in- 
ediency of incorporating the commiſſioners of the 


to the ex 
city of Waſhington, and to report by bill or otherwiſe. 
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Meſſrs. Brent, Greenup and Coit were appointed. 
On motion of Mr. Madiſon, the houſe refolved itſelf into 


a committee of the whole on the following report of the 
committee to whom was referred the memorial of Anna de 
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Neufville, widow'of John de Neufville, deceaſed. They 


rt | e nue 
_ That the ſervices and ſacrifices from the ſaid John de 
Neufville, to the United States, during the war of their re- 
volution, as ſtated in the ſaid memorial, and vouched by the 
teſtimonies herewith reported, conſtitute a reaſonable claim, 
in behalf of his, at preſent, - very diſtreſſed widow and chil- 
dren, on the juftice of the United States. That it being 
impoſſible, from various and peculiar cirenmſtances incident 
to the ſervices rendered, to aſcertain and hquidate the com- 
penſation due, into a precife ſum, it is neceffary for congreſs 
to decide on and provide for ſuch allowance as may be deem- 
ed equitable and right. That, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, the ſum of three thouſand dollars may be a proper 
allowance. They therefore propoſe the following reſolution: 
« Reſolved that proviſion ought to be made, by law, for 
granting to the widow and two children of John de Neuf- 
ville, the ſum of three thouſand dollars, to be equally di- 
vided among them.” e 1 
This report was advocated by Meſſrs. Harper, W. Smith, 
Swanwick, Havens, Heath, Thatcher, Varnum and Ru- 
therford. They ſtated, that the huſband of the petitioner, 
John de Neufville, was an eminent merchant at Amſterdam; 
that he was an influential character there, and, at an early 
period of our reyolutionary war, entered with great zeal in- 
to the intereſts of America; that, meeting with Mr. Wil- 
liam Lee, the commiſhoner' of the United States, he en- 
deavoured to bring about a treaty between the United Ne- 
therlands and the United States, which being diſcovered by 
the Britiſh, that court uſed its influence with the government 
of that country, to harraſs and drive him out of the coun- 
try; that during his reſidence at Amſterdam, his houſe was 
a conſtant aſylum for American citizens; that he had made 
large advances in money for the ſervice of the United-States, 
which obliged him to extend his credit beyond- what was 
warranted by the regular courſe of trade, and a failure in 
the payment of which (owing to the embarraſſed--circum- 
ſtances of the United States at that time) had greatly in- 
jured him, and left him to the mercy of his creditors. The 
conſequence was, he was reduced from affluence to | 
at an adyanced period of life. Some years ago, he arrived 
at Bofton, with his wife and two children, where he ſub- 
hſted in a very humble manner upon the bounty of his 
friends in Holland—thoſe friends having, by the reverſes 
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occaſioned by the revolution, been much injured in their 
; „could afford him but a ſcanty pittance; but Mr. 
de Neufville being dead; the petitioner was deprived, of this 
aſſiſtance; and, to add, to her repeated misfortunes, the 
ſon of her late huſband, from their multiplied ſufferings, 
had been deprived of his reaſon. Under this preſſute of 
grievances, the petitioner was come from Boſton to lay her 
caſe before congreſs, and pray relief. This peculiar diſtreſ. 
fing caſe was fupported with great zeal and feeling by its 
advocates, particularly by Mr. Harper, who appeared to be 
much affected on the occaſion. e + 
The claim was oppoſed by Meſſrs. Coit, Swift and Ni- 
cholas. An application, it ſeems, was made by Mr. de 
Neufrille, during his life-time, for redreſs; upon which 
the then Secretary of State (Mr. Jefferſon) reported. This re- 
port, after ſtating all the facts upon which the claim was 
founded, gave it as his opinion, that the petitioner. had no 
real claim on the United States. This report, it ſeems, had 
never been acted upon. The reading of it, as well as of all 
the documents relative to this; claim, was called for, and 
were accordingly read. The oppoſers of this claim, acknow- 
ledged the diſtreſſed ſituation of the petitioners, but denied 
the juſtice of her claim upon the United States; the treaty 
which Mr. de Neufville propoſed to enter into with Mr. 
Lee, they ſuppoſed, was a treaty, which he believed would 
prove beneficial to his country, and not to the United States: 
that there were many claims in our own country, from per- 
ſons who had been injured by the war, the juſtice of which 
was leſs equivocal, and the diſtreſs at leaſt equal. Mr. Ni- 
cholas ſaid, a few days ago only, a poor man, whoſe: health 
had been ſo much impaired in the war, that he was unable 
to earn his living, had applied to him to bring his caſe be- 
fore congreſs, yet, as the penſion law affords no relief to 
any perſon, except he had been wounded, he was obliged 
to inform him he could do nothing for him. There were mul- 
titudes of ſuch inſtances, equally diſtreſſing with the preſent, 
to which no relief could be afforded. Mo 
Mr. Thatcher moved to have the three thouſand dollars 
ſtruck out, and five inſerted. This was negatived 45 to 373 
but the reſolution was agreed to as reported, 


Yeas 63. 
Nays 25. 
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Fiſher Ames, 


Abraham Baldwin, 


David Bard, 
Theophilus Bradbury, 
Daniel Buck, 

John Clopton, 

Iſaac Coles, 

William Cooper, 
William Craik, 

Henry Dearborn, 
George be <4 
William Findley, 

Abiel Foſter, 

Jeſſe Franklin, 
Albert Gallatinn, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, 
James Gilleſpie, *- 


Nicholas Grmany © e 


Henry Glen 
Chriſtopher Greenup, 
Andrew Gregg, 
William B. Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartly, 
Jonathan N. Havens, 
John Heath, 3a}- 15S 
Thomas Henderſon, 
William Hindmah, 
Andrew Jackſon, - 
George Jackſon, _ 
George Leonard, 
Edward T 


| 
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Thoſe who voted i in the — 7 


nne L 
William — 
James Madiſon, 


Francis Malbone, 
Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 


Anthony New, 


Alexander D. Orr, : 


Joſiah Parker, 
John Patten, 


| John Reed, J 


John Richards, | 


William Vans Murray, g 


Robert Rutherford. 


Samuel Sewall, 
— 8. Sherburne, 
amuel en J. Klin, 
Ifrael Smith, | 
Haac — 


Samuel Smith, Les: 11 
William Smith, 
Richard Sprigg, jun. ey T7 

Thomas Sprigg, 
John Swanwicky 4812 


„ 124 


Richard Thomas 
Mark Thompſon, 

J ohn E. Van Allen, 1. 
Joſeph B. Varnum, 
Peleg 1 and 
Ir 1 1 


Thoſe who voted i in the negative, are, 


Theodorus Bailey, 
Thomas Blount, 
Richard Brent, 
Nathan Bryan, 
damuel J. Cabell, 
Jolhua Coit, 
James Davenport, | 


George e Dent, 6:5; 
— Goodrich, l 
Roger Griſwold, 
Wade Hampton, 


George Hancock, 


John Hathorn, 
James Holland, 


— — — 
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Aaron Kitchell, 


Ni Eliſha R. Pottery. | 
Matthew Locke, Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Maclay, William Strudwick, 
Nathaniel len. ml ay "Zephaniah Swift, and 
John — John Williams. 
John Michela 1 4 . 
Orient That — bill or bills be brought 3 in, ok to 


the ſaid reſolutipn; and that Mr. Madiſon, Mr. arker, 
Mr. Cooper, Mr, Ege, and Mr. Wadſworth, do prepare and 
bring in the ſame. 

Mr. W. Smith moved. that the galleries might be clearet 
for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the reſolution 
which he had the other day laid upon the N Wen were 
accordingly en e vw} 

| 1 wy nn 
ny 22 1475. 1 

Mr. Madiſon: reported a bill ntin — Eo 
ney to the widow, and children 3 peri 8.5 p 
which was twice read, referred to a committee of the whole, Ml , 
and made the order for this, day. The houſe, on, motion d o 
Ms. Harper, reſolved itſelf into a . —— of the what * 


on the ſubject, Mr. Dent in the chair, When 


Mr. Thatcher ſaid, as the widow had been at — p 
derable expenſe in the journey to this city to make her claim, M t! 
and as this expenſe would wholly fall upon her, it would put 
her in a worſe ſituation than — children (for the bill pro- ch 
poſed 1000 dollars to each.) He moved, therefore, that I fr. 
1000 ſhould be ſtruck out, and two — for the widow. be 
This amendment was negatived, there being only 23 votes WM ca 
in. favour of it. An attempt was made to add 200 to th we 
1000 for the widow, but it was alſo unſucceſsful. _."... do 

The committee roſe, and the bill was ordergd: to be en. m 

oſſed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee ↄf claims, made BY the 
a report on the petitions of Richard Blackledge and John in 
Brown, which was againſt the petitionerg. The former was 
ordered to he on the table, and the latter concurred. i in. 

Mr. Harper propoſed a reſolution to the houſe, diredling 
that the committee of ' the whole, to whom was referred the 
bills on the ſubje& of direct taxes, ſhould be diſcharged, 
in order that they might go to the ſame committee of the 
whole to whom was referred the propoſition reſpecting ind. 
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rect taxes, that both ſubjects might come ander conſidera- 
tion at the ſame time. This motion was objected to, as it 
was ſaid the two things were in different ſtages, the one be- 
ing in a bill, and the other merely a! propoſition, and that it 
would not be proper to embarraſs the diſcuiſion of the bill, 
by the propoſition alluded to, ſince the advantages of one or 
the other mode could be ſhewn without ſuch a connection. 
The motion was negatived. 2 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, it muſt be acknowiedged of great 
importance, that the large Iz. timber growing in this coun- 
try, ſhould be kept out e hands of foreigners, as, at 
ſome future day, we might have occaſion for it for our own 
uſe. He wiſhed, therefore, to lay a_reſolution on the table 
relative to this ſulFect: He propoſed one to the following 
effect 


« Reſolved, That proviſion ought to be made by law for Ne 


prohibiting, : for a limited time, the exportation 0 ſhip tim- 
ber of certain dimenſions.” Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. A. Jackſon moved the unfiniſhed buſineſs to be poſts 
poned, for the purpoſe of going into a committee of the 
whole on the report of the ſelect committee, on the petition _ 
of Hugh Lawſon White, and the report of the Jeexpyary. of 
war thereon. 

Mr. Coit wiſhed to bag what was boeome. of the appro- 
priation bill; He thought it was proper they ſhould go into 
that. 0 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid he confented to a poſtponement of 
that ſubject, until the information which bad been Talled for 
from the ſecretary of ſtate, relative to a certain item, had 
been obtained, which, without that nformation, might oc- 
caſion conſiderable debate, and which, with it, he truſted, 
would paſs without oppoſition; He alluded to the 50,000 
dollars for the proſecution of the claims for ſpoliations coms 
mitted on American veſſels by the Britiſh, 

The houſe. accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee of 
the whole on the buſineſs of Hy Lawſon White, Mr. Dent 
in the chair. The report, which was a very long one, was 
read. The ſubject will be — (as we haye before 
given the report of the ſecretary of war uon the caſe) to be 
relative to the expedition of general Servier into the Cherokee 
nation in the year 1793. The report, which propoſed that 
proviſion ſhould be made by law for paying the expenſe, was 
agreed to without Ronny and was referred to the — 
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of ways and means, to be introduced in the appropriation; 
for the expenditure of 1797. EI ne ee 

Mr. Livingſton moved a poſtponement of the unfiniſhed 
bulineſs; for the purpoſe of taking up the bill relative to Ca. 
nadian and Nova Scotia refugees; but this motion was ne- 
„ „ A NS 1 
Mr. W. Smith moved that the houſe go into a committet 
of the whole, on the hill repealing in part the act concerning 
the duties on ſpirits diſtilled within the United States, paſſed 
May 8, 1792, and impoſing certain duties on the capacity of 
ſtills of 4 particular defcription. The houſe reſolved itſelf 
| ors a committee of the whole accordingly, Mr. Dent in the 
This bill propofes to repeal ſo much of the preſent act as 
allowed ſtills at any other place than a city, town or village, 
or at any diſtillery in a tity, town or village, at which there 
are one or more ſtills, which ſingly, if only one, or together, Ml © 
if more than one, were of Jeſs capacity than 400 gallons, 
the 2 of paying à duty of ſeven tents a gallon, and to WW © 
direct, in lieu thereof, certain ſums to be paid according to 
the capacity of ftills, and actording to the time taken out; fl l. 
from one month to fix months. 1 FLY 
Mr. Kitchell wiſhed to know the preciſe meaning of the th 
word village; he did not know whether two or three houſes Ml * 
lying together were to be confidered as a village, or what 
number of houſes were neceffary to form one. He objected 
to the whole of the bill, as, inſtead of being of ſervice to 15 
the revenue, he believed it would be an injury to it. He 
thought if the duty was laid upon the gallon in every inſtance, I 5. 
a much larger revenue would be raiſed than at preſent; for Jo 
he believed that many who paid a duty according to the ca- 5 
pacity of | their ſtills, did not pay one half of what they by 
would otherwife pay. To lay the tax upon the capacity of 
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Mr. W. Smith faid, the gentleman's objection to the nn 
word « village“ came rather late, as the expreſſion « city, m. 
town or village,” had been uſed in all the laws paſſed upon 4G 
this fubject. He believed the expreſſion was well underſtood 1 
both by the revenue officers and the public, and it was not I . 

© therefore neceffary to go into a definition of it. 'The ſecre- ¶ | 
tary of the treaſury had given it as his opinion, that ſo far 


| | the ſtills might diminiſh the trouble of collection; but he fi ® 
believed it reduced the revenue. In order to try the princi- Ws 
ple, he would, therefore, move to ſtrike out the firſt ſection f 

| Dre | | | | \ 10 
| | 
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rom reducing the revenue, it would conſiderably inereaſe it. 
The objections againſt this re gulation aroſe, he believed, 
from an idea that it would be injurious to ſmall fills ; but, 
he had received information from the ſuperviſor of his diſ- 
ict, that inſtead of being inj pany: it it — be N 
to them. Mr. Smith Eid, be thoug * rinciple of this 
bill had been agreed to, and was Guroriſed, ercfore, wat? 
motion was made to ſtrike out the ſirſt ſection. He hope 
the gentleman would conſent to let the bill be m 
with, as it was probable that ſuch amendments might take 
place, 2s — render it more acceptable than it e at 
reſent a 
N Mr. Dpyron (the. 1 hoped that his colleague would 
withdraw his Non. for out the firſt ion, that 
een might be given to mend the. bill in fuch a man- 
ner as to afford nat onl Ee e but encouragement to 
the numerous ſmall diſt; the country. This 
valuable purpoſe, 2 Deren e hi og be attained by the. 
amendments: and alterations w ſhould propoſe to be 
made in the ſecond ſectio n one co 
ſiſtently with their rules If his propoſitions 
not meet the qpprovatin of a A — 6k 4 _ ſtill be in 
the owes of, all thow mbers Who united in the with to 
pre — the mall diſti es, to rejec} ed and in thay 
caſe he ſhould jain them readily in doing 
Mr, Kitchell' withdrew his motion for faites out the firſt 
(tion, and, 7 chairman of che e of the whole 
having read the ſecond ſection 
Mr. Dayton faid that he ſhould offer, au amendment, in 
that 3 4 which would aſcertain with certainty whether the 
deſtruction or preſervation of the Sie diſtilleries was the 
ett, and wayld be ee of the bill. As it ſtood at 
t mom ieir diſcouragement and ruin was inevitable; 
for it plan Ko them of = - tion they Nad! e 
weck of paying either hn the capacity or by the gallan, and 
held out to them no equiyalent advantage, 80 far was it 
from compenſating them for the privation of that privilege, 
that, on, the other hand, he found in the latter part of the 
ſame ſection a proviſion, Ag. compelled them to com- 
mence every licence with the be —— of ſome calendar 
month, and thus rendered their ſituation far more diſcou- 
raging thay. it was at that moment. He ſhould therefore, 
when they came to. that part, move to ſtrike out the words 
following, viz. 4 And all licences as aforeſaid ſhall com- 
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mence and bear ate from the beginning of ſome calendar 
month.” But as preparatory thereto, and as a compenſation 
to ſmall diſtilleries for being deprived of the option, he 
ſhould firſt moye to inſert the words “for and uring the 
term of two weeks,” ſor the pyrpaſe of admitting the 
feſſors of ſuch ſtills to take out a licence for that ſhort term, 
if they thought proper. It was well known, Mr. Da 
faid, that the exiſting laws did not admit of any licence to 
be Ho out for a ſhorter term than one month. Diſtillers, 
therefore, who had materials to'employ them for two weeks 
only, werc compelled to pay for four weeks, or to pa 

their option, ſeven cents for each gallon diſtilled, 8 de- 
priyated of this choice, they would have reaſon for com- 
plaint, unleſs permitted to enter for lefs time than a month. 
He was ſenſible that many advantages would be derived from 
the abolition of the duty upon the gallon. diſtilled,” and not 
the leaſt, would be the greater facility and certainty in the 
collection of revenue from this ſource, the diminution of 
the number of oaths alrea too much multiplied, and the 
exoneration of the people from the moſt. odious part of the 
proviſions, viz. the frequent viſits and inſpections of the 
officers of government. Although theſe benefits were ac- 


knowledged, they could fortunately be ſecured to the public, 
withoiit injury to "the diſtilleries of fog or any other mate- 


rials. They might. even be protected and encburaged, Fd 
the revenue from them improved, and he truſted that! the 
amendments he had propoſed would eſtabliſh the fact, th 
thoſe two objects were perfectly conſiſtent and-attainable.. * 
Mr. W. 8 
from the ſecretiry of the treaſury « on the ſubject, to be read, 
It was read accordingly. 

Mr. Gallatin was in favour of the amenchhent propoſed, 
The letter, he ſaid, which had been read, was written tq 
him, in anſwer to ſome enquiries which he had made on 


this ſubje& of the ſecretary of the treaſury. Thie object of 


this bill, he ſaid, was, in the firſt place, to ſecure a due 


collection of the revenue at leſs expenſe than it at preſent 


coſt; in the ſecond, to prevent an evaſion of the duty; and 
in the third, to remove one of the moſt important objections 
to the tax. 


It, tended to.ſecure a due collection of the reyenue et leſs 


expenſe, by taking away thoſe proviſions which furniſhed an 
apology to collectors for not ſettling their accounts, or placing 


them in ſuch a ſtate as to prevent their being ſettled. Gentle-/ 


mith wiſhed a letter which had been repalved 


and 
ſtill 


wou 
was 
lers 


- 
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nen might ſay the duty was well collected at preſent, and that 
the accounts were well ſettled; — ve this as their op 
nion; but, when they had | > contrary-from off! 
cial facts, thofe aſſertions could have little weight. In order 
to ſhew the magnitude of the evil, he would refer to the laſt 
eilieial ſtatement made to them in December laſt, which 
contained the laſt accounts made by the ſuperviſors. ' By 
this ſtatement it would be ſeen how far the ſuperviſors were 
able to bring theſe eollectors to account. It would be noticed, 
that the ſtates of Vermont and New. Fork were the only 
ſtates whoſe accounts were ſettled up to December, - 1795; 
the ſtates of Connecticut and Georgia, were ſettled up to 
September 30, 1795; the ſtates of New Hampſhire, Maſ- 
ſachuſetts, Rhode-Iſland, Delaware, North and South Ca- 
rolma, were ſettled to the 3othiof June, 17955 the ſtate of 
Virginia to the Zoth June, 1794; the ſtate of New Jerſey 
was only brought up to the 3iſt of March; 1793; and the 
ſtate of Pennſylvania had not ſettled at all. In addition to 
which, in Kentucky, Tenneſſee, and the North Weſtern 
Territory, the tax had not been even mentionſdſ. 
This, he ſaid, was the ſituation of the revenue at preſent. 
The ſuperviſors found it impoſſible to bring the collectors to 
account. The fault, he ſaid, was in the law itſelf. Diſtik. 
lers in the country took advantage of the option which was” 
allowed them of paying by the gallon. This was always the 
pretence, and ſometimes the true reaſon, hy the collectors 
lid not make their returns. In a ſcattered country like Ame 
rica, collectors could not come at the quantity of gallons 
diſtilled by every individual; but if the duty was laid by 
means of a licence on the ſtill, accòrding to its capacity, it 
would be eafy to collect the duty, to have the accounts ſet- 
tled, and for the treaſury to check thoſe accounts. No pre- 
tence could then be made for not ſettling the accounts regu- 
larly. e ä g NI 2 Wu 
The next conſideration was, the evaſion of the duty. 
This aroſe from ſome individuals, and many, not returning 
their accounts as they ſhould do; ſome could not do it; and 
not a few gave in falſe accounts. In reſpect to large diſtil- 
leries in the country having the optian of taking out a licence, 
and of paying 54 cents per gallon on the capacity of their 
eſs Whills, no one, except they wiſhed to defraud the revenue, 
an voufd deſire to pay by the gallon; and if the amendment 
ng as agreed to, the ſame remark would apply to ſmall diſtil- 
le- ers; for, it would be found ſo much eaſier and advantage- 
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— 
or 
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I was the opinion of the ſecretary of the treaſury, chat the 


for a month with 16 cents; for two menths with 185; 


which was propoſed by the ſecretary. of the * except 
year. They might now be thought too low, and to give too 


3 


ous to pay by licence, than by the. gallon, that no one, cx. 
cept he intended to "defraud the revenue, eld, chonk to 
pay. by the gallon, The preſent rate of 10 cents per month 
per gallen would, in ſome caſes, be more than the duty 
would amount to, if paid by the gallon, as ſome ſtills were 
not employed more than half the time; but the propoſed 
amendment would remove that objection; and though le; 
duty would be paid by ſome individuals than they heretofore 
aid, as all evaſion would be prevented, the revenue would 
be increaſed. It way true, that when. they took off one ad- 
they muſt give another ; if they gave another, if 

gave {mall diſtillers the option of taking out a licence 

for à fortnight, they ſhould give the larger diſtillers the op- 
tion of taking out à licence for two, three or four months 


licences for a month ſhould be increaſed from 10 to 20 cents; * 
but he thought differently. He hoped the amendment of WW: | 
the gentleman from New Jerſey would prevail, and then he 
ſhould afterwards propoſe to fill up the blanks of lice 


three months with 24; for four months with 30; for 
months with 36; and for ſix months with 42 cents per gal. 
lon. This —. Ne 1990s was on the fame. ground with that 


that be _ _ e two eſtimates for a manth and for 


great advantage to ſmall ſtills. In the opinion, of the treaſury 
they did; but if, upon an experiment, it WI Jpund-4o,; - 
ſy, the rates might be augmented hereafter... ,. -- 

Finally, he believed theſe regulations would remove 1 
af the ſtrongeſt objections to the law. itſelf. Theſe object. 
ans were well known to be the reluctance which men elt to 
haye their houſes ſearched and their conduct watched, when 
they were in the purſuit of their honeſt occupations. Theſe 
objections would be wholly removed. A perſan would take 
a licence for any term he choſe, and there would be an end 
of the buſineſs. He would neither be obliged to keep an 
account, nor to make a return; neither would there be any 
viſiting of - officers to inp bus conan in carrying on Jus 
buſineſs. | 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid it was of r to remove the 
objections 3 particularly as the. law had-not extended to the 
parts he had mentioned, and as it was deſirable the Jaws 
ſhould operate equally and ſatisfactorily throughout the 


( 4 )) 
union. He hoped, therefore, the amendment ef the gen- 
tleman from New Jerſey would be agreed to, and that the 
bill would paſs. „ eee TO VENTS hu! 

Mr. Nicholas was ſatisfied an alteration was neceſſury in 
the preſent law to make it tolerable and equal. He had 
heard from an intelligent eollector, that thete were diſtillers 
who made their ſpirits double proof, ant! then turned them 
over to another perſon to retail them out, who brought them 
down to the common ſtandard; by this means/paying only 
one-half the tax. And yet, though this practice was known, 
it could not be remedied, according, to the preſent law, be- 
cauſe the ſpirits were out of the hands of the diſtiller. 

He was ſatisfied that no tax ſhould be ſo laid as to injure 
the manufactury upon which it fell; and it appeared to Ahn, 
that the very exiſtence of this law would depend on the ac- 
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Acceptance of this amendment. He had indeed thought of a 
of WW different way of regulating the buſineſs, but perhaps the one 
be propoſed might be. as well. He thought that if a Heentt 
1 ſhould be taken out for a term, and it was not wanted for the 
* whole time, a deductien ſhould be made for the difference. 
ene faid he was perfectly ſatisfied with the general modifidir- 
. ¶ ton; but if the amendment ſhould not prevail, it would ope- 
ut Wrate injuriouſly upon fmall diſtilleries. He, therefore, truſd- 
ted it would be agreed to. e RES LOG TT 
Mr. Harriſon oped the amendment would obtain. After 
100 rainy months, the fruit waſhed from the trees could-not be 
acid within a month from which a licence was taken, 
- The bill would go to diminiſh the revenue; beſides, it would 


be extremely unpopular, which would produce an evaſion of 

we the law, and the duties would be lefs. - Indeed, without the 

addition, it could not be agreed to. | 9 

The queſtion was put and carried unanimouſly. 

hen The blanks were afterwards filled up with the rates Me. 

le NCalatin had mentioned, and with fix- cents for licences for 

two weeks. ann 

Mr. Dayton then moved to ſtrike out the words Anu all 

licences, as aforeſaid, ſhall commence and bear date from'the 

beginning of ſome calendar month,” | 

The fourth ſection of the bill having been read, 

Mr. Harper thought it would be proper to amend the latter 

art of the clauſe, which was as follows: | ; FT 
« And every owner or —— of any ſtill, who ſhall not 

are taken ont a licence, for at leaſt months, during 

de fix months preceding the firſt days of January and July, 


oo a rn. 


in cach year, ſhall-be chargeable with, and ſhall pay a duty 
equal to that demandable on a licence for fix months; unleis 
ſuch owner or poſſeſſor ſhall make oath or affirmation, that 
no ſpirits have been diſtilled in his ſtill, during any time for 
which a licence has not previouſly obtained 

- »» By adding,' betwixt the words « any till,” and « who 
ſhall,” the words “ in a ſtate of preparation for diſtilling, 
This alteration, he ſaid, would make the oath propoſed un. 
neceſſary, and he was very much againſt multiplying oath, Wl . 
as they held out ſtrong temptations to diſhoneſty and per Wi 


r. Dayton (the ſpeaker) roſe to ſtate an objection which 
preſented itſelf to his mind againſt the latter part of th 
ſection. He might poffibly miſunderſtand the duty there 

.enjoined, and he hoped if he did, that the committee w a 
reported the bill would explain and ſet him right. It ae 
peared to him, Mr. Dayton ſaid, to intend and requite th f. 
the owner or poſſeſſor of every ſtill which had been unem n 
ployed for fix months, ſhould make oath or affirmation. th o. 
no ſpirits had been diſtilled in his ſtill. during any time for cc 
which a licence had not been previouſly obtained, or be ſub-W p: 
ject to a conſiderable penalty. Cafes might and would f- i 
quently ariſe, in which it would be highly improper ani de 
unjuſt to impoſe ſuch an oath. He inſtanced thoſe in par nc 
ticular where ſtills ſhould be ſold and transferred from on pi 
perſon to another, and perhaps through many hands, whill »! 
they were unemployed and of courſe unlicenſed, How wa 
it poſſible, Mr. Dayton aſked, for the man who has poſſeſ. 
ed it for a few weeks or few days to take. ſuch an oa, 


eſpecially if, as might happen, the former owners were no | 
even known to him. If no explanation ſhould be give bill 
from the committee nor any amendment, made, that ſhoul cou 
be ſatisfactory, he ſhould think it his duty to move to ſtrib lic 1 
out the whole of the laſt ſentence-or clauſe. 4 com 
Mr. Kitchell. ſaid, he had great objection to the clauſe a tro 

it ſtood, but he had a greater to the alteration ꝓropoſelſi wii 
He alſo was againſt multiplying oaths, if any. better modi or 
could be pointed out of preventing frauds; but, if the puff M 
ſent amendment took place, it would only be neceflary ont 
ſtrike off the cap from a ſtill-and carry it into the celle 
and then it would not be in a ſtate of preparation for diſii ¶ State 
ery. He wiſhed gentlemen who brought in the bill wou por 


conſider the matter, and propoſe ſome amendment to ti 
clauſe. iz | as | 


„ 
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Mr. Iſaac Smith thought the matter might be reQtified, by 
obliging the perſon who ſold a. ſtill to give notice thereof to the 
Inſpector, with the perſon to whom he ſold it. 

Mr- Gallatin ſaid, he underſtood that part of the ſection 
which related to an oath, to apply to the time during which 
2 man was owner and poſſeſſor of a ſtill, If a ſtill was 
transferred, a perſon would be anſwerable for the duty only 
whilſt in his poſſeſſion but if it was thought the expreſſion 
was not ſufficiently clear, it might be made more ſo, by-ad- 
ding between the words “ in his ſtill”. and during,” whilft 
he has been owner of the ſame.” “ | nu 
Mr. Nicholas ſaid it was neceſſary that ſome alteration 
ſhould take place in this clauſe: . ,.. + +, 

Mr. Dayton faid, that being by no means ſatisfied with 
any of the explanations or amendments that had been- offer- 
cd, and belieying that it would be very improper to retain 
ſuch a clauſe, 5 ſhould, as he had before given notice, 
move to ſtrike out the following, viz. “ and every owner 
or poſſeſſor of any ſtill, who ſhall not have taken out a li- 
cence, for at lgaſt months, during the fix months 
preceeding. the firſt days of January and July, in each year, 
ſnall be chargeable with, and fhall pay a duty-equal to that 
demandable on a licence for fix months; unleſs ſuch ow- 
ner or poſſeſſor, ſhall make oath, or affirmation, that no 
ſpirits have been diſtilled in his ſtill, during any time for 
which a licence had not been previouſly obtained.“ 

The committee then roſe, the amendments were agreed 
to in the houſe, and the bill ordered to be engroffed for a 
third reading to-morrow: ©. RNAP To es oh, 

Mr. W. Smith moved for the order of the day on the 
bill to provide more effectually for the ſettlement: of ac- 
counts between the United States and the receivers of pub- 
ic money, and the houfe accordingly, reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole on that ſubject, and having gone 
trough the ſame, the committee roſe. and reported the bill 
which was ordered to be engroſſed for a thitd reading to- 
morrow. 1 33 5 , 9 

Mr. Sitgreaves, from the joint committee appointed to 
conſider if any, and what meaſures ſhould be adopted for 
the further accommodation of the Prefident of the United 
States, for the term commencing on the 4th of March next, 
reported a reſolution authorifing the Prefident to'canfe to be 

ld ſuch part of the furniture preſented to him on his com- 
ug into offise as may be decayed and out of repair, and 
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that 1% 00 dollars, 
be preſented to him. 


in order to reſume the ſecret buliuels of yeſterday. | 
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132 of ſuch (ale, 


was twice read and com. 
mitted ——— — | 
On motion of Mr. W. Smith, the galleries were clear) 


— — — — ww - =» 


Wadneſday, Taru 15. 


A letter was received from the fecretary of the treaſun, 
incloſing a veport from the ſerretary of war, requeſting a 


appropriation may be paſſed to make good the appropriation 


an the military department, for the year 1 of 201,312 
dollars. 3 2 N r q 

3 =_ in pare the aft for laying a dne 
diſtilled wi 


United States, and for impoſing in 
i Neal cox dries deu of fills was read the 


2 called for the Leas and Nays on the paſſing d 
Mr. Locke hoped the bill would not 1.4. He thought i 
bad policy to change laws, except conſiderable advantage A 
could -be derived No conſequence cou 
1 from the propoſed — he RG except it were w Je 
irritate the minds of the peop overnment. It wa N. 
2 pantera, — believed i would A 
reduce it, as it would render uſeleſs many ftills. Farmen £: 
who had ſtills for the purpoſe of diftilling their ſurplus grain, Wl N. 


SSK. 


wiſhed to do it at their leiſure, as their cattle required it. He 


Some of thoſe, who paid ſeven cents per gallon, he Caid I Ch 
paid double to what was paid by thoſe who paid according u Ch 
the capacity of their ſtills, but it was more convenient for I Ar 
them to do ſo. He was ſurpriſed to hear the gentleman from ¶ Ce 
Pennfylvania (Mr. Gallatin) offer it as a reaſon for altering 
the method of laying the duty, that the exciſe officers had 
delayed to make due returns; that, he-ſaid, was owing to the 

uery of the officers, and not to any fault in the diſtiliers 
He alſo obſerved that many parts of the United States were 
ſo thinly inhabited, as to make it inconvenient for officers io 
collect the duty. Admitting that this were the caſe (though 
it would only ha in few inſtances) was it not, he aſke 
as. reaſonable, that officers, who were well paid for their 
ſervice, ſhould rather be put to that trouble than the diſtille)s 
themſelves, which — be the caſe if they were obliged t 
take out a licence ? That _—_— had alſo obſerved, th 


(1) 


knew that this afſertian was not true. He hi 


h family, and had al aid — 
ſtill for his own ways 1 
4 l at 1 und he 


no man, as the law Now ſtaod, would have chofen to piyhy 
the gallon, but ſuch as deſigned to defraud the revenue. Ho 


z 
no 
He 


but, if this bill paſſed, he would not di 
lived many others would come to the ſame reſolution. 
ſhould, therefore, vote againſt the paſſing of the dull. 
The Yeag and Nays were taken as follow : | 
; IEA S. 
Theodorus Bailey, George Leonard, 
Abraham Baldwin, Samuel L „ 
Did Bard, | William Lyman, | 
Theophilus Bradbury, Francis Malbone,  _—* 
Gabriel Chriſtie, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 
oſhua Coit, | William Vans Murray, 
i!liam Cooper, —— D. Orr, 
of WM Henry Dearborn, Jahn Patten, 2 
* George Dent, — R. Patzer, 
t George | Y Reed, 
age Wl Abiel Foſfer, Samuel Sewall, 
A Dwight Faſter, - © John 8, Sherburne, 
» to WM Jefſe Franklin, ; amuei Sitgreaves, 
wa Wl Nathaniel Freeman, jun. - Thompſon J. Skinner, 
wh WM Albert Gallatin, _ . Nathaniel Smith, 
nen Ezekiel Gilbert, \ Iſaac Smith, 
ain, Wl Nicholas Gilman, Samuel Smith, 
d it, Henry Glen, 3 illia 5 
aid i Chauncey Goodrich, 
g to MW Chriſtopher Greenup, 
sor Andrew Gregg, 
x George Hanegck, 
Nobert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 
John Hatharn, 
Jonathan N. Hayens, 
John Heath, 
William Hindman, 


Andrew Jackſon, 


* 


. > (4 ). 
William Craik, © Anthony New, 
Carter B. Harriſon, + John Page, 

Thomas — 2 Jofiah Parker, 
James Holland, William Strud wick, 
George Jackſon, Mark Thompſon, and 


Matthew Locke, 4 Abraham Venable. 
Andrew Moore, vez ; 


Ayes p 7. 

LY Noes 19. 

The following communication” was received from the La 
ſident. | 


. \ 
. 6. af * 


. ne, February x I Gi 1797. 


Gentlemen + FY nt ** | 5 
Fru 5 Reprejontatover, — 
I LAY before you an official ſtatement” of- the* expend 


ture to the end of the year 1796, from the ſums heretofore 
granted to — the ne charges of the government. 


| Oe: WASHINGTON 
| Account wy the > eee 14. grants made by Congreſs fo * 
| ' the contingent charges e — Nene. the 1 Jay 
| to 31% — I " 96. ö 


Du. 1 e Dots. Ct 


1796. To the following payments made upon 
orders of the preſident « of the Uni ted 5 7. 
States: a | 


Jan. 26. Warrant No. 5729, in favor of Timo-- * 
thy Pickering, ſecretary of ſtate, to 
be applied to the payment of the ac- 
counts of bills preſented by Thomass 
Fitzſimons, chairman of the commit- 
tee of merchants, for the expendi- | 
tures in procuring copies of papers Au 
from the Britiſh admiralty courts, in 
the Weſt Indies, in caſes of the cap- | 
ture of American veſſels - 2, goe 0 
Feb. 19. Warrant No. 5798, in favor of dittoo. 
to be applied to the payment of bills 


— — 


Carried forward 2 500 


- .: = —ͤ4U[f - - — o — @4- 


7 


Ds. 8 Dali. Cts. 
* 8 ward 4 25 50 oo 
and accounts, preſented by Thomas 
Fitzſimons, chairman of the. commit» 
tee of merchants, for expenditures 
in procuring copies of papers from 
che Britiſh admiralty courts, in the 
Weſt Indies, in caſes of the . 8 
of American veſſelss 2,000 + 
re. WY EG. 25. Warrant No. 5815, in favor of ditts, te Im 
| to enable him to take-up a bill of e- 
change, dated 11th Auguſt, $796," 7 
1 | drawn by Fiſher and Darrell, of An- . 
 - tigua, on Thomas Fitzſimons; chaĩr- 
man of the eommittee of merchants 
of Philadelphia, on account of the 3 
expenſes attending the copying and | 


di- - authenticating the roceedirſys of the | 
de court of vice admiralty of Antigua, 

nt. . on the property of citizens of the 

3 United States, captured and carried 

N. there under the. nden of the õth 

j November, 1793 1,498 84 

fr May 23. * Warrang No. 6108, in i Kip af ditto, . 

an to be a plied to the payment of a de- 


mand for rraniſcript of proceedings _ | 
| on American veſſels in the vice admi- | 
Ctr. g . court of Dominica, and acer 1 
expenſes connected therewith 1, - 
July 6. Warrant No. 6280, in favor of ditto, 
for the purpoſe of enabling him to 
continue the payment of expenſes 
attending the procuring of copies of 
the proceedings of the Britiſh courts 
of vice admiralty, in the cafes f 
captures by the mel veſſels of * : 
nation 2200 
Aug. 3. Warrant No. 6346, in favor of ditto, 
to defray the — . of 


| . government 1,0 
| 02. 4. Warrant No. 6548; in favor of ditto, Cat TE 
ö to defray the A 2 charges of 3 | 
| government - - - $2,000 * 


) | | Carried forward 11, 998 84 


. n "oe 

By balance unexpended on the 33ſt day of De- * 
cember, 1795, and ſubject to the orders of the | 
preſident of the United States, according to 


- ſtatement of account rendered to that day J, 893 oz 
By appropriation. granted per act of tbe iſt June, 


1796 +» 4+: : r 0. ©. 20000... 
1 ain. 
_ _ JOSEPH NOURSE, Reis TER. 
TREASURY DEPanTMENT, —  ,- , * 
Regifter' s Office, Feb. 6, 1797. 


, —— An , 4 . " 

A petition of John Brown of Rhode-Ifland, was preſented 
by Mr. Malbone, praying a drawhack on ſame geneva, and 
empty battles, exported in 1991 to the Eaſt-Indies, and that 
the — given to ſecure the duties may bg cancelled, on due 
" Reſerrd to thy poopie of commerce * r 
| ill for granting a ſum of money to the widow 9 
De Neufville® was read a third time 20 paſſed. =: 

A report was read from the committee of claims on the 
petition of Robert Peeling, Negatives. 

A report on the petition of Thomas Frothingam was re- 
ferred to a eammittee of the whole, on Monday next. 

The bill far proyiding more effeQuaily for the ſettlement 
of accounts between the United States and the Receivers of 
public monies, was read the third time and paſſed, _ 

Mr. Harper, the committee ta whom was referred 
the Reſolution from the Senate, propoſing to authorize the 
Prefident to make enquiry of certain States, whether they 
concurred in the amendment to the Conſtitution which had 
been ſubmitted to them, with reſpect to the ſuability of States, 
reported that on 4th March 1789, the United States being then 


05 


05 


( 65 ) 


thirteen in number, twelve amendments were ſubmitted by 
Congreſs to the different ſtates, ten of which were ratified 
in 1789 and 1790 by nine ſtates out of thirteen, which num- 
her not being three fourths of the then exiſting ſtates, thoſe 
ten amendments did not then become part of the conſtitution, 
one ſtate being ſtill wanting. The report. went on to ſtate 
further particulars, and concluded with p that as 
ſome of the ſtates might have ſince ratified the whole or 2 
part of thoſe amendments, though ſuch ratification had not 
deen received, to reje& the reſolution from the Senate, and 
to adopt one to the following effect: 8 | 

« Reſolved that the Prefident of the United States be re- 
queſted to make application, as ſpeedily ns may be, to all 
thoſe ſtates, who, as far as can be known by official docu» 
ments, have not ratified the ſaid twelve amendments to the 
conſtitution which were ſubmitted to them, to learn whether 
my of them have been ratified, or what procedings have 
deen had thereon,” . | 0 

Ordered to be printed. | | = 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid they had had an eftimate preſented to 
them this morning, requeſting a deficiency to be made good 
in the military department, to the amount of 201,312 dollars. 
This eſtimate, he ſaid, was made to them under three items, 

a fortnight only before the diſſolution of Congreſs. He 
thought it ſhould have been ſent to them ſooner, and more 
in detail. In order to obtain ſome farther information on the 
ſubject, he propoſed a reſolution to the following effect: x 

« Reſolved, that the ſecretary of war be directed to hay 
defore this houſe, a ſtatement in detail of the item reſpecting 
the military ſervice which, in his eſtimate - of the roth inſt. 
he ſtates at 125,000 dollars, and alſo a ftatement'in detail of 
the expenditure and application of money appropriated by law 
for the military eſtabliſhment of the year 1796, from whence 
have reſulted the deficiencies by him ſtated in his eſtimate, 
of 44,122 and 32,000 dollars,” _ 

Mr. W. Smith wiſhed to know whether he meant to de- 
ene appropriating money for the military eſtabliſhment, until 
he received this information. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he had no objection againſt voting for 
the appropriations for the military eſtabliſhment for the year. 
1797; whether he received the details called for, or not; 
but he would not vote tor the deficiency ſtated, until the de- 
tals were received. He did not think he ſhould be juftificd in 
'oting for this eſtimated deficiency, until lie knew how it had 
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been expended—until he knew how far he was bound to do 
it.. It had no connection whatever wih the appropriationfr 
| the, year 1797. b 
The ſpeaker ſaid he received. this communication on 8. t 
cyrday whilſt in a committee of the whole, and thought he had 
given it to the clerk. to be read, but found it upon his / table fl v 
this morning, ſo that the deny Cnce e my 
to him. Wy re 
- The reſolution was agreed to. 4 a wi 
Mr. Swanwick moved that the committee of commerce and Min 
and manufactures be diſcharged from the conſideration of the li 
petition. of the meaſurers of New-York, that it may be re. 
ferred to the committee of the whole to whom was referred Wo: 
the bill relative to the compenſations and duties of certain th: 
officers employed i in the collection of impoſt and —— col 


Mr. Swanwick vilhed the Houſe to go into a committee of wo 
| the whole on the above bill; and after ſome obſervations Ml wo 
| on the propriety of taking up this ſubject in preference to the 

| ſecret unfiniſhed buſineſs of yeſterday, the Houſe reſavel M | 
itſelf into a committee of the whole on that bill, Mr. Muh- N eve 
lenberg in the chair. The bill, having been read, and the ing 
firſt ſection being under conſideration, which allows to the 1 
collectors of the diſtrict of Pennſylvania and New-York. one pro 
1 quarter per cent. to thoſe of Boſton, Charleſton, and Bali: I tho 
WW - more one half per cent, and to other ports in proportion. be: 
Mr. Dearborne ſaid, the compenſations ariſing to the o. ! 
lectors in ſome of the principle ports, was beyond meaſure ex · ¶ vel 
orbitant, he believed, after all deductions were made, they + MW oth 
mounted from 8 to 10,000 dollars. He could ſee no good port 
reaſon why the ſalaries of theſe. officers ſhould not be fixed by n 
law. At preſent, though their duties were certainly not ſo i . 
important, they received two or three time as much as heads nels 
of departments, conſiderable more than even the Vice-Pre 
ſident of the United States. When they had determined I fatic 
not ro increaſe the ſalaries of the principal officers in the Ge. the 
vernment, even during the preſent high price of living, he ver: 
thought they ought not to allow ſuch extravagant compen-· ¶ not, 
ſations to their collectors. 
Mr. Thatcher thought they were legiſlating in the dark 
Before they entered upon the buſineſs, he wiſhed to ham 
ſeen. a return of the real amount of duties collected during the 
laſt year, in order to give time for the obtaining of this = 
| formation, he wilhed the committee to riſes 
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Mr. Varnunt was of the ſame opinion. He ſaid accounts 
had been received from all the ports except New-York, and 
that they might be ſoon. ex e 
Mr. Swanwick faid, there had been a return for 1795, 
which the committee had judged as proper a guide as that for 
1796 would be. It was the intention of the committee to 
reduce the compenſation of the officers in the large ports, 
whom they believed received too much, 'and to increaſe thoſe 
in the ſmall ports, whom they were convinced received too 
little. | | ks GOP z 
Mr. S. Smith alſo ſaid 1795 would. be better foundation | 


re- | | 
ed for them to eſtimate upon than 1796, as it might be ſuppoſed 
ain that the importations in 1797, owing to the obſtruftions which 


commerce was likely to meet with, would be much leſs than 


* in 1795. If the committee were to riſe, he believed the law 
of Wl vould not get paſſed, and the old law would continue, which 
5m would be a loſs to government of 15 or 20,000 dollars. 


Mr. Williams wiſhed to wait for the returns of 17906. 
red Mr. Coit ſaid it would be neceſlary to regulate theſe ſalaries 
every two or three years, as trade was continually fluftuat- 
e | a latgs 
the Mr. Craik was againſt the committee's-rifing, as it would 
ine Wl probably put an end to the ' buſineſs for this ſeſſion, and he 
u, thought it was very deſirable that the large ſalaries ſhould 
be reduced, and the ſmall ones advanced. 5 b 
ol Mr. Parker was for proceeding with the buſineſs. It was 
ex- MW vell known ſome of the compenſations were too high, and 
„chers too low. He mentioned amongſt the latter the ſmall 
ood I port of Tappahannoc, the collector of which by the return 
| by WY in. 1795, was 68 dollars in debt. N 

to Mr. Dearborn ſaid, as it was only two years ſince this buſi- 
ads WW nels was arranged, he did not think there was much ne- 
e · ¶ ceſſity for going into it now; and though ſome of the compen- 
nel fations were low, he did not believe any of thoſe who held 
Go ¶ che offices could be induced to give them up; and if they 
he vere, there would be 20 perſons ready for them. If it were 
en- not, therefore, for taking off ſomething from what he con- 
idered as enormous ſums from the officers in the large ports, 

ark. WM be ſhould be willing to let the buſineſs lie over this ſeſſion. 
He could with a reſolution to the following effect tobe agreed 
- ” this purpoſe, in preference to the mode propoſed by the 
© Reſolved that from and after the preſent year, the col- 
lectors of Philadelphia, New-York, Baltimore, Boſton and 
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Charleſton, be allowed Dolls. per amum, | 1 
| place of their preſent 8 . 
Nr. New hoped the committee would not riſe, His al 
league (Mr. Parker) had mentioned the caſe. of an officer þ 
Virginia, af Leers with which he was ſomewhat 10 
uainted. In the year 17955 he was brought in upwards d 
20 dollars in debt. The return from that officer for the li 
year was for diſburſeinents 549 dollars go cents, and recep 
55 dollats. He doubted ther whether, when this gen 
fleman gave vp his ſituation, i there would be 20 periu th 
feady 1 to 
The queſtion for the committee's riſing was put, and di 
tiveU. | 
| prix conſiderati ion of the firſt ſection was entered upon ge 
and upon an enquiry what was the compenſation of the lag ſte 
zorts under the preſent law, _ me 

Mr. Coit ſaid that New-York: and Philadelphia had befor pre 
three. eighths of one per oent and Boſion,Baltimore _ * 
leſton five eighths of one per cent. 3 

After à number of obſervations from different membe 
this; and the other clauſes of che bill, were agreed to, wich on 

| anzendments. . 

After which, Mr. Dayton (the ſpeaker) moved an 4a 
80 a ſection, appointing a ſurveyor for New. Brunſwick i unden 
Jerſey, to reſide there, which was agreed to- And, pre 

Mr. Sewall moved alſo an additional ſection, providih As 
that Marblehead, ſhould be a port at which veſſels arrivingWver 
from beyond the cape of Good Hope may enter and N dy 
Fhich was agreed to. | ] 

The committee roſe and e the bil. aud 


Fe 
IN SENATE OF F THE UNITED STATES. anc 
iE February 15, 179% ] 
On requeſt, the Vice-Preſident of the United States, be- Wbef 
ing excuſed from' further attendance in Henate 2 the ry 
ſeſſion, addrefled * as follows: Iny 
a Gentlemen of the Senate, . 1 
If, in the general apprehenſion of an intention to » ede in Were 
chat moſt eminent citizen; to whom all eyes had been direſi· thr 
ed and all hearts attracted, as centre of our union for ſo {Mn : 
long a period; the public o had exhibited any elear WW bel 
indications of another, in whom our fellow-citizens could Sta 
have generally united; as ſoon as I read that excellent ad- Wit 
dreſs which announced the neceſſity of W in the el 


12 
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choice of a Prefident, I ſhould have imitated the example of 
a character, with whom I had eo-operated, though in lefs 
conſpicuous and important ſtations, and maintained an nnin- 
terrupted friendſhip for two and twenty years. But as a num- 
der of characters appeared to ſtand in the general eſtimation, 
ſo nearly on a level, as to render it difficult to conjecture on 
which the majority would fall; confidering the relation in 
which I ſtood to the people of America, thought it moſt 
to them, and moſt conducive to the tranquility of - 


* * 


the public mind to reſign myſelf with others, a fllent ſpecta- 
tor of the general deliberation and a paſſive ſubject of public 
diſcuſſions. S i 

Deeply penetrated with gratitude to my countrymen in 
general, for their long continued kindneſs to me, and for that 
fteady and affecting confidence, with which thoſe who have 
moſt intimately known me from early life, have on ſo many 
great occaſions entruſted to me the care of their deareſt inte- 
reſts ; ſince a majority of their electors, though a very ſmall 
one, haye declared in my favour, and ſince, in a republican 
government, the majority though ever ſo ſmall muſt of ne- 
ceſſity decide, I have determined at every hazard of a high 
but juſt reſponſibility, though ak Oe anxiety and diffi- 
dence, ance more tq engage in their ſervice.— Their confi. 
dence which has, been the chief conſolation of. my life, is too 
precious and ſacred a depoſit ever to be conſidered lightly, 
As it has been founded only on the qualities of the heart, ne- 
- has been, it never can be, deceived, betrayed, or forfeited 

Age. ; 2 | 
It is with reluctance, and with all thoſe emotions of grati- 
tude and affection which a long experience of your goodneſs 
ought to inſpire, that I now retire from my ſeat-in this Hauſe, 
and take my leave of the members of the Senate. 

I ought not to declare, for the laſt time, your adjournment, . 
before I have preſented to every Senator preſent, and to eve- 
ry citizen who has ever been a Senator of the United States, 
my thanks, for the candour and favour invariably received 
from them all. It is a recollection of which nathing cag 
erer deprive me; and it will be a fource of comfort to me, 
through the remainder of my lite, that as on the one hand, 
n a government conſtituted like ours, I have for eight 
eld the ſecond ſituation under the conſtitution of the United 
States, in perfect and uninterrupted harmony with the firſt, 
vithout envy in one, or jealouſy in the other; ſo on the 
her hand, I have never had the ſmalleſt miſunderſtanding 
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with any member of, the Senate. In all the abſtruſe queſ- 
tions, difficult conjunctures, dangerous emergencies, and ani- 
mated debates upon the great intereſts of our country, which 
have ſo often and ſo deeply impreſſed all our minds, and in- 
tereſted the ſtrongeſt feelings of the heart, I have experienc- 
ed a uniform politeneſs and reſpect from every quarter of. the 
houſe. When queſtions of no leſs importance than difficul- 
ty, have produced a difference of ſentiment (and differences 
of opinion will always be found in free aſſemblies of men, and 
bly on the greateſt queſtions) when the Senators Have 
deen equally divided, and my opinion/has been demanded ac- 
cording to the conſtitution, I have conſtantly found, in that 
moiety of the Senators from whoſe judgment I have been 
obliged to diſſent, a diſpoſition to allow me. the ſame freedom 
of deliberation and independence of judgment which they af 
ſerted for themſelves. - 's oo Vie 
Within theſe walls, for a courſe of years, I have been an 
admiring witneſs of a ſucceflion of information, eloquence, 
patriotiſm and independence, which, as they would have done 
honor to any Senate in any age, afford a conſolatory hope (if 
the legiſlatures of the States are equally careful in their future 
ſelections, which there is no reaſon to diſtruſt) that no coun» 
cil more permanent than this as a branch of the legiſlature 
will be neceſſary to defend the rights, liberties and progers 
ties of the people, and to protect the conſtitution of the 
United States as well as the conſtitutions and rights of the 
individual ſtates, againſt errors of judgment, irregularities of MW ri 
the paſſions, or other encroachments of human infirmity or tr: 
more reprehenſible-enterprize, in the executive on the ane WM ca 
hand or the more immediate repreſentatives of the people WW ha 
on the other. 5 | | 7: i «--tipy'5 ai 
* Theſe conſiderations will all conſpire to animate, me in my WM liv 
future courſe, with a confident reliance, that as far as my WW fir! 
conduct ſhall be uniformly meaſured by the conſtitution of WM cla 
the United States, and faithfully directed to the public good, ¶ ent 
1 ſhall be ſupported by the Senate as well as by the Houle WW of 
of Repreſentatives and the people at large; and on no other Wl dec 
conditions ought any ſupport at all to be expected or, deſired. 
With cordial wiſhes for your honour, health and happ- 
neſs, and fervent prayers for a continuation of the vixtues, l. 
berties, proſperity and peace of our beloved country, I a 
myſelf of your leave of abſence for the remainder. of the ig 


SIT) 468 


* 


1 


— 


, . cat cty: 03-4 


ASS. R 77 oat „ © 


1 


To which the Senate returned the following anſwer. 
SIR, e Ee 
THE Senate of the United States would be unjuſt᷑ to their 


own feelings, and deficient in the performance uf a düty 


their relation to the government of their country impoſes; 
hould they fail to expreſs their regard for your perſong and 
their reſpe for your character, in anſwer to the addreſs you 
preſented to them, on your leaving a ſtation which you-have 
{o long and ſo honourably filled as their Preſident. 

The motives you have been pleaſed to diſcloſe which uduc- 
ed you not to withdraw from the public ſervice, at a time 
when your experience, talents and virtues were peciliztly 
deſirable, are as honourable for'yonrſelf, as from oor confi- 
dence in you, fir, we truſt the reſult will be beneficial to our 
beloved count x. e ene. 

When you retired from your dignified ſeat in this houſc, 
and took your leave of the members of the Senate, we felt 
all thoſe emotions of gratitude and affection, which our know-= 
ledge and experience of your abilities and undeviating im- 
partiality ought to inſpire 3 and we ſhould with painful re- 
luctance endure the ſeparation but for the conſoling reflec- 
tion, that the fame qualities which have rendered you uſeful, 
as the Preſident of this branch of the Legiſlature, will enable 
you to be. ſtill more ſo, in the exalted ſtation. to which you 
have been called. 3 e 100k TIN EO” 

From you, fir, in whom your country have for à long pe- 
riod, placed a ſteady confidence, which have never been -be- 
trayed or forfeited, and to whom they have, on ſo many oc- 


caſions entruſted the care of their deareſt intereſts, which 


have never been abuſed, From you, who holding the ſecond 


fituation under the conſtitution of the United States, have 


lived in uninterrupted harmony with him who has held the 
firſt From you we receive with much ſatis faction the de- 


claration which you are pleaſed to make of the opinion you 


entertain of the character of the preſent ſenators, and of that 
of thoſe citizens who have been heretofore ſenators. This 
declaration, were other motives wanting, would afford them 
an incentive to a virtuous perſeverance, in that line of con- 
duct which has been honoured with your approbation.. 


In your future courſe, we entertain no doubt, that your 
official conduct, will be meaſured by the conſtitution, and 
directed to the publie good, you have therefbre / a right to 


„ „ we 
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entertain a confident relignce, that you will. be ſupported, 
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our honour, health and happineßs, we join with yours our 
ties of our fellow citizens; for the public proſperity and 


1 
as well y the people at large as by their conſtituted autho. 


a rities. 


We cordially reciprocate; the wiſhes which you exproſs for 
feryent prayers for the continuation of the virtues and liber. 


peace; and for you we implore the beſt reward of virtuous 
deeds, the ons approhation of your aue, and 
ye imiles of heaven. N 5 
The Vice: Preſident replied as follows, : N 
An addreſs ſo reſpectful and affectionate as this from 117 
tlemen of ſuch experience and eſtabliſned characten in 28 
affairs, high ſtations in the government of their country, and 
great conſideration in their ſeveral ſtates, as the Senators of 
the United States, will do me great honor, and afford 'me a 
firm ſupport, wherever it ſhall be known, both at home and 
Their generous approbation.of my conduct in ge- 
neral, and liberal teſtimony ta the undeviating impartiality 
of it, in my peculiar relation to their body, a character, 
which in every ſcene and employment of life I ſhould wiſh 
above all others to cultivate: and merit; has a tendency to 
ſoften aſperities and conciliate animoſitics, wherever: ſuck 
may unhappily exiſt; an effect at all times to be deſired, and. 


in the preſent ſituation of our country, ardently to. be F 


moted by all good citizens. 
F Pray the te to accept my ſincere thanks. 4 
JOHN. ADAMS, 
| Thurſday, February + ih 

A report was received from the Secretary of the Treaſury, 
in conformity to the reſolution of the gth and roth inſtant, 
with ſtatements of the expenditure of money appropriated for 
defraying the expences attending our Foreign Intercourſe, 
and of the money applied for the purpaſe of proſecuting the- 
claims of our Merchants for redreſs for the ſpoliations com- 
mitted upon their property by belligerent powers, in which 
report it was ſtated that there was à deficiency in the ac- 
counts of Mr. Randolph, the late Secretary. Referred to 


the: committee of the Whole to v hom was reterred the: Aps- 


ation Bill. 


. Gallatin, alſo ined that the F of deßciencie 
e Contingent Expences received yeſterday. ſhowld be re 


| in he to the ſame, committee. 


Mr. Harper moved that the. report hich: he. 


— 
mage, on the ſubject of propoſed amendments to the Confti. 
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6 | 
tütion, ſhould be recommitted, on account of an error which 
had eſcaped the committee with reſpe& to the time of the 
admiſſion of Kentueky into the Union. Agre ed. 

The Speaker preſented a _—_— from Judge. Turnier of 
the North+weſtern 'Ferritory, wiſhing that 3 which 
had been exhibited againſt him ſhould be brought to a hear- 
ing, as he had come up to the feat of Government with a 
view of defending himſelf. -Ordered to lie upon the table... 

Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee of Claims, anade 
reports on the petitions of Lydia Cogſwell and James War- 
rington, which were againſt the petitioners. The former was 
concurred in, and the latter comrhirted to 2 committee. of 
the whole on Monday net. 

Mr. Swanwick preſented the petition of Edward Rowe, 
mate on board the brig Sophia, employed to carry the money 
paid to the Dey of Algiers, who was wounded by trying a 
blanderbuſs on board the ſaid veſſel; one from 'Fhomas Cox, 
and another from Joſeph Goſs, foldiers in the late war, all 
praying for relief. Referred. to the! committee of Claims. 

Mr. Swanwick alſo preſented the petition of ſundry retail 
Venders of Wines and Spirits in the city and county of Phi- 
ladelphia, who, having taken out à State licence, had ne- 
glected (as they ſtate) through ignorance to take aut licences 
under the authority of the United States, and had been pro- 
ſecuted therefor, praying for the interference of Congreſs 
in their behalf, Referred to a. Select Committee os, 
Nicholſon, Sitgreaves and Gilbert. G 

Mr. Dearborn moved that the Houſe ſhould take up. the 
unfinifted buſineſs of yeſterday. - -- 

Mr. Coit ſaid, he had been told by the. Comptroller of 
the Treaſury, ' that the return of the ĩ mount of impoſts col- 
lected for the year 1796, would be made to the Houſe thin 
day; he therefore hoped this buſineſs would be 
for the purpoſe of taking up the reſolution of the Senate, in 
reſpect to the balance due from certain States to the United 
States. Agreed. 

The Houſe aceordingly went into this buſineſs, ah having 
read the reſolution, which propoſes, inſtead of calling upon 
the ſeveral Debtor States for the whole amount reported. by 
the Commiſſioners to be due, to call upon them only for the 
ſum which they had aſſumed over and above what proved to 
de their real demand againſt the United States, which of 
wurſe went wholly to excuſe ſome of the Debtor States. 
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Mr. Williams obſerved; thatwhen this ſubject wab before 
ao Houſe it was fully difcuffed; and ir would only be taking 
up time unneceſſarily to enter on the ſubject again. Ab he 
heard nothing to change his former opinion, he continued 
to think the deht, ſo far as it reſpected the State of New. 
Vork, was unfoundedz it therefore mattered not to him 
whether the amendment propoſed by the Senate was agreed 
to. or not. Although by the amendment, only a part'(faid to 
be due) was called for, yet the Debtor States were not by chat 
amendment exonerated from paying the whole; and there. 
fare were the Debtor States to ads proviſion agreeably to 
the amendment: propoſed by the Senate, they might be after. 
} wards called on for the remainder, as, by- paying Men kn 
| vena: tacitly acknowledge the whole to be juſt, 
The motion was negatived, and the” —_— cell 


inſiſt upon the reſolution: as it ſood'orig 
--Mr. Heath propoſed to take up the ca cle of Alexander 


Fow ler. . 
Mr. Henderſon aimed the ſubject. of Indiref Taxes toe 
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| entered upon. 
| Mr. Gallatin gad a — has) hea muy upon ha 
tract | betwixt John C. Symmes and' his aſſociates, and" the 
| United States, which it was of importance to paſs into à lu 
| this ſeſſion, as the object was 400,000 ue of lands, which 
4 was worth about 800,000 dollars. 
. | The Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf 1110 2 Tominittds of Wl of 
| the whole on the ſubject, 'Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair art 
when the report, which was very long, having been read, par 
the Committee agreed to the reſolution reported, which wi tha 
the following words: (4003 2400 tha 
„ Reſolved that a Comanittes be appoint « to bring if obi 
dill to authoriſe the Preſident of the United States, to grant I not 
in fee ſimple to John C. Symmes and his aſſociates, that part ¶ capi 
of a tract of land, the boundaries whereof are aſcertained oY In f 

2 ſurvey executed i in conformity to the Act of Congreſs, en: eſti 
titled « An act for aſcertaining the bounds of a tract of Land eve 
haſed by J. C. Symmes,” and returned to the 'Treafury I and 
— ent the roth of Jan. 1794, which is not include the 
within 2 bounds of a grant already made on Sept. 8th, 1994 {nc 
the faid J. C. Symmes, and his aſſociates excepting and refers but 
ing out of the ſame, the lots reſerved by the original contra N 
entered into between the United States and the ſaid Symme* 
and his aſſociates, provided that the ſaid J. C. Symmes 1 
his aſſociates ſhall previouſly, in conformity to the terms 0 
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the original contract, make the requiſite payment for the tract 
to be granted to them, and for the 47,625 acres, part of the 
grant already made to them on the zoth Sept. 1794, for 
which they have not yet paid any conſideration, and provid- 
ed alſo that the townſhip reſerved for am academy ſhall: have 
deen previouſly laid off and ſecured, according to tlie terms 
of the contract, and of rhe reſolutions and law of Congreſs 
relative thereto:” . S R 
A Committee of five was appointed. Meſſrs. Gallatin, 
Venable, Havens, Ames and Sherburne. ny BAY 
A meſſage was received from the Senate, informing the 
Houſe, that they had made choice of the Hon. William Bing 
ham, as their Preſident pro fem.“ ; „ 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole on the ſubject of indirect taxes, Mr, Dent in the chalt 
when the rope of the committee of ways and means, the 
letter of the Secretary of the Treaſury, and the reſolutions of 
the gentleman from New-Jerſey, (Mr. Henderſon) and thoſe 
from the gentleman from 8. Carolina, Mr. Harper, having 
been read, . H a | 1 Eo Prot 4771 A 
Mr. Harper ſaid, that having on a former occaſion, gone 
pretty much at length into obſervations to prove the ſupe- 
riority of indirect taxes to a land tax for this country, he 
ſhould not now repeat them, but confine himſelf td the 
other branch of the ſubject. ets 


. 


On the occaſion alluded to, he had gone into 4 calculition X 


of the preſent amount of the duties arifing from the ſeveral 
articles upon which he had propoſed an advance, and com- 
pared that amount with preceding years, in order to ſhew 
that the revenue upon them was in ari increafing ſtate, and 
that they would of coutſe bear a ſmall advance. As theſe 


oblervations depended on a ſtatement of figures, which might - 


not be well remembered, he would take the liberty of re- 
capitulating them, and then proceed with ſome qbſervations 
In favour of indirect taxes. LMr. H. here went over his 
eſtimates with reſpeCt to the preſent amount of duties on the 
leveral articles, the duty upon which he meant to advance, 
and the probable addition which would be likely to ariſe from 
the propoſed additions, * in the courſe of which he was re- 
minded of the. queſtion by Mr. S. Smith and Mr. Holland, 
but deſired to proceed by the Chairman. 9 
Mr. H. having gone through his ſtatement, ſaid, in order 
to put our revenue in ſome degree, beyond the reach of foreign 
powers to diſturb it it was neceſſary to connect the two ſyſtems 
* See page 25, Vol. II. | \ 
Vol. II. 3 9 
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of indirect and direct taxes together; and the more he fax | 
the more he was impreſſed with the propriety of this. 80 
much ſo, that if the houſe ſhould not think proper to adopt 
a window or ſtamp tax, if no member propoſed an effectuat 
fſübſtitute for them, he ſhould think it neceſſary to adopt; 
land tax, even if all the indirect taxes were agreed to which 
he had offered. He thought the money would be better ral 
ſed by a ſtamp. and window tax; but ſhould the houſe not be 
of this opinion, he Hrould vote for a land tax, becauſe be 
thought it of unſpeakable importance to have ſome effeCtuil 
revenue which ſhould be out of the reach of any foreign 
wer. hg 
” With reſpect to the window tax, it had been objected to 
ns à very odious and a very impolitic tax; that it had been 
very unpopular wherever it had been introduced, and that, 
in all probability it would be alike objectionable in this country, 
He thought differently. In England it might have Been ſo, 
bpecauſe any new tax where the people were ſo heavily bur- 
| dened as in England, would prove unpopular. He was opin- 
| that the tax might be ſo laid as to become a very equal and 


i 
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5 The objects to be aimed at in taxation, be ſaid, were that 
; a tax ſhould fall equally, and be eaſy of collection. Where 
l theſe two properties were combined, the tax muſt be a good 


5 one. - He believed that a tax on windows would an{wer thi 
deſcription ; as there was generally a proportion between 
| man's expences and the number of windows in his houſe; 
| and by graduating the tax, it would fall equally on the com- 
| munity at large. A tax, he ſaid, ſhould not fall upon a man 
| in proportion to his capital, but according to his ex neces. 
| A man might poſſeſs a great capital, and yet not poffee equa! 
| means with the man of a ſmall capital. A man for inſtance, 
| might poſſeſs a great capital in land; but it might be in ſuch 
a ſituation as not to be ſaleable, or too far removed from 

market to be profitable. This kind of property, he ſaid, did 

| not enable a man to pay taxes; but, if a man's expencys 
| | were conſidered, his ability to pay taxes you be difcovered. 
| There might be ſome exceptions : indeed, Tome men would 
* ſpend more front vanity, and ſome leſs from ayarice, than 
| they ought, but he believed the rule would hold good, in ge- 
ral. But, if a tax was laid ad valorem, there was great 

| difficulty in aſcertaining the juft value of property ; wheres 
to enumerate the windows of a houſe, would be done 5 7 

title trouble and expence, and without any intruſion into 3 
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man's houſe, which was an objection to an hearth tax, as it 
required ſuch viſits as woulg be diſagreeable the citizens of a 
free 6ountry. A window tax would have this farther advan- 
tage, if laid at firſt for 250,000 dollars, it might afterwards 
be made to produce as much as the people were able to pay, 
without additional expence. He, therefore, preferred a win» 
dow tax to a land tax, becauſe more eaſily laid; and to an 
hearth tax, becauſe it might be impoſed without dimiciliary 
viſits» |; : * . 
Various objections, he ſaid, had been made to a ſtamp tax, 
In the firſt place, it was ſaid to be a very odious tax; but, 
our diſlike to a ftamp tax aroſe, not becauſe the tax was re, 
ally objectionable, but hecauſe it had been attempted. to be 
jaid upon us by a foreign power, which. hag not, the right 0 
hy it. Any other tax which that power might have attempt: 
ed to impoſe upon us, would have proved equally odious ; 
but, he ſaid, the American people had ſenſe enough to dil- 
tinguiſh between a tax laid hy their own government, and 
the ſame tax forced upon them by a foreign power. Ano- 
ther objection to this tax was, that it would require certain 
regulatians to be made in the courts of the different ſtates in 
the union; as it would be neceflary to enact that no paper 
ſhould be admitted as evidence which was not duly ſtamped, 
it might be aſked, what power they had to do this? He 
laid there could be no doubt that they had the power, as the 
ſtate courts and .judges were equally bound by the laws of 
Congreſs, with the courts/and judges of the United States, 
and there could be no doubt that the law would be chear- 
fully complied with. With reſpect to another objection, it 
required a good deal} of conſideration ; but he doubted not 
it might be provided againſt by certain modifications in a 
bill, if the tax ſhould be agreed to. It was this, That per- 
lons in remote parts of the- country, unuſed to make their 
contracts in a formal way, but who applied to their neigh- 
dours to do it, and who did it in a clumſy and imperfect man- 
ner. To ſay that all theſe papers ſhould be fabiec to 2 
ſtamp duty, would lay ſuch perſons under the neceſſity of 
applying to an attonney, to furniſh them with ſtamps and to 
do tae buſineſs for them, This, he acknowledged, would 
be embarraſling perions fo ſituated, without greatly benefit- | 
ung the revenue; but it would be poſſible 4 make proyis 
long to exclude contracts of a certain defcription, fo as to pre⸗ 
dent this inconvenience. | x 
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Mr. H. heped, therefore, that theſe two modes of reve, 
nue would be agreed to, which, together with the augment, 


tions he had propoſed' to the impoſts, would furniſh a ſuf- 
ficiency of revenue for every purpoſe of government. If the 
houſe, however, ſhould. think a land tax preferable, he ſhould 


* 


ſubmit. 

In concluſion of theſe pemarks, he would add, what in- 
daced him to be leſs decided in favour of indirect ſources 
than heretofore. At the end of four years, another aug- 
mentation of revenue will be neceſſary, either by indirect or 
direct taxes. He was doubtful, therefore, whether it would 
not be better at preſent to have recourſe to direct taxes, and 
leave the impoſts for our future ſupport. At that time, he 
ſaid, after four years further experience, they ſhould be bet. 
ter able to judge of what our commerce would afford, than 
at preſent, and he truſted, we ſhould he pelieved at that 
time from any anxiety with reſpect to our foreign relations.” 
Another conſideration, they knew, though impoſts were 
eventually paid by the people, yet merghants were obliged 
to pay the duties in the firſt inſtance. He knew the credit 
given to them in ſome caſes was ſo liberal, as to give them 


time to receive the duties before they were called upon to 


pay them: in ſuch inſtances, the merchant was only a ſecu- 
rity to government; but, though this was the caſe in ſome 
degree, it was not wholly ſa, and where it was not fo, the 
merchant was the lender of the money to government. Now 
there, might be ſituations, he ſaid, in which merchants would 


not be able to do this. If, for inſtance, any part of the 
capital of our merchants be kept from them in foreign 


countries; or if, by any ſudden fall in the price of pro- 
duce, they have experienced heavy loſſes, and were other- 
therwiſe preſſed in their concerns, it might not be prudent 
to call upon them for an addition to the preſent duties. It 
was for them to determine how far our merchants were at 
preſent in this ſituation. He believed the amount of their 
property, at this time, in the hands of foreign powers, was 
not leſs than twelve millions of dollars! 

* Theſe conſiderations, he ſaid, had had great weight with 
him in making him leſs confident in refources from indirett 


means. He ſuppoſed they would alſo have ſome weight with 


the houſe. He finiſhed by ſaying, that he truſted the com. 
mittee would pardon him for the time he had occupied, 
though he perceived the patience of ſome individuals. bad 
Jong been exhauſted. . OSD 4 
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Mr. Swanwick ſaid conſiderable embarraſſtnent aroſe from 
the manner in which this ſubject had been introduced, 
They had directed the committee of ways and means to re- 
port ſuch articles of impoſt as would bear an additional du- 
1 hey had made a Feport'of three, viz. brown ſugar, bo- 
hea tea, and unſtained cotton goods. Beſides thefe gentle- 
men had introduced a long ſtring of other articles. The con- 
ſequence, he ſaid, had been, that the gentleman juſt fat 
down had .not- confined himſelf to any one article, but had 
extended his view to the whole, and bad afterwards taken 
in his propoſition for à tax on windows and ſtamps, and fi- 
niſhed with a ſort of preference for direct taxes. 

Mr. S. faid, he thought he faw an unwillingneſs in the com- 
mittee that ſo wide a field ſhould be taken; he ſhould there- 
fore, confine his obſervations to the firſt reſolution before 
them, viz. brown ſugar, any advance of the duty upon which, 
he ſhould certainly oppoſe, for the following reaſons's' +/+ 

In the firſt place, ke conſidered all taxes upon articles of 
conſumption, as operating nnequally ; for, in 1pite of all that 
had been ſaid about the duties falling upon the confumer, 
they fell very unequally upon different claſſes; fince a poor 
man, in many inſtances, paid as much as a rich man; where- 
as, it was his opinion, that all taxes ſhould fall upon men ac- 
cording to their ability to pay them according to their real 
poſſeſſions; but, he ſaid, in this caſe, à neren man pays 
too little, and a liberal man too much. But, Mr. S. ſaid 
there was another objection to the propoſed additional duty 
on brown ſugar; it was a neceſſary of life very generally 
uled by the poor, the duty would, therefore, fall chiefly up- 
on a claſs of the community leaſt able to bear it. Tea, 
ſweetened with brown ſugar, he believed, was, as general and 
as economical a breakfaſt as could be taken by the poor in large 
cities, fince milk could only be had at a high price, whilſt the 
farmer could do very well with a much ſmaller portion f 
ſugar. Would it, then, be fair, or conſonant with the prin- 
ciples of a republican government, he aſked, thus to burden 
the poor of the community? He thought not. l 

But, it might be ſaid, the poor man might add this addi- 
tional duty paid on fugar to his labour; but this would be 
increaſing an evil already too great, and from which eaufe 
the manufactures and agriculture of this country, at preſent, 
languiſhed, and which would effectually deſtroy all the for- 
mer, if farther encreaſed. 1 | Py 
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Nor was it by any means certain, Mr. S. faid, that 
encreaſe of duty would produce an encreaſe of oy 
Much leſs, he ad, from the difficulties which were thrown 
in the way of our commerce, was at preſent imported, than 
heretofore ; therefore, it would not follow, that becauſe this 
article now produced 300,000 dollars, that by laying 50. per 


cent. upon it, it would produce halt as much more; for, as 
Dean Swift hed, juſtly ſaid, two and two does not always 
make four in cuſtom-houſe calculations. If it wele ſo, no- 
thing would, be more eaſy than for à Fi inancier to calculate 


the certainty of revenue. The mines of Potoſi „ nor any 
other, would be equal to ſuch means of raiſing money; but 
he believe d the duties on impoſts had gone as os as they 
could reaſonably be carried. 


He was not convinced that an additional duty upon brown 


ſugar, would not do an eſſential injury, to the many 


of refined. ſugar, They had ſeen, by a report which had | 


been made the other day on the petition of a manufacturer 
of, chocolate, that the article of cocoa produced more, duty 
when it only paid two cents than now it paid four, The 
reaſon was obvious, when at two cents, the manufacture E 
chocolate was conſiderable, but ſince it was four, that m 
facture had been conſiderably injured. And how, he alk 
would an additional duty on brown ſugar operate in this rg 
ſpect? Would. it not cauſe a greater export of the raw ſugar, 
and conſequently a greater drawback to be paid, and diſcous 
rage the manufacture of fine ſugar 7 It certainly would haye 
that effect. Whoever would look into the laſt report on this 
ſubject, would find that thirty-four millions Ibs. weight of 
raw-ſugar had been exported in the courſe of one year. An 
additional duty would have a tendency alſo to diminiſh, the 
conſumption by making the iar poor ſubſtzjtute oops 
laſſes in its ſtead. 

As he had before ſtated, bs ſhould canbne his ch 
tions at preſent on brown ſugar : but when the other arti- 
cles came under conſideration, he ſhould have ſome remarks 
to offer upon them.. 

Mr. Gallatin conceived the whale f ubject of indirect taxes 
to be before them, though the firſt reſolution reſpeſting 
brown ſugar, might be firſt in order. 

Mr. G. ſaid, = did not mean to follow the. entleman. 
from South-Carolina through the whole of his obſervations, 
with reſpect to the preſent or paſt produce of the duty upon 
this or that article, and infer from thence what an additional 


ſum laid upon it "wink produce. That gentleman had 
twice already given them, in ſubhſtance the ſame account z it 
was unnecbifiry; therefore, 'to 'go over that ground again'; 
ret, as he had given them a caution, which he ought himſelt 
Tather to have obſerved, he would make an © ervation or 
two upon his ſtatement. En 

Mr. G. here tbok notice of what be een dee er- 
rors; at the ſame time that he acknowledged the gentleman 
deſerved credit for the efforts he had made to become ac- 
quainted with the ſubject z that it was an extremely difficult 
one to come at accurateneſs upon, and that the only conclu- 
ſion he could draw was, that there were ſome articles, che 
duty upon which might be increaſed, dut to he amount 
could not be ſaid. 

Mr. G. faid, he would fully agree with che en 
that two of the articles which he n enumerated, might 
produce additional revenue from an increaſe of duty, viz: ſalt 
and ſugar ; but not in the 3 of the duty laid: to af- 
certain the amount, wo require 2 different . 
from any which had been made. 

When he roſe, he ſaid, he meant only to ür 2 four 6b. 
ſervations, and to follpw t them with 'a motion for the com- 
mittee to riſe, with a view of having it diſcharged from a 
further 1 of the ſubject. He meant to ſhew that 
it was not neceſſary to incteaſe the reventie by means of in- 
direct taxes, at the ſame time, he would ſay, that he had no 
expcClation that the bill for laying a direct tax would paſs 
this year. And he would go farther; and fay that he would 
not vote at all for the preſent bill as it now ſtoddt.. 

He ſaid he would ſhew that it was not neceſſary to raiſe 
any additional revenue for the preſent year. He had always 
ſaid that the increaſe was wanted for 1801. The-realon 
which ſeemed to induce the gentleinan from South-Carolina 
to be in favour” of direct taxes, was, that if revenue Was now 
raiſed, there would be wanted a farther advance in the year 
1804. The truth was, that the revenue now wanted was - 
for that year. If the fact were denied, he could call us 
any gentleman to prove that the revenue of the preſent 
vill not be ſyfficient to meet the expenditure. They had 
received no eſtimate to this effect; nor had any hint been 
given from the treaſury of this kind. * 

Mr. G. ſaid he would mention the datas upon which be 
grounded his opinien. If he ſhould be miftaken in any 
particular, he hoped he ſhould be put right. 
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He found that arab Oats preſent year, we had to Pay an 
annuity on the foreign Dutch debt, which with the intereſt 
would amount, he believed, though he could not ſtate pre- 
ciſely as he had not papers before him, to about thret 
millions nine hundred thoufand dollars. Now, ſaid he, we 
have to add to this, the current expences of the year, the to- 
tal amount of which would-be found, by.the eſtimate, to be 
25,130, 85 2, to which, muſt be placed the 40,000 dollars an- 
nually appropriated for foreign intercourſe not included in 
this eſtimate... Theſe three items made about 6,100,004 dol- 
lars. Deduct from this ſum a ſaving in the naval and mill 
tary eſtabliſhments of at leaſt 200,000; but, having- yeſter- 
day received an eſtimate in the deficiency of contingent 
expences of 200, ooo dollars, he ſuppofed, that one of theſe 
items would balance the other. If there were added to this 
ſum 300,000. dollars, as an extraordinary ſum for defraying 
the expence of intercourſe with forcign nations, this would 
make à total of expence of about 6,400,000 dollars, In this 
eſtimates it was true, that no proviſion was made fer paying 
any inſtalment of debt. It went upon the ſuppoſition that 
the money now due would continue to be due. The debts 
owing were the foreign debt due to Holland, and the debt due 
to the banks; for the payment of theTaft of which they had 
Jaſt year provided, by empowering the commiſſioners of the 
inking fund to borrom money at 6 per cent. and to fell our 
ſhares in Bank Stock. The Bank Stock had not been wholly 
ſold, and therefore if it were neceflary to make any additi- 
onal payment to the bank, it might be made from that {purce; 
for, however great the wants of the bank might have been, 
they had not thought proper to have more of the bank ſhares 

ſold, than ta the amount of 1, 200, ooo dollars. 
There was no other proviſions to be made but for the pay- 
ment for the inſtalments of the foreign debt, as they became 
due; and until the year 1801, theſe were from 160,000 to 
400, ooo dollars a year. - Suppoling it to be the latter ſum 
for this year, this would make the whole,expence 6,800,000 

dollars. Wks 5. 3 a | TV. $5: a3 S654. 
Wich reſpect to the revenue, whatever doubts might be 
entertained as to future impoſts, there could be none as to 
what would become due this year, as theſe aroſe from the 
year 1796. The amount of revenue for 1796 commencing 
| with October 1795, to the ſame month in 1796, was upwars 

of 6,800,000 dollars, viz. e. r 0 95 5 
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rea © 


1 
For duties on impoſts and tonnage, 6,13 5,000 
Internal revenue 43569, ooo 


Poſtage, - = 58,000 
Intereſt on Bank Stock, [deducting 
I 50,000 


10,000 dollars on account of what 


had been fold] 


C 6,802,000 
This, Mr. G. ſaid, was the amount of the revenue for the 


li- year 1796, and receivable in 1797, from which it appeared 
1 that the revenue of 1797 would be at leaſt equal to the ex- 
nt pences of that year. The only queſtion was, would the re- 
ſe venue of 1797 be equal to that of 1796, They all knew 
Is there had been a great-increaſe of importations. Beſides, 
ng he ſaid, ſome parts of the internal revenues would be more 
ld productive than heretofore, from regulations which had ta- 
us ken place in them. He mentioned wine licenſes, auctions 
ng and carriages.” More than 150, ooo dollars additional would 
lat be received from thefe ſources; ſo that if the impoſts fell 
Mts thort ſo much, the revenue would remain the ſame as at pre- 
ſent. one : 
7 If this ſtatement were true, this concluſion aroſe, viz. that 
be no additional revenue was wanted for the preſent expences 
ur of government this ſeſſion. Whatever additional revenue 
ur was wanted, was wanted with a view to the demands of 
iti. 1801, and the payment of the public debt. If then, there 
ez was no immediate neceſſity for additional revenue, he thought 
N, it would be beſt not to do any thing more this ſeflion than, 
es to endeavour to mature a permanent plan to be carried into 


- eftect at the next, and, therefore, that it would not be de- 
a- ſirable to increaſe the duty upon any article of impoſt that 


me any gentleman might, from, perhaps, whim or caprice, ſug- 
to geſt, tince this would afford no effectual ſource. For, ſaid 
um he, though we have ſufficient evidence before us, that the 
00 revenue of 1797 will be equal to the expenditure, we have 


not ſufitcient information to convince us that any additional 

be duty laid upon the articles propoſed, will produce additional 

to revenue. And indeed, there was not time, during the preſent 

the ſellion, to determine upon any tax (if there ſhould be a difpo- 

ng iition to do it) ſuch as had been propofed, on windows or 
xs I) | £3 

| I, he faid, thece was an immediate want of money, and 

government muſt itop if it was not, procured, as a direct tax 

could not be laid this {Hon fo as to produce immediate re- 
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tenue, he would have conſented to an increaſe of duty on 


ſome articles of impoſt; but this was not the caſe. 


For theſe reaſons, and in order to give time to prepare the 


bill for laying a direct tax at the next ſeſſion, when the ſub- 
jects of direct and indirect taxes could be fully diſcuſled, and 
that adopted which' appeared beſt calculated to anſwer the 
wiſhed for end, that they might now go on and amend the 
bill for laying a direct tax, without paſſing it, he would move 
that the committee riſe, in order to be diſcharged from a 
further conſideration of the ſubject,” _ . 

Mr. Buck, ſaid, it appeared now to be diſcovered that we 
had no 6ccafion for additiobal revenue. It was unaccounta- 
ble to him that tlſis diſcovery was not made ſooner. It would 
de recollected, that laſt ſeſſion the gentleman from Pennſyl- 
vaniz, Mr. Gallatin, undertook to Bite that there had been 
an augmentation of the debt to the amount of two millions, 


and uniformly preſſed the neceſſity of going into a direct tax; 


from an apprehenſion that no dependence could be placed on 
indirect ſources; but now, upon a ſudden, it was diſcover 
that no-aupmnieritation of revenue was wanted. He co 
not reconcile this conduct; nor was he convinced that no 
augmentation of revenue was neceſſary. On the contrary, he 


believed it would be neceſſary to augment: indirect taxes as 


far as they would bear, and when that was done, that reſort 
ſhould be had to a direct ta. | H 
It had been referred to the ſecretaty of the treafury, Mr. 
Buck faid, to report upon what articles of indirect taxation 
an additional impoſt could bę laid, and he had reported his 
opinion upon the ſubjeck. That report had been referred to 
the committee of ways and means, and they had reported 
upon it, recommending three different articles upon which 
an additional revenue might be raifed ; but, when they were 
about to go into a diſcuſſion of the ſubject, they were told there 
was no neceſſity for additional revenue. This, he ſaid, was 
very extraordinary. He hoped, however, the committee 
would not rife, but proceed with the buſinefs.  _ . 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, if the gentleman juſt fat down would 
advert to what had fallen from him on former occafions, it 
would be found that it was no new diſcovery that the reve- 
nue of the preſent year world be equal to its. expenditure- 
The gentleman himſelf was on the committee of ways and 
means laſt year, and muſt have: known his | ſentiments 
on that ſubject. (Mr. G. read an extract from the report of 
that committee, on the ſubject of farther revenue, which con- 
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firmed his opinion that the preſent revenue would prove 
ſufficient till the year 1801.) ' Mr. G. ſaid, it was upon that 
report that a direct tax originated, and he had never, 8 
che time that he firſt was upon the committee of ways an 
means, held any other opinion than that the preſent reve- 
nue would be equal to this preſent expence. 

As to wat he had ſaid with reſpect to the increaſe of the 


public debt, that had nothing t to dò with the ſubject; becauſe 


the revenue of 1792, 1793 and 1794, was not equal to the 
expenditure of thoſe years, this could not have any effect up- 
on the preſent time. 

Mr. Williams believed the revenue might be ſufficient. to 
meet the expenditure z dut he afked whether it would be 
provident | to have only juſt enough, eſpecially when there 
was an apprehenſion that our commerce might meet with 
conſiderable obſtruction. Although he was for reducing the 
military eſtabliſhment, which meaſure had been defeated by 
a majority of that houſe, he did not wiſh to prevent the col- 
ection bf ſufficieney of revenue. Whatever was more than 
the expenditure, \ would be well applied in diſchargin a part 
of our debt. An additional ſum might be very alf raiſed 
from ſugar, and from ſeveral other articles, * — much 
trouble, and the next 12 there 85 be more time for 
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Mr. — hoped hs committee ,wopld-. not ſe 
The gentleman from” Pennſylvania had giyen two reaſons 
for the riſing of the committee; one —— e no revenue was 
at preſent wanted, and that therefore it was nqt neceſfiry to 
go into the ſubject this ſeſſion. His other reaſon vas that 
they had not information ſufficient upon which to ground 
any calculation with reſpect to the produQtiveneſs of any tax 
which might be propoted. With reſpect to the preſent re- 


venue being ſufficient, he had much doubt, as the loſs from 


ſpoliations committed by foreigners upon our- commerce 
would doubtleſs he great, and conſequently reduce our, re- 
fources. It was on this account, that the propoſitions for 
augmenting the revenue had been brought forward. Every 
gentleman who had ſpoken on the fubject, had touched upon 
the neceflity of meeting the defalcation, and it appeared to 
him that the eatleſt' way of doing this would be my means 
of an addition of duty to ſome of the articles of import. 


FRE time had Deen ſpent upon the libject, and he 


| 
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hoped they ſhould, go through with it. < contrary nia 
he thought, would appear inconſiſtent. -  - 

With reſpect to documents upon which to found an ad. 
ditional impoſt, he believed they had the beſt that could be 
got, though that gentleman had ſaid, particular items had 
not been brought forward, according to the whim or, caprice 
of members: they had the ſtatement'of the ſecretary of the 
treaſury giving an account of the amount of duty produced 
by every taxable article ſince the commencement of the pre. 
ſent government. This document not only preſented a view 
of the amount produced by each ſeparate article, but the com- 
parative amount of one year with another; from which 2 
judgment might be formed, whether the duty had checked 
the importations, or the contrary. This being the caſe, and 
having got the buſineſs matured, be hoped they ſhould fully 
conſider the ſubject, and not abandon it without examina- 
tion. 

Mr. 8. Smith ſaid; he ſhould be excuſed from the 3 
of the gentleman from Vermont, becauſe he had before ſtated 
the revenue of the United States to be equal to the .cxpendis. 
ture. He had examined the eſtimate which had bcen laid 
before that houſe by the Secretary of the Treaſury, and found 
that, until the year 1801, the revenue would be ſufficient, 
He was, however, for going into the ſyſtem of direct taxation, 
to ſee whether the plan could be carried into execution; ii 
it-could it would be a deſirable thing. He ſhould, there- 


fore, be for the committee's riſing; becauſe, if they did not 
go ſoon into the ſubject, there would not be time for them 


and the Senate to diſcuſs the ſubject of direct taxes. He 
formed his opinion from different documents from thoſe 
which the gentleman from Pennſylvania had had recourſe to; 
he had had recourſe to the report of the Secretary of the 
Treaſury, on the ſubject of direct taxes, but he believed, in 
effect, R would amount to much the ſame Ms: 7 


DEBT 


From 1796 to 1801 ichen, che payment required as well 
for intereſt as the . n to be diſcharged, 


will be, If £5 497299398 
Annual expenditures, on the nt of: ORs: e 2 
ber 1795.to.1796, © —I—;:0 2, ooo, ooo 


C. 6,729,398 
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5 From 180 1 to Et nckiire,thafhne payments- . 
required, will bee | .. & Sep hege 
. Annual expenditures, 225,000, ooo 
d MOLE £ - 14877994 
ec en 
d From - 1810 to 1676 for ey po _ pay- * 
- ments will require, NN 4. 4,619,668 ; 
* Annual expenditures, q - - : 's $4: Up a 2,900,000 
I 5 77 ; | ng — en 
2 05 1. un nne 4. 6,619,668 
d ney 
5 RECEIPTS. 
. 
, From the ſt of October 1708s till che zoth of 1 —.— 
e 1796, were ran 
d On duties of impoſts and r 1 þ 177 boſe 6, 1385196 
2 Internal revenue, Tt gie: 2 35 4 bY 499,579 
d Poſtage, | FA IS | 517 5 210 1 > $8,909 
Y Dividend en br oc, | oli lu . 1600,60 
5 by 1460134 «x 2 | * eg 
1 increft on Rock & purchaſe and redeemed, 235,636 
t 4. pare gr 
n — n 
e j * i — 1 
c From this Denis: it wil: cope that it the revenue of 
3 MW 1796 can be relied on, that it will be found equal to all ex- 
0 penditures until the year 1800. From that period, we ſhalt” 
d rvquire an additional revenue of g. 964,774; ſay one milli- 


on, until the year 1 80 incluſive. At which time the Dutch 
debt being paid off, the demand leſſens, „ſo as to fall within 
the amount of the preſent revenues of the United States.—It 
| vill be fair to ſuppoſe that the revenues will increaſe ol po” 
E- any ordinary riſe in expence. ' 
, Mr. Williams ſaid, with reſpect t to the fon faid to . 
bonn the poſtage of letters, if the bill which had paſſed that” 
4 honſe went into a law, he did not think there would be a ſin- 
2 die dollar ſaved from that ſource: ' In their calculations of 
- expenditure, gen entlemen had not taken in any eſtimate for for- 
hi 


aheations, ey had had a report on that OY and he 
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believed it would be neceſſary that ſome money ſhould bees. 
pended in that way. He thought there were other Exper: 


ces not included in the eſtimate made. 


Mr. Dayton, (the Speaker) faid, that if. the motive tae the 
committee tg riſe and be diſcharg &4 from the further confi. 
deration of the plans for a the ſyſtem of indirect tax. 
ation, was the reſult of a conviction that it would be unne. 
ceſſary to enereaſe the revenue at this time; he ſhould cheer. 
5 . it his aſſent. Thinking / however that the object of 

caarging the committee was — ſmoath and better 
the way for a land tax, he ſhould be decidedly oppoſed to lt 
He had expreſſed a belief that by laying additional duties up- 
an four or five articles of 1 importation, which were too bulky 
to be ſmuggled, and eaſy, certain and cheap in their collech. 
on, the revenues from that ſource would be ſo far 2 


and — as to render the income rene In tothe e 


It was confiſtent and in thoſe — 
however, ko had competed themaj — tavor of theabſtard 
propoſition for directtaxes, to advocate this motion for abandon 


| ing the attempt to improve the impoſt duties, which ſtoodmuch 


in the way of their favorite ſyſtem. - Their arguments inf 
vour of that ſyſtem would be ſtren in the ptopotidi 
that they could encreaſe the neceſſities of the government, 
and check the inveſtigation and adoption of other new ſource 
of revenue. The majority had it yndoubredly in theifpowe] 
to forbid by their vote the diſcuſſion and conſideration of any 
plan which tended to counteract theirs.— If they did ſo, 204 
they afterwards forced upon the minority the diſcuſſion of 
their own, he for one, Mr. Dayton ſaid, ſhould think himſell 
warxanted to decline efitering into its merits, and ta oppbſe 
the bill upon a more general principle of it's being unneceſſa 
and unadviſeable ſo toon tg Nein to a had tax under 1 
dification whatever. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, when be was _ before, he had dedks 
ed, that he did not wiſh the ſyſtem for laying a Direct I 
to be carried this year. He did not now, therefore, whit 
the gentleman meant, hy faying it was a politic meaſure toige 
rid of the buſineſs, in order to ſmooth the way for à direſ 
tax. If this had not been his view, he would not have made 
the declaration he had made it, becauſe he conſidered himſel 
as bound by it. He wiſhed to- have the bill amended, an 


go out to the people as a propoſition; but farther he did: ud 
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andid. Croft Monks foont eee 
: Mr. Nicholas faid the warmeſt friends, of a direct tax did 
not expect it would be in the power of the houſe to modify 


” 


the bill ſo as to paſs it this ſeſſion- He was not himſeif 
willing to vote for the bill as reported ; but he doubtednot 
it might be ſo amended, as that he ſhould be induced to vote 
for it z becauſe he. was convinced the neceffary revenue could 
not be raiſed from the articles propoſed. The three articles 
which the Secretary of the T reatury had reported as moſt 
likely to produce additional revenue; might produce a ſmall 
ſum ; but could not be reckoned as. a ſubſtitute for a direct 
tax, and there was, therefore no alternative by which to 
fupply the wants 9 ar ee 
With reſpect to the arguments uſed in favour of indirect 
taxes, viz. that they were 2 bur he 
thought they were againſt their adoption. The great argu- 
cent of the. gentleman from S. Carolina for an increaſe of 
duties upon certain articles, was, becauſe their conſumption 
had increaſed; It was range that any gentleman ſhould lay 
ſtreſs upon this, fince within theſe feu years, the price of 


were compared with the increaſed price of labour, it would 
not be found to have kept pace with it. 

Another object had been mentioned for producing revenue, 
viz. a Widow tax. It was the greateſt abſurdity, he faid, to 
think of making an article of caprice, a mean of furniſhing 
revenue. From what circumſtance had a man a houſe of this 
or that ſize, but from his taſte or caprice. Such a tax would 
fall very unequally. For inſtance, if one man had two thouſ- 
and acres of land, and another had. 1000 acres of land, and 
the value of another thouſand in money, though their for- 
tunes were equal, they would not equally contribute to this 


tax. The man who had a; money would immediately build 
e 


aimſelf a commodious houſe, but he whoſe property was 
wholly in land, might ſpend half his life before he got a com- 
fortable houſe erected. This object was therefore a. matter 
of more whim. and accident, and a very. improper one of 


taxation, 


An objection to indirect taxes altogether, was,” that the | 


expence of collection greatly counterbalanced the facility with 
which they were raiſed ; for, before the money came into the 
treaſury, there were three collections and two inſurances paid 
for, which would not amount to leſs than 50 per cent; as, 


alc declaration, the remark of the gentleman laſt up was un- 


hbour had nearly doubled, and if the increaſe of conſumption 
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( $20 |) 
there was not only the immediate collector of theſe duties 9 
pay, but alſo two merchants, and they muſt all be indemm. 
fied for the riſk they run of loſing the revenue, which would 
not be done, without an adequate charge. It would, ther. 
fore, 'becorhe a matter well worth confideration, whether, 
becauſe this money could be drawn with facility from the 
people, it would warrant ſo much more being drawn fron 
them than would be neceflary, if the expence of collecio 
were moderate. He believed it would not; and that the 
people had underſtanding ſufficient to know that it was bef 
to ſupport government in the leaſt expenſive way, fince i 
money for its ſupport came from them, and that 50 per cem 
was too much to be paid for the accommodation of having 
their money inſenſibly drawn from them. 

With reſpect to our revenue being fufficient to meet om 


| preſent expences, he believed gentlemen were correct in ther 


ſtatements; but if a tax muſt be laid, he ſhonld be in favor 
of a direct tax, as the faireſt and cheapeſt way of colleCting 
money for the expences of government. 
Mr. Kitchell ſajd, he had attended to the ſtatements which 
had been given to them by the gentlemen from Pennfylrani 
and Maryland (Mr. Gallatin and Mr. S. Smith.) It was thet 
opinion our preſent reſources would be ſufficient till the yen 
1801, and therefore, that it was not neceſſary to go into: 
conſideration with reſpect to additional revenue till next yer. 
But, Mr. K. believed, if they conſidered the probable det- 
ciency which was likely to take place in the impoſts of thi 
year, they could not reckon with any certainty upon the re- 
venues to be derived therefrom in the year 1798. He ws 
ready to acknowledge the revenues of 1796 would pay. the 
expences of this year, but he doubted much whether thoſe 0 
this year would be equal to the expences of next. He thought 
it, therefore, neceſſary to provide additional revenue at thi 
time, or the deficiency might overtake them, before they 
were prepared to meet it. | | / 
But gentlemen faid at the next ſeſſion of Congreſs they 
would bring forward a ſyſtem for collecting a dirett tax. Mr. 
K. ſaid he was oppoſed to this mode of raifing money, if it 
could be avoided ; and, as long as other means of raiſing re- 


venue were paſſed over, he could not agree to go into this 


equally, both upon ſtates and individuals; fqr, as the tax 
c laſt cenſus, 
and ſince that time many ſtares had greatly increaſed, whiltt 


meaſure; for, he conceived that a direct tax e fall un- 
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1 
hors had remained ntarly ſtationary, it would be unequal 
u that reſpectʒ and, when they went into the hill, it would 
be found, it could not be ſo laid, as to fall in any degree e- 
c::ally upon different claſſes of citizens; for, though the com- 
'\'fioners to be appointed were to be veſted with - legiſlative 
and judicial powers, it could not be made to bear fo equally 
s an indirect tax. It had been ſaid that the collection of an 
direct tax was expenſive; He admitted it; but what ſhould 
they get in this reſpect by adopting a direct tax. Another 
horde of officers muſt be appointed, and as great an expence 
would attend the raifing of 1,200,000 dollars from this 
ſource, as was paid for 6 or 7 millions from indirect means. 
He could never, therefore, conſent to abandon indirect taxes, 
for the purpoſe of adopting a direct tax: he ſhould of courſe, 
be againſt the committee's: rifing, in order that the propo- 
tions. for raifing additional revenue from etiſſing taxes, 
might be conſidered: | GEL 11 5: 1 245 $4 
Mr. W. Smith had no objection to the cbinmittee's riſing, 
as the hour of adjournment was at hand; but he hoped 5 
would be permitted to ſit again, becauſe he thought it was 
right to give gentlemen who: were oppoſed to direct taxes, an 
opportunity of bringing forward every object of an indirect 
kind upon which they thought an aditional duty ought to be 
laid, that if hereafter it ſhould be neceſſary to lay a direct 
tax, they might vindicate thamſelves by ſaying they had done 
yl in their power to raiſe the — tevenue, without 
effect, by means of indirect tages. 
Mr. S. ſaid there was conſiderabte enibarraſſment iti this 
buſineſs. Gentlemen in favour of indirect taxes, from the 
preſent high duties and the embarraſſments upon ebmm̃erce, 
could have no-certainty of any addition which might be made 
to the preſent duties, being productive 3 and gentlemen who 
thought with him, that however ſucceſsful * our commerce 
might be, a ſufficiency of revenue to meet our warits could 
not be drawn from indirect ſources, were unwilling to in- 
creaſe the duty upon the two or three articles reported as 
moſt likely to produce additional revenue, thinking the duty 
already ſufficiently hig. u n 
There was another ſource. of revenue which had been pro- 
poſed, which would be free from the embarrafimert to 
which a duty on impoſts was liable, viz. that of ſtamps: This 
ſpecies of tax was equally freed from the objections brougfit 
02ſt dirett and indirect taxes, and had therefore the ad- 
vantage of neither beirig elaſſed with the one or the other. 
Vol. II. 3U 
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It would be ſeen whether ſuch a kind of tax on ftamy; 
could be deviſed as would prove acceptable to that houſe. 
In the courſe of this diſcuſſion, gentlemen had doubtel 
_ whether any revenue at all was at preſent neceſſary. Hz 
{aid he had paid a good deal of attention to this ſubject, but 
he differed from thoſe (gentlemen in opinion. There were 
but few things upon which'to ground a certain deciſion; ; 
great deal, he ſaid, muſt depend upon conjecture. 
had not yet paſſed the appropriations for the civil liſt, mil. 
tary or nayal eſtabliſhments ; therefore, no deductions could 
with certainty be made from theſe items. So with reſpedt 
to our revenue; the uncertainty of what the amount of this 
might be, not only from the ſpoliations which were commit 
ted upon our commerce by foreign powers, but from the 
preſent embarraſſments of our merchants, was great. There 
was no fact from which to draw a conclufion. Gentlemen 
made their own inferences ; but from the beſt information 
he could get, he believed the revenue would fall ſhort di 
what it had been calculated. The gentleman from Pennfſ. 
vania (Mr. Gallatin) had ſtated the amount of the intereſt, 
and of our foreign debt, to be 3,900,000 dollars. He had 
eſtimated another object (foreign intercourſe) at 300,000, 
Theſe might be nearly right; but the ſame gentleman hal 
valculated upon a reduction of the military eſtabliſhment of 
250, ooo dollars. Now he had enquired from the ſecretary 
ef war, what ſaving could be made under this head, and be 
did not conſider that there would be any ſaving at all from 
laſt year. He ſaid they had laſt year dedutted from the 
eſtimate about 100,000 dollars, but they now found the 
had to make up-a deficiency ; and probably if any deduction 
was now made, they ſhould have to make it good next yea. 
This deduction was, therefore, founded upon conjecture 
Ide ſame gentleman had eſtimated the inſtalment of the 
foreign debt due to Holland at about 400,000 dollars. Thi 
might be the ſum we-ſhall have to pay this year; but the - 
cretary of the treaſury had eſtimated what was neceſſary to 
be paid in each year, in order to diſcharge the whole till th: 
year 1801, and he made it 1, 200, ooo; and if only 400,000 
were paid this year, the deficiency would have to be made 


- 


up another. 


- » 


Mr. Smith ſaid, he underſtood it was alſo the with of the 
houſe to make proviſion for the payment of a part of the 
public debt as ſoon as poſſible, becauſe it was a continual 
embarraſſment; he therefore hoped ſome effectual means d 
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revenue would be adopted for diſcharging the debt; but if 
only 160,000 or 400,000 dollars of foreign inſtalment was 
calculated for this. year, it would fall the heavier in future. 


80 with . to the bank, the debt due amounted to fix _ 
ne 


millions. gentleman had ſaid proviſion had been made 
or the payment of this; but he aſked in what way, They 
tad 2 the commiſſioners of the ſinking fund to ſ 

their ſhares of bauk ſtock, and to create a ſix per cent. ſtock 
which was to be ſold upon certain conditions. With reſpect 
to the bank ſtock, to the amount only of 1,200,000 dollars 
had been ſold, and that at an advance of 25 per cent. at 60 
ays credit withdut intereſt, which had ſince lo or 11 
per cent. ſo that if they were obliged to ſell more of it, it 
«ould be at a great loſs. With reſpect to the fix per cent. 
cock, if they were obliged to ſell it, the loſs would be enor- 
mous. He therefore thought they ſhould not determine on 
this mode of diſcharging the debt, but raiſe taxes to pay it. 
He ſaid it was true, that the amounts of i | go 


year ending Oct. 1796, was upwards of fix millions; but it 2 


would alſo be acknowledged that this was an extraordinary 
year, and that '(as it had been urged on a different ſubject) 
1795 would be a more juſt calcylation for the future than 
1796. With reſpect to the internal revenues, they were 
uncertain z he did net ſuppoſe there would be any conſide- 
rable increaſe upon laſt year; and he doubted whether there 
would be any ſurplus from the poſt-office, if the law now 
before the ſenate paſſed. Therefore, allowing the gentle- 
man's ſtatement to be nearly accurate, additional revenue 
would. be neceſſary, and it would not be right for the houſe 
to adjourn without furniſhing it. He therefore wiſhed the 
committee might riſe, and have leaye to fit again. 


Mr. Dayton ſaid, that the member from Pennſylvania 
ſeemed to claim an apology for an expreſſion that he had 
uttered when laſt upon, the floor, but he owed him none. 


He had ſaid that a majority had been found d vote for a di- 
rect tax, and that it was very conſiſtent and politic in them 
to diſcharge the committee of the whole from the conſidera- 
tion of indirect taxes, and thereby remove the principal ob- 
ſtacle to their views. That gentleman ſeemed diſpleaſed that 
his declaration had not been believed to be, not merely his 
own ſenſe and. intention, but that of the majority alfo. 
With what propriety, Mr. Dayton aſked, could he put him- 
ſelf in their place, under what authority could he thus an- 
wer for them? Admitting that the gentlernan had given aſ- 
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ſurances that he would not call for paſſing the land-iax bil 
in the ſeſſion, ard that he would adhere to his promiſe, 
might not other members call for and carry it through with. 
out him, and might it not be probable that they would carty 
the preſent motion with that deſign? Beſides, Mr. Dayton 
ſaid, he was not fatisfied with any aſſurances confined to that 
ſeſſion alone, and ſhouid not thereby be allured to abandon 
the plan which he thought far better. He wiſhed to adopt 
ſuch meaſures as would put a land tax at a greater diſtance 
than this year, the next year, or the year following, or until 
a war left them no other choice, This he was perſitaded 
could only be done by an immediate addition to the duties on 
four or five articles of importation which would wells bent 
it, and produce about 6 or ' 700,000 dollars arinivally?”” It 
might commence as early as June or July, and the impreſ- 
ſion which it would make upon the debt in three years, would 
be ſuch as to liberate a portion of revenue ſufficient to fave 
the increaſed demands of 1801, without impoſing any ner 
tax whatever. 
The committee, on repeated calls, roſe; and the houſe 
after granting leave to fit again, Adjourned.” | 


Friday February 17th. dt 
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Mr. -Elopton preſented a petition of Thomias dere 
praying the amount of ſundry lottery tickets drawn _ 
in the United States lottery, during the war. Alſo a 
tion of Samuel Abbot and others for pay r during th 


| War. 
| Referred to the committee of claims. 2 
1 A meſſage was received from the ſenate, ;nfoceaiing the 
houſe that they inſiſt upon their amendment to the reſolu- 
tion reſpecting a call upon the debtor ſtates for tlie balances 
| due to the United States, and defire a conference, for 
1 which they have appointed Mr. Roſs and Mr. Stockton. 
4 Whereupon Meſſrs. Gallatin, Coit and Baldwin were up 
| pointed 'on the part of this houſe, 
| An eſtimate was received and read from the Treafi ury 
| Department of the emoluments received by the collectors 
of the different ports of the United States. 
1 Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee of claims, re- 
l ported a bill for placing certain perſons on the Penſſon liſt, 
| which was twice read, and committed to a committee of the 
| w hole. 1 he houſe went into committee upon it, but, in 
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order to gain information on*the caſe of a'man- claiming to 
be placed on the penſion liſt,” and not inſerted, the' commnt- 
tee roſe and had leave to fir again; oO NG 
On motion of Mr. Gallatin, the' houſe went into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the bill, allowing a drawback on 
ſpirits exported by veſſels of leſs than 30 tons burthen by 
way of the Miſſiſſippi ;/ it roſe and reported the bill without 
zmendment. The houſe took it up, when Mr. Cbit moved 
to ſtrike out the word repeal, with a view to inſert the words 
to ſuſpend for one year, the effect of Which would have been 
to ſuſpend the act which prevented the drawback being al- 
lowed inſtead of repealing it. Mr. W. Smith moved to 
have it re-committed to the committee of ' commerce and 
manufactures, which being negatived 40 to 35, the amend- 
ment was then negatived, and the bill was ordered to be 
engroſſed for a third reading to-morrow. . 
After ſome converſation upon the propriety of taking up 
different fubjects, it was agreed that the houſe ſhould refolve 
itſelf into a committee of the whole on the unfiniſhed bu- 
neſs of yeſterday, vis. that of indirect taxes, which was 
rn go done; Mr. Dent in the chair, and the reſolu- 
tion for laying an additional duty on brown ſugar being un- 
der conſiderationn F Nor „ % 200 
Mr. W. Smith hoped they ſhould agree to this reſolution. 
He thought there was no danger of its being felt much, 
_ be eaſily collected, and would raiſe a conſiderable 
Mr. Nicholas faid beteauſc a tax was imperceptibly ſelt and 
certain in collection, was a bad rule to judge of its propriety. 
if they hid no choice of means, indeed, ſuch a tax might 
de deſirable ; but they ſhould conſider whether tliis additi- 
onal duty might not leſſen the conſumption. " It might be 
ſaid that half a cent would be ſcarcely - felt; and it was 
true that the higher the duty was raiſed, the leſs con- 
ſiderable would any future addition appear, and this would 
introduce 'a principle of laying taxes upon thoſe articles-up- 


on which they could be moſt certainly collected, without 
regard to' propriety or juſtice, And if revenue was again 
wanted next year, he ſhould not be ſurprized to hear it ſaid, 
that another half cent on ſugar would ſcarcely be felt, But 
it was a ſerious conſideration, thus to tax articles of neceſſi- 
ty, which were uſed by perſons who could ill afford to pay 
any additional price for them, in a much greater propor- 
tion than perſons of property. It was an article of neceſ- 
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ſity ; old and infirm and ſick- perſons: would feet it very 
heavy. The tax would thus lie heavy on pcsſons who could 
not afford it; this he thought ſhould bear weight with the 
committee. And he. thought it ſhould not be hazarded, } 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid, the propoſed increaſe, , it was cal- 
culated would raiſe 110,000 dollars, and as the article was 
not liable to be ſmuggled, nor its conſumption to be de- 
ws it would be a certain, and he eee, _ _ 


N. Holland had: no doubt but is, tax would augment 
the revenue * ns he knew alſo that it would fall more 
on the poor than upon the rich, and he thought they uf 
not to yy to _ burdens... He thought there were 
articles which would bear ſome 2 = either brown 

ſages or ſalt, would be much felt. —4 ſtudied that 
which would be burdenſome, jhere * fix, but he 

d this was not the principle. By — an article 
ſo univerſally uſed, a riſe of bout r. too high) drr 
dagen follow. 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid he could 957 repeat his 8 
of yeſterday (which he moſtly did) they had lately been 
called upon he ſaid for advance of ſalaries to many officers: 
inſtead of adyancing he ſaid, my were  leflenivg, chem. by 
taxing articles of neceſſtty. * 

The ſituation of the weſt dige, Had lately- raiſed, 4 

artiele yer much. He thought of «vom equality would be 
| y elt. 


produced by it and much inju 

Mr. Kitchel.belieyed the Ae and oppulent would bear 
their portion of this tax as well as the poor; as it would 
fall upon fine ſugar as well as upon brown. It would there- 
fore 3 paid in proportion to the ſugar uſed, and. e 
fall as — as any other tax which could be laid. 

In this inſtance, Mr. Kitchel ſaid, gentlemen ſeemed ap- 
prehenſive of the poor bearing too. great a part of the bur- 
then; but, if the direct tax on land were to take place, 
would it not, he aſked, fall much heavier upon the poor 
than a tax on ſugar ? He believed it ways Ance the poor 
who held lands would be called upon to pay their. portion of 
of it, whilſt the rich, who held no lands would eſcape. i. 
He, therefore, thought this a far preſerable tax. 

Mr. . Dearborn ſaid, if further revenue was neceſſary, he 
could not conceive any article which would bear an adyance 
of duty better, than the one propoſed. 'The preſent duty, 
he ſaid, was 14 cent a pound, and could it be Oy. that 
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te lay an additional half cent upon it, could make-much 
lifexence to the eonſumer, or that it would ever be felt, or 

at, at the end of a year, it would be difcovered whether 
14 or 2 cents duty had been paid upon a pound of ſugar ? 
He ſhould have no objection, inſtead of half a cent, to lay 
an additional cent upon this article. In various parts of the 
country, brown ſugar was retailed from 12 to 20 cents a 
pound, the price being much inereaſed from the preſent diſ- 
treſſed ſituation of the Weſt Indies. But would find 
ſugar of the ſame quality ſelling in one place for 12 in ano- 
ther for 14 or 16 cents; therefore, whether the duty was 
one or two cents, he did not think it would be felt by any 


body. It was true, that it was an article uſed by the mi 


dling and lower claſſes of the people; but the tax falling 
upon fine as well as brown ſugar, all parts of the community 
would bear an equal ſhare in the burden. —_— 

Mr. Dearborn ſaid, he was not certain whether any ad- 
ditional revenue was at preſent wanted; but, at all events, 
he could ſee tio objection to an additional half centor cent upon 
ſugar; when even this ſmall advance, would raiſe more 
money than the whole of ſome taxes which were very ex- 
penſive in the collection. Whenever peace and tranquility 
took place in the Weſt-Indies, and the trade to that quar- 
ter could be carried on as uſual, the price of ſugar, he ſaid, 
would fall to nearly -the price at which it was formerly 
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Mr. Williams moved to ſtrike out the half cent, and in- 
ſert a cent. It appeared to him that ſuch an advance could 
not materially & the conſumer. The people, it was 
true, might uſe leſs; but, if they did ſo, as it was an ar- 
ticle of luxury, every pound of ſugar which was ſeſd con- 
ſumed, would be of benefit to the country,” by keeping the 
money which it coſt in à foreign market, at home. But 
he did not believe that this would be the caſe; or that the 
propoſed additional duty would increaſe the price of la- 
bour, as had been ſuggeſted. He believed the price © of 
labour would be regulated by the price which the farmer 
was enabled to get for his produce, Whateyer the farmer 
could afford to give his labourer ' (eſpecially in this country 
where agriculture was the true intereſt) would fix the price 
of all other labour. x nn ee 

An additional cent on ſugar, he believed, would pro- 
duce at leaſt 220,000 dollars; and, as he had before ob- 
lerved, if it cauſed ſome perſons to uſe leſs it would be an 
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adyantage to the country., During the: wat, hes ſaid, ja 
the part of the country where he lived, very little ſugar was 
uſed, except what the people zmade themſelves, and they, 
at that time, in ſome degree, got out of the uſe of it. 
Vr. Holland ſaid, perhaps, the conſtituents of the gen. 
tleman laſt up might manufacture their own ſugar, and, 
therefore, would not be affected by this tax ; but the greater 
part of his conſtituents were obliged to uſe and; purchaſe 
their fugarz and, if it were a luxury, it was one be did 
not wiſh to deprive them of, but that they might have it 
upon the ſame terms as uſual. He looked upon it as. 2 
neceſſary of life, already at too high a price, and he ſhould, 
therefore, oppoſe. any advance of duty upon it. 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he was, and his conſtituents were in 
the ſame ſituation with the gentleman from New- Tork 
(Mr. Williams) and / his; conſtituents—they manufactured 
almoſt the whole of their own- ſugar—vexy little imported 
ſugar was; uſed; indeed they ſometimes, exported: ſugar; 
but though this reaſon ſeemed to act pretty powerfully, upon 
the .gentleman from New-York, it would not have the 
ſame effect upon him. Whenever a meaſure operated par- 
tially upon other parts of the Union, though git a 
operate in favour, of his conſtituents, he ſhould feel him 
in duty bound to oppoſe it. On the ground of their being 
repreſentatives of the whole Union, as well as on the ground 
of policy, he did not believe it was right to endeavour. to 
throw a burden upon one part of the Union, becauſe the 
part in which they were molt particularly intereſted, would 
eſcape it. He hoped the amendment would be rejected, 
and after the ſenſe of the committee ſhould have been ta- 
ken upon it, he alſo would move an amendment. At pre- 
Sent, he ſaid, brown ſugar, paid 14 cents a: pound: duty and 
molaſſes 3 cents per gallon, He ſhould, —.— move, 
to have an additional cent laid upon molaſſes, in order that 
the two articles might be increaſed in the ſame. proportion. 
He was againſt any increaſe at preſent ; but if the duty on 
one article was increaſed, the other ought alſo to be in- 
With reſpect to the opinion of the ſecretary of the trea- 
ſury, which had been ſaid to be in favour of this tax, he 
believed it was rather againſt it. [Mr. Gallatin here read 
an extract from the letter of the ſecretary of the treaſury, 
on the ſubject of indirect taxes, which ſeemed to ſay “ that 
this tax would be as eligible. as any other, though there 
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might be danger in increaſing any —_— Mr. Gallatin added 
tat if half a cent advance might in * be eligible; 
; whole cent would be conſiderably tefs fo: He hoped, 
therefore, it would be rejected. 

Mr. Williams obſerved, that he had faid the people in 
the part of the country from whence he came, made their 
own ſugar during the war z if they were to make it now it 
would coſt them more than double the price at which they 
might purchaſe it. Mr. Williams ſaid, - when the gentle- 
man — Pennſylvania (Mr. Gallatin) found the land tax 
was not likely to paſs, he wiſhed to defeat every propoſiti- 
on for an indirect tax: He had attem pted, therefore, to 
defeat an additional tax on ſugar, by pro [ng to add _ 
laſſes to the reſolution: ' He did not think his fair; 
wiſhed every propoſition to ſtand upon its own po ry 
A few days ago, at gentleman had infiſted upon the ne- 
cellity of Jaying/3 direct: tat; but now he came forward 
and ſaid no ene — was wanting. He wiſhed 
not to have a compulli but à tax which perſons 
might pay or not. If r the tax on 
ſugar, they might do — it. * 

Mr. Cooper ſaid he was ag any additional duty on 
alt or fugar, though he and his conſtituents (as well as his 
— and his conſtituents) ſhould bear no part of the 
burden, as they made not only ſufficient for themſelves, 
but for ſale. Indeed, he faid, a duty on falt/ exported out 
of the United States, would produce revenue, as a conſi- 
derable quantity was ſent into Upper- Canada. 

Mr. Williams denied that his conſtituents made any ſalt, 
they had no ſalt but what — — 70 nor did his conſti- 
tuents make ene fourth of ey uſed; nor did he 
believe his colleague (Mr: ber. wi — made one 
half of the ſugar they uſed, as he well knew that a large 
quantity. of ſugar was ſent to that diſtri way of Albanyi 

Mr. Reed hoped the amendment would obtain. Although 
ſuch petſons as lived at a diſtance from market manufactid 
tieir own ſugat, and conſequently would be excufed from 
this duty, yet they laboured under many diſadvantages in 
other reſpects, on account of their remoteneſs from market, 
and therefore he had no objection to their being excuſet . 
rom the operation of this tax; He did not believe this tax 
on ſugar would fall upon poor perſons. Farmers, indeed, 
uſed a little brown ſugar, but they would rather pay a little 
more for this article, than have their land taxed; 
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Mr. Claiborne was againſt the amendment: If an additi. 
onal duty of one cent was laid upon brown ſugar, the differ. 
ent dealers would make it three or four, ſo that it would be 
materially felt. 

The amendment was: put and  negatived, there being oth 
29 votes in favour of it. 

Mr. Gallatin then moved to amend the revolution, by ad- 
ding an additional cent per gallon upon molaſſes. At preſent 
the duty on brown ſugar was. 13 cents per Ib. and on molaſſes 
3 cents per gallor. The advance of 33 per cent. on the 
preſent duty, would: be the _ that had been Ie. a 
laid, upon ſugar. ©: 

Mr. Swanwick ſeconded hes motion. The only way in 
which. the tax on brown fugar could be ſecured, was by ad- 
vancing the duty en molaſſes in the ſame proportiod, other- 


wiſe molaſſes would be uſed in the place of ſugar; and the 


duty would be evaded: But, he ſaid, he would have gen- 
tlemen conſider in what ſituation they placed the revenue, in 
reſpect to drawbacks. The perſon who paid the duty, was 
probably not the ſame whoArew the drawback on export. 


ton; the United States run the tiſk, therefore, of paying 


the draw back, without receiving the duty. Though he, 
thought the tax on ſugar highly objectionable, yet if it wer 
adopted, he thought it right that it ſhould be accompanied 
by a proportionate tax on molaſſes, as ſecurity to the duty 
being paid. One cent a pound on ſugar, it was ſaid, was 
trifle ; but it was well known, that the price of that article 
was at preſent very exhorbitant, from the eee 
had taken place in T Weſt Indies. 

Mr. W. Smith did not think this e was in order 
The firſt propoſition ſhould be agreed to or diſagreed to, be- 
fore any other propoſition was produced. It was improper 


when an additional duty on ſugar was under conſideration, 


to introduce any other article; for they might as well add 
millinery to the propoſition as molaſſes. 

4 he chairman determined the amendment to be i in a 

Mr. Nicholas hoped the amendment would be agreed te. 
His principal objeCtion to a tax on ſugar was, becauſe having 
been ſucceſsful in making one addition, it would be an arge 
ment for making future ones; but if molaſſes was added to 
it, the tax would then fall more equally on the poor of dit 
— parts of the union, aud be a means of * dow! 

e tax. 
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Mr. Buck ſaid, if he thought the advocates of this amend- 
ment would vote for the reſolution when amended, he might 
be be induced to vote for it; but he believed they did not mean 

to do ſo. If an increaſe, of the duty on · brown ſugar would 
nl fall upon the poorer claſs of the people, an additional duty 

! on molafſes would fall much heavier upon them. But he 
thought gentlemen were miſtaken with reſpect to the opera- 
tion of the tax on brown ſugar ; in the country, he ſaid; it 
would not fall upon the poor, though in the cities it why 
do ſo; though in increaſing the duty on brown ſugar, that 
in fine was alſo increaſed. In the country, he ſaid, it was 
the rich who uſed brown fugar, they had not got to that 
pitch of refinement which called for the uſe of fine ſugar , 
they uſed brown ſugar, and the poor uſed none, they ſweet- 
ened with molafſes. Notwithſtanding this, if he thought 

entlemen meant to vote for the reſolution when amended, - 
he would not object to the addition on molaſſes, as he did 
not think ſo ſmall an advance would be materially felt. - 

Mr. Rutherford hoped they ſhould not agree to lay an ad- 
ditional duty on either of theſe neceſſaries of life. He B 
there was ſufficient good ſenſe in the houſe to oppoſe ſuch 
a meaſure. They were uſed by all claſſes, from the infant 
to the ſtouteſt man; particularly by many poor, infirm, aged 
perſons, who looked upon them as nutricious and balmy nou- 
riſhments. He hoped, therefore, they would not increaſe 
the price of theſe articles; for if an additional cent was added, 
the dealers would add 2, 3, or, 4 cents, which would be 
ich WI ore than the poor could afford to pay for them. | 

Chriſtie believed the gentleman from Pennſylvania 
ler, WI oy the introduction of this amendment, to defeat 
be. MI on lugar altogether 3, he ſhould, therefore, vote againſt | 
a eendment; but if the additional tax on ſugar ſhould - 
on, carried, and the additional tax on molaſſes ſhould be in- 
add used alone, he would vote for it, but he would not vote . 

r them together. He did not think the tax on ſugar would 
er. fall upon the poor particularly, as fine ſugar would be taxed 
to. MI <qually with the brown. He thought it was a fair object of 
ing WO ration. He believed they ſhould. want revenue, and he 
did not know an article from which it could be better raiſed. 
fo Mr. Findley was at a loſs to know how a tax on molaſſes 
dif. vould operate; but his doubts had been removed by the 
un gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Buck) who had informed 
mem it was uſed by the poor in place of brown ſugar. In 
many parts of Pennſylvania, he ſaid, molaſſes was ſcarcely 
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known, and brown ſugar was generally uſed by the poor; 


if, therefore, the ſame claſs of perſons in one part of the 


country uſed molaſſes for the fame purpoſe for which brown 
ſugar was uſed in other parts, it was only reaſonable, that 
both ſhould be taxed in the ſame proportion. en 
His colleague (Mr. Gallatin) had mentioned that his con- 
ſtituents would nat pay any of this tax, as they made their 
own ſugar: It was ſo with a part of his conſtituents, but 
not with the whole. As it would be unjuſt to paſs one tar 
without the other, he ſhould be in favour of the amendment, 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, it had been charged againſt him, that 
he had introduced his amendment with a view to defeat the 
tax on ſugar. He had already ſaid that he did not wiſh for 
any indirect tax during the preſent ſeſſion ; but, at the ſame 
time, he conſidered it his duty, if a majority ſhould chooſe 


to paſs the reſolution, to make it as good as poſſible, before he 


voted againſt it, for this purpoſe he had introduced his amend. 
ment. Whenever the duty on ſugar was increaſed, that on 
molaſſes ſhould alſo be increaſed. With reſpect to what had 
been ſaid about the duty on brown ſugar not falling upon the 
poor, it was contradicted by the quantity every year imported 
into' the United States. When they knew that this amounted 
to 22 millions of pounds weight, they muſt conclude that it 
was uſed by the poor as well as the rich ; for though the 
eaſtern ſtates uſed a great deal of molaſſes, it was not the caſe 
in the middle, — and weſtern ſtates; all claſſes of ci- 
tizens in thoſe ſtates uſed ſugar. The voting for the amend- 
ment now, was the ſame as voting for it in any other ſhape. 
It was doing now, what would be done hereafter, if now 
omitted. There was nothing informal in it. He ſaw 19 
reaſon which could be urged for one taking place, whiel 
would not equally hold with reſpect to the other. | 

* Mr. W. Smith did not think it was the ſame thing to vote 
on the propoſition in its preſent ſtate, as voting upon it in a 
bill. He thought, in the beginning of a buſineſs, members 
ſhould have it in their power to vote upon the reſolutions ſe- 
parately; otherwiſe the ſenſe of members could not be known 


upon both parts of the reſolution, as the queſtion would fir 


be taken on the amendment, and then upon the whole toge- 
ther. He was ſorry the chairman had thought proper to tole- 
rate ſo unſair a practice. He hoped, however, gentlemen 
would vote againſt his propoſition at preſent ; though, if f 
were brought forward ſeparately, he ſhould not object t0 
vote for it. | 


we | 

Mr. Swanwick thought that thoſe gentlemen who 
-ited the articles of ſugar and molaſſes would wiſh to defeat 
the object: thus it was with the gentleman laſt up; this, 
was introduced with a view of foeupin the collection. Mr. 

vwanwick ſaid he had before ſtated 6 injury the United 
States might ſuſtain, in caſe of a failure of pay from the 
imported, and need not aer that he 3 * toto to 
the tax. 

Mr. Buck aſked if when on the queſtion on the EG: 
if adopted) a ſeperate vote could be given, he was anſwer- 
ed no; then he would obſerve to the gentleman, that if it 
could not be ſeperated, he hoped it would not be introduc» 
cd, it having been ſaid ſugur would operate on the poor, 
now he ſaid here was an article introduced with it that 
would operate worſe than the other; therefore, he ſhould 
oppoſe both, if put together, when if ſeperated he ſhould 
have voted for the tax on molafſes alone, as ſugar was a 
great means of ſuſtenance, and uſm. 

Mr. Reed ſaid, he was not pleaſed with the amendment, 
or the manner in which it had been introduced; but he 
had no particular objection to an advance of the duty on 
molaſſes. He did not think it would much increaſe the 
price of that article, as it would operate more upon rum, 
than upon molaſſes; he ſhould not, therefore, oppoſe it. 

The chairman again remarked (in reference to what had 
fallen from Mr. W. Smith) that the amendment was in or- 
der, though he did not think it the moſt fair way of intro- 
ducing the buſineſs. \ 

Mr. Gallatin conceived that he was the beſt judge of the 
ſairneis of his proceedings; and, as the chairman had de- 
elared the amendment to be in order, he n a queſti- 
on would be taken upon it. | 

Mr. Nicholas muſt beg leave to differ in opinion from 
the chair in this inſtance, though he muſt own. much de- 
lerence was due to it: he thought the proceeding perfectly 
fair. Mr. Nicholas would vote for this, in order to have 
the two connected, that gentleman could now vote againſt 
the addition of molaſſes, then he might have opportunity to 
vote on ſugar alone. He ſhould wiſh it extended to both 
alike. The gentleman (Mr. Buck) was miſtaken. in his ap- 
plication, on this ſubject z it was not taxing the ſuſtenance 
vi the poor in one article more than another, for the ſugar 
would moſt affect one part, yet molaſſes would as much 
Ct another: he therefore 23 if gentlemen wiſhed 
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fair and equal taxation, that this aſſociation would take place, 


this equalization would go to prevent any/ oppoſition to the 
tax which would otherwiſe be hazarded. - , - 
Mr. Buck was ſatisfied with this explanation, therefore, 
ſuppoſing gentlemen who ſupported the amendment would 
vote for both, according to this modification, he'ſhould: go 
with them, if not he ſhould .gppoſe- the amendment. 
Mr. Dayton (the ſpeaker) ſaid, he did not riſe to ſpeak to 
the point of order; he conſidered that as already ſettled by 
the chairman. Eyery member, he ſaid, againſt Jaying any 
additional tax upon molaſſes, would of courſe, vote againit 


che amendment; and all thoſe who had no objection to the 


tax, but who did not with it to be thus. introduced; of whom 
he found there was not a few, might join them, as after the 
additional tax on ſugar was agreed to, that on molaſſes might 
be again introduce. ek , 7 e gen 
Mr. S. Smith ſaid, he had ſome. doubt, before the- laſt 
gentleman was up, of the propriety of tacking theſe two 
articles together, but now) he had none. One part of the 
Union, he ſuppoſed, would be for voting out molaſſes; but 
his conſtituents would not like the tax on ſugar, except it 
was accompanied with that on; molaſſes; as a ſubject of 
ſweetening, he thought they ſhould both go together. Mr. 


Sgmith ſaid he had another article of ſweteening, which he 


wiſhed alſo to add to the reſolution. Great quantities of 
| ſugar candy were manufactured in Holland and was ſent all 


over Germany, which was uſed with tea and coffee, in the 


place of ſugar. This article, he ſaid, was finding its, way 
among the Germans, in this country. At preſent it only 
paid a duty of 10 per cent, advalorem, which was a very in- 
adequate duty, when compared with that paid on ſugar. 


Mr. Smith ſaid, he was againſt going into the ſubject of 


indirect taxes, but he thought with the gentleman from 


Pennſylvania (Mr. Gallatin) that it was his duty to make 


the reſolution as good as he could. Nothing had been ſaid 
to prove that we had not revenue enough for the _-preſent 
but he would however, move to add nine cents a .pound 
upon ſugar candy imported. 
Mr. 8 

ſury, that ſugar was amongſt the moſt proper articles up- 
on which to lay an additional impoſt; but he wiſhed for 
ſome permanent ſource of revenue, and not to adopt the 
trifling modes propoſed. Gentlemen talked of deceiving 


2mith ſaid, he agreed with the ſecretary of the Bes- 
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the people; he ſaid they could not be deceived; they would 
know there were two parties/in that houſe; the one for di- 
rect the other for indirect taxes. Thoſe gentlemen who 
were oppoſed to direct taxes, brought forward theſe articles 
in place of it. The people need N . 
. b eee dealt taxes, he 
Mr. Holland ſai to 
was alſo on ſugar and molaſſes ; he fa all the-difad 
of if ſome other gentlemen, on _— Weſt-India produce at 
this critical juncture, but if it =u he ſhould _— it 
his duty ito endeavour to make it paſs 
poſſible, however, he ſhould oppoſe 1 both, and though Nas. 
fected his conſtituents differently from thoſe of: Vermont, 
yet he ſhould. not include them as neceſſarily connected. 
Mr. Holland thought if theſe were oppoſed, there might be 
many articles more proper to lay a tax on: 2 
there was no neceſſity for any this ſeſſion. 

The queſtion, for adding one cent — gallon on mdlaſes 
was then put and carried. -  - +. *, N Jo SiS gh 
Mr. 8. Smith then moved that nine cents per pound be 
laid on ſugar candy imported, obſerving chat it was much 
uſed by the dutch? and there being much ese inch, 

it ſhould bear a proportionate dutrt. 

Mr. W. Smith wiſhed the gentleman to be candid, on 
the motive of his propoſition. „. e 

Mr. S. Smith anſwered that his conduct wich reſpect to | 
the ſubject had always been fair and unequivocal - he wiſhed 
the whole propoſitions to be defeated, which he had before 
declared, but to make: it equal and conſiſtent he bein 
the addition. It was then put and earried-. 

The queſtion Was put on the * reſokution as amended, 
and carried. Ayes 5 2. ** 

The reſolution to add two cents ber tb. upon bohea tea 
then came under conſideration. 

Mr. Harper thought there was ſo much danger and fo little 
profit from a duty — article, that it had better be ob- 
jected to. The duty on tea, he ſaid, was already high; the 
conſumption had not increaſed, but decreaſęd, and being 
ight of carriage it would endanger ſmuggling : beſides, the | 
propoſed duty would not put more than 15,000. dollars into a 
the revenue, which was not worth ing a an ſo 
injurious to other articles for. 

Mr, Gallatin faid he alſo was agaihſt agreeing to this Pro» | 
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poſition, but he could inform the committee. that this en. 

C. tteaſe of duty was intended to prevent ſmuggling, and not, ia 

chereaſe it. It was believed that the higheſiipriced teas were 

fometimes entered. as -bphea, an account of the lowneſi al 

the duty, and and this enercaſe A EM As Pri 1. 
tice in future. * 

. Me. Harper ald, he nas not likely tb Kue tler 1668 
R the connmutec to raiſe the revenue, but 
to prevent ſmuggling, by this propoſed: advance. 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid it was thought the.: propoſed, adyarce 
en bohes tea, would raiſe. 30,000 Hollars. His .colltagn 

-was miſtaken when he ſaid the canſuniption of this aich 
was decrenſed q it was encreaſedb The objection. to this 
| pos ppeſttion was, hat it would be too. great an advance upon 

this ſort of tea. The xommittee would judge: of the propti 
We He thought the addition would not be much 
r Harper wette rte eber 
decreaſe of rel conſumption of bohea deu. 22 
© The motion was put and carried. 55 by 
be next reſolution which came dete, wat 
tha for laying an additional duty ef two N A half pe cent. 
upon unſtained and printed cotton 
Mir. Harper moved to ſtrike out that part tof the lolo 
which related to cotton goods, and to introduce all the ant 
les included under the 10 per cent. claſs of goods impdited 
into the United States. He had heard no reaſon, he ſaid; 
why this particular article ſhould have beer ſingled out from 
the reſt of the 10 per cent claſs ; the articles contained in 
this cla were very numerous, and of general conſumption, 
| 2nd would bear an addition as well as this. If the whole on 
| claſs were advenced to 12 and a half per cent: they would kei 
ace 250, oo dollars. If there was any particular re- 2 
ſon for ſelecting the article of unſtained: cotton goods, i in 2 on: 
ticular, he wiſhed to be informed of it. the 

Mr. Henderſon ſaid the ſecretary of the rotary had re- 64 

ported velvets and velveteens along with unſtained, cotton I no 

goods, as . ſit articles for an additional tax, and he wiſhed to N he 
know why the committee of ways and means had 2 fici 
them in their report. me. 
Mr. Harper ſaid there were many other articles mort WM fon 
bulky, and conſequently leſs liable to be ſmuggled, and up- tho 
on which it would be equally proper to lay an adapts: of W: { 
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duty, viz. CET OY of all kinds. 13 included! in ths : 
unenumerated articles; and though the coarſer kind of the 
woolens were worn by the poorer. claſſes. of the community, 
yet the fine woolens were wore by. the rich 1d col Who 
would not ſeruple to pay the additional. duty 

Mr. H. read over the articles contained in the ten per 
cent. claſs.] reipecting Fat uſes and lawns and many other articles 
of the kind, he could ſee no reaſon why they ſhould not be 
raiſed, they were light in proportion to their value, and there- 
fore not eaſy ſmuggled. Sattins were as neceſſary to be ſe- 
lected as cottons. Indeed he ſaw not why the whole claſs 
could not be raiſed at leaſt one and a half per cent. 

Mr. W. Smith thought the motion to ſtrike out all the 
words except all,” by that means diſplacing one article, 
with an intention to inſert 50 or 6p was out of order. He 
wiſhed the queſtion on cotton goods firſt to be 3 and 
then the reſt might be introduced. 

Mr. Dayton 885 Speaker) declared the motion to bet in 
order. 

Mr. Nicholas was of opinion the motion was in order; but 
he did not wiſh to fee ſuch a meaſure adopted. Upon ont 
ground he thought it unſafe, Fhe gentleman from South 

Carolina, he believed, had no practical knowledge on 
the ſubject. The Secretary of. the Treaſury, who doubt- 
fs hal th: beſt information, vas againſt: the meaſures 
Was it not, he aſked, a ſerious thing, to put our trade in ſuch 
a ſituation as to encourage ſmuggling? He believed it was z 
or the thing could not be undone, by taking off the duty 
which occaſioned it; as, when the habit of ſmuggling was 
once introduced, the buſineſs would be continued for a much 
eſs temptation than it took to produce it. 

Mr. N. faid he voted with the committee on che addith- 
onal duty agreed to be laid on ſugar and molaſſes; becauſe he 
thought the gentleman who had gone into enquiries on that 
ſubject, had rather reckoned too high, when they declared 
no farther revenue would be wanted till the year 1801; but 
he thought they had nw provided means to ſupply any de- 
ficiency which might take place. Having done this, any new 
meaſure which was propoſed, muſt be looked upon as a pProvi- 
ion for wants of the government after the year 1801. E 
thought it, therefore, improper to extend indirect taxes, on 
2 ſuppoſition that they would be wanted on che ground of 
lupporting the expences of government. 

Vol. IL „ 


” \ 


- which would attend the collecting of a direct tax. He v 


1 
The gentleman from New-jerſey (Mr. Dayton) ſeemed td 


uoubt * he was in earneſt when he had ſtated the ex 


pence of collecting an indirect tax as far greater than that 


ſerious, and that gentleman would find his” aſſertion to he 


founded. There was this particular quality in indirect tale; 


every addition made to them, eoſt as math. as the Original 
tax, the per centage was the ſame; but the "expenfiveneſs o 
this ſpecies of tax to the people, aroſe from paying the mer. 
chants for twice collecting and twice enſuring the duties. And 
it would be found if theſe: ſort of taxes were laid for fifty 
years, tlie yearly expence would be the ſame: On the other 
hand, they were told, by the Secretary of the Treaſury, tha 


"25 ber tent; would be the whole of the firſt ex pence in-laying 


and collecting a direct tax. Another thin the revenue com 
ing from foreign quarters, was inſecure. It was aeknowledg 
ed on all hands therè was the greateft probatilicy of very ten 
ſiderable defalcations in the revenue. euren ce 
deed, ſeemed willing to originaie the plan — Be 4 direct taz but 
the valuation of property, and ſetting the neceſſary re 
reſpecting the buſineſs, would be incurred equally for col. 
lecting a ſmall ſum with that of à large one. And tô ex 


pend 2 or 3, ooo dollars in commencing the buſineſs, andſtil 


go on intreaſing the ſyſtem of indirect taxes, which coſt the 
people at leaſt 30 per cent. would be bad policy. If then 
was propriety in originating a plan for direct taxes for the | 
eurity of the revenues of the United States, they ought id 
to ſtop where they were. Was it not right, he alKed,'t 
ſtop the progreſs of indirect taxes, in order to make the ei 


pence of laying a direct tax lighter. If all the expence lay 


in the originating of the plan, it would be right to draw ® 

much from that ſource as was wanted. The difference 0 
expence betwixt the two plans' would not be leſs, he c 
than 25 per cent. 

Mr. N. added that he had nb hefitation in his own rhind 
to ſay, that the beſt mode of ſupporting the revenue of the 
United States, was Hy a direct tax? and from the unter 
tainty of collecting the prefent revenue, they could have m 
doubt about originating the fyſtem, and, if they went into 
the organization of the buſineſs, the expente would be in 
eurred, and after having incurred it, it would be well to rai 
ſome conſiderable ſum from that ſource. ee 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid, the gentleman from S. Carolina, had 
dalculatcd that, by advancing this ro per cent. claſs of goo# 
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10 124 per cent. 250, ooo dollars would be raiſed. In this 
calculation, he took for granted that our importations in fur 
ture, would be equal to what they had been in time paſt; 
whilſt it muſt, be known that the importations of laſt year 
were uncommonly 2 nd that the embaraſſments of com- 
merce muſt decreaſe the future importations; and if ſo, in- 


ſtead of affording additional revenue, it would probably de- 


creaſe our preſent conſiderably. | 

Mr. 8. Smith ſaid be ſaw no good bie why the whole 
daſs of 10 per cent. goods ſhould not be advanced as well as. 
unſtained and ynprinted cotton goods. Indeed, if he had 
excepted any it would bave been thoſe very articles, as he 
underſtood there was a very conſiderable manufactory for 
printing of cotton goods in this country, the proprietors of 
which made uſe of this cotton in their buſineſs, In order 
that our manufacturers might enter into competition with 
the manufacturers of foreign countries, it would be more 
proper to reduce the preſent duty, than to advance it. 

Mr. Williams was of the ſame opinion, as. it was proper to 
encourage our manufacturers as much as poſſible. How ths 
Kur from Virginia could ſay the expence would. be le 

ng and collecting a direct tax than adding to the in- 

— taxes, he was at a loſs to learn; ſince the ſame officers 
who collected. the-preſent tax, would collect the additional - 
duty, and all the expence would be merely the per centage to, 
the collectors, beſides it was. an optional tax, and therefore 
judicious. ——The poorer claſſes in this country before the war, 
made themſelves a coarfe woollen cloth; and if tbey were 
to do ſo again, he believed it would be a conſiderable ſaving 
to the country, as out of every twenty ſhillings. ſent. out of. 
the country to purchaſe manutiCtures, twelve ſhillings of it 
ere wholly loſt to the United States. 

Mr. W. Smith hoped this amendment would not 333 
to, as he truſted it was not the intention of the houle at pre- 
ſent to go into an entenſive increaſe of the impoſt duties. 
They had directed the ſecretary of the, treaſury ta report a 
ſyſtem for newly arranging thoſe duties at the next ſeſſion. 

t might be well, there fore, to raiſe from 2 to 309,000 dol- 
s to ſupply any deficiencies Which may take place for the 

ent year, but not to go any farther. ir. 8. here read 
be inſtructions which have been given to the ſecretar Wits the 
reaſury on the ſubject, together with bis letter. He ſaid 


ey lad better diſagree to the increaſe on the cotton gpods, 


| 
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than to adopt the amendment, as they had not ſufficient | in. 
formation before them to warrant fuch 4 law 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, jit had been repeatedly aſked; imd no 
= 1 had been given to the queſtion, why this ſpecies ol 
cotton goods had been ſelected for an additional duty. The 
reaſon was, the cheapneſs of the article: it was lower than 
linen; there were great importations of it from the aſtaln. 
dies, and it was ſuppoled that an additional duty on that a. 
ticle would be better borne than upoi vy other IT 
be ſaid there ſhould be a protecting hap with reſpect to 
calico printers in this country, how far this would be proper 
he could not ſay at preſent. He was againſt the l 
becauſe it extended to too great a variety of articles; but, a 
the ſame time he could not agree to tax theſe cotton goods 
alone. If the gentleman from South Carolina had; taken 
velvets, velverets, ſatins, filks, and a few other articles, he 
would have voted with him; not becauſe he Ht either 
was at preſent neceſſary; but becanſe, if it was right to in 
creaſe the duty upon one, it was right to increaſe it alſo upm 
the other. At poof, he ſhould vote >. mere the —_— 
{1 „The queſtion on the amendment wes put and n 
48 to 27. 
Mr. wW. Smith ſaid, before the nition) r= he 
_ wiſhed to lay before the houſe a printed letter which. he had 
received on the ſubject of laying an additional duty on cotton, 
It was declared to be unneceſſary to read it, as it had ben 
ſent to every member of the houſe. 4k 80 
Mr. Henderſon moved that velvets and de might « 
be added to cotton ores as was E 5 the 1 H 
of the treaſury. w 
w 
fr 
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Mr. S. Smith faid, centlemen were miſtaken is they 
thought of ſecuring a duty- upon articles of this name, 2 
there were a hundred different names for them, which uy 


be uſed in order to evade the duty. w 
The queſtion was put and en, there being only 7 ag 
votes in favour of it. of 
Mx. Harper moved to add ſattins and other wrought fits a 
which was negatived 35 to 30. ſo 
The queſtion on the qriginad reſolution was then yoo and Mt 
carried 42 to 38. — hi 


Mr. Harper then propoſed that an additional duty- of 1 
cents per buſhel ſhould be laid upon all falt imported into by 
the United States. Mr. H. read the letter of the 16 n 


— 
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n 
retary of the treafury, wherein he mentiuns ſalt as being at 
much lower rate of duty than i in other cbuntries, and that 
10 tax laid upon it could be-evadet from its neceſſity and 
bulk. Mr. H; added as, in his opinion ſatisfactory anſwers 
had been given to the objections which bad been urged againſt 
this tax, it was not neceffary to ſay more: on the ſubjuct. 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid —.— arguments of the ſectetary of che 
treaſury were excellent fiſca arguments, and went to ſay; 
« provided we can get money, no matter how?” | He faid it 
could not be ſmuggled, that, ſaid Mr: Gee know; che- 
ther the duty was 12 — or remained as it Was, the 1 peo- 
ple muſt conſume the fame This was true, and the fame 
ments miglit be uſed for taxing the light or the water. 
of all the neceſſaries of life, a duty was 'moſt eaſily col. 
lected upon ſalt and this was the reaſon which had inducei 
other countries to tax it ſo heavily; and yet, he ſaid, this 
was uſed as art argument for increaſing the duty here; but 
he was not one of thoſe who felt any conſolation upon ſuch 
an increaſe of duty, that there were other r where 
the duty was yet higher? | dN 


Mr. G. faid, as to afiy atifactory alway which bad been 


given to the obje chor to chis tax, he had not heard them; 
he believed they had not been anſwered at all; except; in- 
deed, ſullen filence might be : deemed fatistatory anſwers ; if 
it were, they had indeed been anſwered ſatisfactoril : 
Mr. G. here repeated the objections to che. tax which he 
had made on a former ' occaſion, viz: that it would operate 


5 a poll tax; that it would fall partially on ſome diſtricts *of . 


country, and upon ſome clafſes of citizens more than others. 
He ſaid ſalt in that part of the country from which he came 
was already upwards of four dollars a buſhel; and that it 


would be therefore oppreſſive to increafe the: _ vx ag 


freſh duties upon it. 
Mr. Nicholas {aid a tax on ſalt was equally: obje&tionable, 
whether it was conſidered as a poll tax, or as a tax upon 


zgriculture. As a poll tax, every one would ſee che injuſtice 


of charging all men alike with a tax, without reſpect to their 
adility to pay it; as a tax upon agriculture, he was able to ſay 
ſomething from experience. He was willing to give all the 
authority to the opinion of the ſecretary of the treaſury which 
he could wiſh, but he could not yield his opinion to him. 
He knew that agriculture was at preſent very much depreſſed, 
by the high price of ſalt 3 he had himſelf refrained from the 
ale of it, by its dearneſs, though he believed his cattle "had 
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heen the worſe wit, The poorer claſs of citizens in the pn 
of the country from which he came were ganerally owners of 
cattle, and employed themſelves, in taking care of then 
Theſe men, he ſaid, ſound it at preſent a8 much as they could 
do to make a comfortable living, and any additional tax 0 
ſalt would be very ill received by them. He was ſatisfied! 
it was a tax which would o perate with great ec iz 
was a tax upon one kind of 5 loyment, upon zn "em nploy. 
ment which was generally purſued, by the poorer claſſes, An 
conſequently leaſt able to pay it. It might be ſaid five 
 abuſhel was a trifle ; hut he faid he objected to it. from the 
principle of taking money where it could be got, as, if. 
cents were now to be added, the ſame argument would hok 
for adding another and another five on a future day, 

- Mr. Holland was oppoſed-to the eee, he kai no 
article-which could be mentioned would bear 3 auß; 
mentation than ſalt, indeed the whole revenue 0 the 1 ni 
States might be raiſed from it, becauſe it mult be yſed by eve. 

en but that was no reaſon why the whole bur 

ould: be lid on it; in North Carolina, Mr. Holland ſaid, 

it was four dollars per buſhel, which was ſufficiently high, 
without adding to the price, and was always a caſh article, 
and difficult to be had for that: It being an article of abſo- 
lute neceſſity, the oni not pay more, if ſo much as, 
the 

Mr. Rutherford fad, he Was againſt this tax for two rear, 
ſons x the firſt was on account of its inequality, and the next 
on account of its odiouſneſs. A tax on ſalt, he fajd, was al- 
moſt like taxing the comnion air. Farmers were obliged to 
uſe large quantities of it for their ſtock; it rendered them do- 
cile and eaſy to be managed. Indeed it could not be done 
without; a perſon was nothing without ſalt. The price at 
preſent was enormous on the frontier, and this duty would 
add prodigiouſly to it; for _ reaſon he ſhould give it bs, 
flat oppoſition. 

Mr. Findley faid, becauſe alt was neceſſary, and becauſe i i, 
could not be ſmuggled, would not ſurely be ſufficient ar 
ments for increaſing the duty upon it. The law of rea . 
he ſaid, was the law of juſtice.— Mr. F. gave an account of 
the progreſs of this tax. His colleague, Mr. Gallatin, mu 
have been miſtaken as to the price which this article bore 
in the weſtern country. He had himſelf lately paid fix gui. 
neas for fix buſhels of falt Indeed this was conſidered as the. 
greateſt inconvenience in that part of the country; and th 
could not at preſent be relieved from it. Providence who 
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enerally beſtowed the neceſſaries of lite in àa very general 
manner, had not provided them with ſalt. And ſhall we, 
for this reaſon, ſaid he, monopolize a revenue upon it ? For - 
the ſame reaſon would hold good for paying the whole upon 
it, as a part · He truſted they would not be ſo unjuſt to the 
people of that country. * ec . 

Mr. Harper ſaid, after all the time which hid been taken 
up in diſcuſſing this ſubjeft, he would not occupy the atten- 
tion of the committee longer than whilſt he made one or 
o remAH f. N Aue 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania, Mr. Gallatin, had ſaid 
that no anſwer had bee given to his objections againſt an 
additional tax on ſalt. - He: ſhould not enter into à eiſpute 
with that gentleman upon what might be deemed an anſwer 4 
but he believed many members of that Houſe would remem- 
ber that an anſwer was given, and probably they might-alſo 
think it a ſatisfactory one; at leaſt it was ſo to one 3 
The objections brought againſt this tax, would be well found- 
ed, he ſaid, if the whole revenue was propoſed. to be raiſed 
from it; or if it were intended as a ſubſtitute for à land tax, 
or any other great object; if 2 or 3 millions of dollars were 
wanted from it, then it might be objected to upon good 
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e vound : but when 100,000 dollars only were propoſed to 
de drawn from this ſource, he did not think the objections 
* WW would hold. Admitting, ſaid Mr. H. that there was ſome 
2 inequality in the operation of this tax, thoſe perſons upon 
The whom it fell heavieſt, were exonerated from many other 
1. taxes which other parts of the country had to pay. They 
bad, for inſtance, juſt agreed to increaſe the duty upon a cer- 
by tain ſpecies of cotton goods, of which they would not purchaſe 

a fingle yard. —The preſent revenue, he ſaid, was 6, 400, ooo 
D ollars, of which ſalt pays near 300,000 : people on the fron- 
iq üer, who pay for ſalt are in a great meaſure exempt from 
3h other articles taxed : they purchaſed neither foreign wines 
or ſpirits, high priced dreſſes nor furniture —all they want- 
25 ed was corduroys; &c, which was very unfrequent. If 5 
eents per buſhel was laid on falt, - thoſe perſons would have 
— about a dollar a year more to pay, and nine tenths not half 


i I ollar: what could be. more eaſy? Indeed, except tl 
Fi people were told of the duty they would not know it, as 
* effects would be 1o trifli | | 
2 $ would IP | 
With reſpect to the prise of ſalł at Fort Pitt, as a gentle- 
man had obſerved, it might be high, but was this occaſion- 
& by 'a duty? No, but by the ſituation of the country. 
2 , by ; . 8 
h | | 0G | 
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Ought chey not, then, he alked, toideritsifoms * of 
tax, by which to, draw ſome,part of -the:x<vanue frem the 
inhabitants of the back country 2. He thought ſo far fro 
this being wrong, that juſtice — his ſubject did 
not addreſs the underſtanding, but the ſenſibility af the 
houſe, or perhaps the ſenſibility of thoſe cut of the houſe. 
The odjections againſt the tax whiah had deen urged he 
thought ought not to have any weight, Jince. it would operate 
with the greateſt equality upon the whole, and there! wonld 
be lofty, propricty and juſtice in king the rer 


in queſtion. "0c 34-1561 
- Suppoſe two cents were put a0 5 fire chis wool. 
« good ſum, and be very eaſy⸗ .,.. 

: 2 8. Smith moved that the 3 — hich ws 

ived, there being, only 25 in favour oft. es: 1 wad 

W. Smith ſaid the queſtion, had beſt be taken on 

bank cents, then-five, four, or ay punher of cents w_ wal 


terwards be added. 


A YOUNG Was then put und loſt, | D le 

5 Ayes 41. u vs 

. | Noes 48. ine 2 bra 

A motion was thin made for the committee to oriſe andre 
port che reſolutions. * 531 A 20 


Mr. Harper wiſhed the committee. to have Joke to f 
6 ; as he wiſhed to call up one other of the reſolutions 
which had been referred to this committee 3 he meant (that 
reſpecting an additional duty on ſtam s. 

Mr. Henderſon alſo ſaid he wiſhed to take the ſenſe di 
che committee upon ſeveral other articles which had been re- 
ferred to them; but r 1 wound not r med 
time in doing if. 45 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid he hoped the committee would not 
„as the ſeſſion was ſo near its cloſe, _ 

Mr. Buck ſaid much time had been ſpent on the Lubje, 
and he hoped no further delay would be made, as it might Ml 
goto defeat the bill altogether. 

On the queſtion for the committee fitting again. 


' Ayes 3H 
- Nays _— + EW wp b 
8 Adjourned. 1 


| Saturday, — 18. 
-* a engroſſed bill allowing a drawback on diſtilled fi 
ported in veſſels leſs than 30 tons, by the Miſſiſippi, vs 
read à third time, and ie 
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Mr. Swanwick preſented a memorial of George Smith, and 
one from John Robertſon, praying reſpectively for the 'reim- 
durſement of à fum of money which they paid to procure 
their releaſe from captivity among the Algerines. 

Referred to the en of State, to examine and report 
thereon.” 

On motion of Mr. Nicholas, it was refolved: that during tue 
remainder of the ſeſlion it be a ſtanding order of the day, 
that a call of the houſe ſhall be had, as ſoon as the Speaker 
takes the chair, at the hour to which the houſe ſtands ad- 
journed: provided that when a array appears the 7 e 
be authoriſed to ſuſpend the call. 

Mr. Livingſton preſented a petition of Samuel Lowdan, of 
New-York, praying compenſation for ſundry: ſupplies fur- 
hiſhed. Udney Hay, / deputy quartermaſter for the 120 ſtate, 
by order of Timothy Pickering, quartermaſter- general of che 
army of the United States; during) the late war. 
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| praying relief, in conſideration of the loſs ſuſtained by -the 
-»: WH petitioner, on account of his contract with Iſaac Craig, de- 
buty 282 for the delivery of a certain quan- 
+: WM tity of Indian corn, for the uſe of the __ of the Ewen 
re- WH States, in the year 1793. 
0 Ordered, That the ſaid petitions be referred, to the Com: 

4 Wl mittee of Claims. 
ions Mr. Murray preſented a petition a Janes FP razier, 1 
that lector · for the diſtrict of Vienna, in the ſtate of Maryland, 
dating the inſufficiency of the compenſation allowed him by 
hw; and praying that the ſame may be increaſed, and ren- 
re- dered more adequate to his ſervices.' Laid on the table. 
uch Mr. Sitgreaves called up the order of the day on the bill in 
addition to the act to provide tor mitigating or remitting for- 
-fit WM fetures or penalties, in certain caſes, under the revenue laws. 
4 His object was to move its recommittment, in order to amend 
jelt, the report: which was accordingly done to Meſſrs. Sitgreaves, 
ight 5. Smith and Giſwold. ; 

Mr. Nickolas from the committee. to- hin: was referred 
the petitions of certain retailers of wines and ſpirits, on the 
10th inſtant, reported. In their opinion the power ought to 

| be veſted in the Secretary of the Treaſury, as in other caſes 

J. under the revenue laws. 

Referred to be included! in the bill juſt now . 
Vat, I * „ 


Mr. G. Jackſon preſented a petition of William M.kinly, 
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Mr. Gallatin reported a bill for the grant of certain lands 
fo John C. Symmes and his aſſociates. 1 
| Referred to a committee of the whole on Monday. ä 
Mr. D. Foſter, from the committee of claims, made a re. 
port upon the petition of Robert Ralſton, aſſignee of theel. 
tate of the late Thomas Barclay. The faid petitioner prays 
to be allowed for the ſervices of the ſaid Thomas Barclay, x 
conſul and commercial agent of the United States in France, 
as commiſſioner for ſettling of accounts in Europe, and a; 
a commiſſioner for negociating a treaty. of Commerce and 
Amity with the Emperor of Morocco. The committee re- 
port in his favour a reſolution to the following effect: 
« Reſolved, that the Accountant Officers of the Treaſury 
be directed to give credit to the account of Thomas Barchy 
69,280 livres 17 fous, excluſive of his expences, in full com. 
penſation for his ſervices: whilſt employed abroad in the ſer- 
vice of the United States.” Referred' to a Committee of 
the whole on Tueſday. 1:2); 3 al 
The houſe entered on the unfiniſhed buſinels of yeſterday, 
viz. the report of the committee of the whole on farther re-. 
venue. 5 
The amendments were read, and that for laying an addi- 
tional half cent on brown ſugar being the firſt taking up, 
Mr. Harper moved to ſtrike out the word half, and inſert 
ane cent. His reaſon for not propoſing it at an earlier period, 
was, that he had ſuppoſed the duty on more articles would 
have been augmented: that not being the caſe, it was im 
portant that the duty on brown fugar and molaſſes ſhould be 
. farther increaſed, to provide for the ſervice of the preſent, 
and the deficiency of the laſt year: the addition propoſed 
might be eſtimated at 200,000 dollars. Admitting that the 
revenue of 1796 would be more than that of 1795, with al 
the ſavings which could be made, there would ſtill be a de 
ficiency: they ought not, however, to depend on ſavings, and 
be ſatisfied with juſt enough. Some gentlemen had ſaid that 
a revenue from commerce was a very precarious foundation 
to build on; at that time they agreed a necefliny for great in. 
creaſe to our revenue, to meet our demands, now they fail 
little, or no addition, with all the ſavings which might de 
be made was equivalent to our wants. How their opinion 
came ſo changed, Mr. Harper could not concieve. The 
truth was, their former opinion was juſt, as it reſpected ou 
wants, and that being the caſe, and not being to reſort t0 
any other, a larger ſum than 200,000 dollars ought to Vf 
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-aifed from this, which, with all the ſavings, he preſumed, 


would be but ſufficient. Gentlemen now tell us, flid , he, 
there is not the leaſt proſpect of a land tax; before, when they 
had hope, a tax on commerce could not be at all relied on. 
Thoſe gentlemen's former arguments, and a knowledge of the 
t want of revenue, had almoſt prevailed upon him to 
adopt the idea of a land tax; but now after two or three 
weeks, ſeeing the impracticability of that mode, they had 
abandoned it, and ſay, we have revenue enough, with the 
requiſite ſavings | Remaining under a forcible knowledge of 
our wants, and the precarious ſtate of our affairs, Mr. H- 
faid, he hoped they would not reſt with a bare ſufficiency, 
but guard againſt unforeſeen dangers and accidents, by adopt- 
ing the reſolution | r 
Mr. Dent ſaid that as the houſe had agreed to the report 
of the committee of the whole, no alteration could be made 
without a recommittment. On Mr. Harper's application to 
the chair, the Speaker read the rule, that no addition could 
take place in the houſe,and obſerved that the gentlemanmight 
move it when the bill was brought in. He therefore withdrew 
his motion. BD | 
The reſolution as reported, then paſſed: alſo, that for 
laying one cent per gallon on molaſſes, and nine cents per Ib. 
on ſugar cand. 4 ent | 
There was a diviſion on the queſtion for laying an additional 
guty of two and a half per cent on cotton goods. 
| | 8 Ayes 46. | 
' - Noes 28. < | 
The duty of two cents per Ib. on Bohea Tea, paſſed withs 
out a diviſion. f | P n 
Meſſrs. Harper, Davenport, and Henderſon were ap- 
— a committee to prepare a bill purſuant to the cefo- 
utions. XS 9 
Here ſome converſation enſued on the bafineſs next to be 
entered upon: Mr. Parker obſerved that, as the ſubject of 
appropriation was to come forward on Monday, it would be 
neceſſary to bring forward the naval buſineſs, that the houſe 
may know whether to appropriate or not for that object, in 
the bill alluded to, e | 
Mr. Nicholas was forry any diſputable ſubject ſhould be in- 
roduced into the appropriation bill; this buſineſs might have 
teen ſettled earlier in the ſeſſion: the inconveniencies were 
{ great that he knew not how they were to be immediately 


* 


lurmounted. 
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The queition was put to go into the naval buſineſs and 
carried, 1 > 118015 
i Ayes 41. nin It 14 
wa 4 4-4-1 $514 NR JG: ic 4, 
The houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of. the 
whole on the bill for granting an appropriation for the finiſh. 
ing the three Frigates, and alſo upon the. bill repealing that 
part of the act which provided for the officering and manning 
the frigates, both having been committed to the ſame com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Mublenberg in the chair. That 
for repealing a part of the former law came firſt under con- 
ſideration. 8 4 ; 1 2d 
Mr. Harriſon wiſhed the committee to riſe, and that the 
bill may be ſent to the Senate: +41244--4 ee 
Mir. Gallatin moved to add the words « or any other aQs” 
ſo as to read . fo much of an act entitled an act to provide a 
naval armament, or any other act which relate to the officer- 
ing &c. which was carried. * 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid he could not abandon the idea of our 
ſometime becoming a naval power; he very much diſliked 
the repealing this act; in order, however, to make the bill 
more palatable, and to remove ſome of the embarraſſments 
which the Senate would otherwiſe have to encounter, he 
would move to ſubſtitute inſtead of the words « repeal” the 
words „. ſuſpend for years.“ TT; - 
Mr. Coit thought the very beginning of the Frigates. a 
wild notion, and hoped the moſt diſtant idea of manning them, 
would not enter gentlemens minds ; he ſhould - therefore op- 
pole the motion TREE 
Mr. Swanwick thought if the laſt gentleman's ideas were 
juſt, that it was ſo wild, whimfical, and viſionary a ſpecu- 
lation, there could be no danger from its ſuſpenſion, becauſe 
another legiſlature would doubtleſs ſee the folly of the pro- 
jet; there was no danger of their being ſtruck with the no- 
tion. To reſtrain the object of theſe veſſels would be only 
holding up this country to ridicule. Let us not, ſaid he, dic. 
tate to future legiſlatures, but give them power, if ther 
finances ſhould allow it; and they are willing, to uſe the thips 
as they pleaſe. Why ſhould we hamper them with our forced 
reſtrictions. In private life men do not like to be under the 
forced reſtrictions of others, and it could not be pleaſant far 
us to aſſume a power to direct our ſucceſſors. He hoped i 
- woul.1 ſobe left as not to intrude on their privilege: 


| 1 
Mr; Nicholas ſaid it was not the duty of members in that 
houſe to conſider what other men in 5 times may do, 
but to do themſelves what was right. He tould not conceive 
how a gentleman who faw it wrong now could believe he 
could think it right two or three yearg hence. This was 
a contradiction to gentlemens own aCtigns: If it was to be 
leſt to the teſt of experience, it would-he beſt to leave it to 
a future legiſlature :\ The three branches was always compe- 
tent to any object, and if they ſaw fight could reviſe it. 
But it ſeemed as the gentleman wiſhed to leave it in the pow- 
er of one or two branches only: this he thought, ought never 
to be done. What we now do, faid he, is no more binding 
on our ſucceſſors, than acts of our predeceſſors on us. He 
hoped it would reſt as in the bill. . 
Mr. Venable ſaid, it ſeemed the gentleman who moved the 

amendment did not think neceſſary the ſhips ſhould now be 
manned. The operation of the amendment appeared to put 
it in the power of one branch of the legiſlature, at a future 
day to man the ſhips, and ſend them to ſea. He was ſur- 
priſed at the changeableneſs of the gentleman who moved, 
and favoured the equipment. When a naval armament was 
firſt propoſed, it was objected to as looking like forming a 
naval eſtabliſhment; 'they then told us it was expreſily to re- 
pel the encroachments of the Algerines; and that as ſoon as 
peace was obtained with that power, the building of them 
was to ſtop: now they come forward and avow a defire to have 
a.nava] eſtabliſhment.” Thus orginates evils which if not 
ſtopped early, would ſpread and become dangerous. 'The only 
fair argument they have on the ſubject is, that a navy is now 
become neceſſary. Certain it is that if they intend to have a 
naval eſtabliſhment, to protect our commerce and repel our 
injuries, three Frigates will be very incompetent to the 
object. He ſhould not object to finiſhing them, and only 
becauſe ſo much had been expended on them already; but 

ſhould ever oppoſe fitting them for fea, + 
Mr. Swanwick aſked the gentleman what ſecurity there 
was in a peace with Algiers? could he ſay we were at peace 
with them now? certainly we are in a worſe ſituation with 
that power now than then: we. are parting with our caſh, 
Which makes it ſuch a ſcarce article, and yet we have no be- 
nefit. Now it is ſaid it is altogether a viſion, a fancy or a 
dream. Then gentlemen get up and aſk what we are to do 
vith three Frigates ? He would anſwer that ſo far as they 
went they gave ſtability and protection to our commerce. 


(a. } 


True they were not 30 Frigates, but he believed few as they 
were, they would fave, more than 5 times what they coſt i 
only one year. The richeſt ſhips' we have are now taken 
and robbed by ever pickaroon, and pirate infeſting the fea, 
becauſe we have no ſecurity, and he was ſurpriſed it was nat 
worſe ? he had no doubt but it would be an emolument; it 
would be a protection to the great revenue we erhoy.* That 
very trade, he ſaid, which was ſubject to ſpoliation from ſuch 
petty robbers, pꝝid into the revenue 5 or 6. millions of duty 
annually. If this was ſtill permitted to be encroached on, it 
was an error, and it would ſoon be ſeen, and this was by 
people called « free and enlightened!” He had no doubt te 
they would ſoon be enlightened engugh to ſee they had done Wl » 
wrong. If gentlemen are _ againſt o_— thefe Frigates, t 
why dothey not come forward and declare it? Let us ſell them, 

faid he, at public auction: what will be the effect if we have 

it told at our wharves that we object to man them, becauſe 

we have peace with Algiers! He hoped they would be manned, 

or eiſe have tacked to the bill, that when finiſhed, they 

were tobe fold for Eaſt-Indiamen, or ſomething. If that ll th 
was gentlemen's wiſh, this was the time to come forward and 

ſay fo, and let it be put in the bill. He would aſk was there ne 


any thing in the name of government if it operated in this th 

manner ? It was extraordinary conduct indeed. ' ' ' ' * ' 
Gentlemen fay they will not vote to finiſh theſe frigates, WW th 

except the repeal for manning is included; when it goes upto b 


the Senate, may they not ſay they will not vote to finiſh, ex- 
cept it be to man them? But, Mr. Swanwick ſaid, he ſup- 2 
poſed gentlemen depended upon negociation if any thing was ge 
wrong. What was the conſequences of our late negociation! WM pe 
We have two things before us, treaty or ſhips. As for treaty, ¶ it 
we have ſeen our money ſent acroſs the Atlantic, and ſcat- th 
tered a thouſand ways; this was throwing it into the ocean. ¶ riſ 
He had heard of an Aſiatic throwing a ring into the ſea to WW ne 
marry it: it ſeemed this money was gone for the fame pur- ¶ fai 
poſe, and its uſe would be no better than the Aſiatic's ring. 

He thought the moſt compleat treaty was, power to reſiſt WW to 
aggreſſion. This bufineſs of negociation is very unprofitable: W th 
you may obtain fair promiſes from foreign miniſters, but very 
poor redreſs, if any; the merchant may then go home and I th 
fay he has been robbed, but can obtain no redreſs from any on 
nation; part of his property is in the Weſt Indies, in the I be 
hands of a people without controul of law; this indeed is the WW = 
ſituation of the whole French Republic at preſent in that I io 
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country Yeſterday, ſaid Mr. 8. I heard you voting a tax on 
ſugar : Where does that article come from ? From the French 
Weſt India colonies moſtly. You go on laying a duty on that 


article which even one frigate would protect from ſpoliation, 


ind yet refuſe to appropriate that very duty towards its pro- 


tection. He did not think any French or Engliſh ſhip of war 


would attack our frigates while at peace, but his wiſh was to 
protect the commerce from thoſe drawbacks. As he read in 
the conſtitution that Congreſs had the power to protect com- 
merce, and as he found gentlemen voting millions for the mi- 
litary eſtabliſhments he ſhould hope the object of naval pro- 
tection would obtain, He agreed with the amendment, as it 
was better to ſuſpend than repeal, as the power of manning 
them would then remain with a future Congreſs: _ 

The queſtion on the amendment was put and loſt. 

| . -» AYE 36, hid 
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Mr. Harriſon moved for the committee to riſe and report 
the bill without amendments. 1 

Mr. Hartley hoped it would not. As the frigates would 
not be finiſned before next ſeſſion, if it was proper to man 
them, or ſuſpend it, that houſe would be beſt able to judge. 

Mr. Parker hoped the committee would not riſe,” but that 
the other bill may be taken up, that they may go hand in 
han, . ö WA 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid it ſeemed, that gentlemen were making 
a new buſineſs of this. At the time it was brought forward 
gentlemen voted in favour of it becauſe the law was to be re- 
pealed. He voted to ſeparate the bills, becauſe he conecived 
it would not be right to ſay to the Senate, You ſhall do two 
things together, or neither. He hoped the committee would 
riſe, that the houſe may not have ſuch power over the buſi- 
neſs, as to keep it back. If the other bill pais the Senate, 
ſaid he, we can take up this, and paſs it in a ſhort time. 

Mr. Parker thought this a moſt extraordinary procedure, 
to ſay we will not paſs the appropriation bill, until we know 
that the Senate have agreed to that for repealing. He thought 
the Senate had as great a right to exerciſe their diſcretion as 
that houſe. He never expected to have heard ſuch expreſſi- 
ons. This was holding out a dictum for their conduct; this 
he thought neither fair nor proper. iT 

Mr. Venable thought the bills were connected. He wiſhed 
o vote merely for finiſhing the frigates. He hoped the com- 
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tion, were it to be left, the executive could not man the fr 
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mittee deen not riſe, &, by that it might be ſo ** as t th 
add the other bill to it. hen he voted for the appropriati. WM i 
on, he ſaid he voted for it only in ſuch manner as ſhould be 

reconcileable with his judgment. If the gentleman would MW i» 
wave his motion and the noe would ſo ronnedtir, he  thould ur 


be gratified. n 
Mr. Harriſon ſaid, as the laſt gentlemari's ideas; wore ful of 
to his purpoſe he ſhould withdraw his motion. 
On motion being made for connecting the bills, n 


Mr. Buck hoped it would not prevail. The only katy thi 


| ſaw.to object, and he thought that very forcible, was, that it MM ſv 


diſcovered a jealouſy inhat houſe to another branch of the ve 
government, which he thought very unjuſtiſiable. He hat 
voted for the repeal, but ſhould not vote for the appropriati- 
on. He thought they ought to act for themſelves, without 
a view of the other branch, any member may vote which. way 
he, pleaſed, .but to ſay he would not vote for one without 
they go together, was unfair. He could ſee no juſtice in ſuch 
a.miſtruſt from this branch of the legiſlature. Suppoſe, he 
ſaid, the bills go to the Senate ſeparate, they may concur in 
the appropriation, and reject the repeal: even in that fit 


gates, unleſs they could obtain farther appropriations, to ob- 
ſtruct which would be preferable, and would put it out of the 
power of the Senate to embarraſs. this houſe." +. - 

Mr. Venable ſaid his vote was given without any relate 
whatever to the Senate: he thought any act paſſed, by-thi 
houſe could not, wheri ſent up to the Senate be termed di | 
reſpectful, for each branch had a right to act for themſelves if ti 
He was ſurpriſe to hear the . laſt up, fay he ſhomd if eat 
not vote this appropriation, for he had heard hins ſay, on al the 
former occaſion that he would vote an appropriation for am on 
treaty, law, or whatever ſhould exiſt to call for it. Mr. Ve. for 
nable confeſſed himſelf to be of a very different opinion, for I th; 
he always thought the houſe had a diſeretionary power to gran are 
it or not, but that gentleman had long ſaid, it had none. frig 

Mr. Buck ſaid, as his doctrines had been called in queſt-· ¶ to 
on, he muſt beg indulgence to explain. He never ſaid that 
the houſe had not a right to judge on the propriety of-appro- ¶ pri 
priation, in an exiſting law: he conceived a treaty quite ano val 
ther thing: The Preſident. and Senate habe a conſtitutional MM tier 
power to make a treaty, in that he ſaid, he did advocate the 
that houſe had no right to withhold appropriations: but in 
laws, where the * of 8 reſts partly in that houka 


. 


hey had a right to grant or withhold. This, he ſaid, he had 
always held. © Nee a 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid; this appeared to him a very unrea» 
ſonable clamour in behalf of the Senate. The gentletnan laſt 
w ſeemed very careful not to awaken the jealouſy of the Se- 
mite; how could he know what part would awaken that idea 
of diſrepect ? He had formed his mind to vote on the ſubject, 
and ſurely every member might do ſo without a fear of ſhow- 
ing diſreſpect to another branch. The gentleman had ſaid, 
that this houſe may refuſe to appropriate for a law: now 
ſuppoſe the Senate refuſe. to repeal without we appropriate, 
we then are forced to chooſe one of two evils. Very often 
Mr. N. ſaid, the houſe were obliged to appropriate for a law, 
it may be fo far executed that they could not refuſe. Sup- 
poſe the Preſident ſhould, after this, 'appoint officers to enliſt 
men for the frigates, how could the houſe refuſe to pay them? 
While a law exiſted to man theſe ſhips it would be difficult to 
prevent it: it would enable thoſe who were friendly to the 
meaſure, to carry it into effect. He hoped therefore, the 
houte would not run the riſk, by leaving it open to ſuch 
polfihlg i reBions? 7 fre 60 6 7 004.03 FNTGEGIANE 
Mr. 8. Smith thought this: was a very unfair way of doing 
buſineſs, but he had been uſed to ſuch things. He thought 
this form of 4acting-whs very improper and unfair. It had 
deen obſerved, that we were the moſt free and enlightened pro 
ple, but he thought thoſe who advocated theſe meaſures prov- 
e | FFT 

Mr. Swanwiek faid, it appeared to him a Kind of legiſla- 
tive ſtratagem, the whole intention of the buſineſs could be 
eaſily difcovered ; if there was nothing improper why ſhould 
they fear to truſt the Sette with it: having the yeas and nays 
on both bills, gentlemen could not eafily excuſe themfelves 
for voting for the repeil, as it would go out into the country 
that many had voted contrary to their arguments, thus we 
are forced to vote againft our own opinion, or not have the 
frigates finiſhed. He could plainly ſee that gentlemen meant 
to defeat the object, and he thought in a very unfair way. 

Mr. W. Lyman ſpoke much of the impolicy-and impro- 
priety of the meaſures of thoſe gentlemen who ſupported na- 
val preparations j ſome time back, he ſaid, thoſe very gen- 
tlemen were adviſing us to cultivate our land, and not regard 
commerce, it was a broken reed to depend on; but now they 
want to put the nation to an enormous expence to protect that 
<mrerc2 they thought ſo lightly of. The frigates would 
4 A : 
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coſt more than double the money which was at firſt eftiniated, 
this would be a diſgrace to any nation: the whole-procels bf 
the buſineſs had been bad, and he had n6 doubt but the x 
mate now before the houſe would be found deficient: 
though he thought a ſmall navy would be uſeful, yet until be 
ſaw its proceſs conducted more fairly, and with more. diſcre. 
tion. he ſhould not vote a thilling to it, for- the waſte of mo. 
ney which had been di covered. in this, had Sven him adi 
taſte to it. 
A remark having fallen from Mr. Lyman, on the enn 
tutionality « ot this app ropriation, 
| Mr. W. Smith „that what tbe — obe 
; only reſpected the leg the conftitution ſays, an apprs- 
priation for the, army thall not he made for more than tuo 
years; but it {aid not a word about reſtricting 2 navy, and iti 
certain. that the framers of the conſtitution bad a view to 2 
navy: as in three different parts it makes mention of it. {Here 
Mr. Smith read thoſe, parts fromthe conſtitation.J-- The 
ion was not whether to repeal the law or nat; but who 
er the appropriation bill was to be Zacked' to the repeal 
h When before taken up a ,majority-yoted far. two bills; and 
they are accordingly reported, and nom the two are t be 
united: this, ſaid he, is direCting the Senate to vote a certait 
v ay becauſe this bouleſaw i it right. This was a kind of to- 
ercion which would oblige them, (if e da te regal. Th 
pendance which they certainly will) to reject 
he ſaid, was a ſpirit which every gent] in the houſe felt 


He therefore hoped there would be two + fo 

Mr. Gallatin did not conceive thisa — conſtitu · 
tion —it was not on the power of the Houſe, as to the ſubyect 
of appropriation, but merely on connecting the two! bulls 
He conceive it perfectly right and proper to connect them, 
becauſe the ſubject of them was the fame. It was not novel 
appropriation and repeal had before been connected. Jn- 
deed he thought it improper to hold the ſenate in any con- 
ſideration at all. He ſhould not be guided by any. appre- 
henfions of what, they would do. The gentleman laſt up 
had fai |, it was unfair to connect them as/it would oblige 
members, who oppoſed one, to vote for both: now a major 
ty will always decide, and thoſe in the minority, will always 
be affected. That gentleman. would rather take a. queſtion 
on each. Mr. G. {ai he woul | rather on both together; 
but both will not be material more than in a certain degree. 
He farther obſerved that a deciſion had been come to, to 
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keep the ſubjects apart: this, Mr. G. faid, was only in order 
to give leave to the committee to report one or two bills; 
but that could not now affect the deciſion: the Houſe might 
now do as they pleaſed. He looked upon the firſt act of the 
hu as rather exp of the other: A law paſſed laft 
rear for the equipment of the frigates; the firſt law expired, 
2 to the manning them; it is therefore only for fear the 
word « equipment,” ſhould be ſo conſtrued as to mean 
« manning” that we wiſh a connection of theſe bills. 8 
He thought it more candid and fair, to have both the ob- 
jects before the Senate at one time, than to ſeparate 
them. If they think it an attack upon their privileges they 
would act conſiſtent therewith. D 
Mr. Williams could not ſee where the difference was, 
whether the bills were apart or not. He was ſorry any jea- 
louſy ſhould be diſcovered towards another branch; if the 
amendment were to go to the Senate they had power to re- 
jet any part. The next Congreſs would take a view of the 
ſubject, and do what they thought right, as the frigates 
would not be fit to be manned till enn. 
Mr. Buck again repeated his objections to uniting” the 
bills. ö | 7. wm IS TERED. * 
Mr. N. Smith thought there could be na good reaſons 
for uniting the bills. There had not yet been an appro- 
priation made, and the money was nearly expended, he tho't 
the appropriation fhould be paſſed immediately, as he had 
no doubt but both houſes would ultimately unite to this ob- 
jet. If, therefore any money was to be appropriated, let it 
be done, and then if the Houſe thought proper to agree to 
the repeal, it could be done, as no delay ought to be made. 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania, Mr. Gallatin, faid the 
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a other day, that he would not, under any ſituation, vote the 
oh ſupply until he knew whether there was any intention to fit 
dem for fea or not. This, Mr. 8. thought, the principal 

int; but except that gentleman, with others, thought the 
A ſhips were to remain in the ſame ſituation as at preſent, it 
P certainly was neceſſary to agree to the appropriations, this 

A vas voted on all hands, though ſome could not agree to go 
all lengths. He did not believe many could be found in the 

Y* WW houſe who would wiſh them to remain and rot on the ſtocks; 


but for gentlemen to fay they would not agree to grant the 
ſupply except the other part was repealed, he thought 
wrong. It was true, they bad the power to withhold eyen 
appropriations for the Preſident's falary, Senate, &c. but if 


tus diſcordans being ſent. up to the Senate, SHE TR e 
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ſuch oppoſition was ſupported, government could not long 
exiſt. | That houſe had power over the: Senate, and, wie 
verſa, the Senate over that  Honſe,-cach had a right to 
think and do as they pleaſed, but it would be wrong in ont 
to curtail the privilege of the other by an ill-timed oppoſition, 
this was merely to Gow: a ſpleen which could not but ban 
the detriment and delay of buſineſs. 

Mr, W. Smith roſe to anſwer ſome obſcrvations madg by 
Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Venable, and proceeded to ſhew. the 
impropriety of tacking the bills: he ſaid it would produce ip. 
ſurmountable difficulties. He never could agree to this u. 


Mr. Venable anſwered. The queſtion was then n put fn 
tacking the two bills, and carried. 5 1b 
Ayes 41. 4 8 5 
Noes 36, ˖ 

The Committee then roſe, and the Houſe took, — they Py 
mendments reported by the Committee of the whole; when 
Mr, W. Smith ſaid, as the queſtion would firſt, he taken; 
on the ameniment and then upon the reſolution as amended, 
a member who wiſhed to vote for the finiſhing of the fri- 
gates, but not for the repeal, would not have an opportuni-⸗ 


ty of ſhewing his ſentiments by the Leas and Nays... In or- 


der that members who thought with him might bave an op 


| portunity of ſhewing their vote, he called for * Beem 


Queſtion upon the propoſition. 203 
The Speaker declaring that this motion was not in orden 


Mr. W. Smith called for the eas and Nays upon * * 

Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, rather than not obtain an appropeiye: 
tion for finiſhing the frigates, he ſhould vote in favour of 
the amendment, though he was of the ſame opinion with 


the gentleman from S. Carolina, Mr, W. Smith, as to. rho: 


unfairneſs of the proceeding. 

Mr. Dent was of the ſame opinion. 

Mr, Muhlenberg ſaid, as the amendment ſtood. annexed: 
to the other bill, he mould vote againſt it; though if the 
ſubject had continued in a ſeparate bill, he ſhould have vote; 
£d in favour of it, 


The queſtion was then : taken 7 Yeas and Nays as 1 


Theodorus Bailey, „ * Lhe, ? 
Abraham Baldwin, Samuel Lyman, (oth? 
David Bard, William Lyman 


* 
5 

vg WThomas Blount. Samuel Maclay, 
Nathan Bryan, Nathaniel Macon, 
% bemſey Burges, James Madiſon, 4 
ne; Thomas ere, + John Milled ge, 
„John Clo _ R — Moore, 8 
to/ WM ſoſhna C N Anthony New, we 
lgaac 4 | „Jeb icholas, ' 4 
by/ MWiliiam Cooper, Alexander D. Orr, 
he Henry Dearborn, John Page, 
U eorge Dent, ohn Patten, 
2 liam Findley, 32. Richards, 
eie Franklin, Robert Rutherford, 
or Nathaniel Freeman, jun. John 8. Sherburne, ; 
Albert Gallatin, Samuel Sitgreaves, | 
ackiel Gilbert, Tompſon J. Skinner, 
+. Wſames Gilleſpie, eremiah Smith, 
a» Mhriſtopher Greenup, frac] Smith, 
a lenry Glen, Iſaac Smith, 
en ndrew Gregg, -* Richard Sprigg, jun. 
d arter B. Harriſon, Thomas Sprigg, 
i- Bohn Hathorn, Zephaniah Swift, | 
i=: onathan N. Havens, Wilka Van Cortlandt; 
mes Holland, Joſeph B. Varnum, 4 
> Andrew Jackſon, Abraham Venable, 
hn Wilkes Kittera, John Williams, and 
% Wecorge Leonard, Richard Winn. 59 
* dward r nar l4 ; 
a+ 
Thoſe who W in the ED 5 are, 
„ beophilus Bradbury, Francis Malbone, 
of Waniel Buck, Frederick A. Mahlenberg, 
u muel W. Dana, William Vans Murray, 
e nes Davenport, Joſiah Parker, 
errge Ege, | ohn Reed, 

biel Foſter, amuel Sewall, 


d eight Foſter, 
e Whizuncey Goodrich, 


. Woger Griſwold, William Smith, 
- Wovert Goodloe n John Swanwick, 
4 bomas Hartley, George Thatcher, and 
bn Heath, Peleg Wadſworth, 25 
liam Hindman, 8 | | 


Nathaniel Smith, 


Samuel Smith, 


The bill was then recommitted to a Committee of the 
bole in order to have the blank for the ſum to be appro- 
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priated for finiſhing the veſſels, inſerted, and was filled with 
172,000 dollars. 

Mr. Gallatin reported a hill in addition to an a fra 
ing appropriations to fatisfy certain demands on account of il. 
the late inſurrection, and to. increaſe the compenfation u 
jurors and witnefles. Referred to a committee of the 'whok 
on Monday. | 

The Houſe went into a committee of the whole onthe 
bill in addition to an act for recording and regiſtering; veſſch, 
and to an act for enrolling veſſels employed in fiſheria, 
Agreed to, and ordered to be read a third time on Monday. 

On motion of Mr. W. Smith, the galleries were cleared 
in order to go into the unfiniſhed ſecret bulinels of the othe 
day. Adjourned. 

Monday, February 20. 

The bill for regulating che regiſtering of ſhips and, vel 
&c. was read the third time and paſſed: ' 

As was alſo the bill for completing the Frigates, and f 
repealing that part of the former act which related un 
officering and manning the veſſels. 

Mr. Harper reported a bill for laying certain Adil 
internal revenue, which was committed to a committes 


the whole; but he afterwards moved to have it recommitted, of 
in order to make ſome alterations therein, which was rer 8 
to. | 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of 0 A” 
able 


lect Committee on the propriety of making certain alteration this 
in the law providing for the fale of certain lands North-Wea. - 
of the river Ohio. The Committee recommended the Pp 
tion of a reſolution to the following effect: 
« Reſolved, that the act entitled an act — for t 
ſale of lands of the United States in the territory, north-we 
of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky ri 
be ſo amended, as that only one-fifth of the purchaſe- u 
ney for the ſame ſhall be required within thirty days, an 
that the reſt be paid by four equal annual inſtalments” - 
A motion was made to ſtrike out one- fifth and to leave? 
a blank, which was negatived. 
Mr. Van Allen next moved a vroviden for dividing on | 
quarter townfhip lots into lots of a mile ſquare. © This mt 
tion was ſupported by the mover, Meſſrs. Williams, He 
derſon, and Findley, on the ground of accommodating re 
ſettlers, becauſe it appeared that the large lots would 1 


Comm Muhlenberg in the chair, on the report of at 
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ſell, and becauſe the land would be likely to be. diſpoſed of 
for a higher price if fold in lots purchaſable by farmers and 
perſons who bought with an intention of cultivating. It 
was oppoſed. by Meſſrs. Cooper, Nicholas and Kittera, on 
the idea that the land would never be purchaſed or ſettled, 
except through the medium of monied men; that they 
would firſt purchaſe the land in large lots, and then parcel 
it out to real ſettlers ;, and that though farmers gave a grea- 
ter price for the land in this way, it would eventually be bet- 
ter for them, ſinte the monied man would find himſelf in- 
tereſted in getting the whole of his tract ſettled as ſoon as 
poſſible, and thereby greatly enhance the value of the pro- 
perty 3 that except this plan was adopted ſettlers would 
chooſe here and there a lot of the beſt land, and the remain- 
der would lie on hand. | 28 

The motion was put and negatived. e 

The original 2 then came under conſideration. 
it was ſupported by Meſſrs. Nicholas, Cooper, and Gallatin. 
It was urged that che additional time given for the payment 
would induce monied men to embark their capitals in the 
purchaſe of. this land; that if it were not ſoon diſpoſed of, 
perſons who had no authority to do fo, would get poſſeſſion 
of it, and there would be great difficulty in removing them; 
and that it was neceſſary to make the propoſed amendment, 
n order that the terms might be as eligible as thoſe held out 
by any of the States which had got waſte land to diſpoſe of. 
It was oppoſed by Meſſrs. S. Smith, Coit, Harper, and Ven- 
able. It was faid by them, that it was probable that no- 
tling more would . be received of the purchaſers than the 
depoſit, if ſo long a credit was given; that it would cre- 
ate an hoſt of enemies to government; that when the time 
f payment came, inſtead of money, they ſhould have peti- 
ons ſent in for a prolonging of the time of payment; they 
ould, therefore, rather prefer a lowering of the price than 
 extention of credit. h 
The reſolution was put and negatived, there being only 
£4 votes in favour of it. | PINT, 
Mr. Gallatin then propoſed that the public ſtock ſhould 
received in payment for the land at its full value, The 
city of money at preſent, he ſaid, had reduced the value 
the public ſtock, and it would therefore afford an advan- 
ge to purchaſers, and no diſadvantage to the United States, 
nce they could never expect to pay off their debt at leſs 

2 the full value. If any foreigners who were in poſixſ- 
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ſion of the public ſtock of this country choſe to convert MW, 
into land, it would: be an eaſy way of paying off our debt 
In this caſe the land would pay the debt immediately, and 
the money could not otherwiſe be e. He, there. 
fore, propoſed a reſolution : 

Reſolved, That the evidences of the oublic debt of the c 
United States, (hall be receivable in payment for all the 7 
lands that may be ſold after the day of '» . 
next ; the ſix per cent. ſtock and foreign debt to be recciv. Ml .; 
ed at their nominal value; and the rate at which the other 
ſpecies of ſtock ſhall be received, to bear the ſame proportion 
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to their reſpective market prices, as the nominal value of the : 
tix per cent. ſtock ſhall, at the time of payment, bear to in | 
market price. 11 
Mr. Coit was againf this meaſure AS, ; reducing the land 20: 
cent. in the price. = 
Mr. S. Smith was in 1 of 5 nefolation, but wiſked 7 
it tö extend to all money due for purchaſes already made, pl 


otherwiſe thoſe perſons would have reafon to. complain ol}. 
being more hardly dealt with than others. This motion k. 
was ſeconded by Mr. Heath. It was objected to by Mette he 
Nicholas, W. Smith, and G. Jackſon, as unreaſonable, and b. 
what could not be expected; they had agreed to. giye th 
price for the land which had been bargained. for, and hau be 
mg had a choice of the beſt of it, it was probable. that tha po. 
had made very advantageous purchaſes z and that it was pro- 
bable, from the public debt being taken in payment at i 
full value, the land which might be fold in future; * 
command a proportionably higher price. 


The amendment was put and negatived, and then the te ( 
ſolution was put and carried, | 3 10 . int 
The Committee then roſe, the Houſe agreed to the „7a: 
mendment. actu 
Ordered, That a bill or bills be brought in purſuant ye 

the ſaid reſolution ; and that Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Nathan: 

| — and Mr. Bard, do prepare and bring in the ſame. | 
A petition of Thomas Butler, and others, was preſented q 
to the houſe and read, praying that a re-ſurvey may be made corn 

of certain ſections and fractional parts of ſections of 1 cert 
purchaſed by the petitioners, in the ſeveral ranges of tc thin 
ſhips lying on the weſt ſide of the river Ohio, in the nor Pe} 


weltern terr itory, and which, upon aCtual meaſurement, are com. 
found to be deficient i in the mn mentioned in the plat 


1 


it Ne rid feclons, andthe advertiſement of the Secretary of 
*. we Treafur  elative thereto. -: 

ad Ordered, Phat the (aid petition be referred to the com- 
* mittee laft appointed. ö 

Wl Petitions, from John Blatk and William Erwin were pre- 
be I (:ntelt by Mr. Locke, praying relief for ſervices rendered; 
he Wl Referred to the committee of claims. . 

On motion the committee of the whole wasdiſcharged | from 
*. I de penſtön bill, and the bill recommitted. 

aer A report was "received from the Secretary of War, con- 
on oY txinitig 4 liſt of Invalid Applicants, and referred to the com- 
de mittee of claims. 

Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the cömimittes of claims, made 
report on the petition of Reuben Colborn, which was againſt 
20 the petitioner, Referred to a committee of the whole to- 
„ WM :norrow. 

ed BY Mr. W. Smith ſaid, from the delay which had taken 
de, BY pace with” reſpect to the Military Efabliſhment, they had 
TK been prevented from making the neceflary app riations 05.000 
on chat dbjeck; as the ſeſſion was drawing to a ole, it 

firs WY be veccſlär to follow the plan adopted laſt ſeſton, fl — 
md bre Noot da Telsfotion + to the following effect: 

a Reſoeh that a ſum not exceeging „Holler 
habe appropriated for the expence of the W Eſtabliſhment 
hey WW for che year 1797. 

cape This reſolution. was twice read, a nd the houſe immediately 


vent into à committee of the whole upon it; reported it 
vithout' amendment, and it was referred to the committee of 
wavs and means to report a bill. 

On motion of Mr. W. Lyman, the houſe reſolved. itſelf 
nto a committee of the whole, Mr. Muhlenberg i in the chair, 
vn the report of the committee appointed to enquire into the 
dual ſtate of the Fortifications of the ports and harbours of 
the United States, and to report whether any, and what rar 
viſion was neceſſary to be made on the ſubject. | 

The report having been read, 

Mr. W. Lyman, the chairman of the committee, ſaid the 
committee had not reported a reſolution, as they, were un- 
certain whether it would be the wiſh of the houle to do any 
thing towards the completion of the works at New-I ork, 
Per baps ic would be well to have read the account which ac- 
comptnied the report of the works at New-York, which they 
Md received from the board of commiſſioners and the en- 
peer, {The clerk here read the accounts, by which it ap- 


d that the fortiiications on Governor's Ifland, would 
4 B 


X = 


. a." 


| <3 


require 30, 968 dollars to complete them; thoſe on Bedloe; 
Iſland 60,000, and thoſe on Oyſter Ifland 1,000 dollar, 
making a total of 91,968 dollars]. Unleſs regard was had 
to New-York, the 23,394 dollars reported as neceflay, 
would be ſufficient to finiſh ſome neceſſary buildings and com. 
plete certain works, indiſpenſible to their defence and pre- 
ſervation. ag pe | | 44 4:1: 6b 
Mr. W. Smith faid, as no reſolution had been pro. 
duced, he would move one ; he moved the following— 
« Refolved, that the ſum of be appropriat 
ed for the purpoſe of fortifying the ports and harbours of the 
United States.” . e hl 
Mr. Smith ſaid, the repreſentation of the ſlate from whence 
he came had received a communication from the legiſlature 
of the ſtate, which they conceived it their duty to lay before 
the houſe, and which ſhewed the neceſſity of fortifying the 
harbour of Charleſton, more than any thing which had been 
heretofore done. [He here read the communication which 
they had received.] The goyernor wrote that the only;fon 
they had, was nearly carried away by the undermining of the 
ſea, andunleſs ſome repairs were ſoon made, would be entire 
ly ſwept away. Another fort had been projected, to be placed 
on Sullivan's Iſland, but the ſituation was not found to be 1 
proper one, the foundation only was laid. Shooter's Mat 


was the place contemplated as the proper ſituation for a for 
'to protect that harbour. | 


As they were upon the ſubject, he would oblerve, that ifi 
was their object to preſerve the peace and neutrality of th 
country, is was neceſſary to have our ſea ports well fortified; 
whereas at preſent, veſfels of war which come into the pon 
of Charleſton, might violate our neutrality with impunity. 
And if at any time, government ſhould think it neceſſary to 


lay an embargo, they could not do, it, except our harbows 


were better fortified than at preſent. Mr. S. thought, there- 
fore, a liberal ſum ſhould be granted for this object. He 
ſhould move that 50,000 dollars be appropriated for this put- 
poſe. | 
Mr. Dearborn wiſhed to know, whether, in conformity to 
the act for that purpoſe, the iſland at Charleſton, or the iſlands 
of Governor, Bedloe and Oyſter, at New-York, had bee 
ceded to the U. States; he believed they were not. Mone 


had been refuſed forthe fortitying the harbor of Boſton, hecauſ 


ſhe declined to cede the ſoil to the United States. He ſhow 
ſuppoſe, therefore, before much more money was advancedt0 
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either of theſe places, it ſhould be ſeen whether there were not 
other places equally entitled to affiſtance, and which had not 
yet received ay. He faw no good reaſon why New-York 
and Charleſton, ſhould have large ſums Expended upon them, 
any more than Boſton. He ha no objection to fortifying our 

rts in the Way propoſed by law; though he did not un- 
derſtand that it was the wiſh of that houſe to fortify them ih 


the ſame way as if we were. at war. The ſtate of New-York - 


coutd not have contemplated more extenſive works, if we had 
deen actually engaged in war. At Charlefton, it feemed as if 
t were the intention to erect works not only to keep off ſin- 
ple veſſels, but to defend themfelves againſt any naval force. 
How far the committee might judge this neceffary, he could 
not ſay; but, before they went on to expend any more money 


he wiſhed to know whether or not the ceſſion had been 


made. | 
Mr. Livingſton ſaid, it appeared to be the opinion of the 
gentleman from Maſfachuſetts laſt up, that nothing more 


ſhould be done for the harbours of New-York or Charleſton, . 


until ceflions of the foil upon which the fortifications ſtand, 
were made to the United States; but, in his mind, there ap- 
peared ſtrong reaſons why theſe ceſſions ſhould not be mace, 
The different Rates held them until they faw whether Con- 
greſs would do any thing for them. The ſtate of New-York 


held three iflands, which they thought capable of defending. 


the city. They were aſked — they were not ceded? He 
would anſwer, becauſe Congreſs ſeemed inclined to do fo little 
towards the erection of theſe works, not having contributed 
more than would place one tenth part of the carinons neceſſa- 
ry to defend them; and, if it were not for the exertions of 
that ſtate itſelf, that city would be left defenceleſs. What, 
id he, would be the ſituation of this place, if the iflands had 
been ceded to the continent, and the continent fhould refuſe 
or neglect to defend it? The ſtate having given up the power, 
they could not provide a defence for themſelves, but they and 
their poſterity would be left perfectly defenceleſs. He there- 
fore, not only thought the ſtate of New-Y ork had acted wiſely, 
but that it would have been madneſs to have done otherwiſe; 
nor did he think it a ſufficient reaſon for Congreſs to with- 
holy its ſupport, becauſe that ceſſion had not been made. 
the ſtate of New-York had done more he ſaid, than any 
other ſtate in ereCting fortifications; the ſtate had expended 
2 great deal more money than the continent on this object. 
The buſineſs had been carried on by commiſſioners appointed 
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by Congreſs in conjunction with thoſe appointed by the ſtabs, 
with the greateſt harmony, and therefore no objection could 
now fairly be brought againſt the plan of the works. 
He therefore hoped, that a city from whence ſo much a 
the revenue af the United States was drawn, would not be 
refuſed a ſum towards the completion of her works, and thy 


even a larger ſum would be appropriated than had been men. 


tioned, Pi „ e Fd e 
Mr. Dayton, the Speaker, ſaid he was oppoſed to filling the 
blank with 50,000 dollars, He believed that too much m 
ney had already been thrown away for the purpoſe of farti 
tying poſts and harbours, and to very little advantage. Ast 
the harbour of New-York which ſeemed to be-one principd 
object of this expenditure, he ſhould take the liberty of 26 
peating what he had declared on the ſame occaſion laſt ſefls 
on, that the city could not be protected from hoſtile invaſy 
ons from the ſea, by the works on the three iſtands in the 
bay, A ſingle ſhip of war, taking advantage of a fair win 
and tide, could paſs them in proud defiance and day the tin 
under contribution. The narrows were, he owned well el, 
culated for the erection of works to afford complete proteft 
on, but the expence would be great. He was not in favour 
of granting a ſhilling more than would be abſolutely ne. 
ceſſary to prevent their going to decay, until ſome judiciow 
and ſxilful perſons had been named to viſit and inſpect all the 
harbours of the United States, and report as well the pro. 

places for forts, as the plan or ſcale, and expence of builds 


Ing. Congreſs ſhould have before them the whole eſtimate 


in one view, and then decide to what extent they would go, 
and whether it would not be better to compleat one fortifieas 
tion at a time, beginning with the moſt important, - rather 
than to divide a ſum amongſt ten or ſifteen, all of which 
would be in an unfiniſhed ſtate, and require annual appro 
priations to preſerve them from falling into ruin, to which 
many were much expoſed. 3 ae 
As to Weſt-Point, the importance of which is to preſerve 
a communication between the eaſtern and middle ſtates in 


cCaſe of war, could not be queſtioned, it was provided for out 


of another fund, under its appropriate head. No fortificati- 
ons therefore but thoſe of expoſed poſts were contemplated, 
and from ſome repreſentations which had been made, it 2p 
neared that it would have been better to have thrown the 
money into the fea, than to hav? expended it in bringing to- 
gother and piling up materials, wich had in ſome in{tancey 
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ſerved rather to chaak; up the channel} than protect the p- 


ces. | oy 

Mr. Dayton concluded with declaring, that he had alſo an 
objection ariſing from a neglect in ſome ſtates to make a ceſ- 
fion to the, Union, of the iſſands upon which they were called 
upon to erect fortifications at the general expence. This 
ought certainly to be done before the United States made any 
further appropriation, or at leaſt it would be proper to except 
from the benefits of it, ſuch ſtates, as had not paſſed acts of 
ceſſion. He ſhould at any rate vote againſt the motion for 
Fee . 

Mr. Williams was ſarry the gentleman ſhould be againſt the 
reſo lution altogether; if the committee 'would not conſent to 
appropriate money to finiſh the works at New-York; he truſt- 
ed they wauld grant ſuch,aſum as ſhould prevent them from 
going to ruin. All that had hitherto been appropriated, he 
ſaid, would not build barracks fufficient for the ſoldiers lvin 
in New- Tork. That ftate, ſeeing; Congreſs were vor dil 
poſed to appropriate money for defending the city of New- 
York, appropriated two hundred thouſand dollars, for bujld- 
ing the fartifications in queſtion, and. protecting their fron- 
tier. They had expended a great deal of money on theſe 
fortifications, . which had been laid out by an engineer 2p- 
pointed by the United States, in conjunction with commiffi- 
oners appointed by that ſtate. It might he ſuppoſed, there- 
fore, that they were not wholly uſeleſs. ae en. 

But, ſaid Mr. W. admitting the gentleman to be right, - | 
and that the Narrows was the only place for erecting an eſ- 
fectual fortification for that port, ought they not to appro- 
priate money for that purpoſe? Which was the proper time 
or doing this? Should it be done in a time of peace or war? 
le believed in peace; peace was the ſeaſon to prepare for 
rar. Beſides, when they reflected that all the money which 
had been expended would be loſt, if a ſum was not appropri- 
ted either to ſiniſi or keep the works in repair, they certain- 
lv could not heſitate a moment. 

Mr. G. ſai, he was himſelf formerly of opinion, that it 
rould be ineffectual to fortify the iſlands in queſtion; but he 
ras now convinced that thoie fortifications would be a great 
rotection to that city, which was of ſo great importance to 
he Union, as to pay four-fifteepths of the whole reyenue of 
he United States. He hoped, therefore, that 50,000 dol- 
s at leaſt, would be appropriated. The Secretary of the 
ireaſury had reported 23,394 dollars as wanted, to put the 
ts aircaly hegun in ſuch a ſituation as not to go to decay; 
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n became them, therefore, to be careful that money was vo Ml” 
OO ods eg te HW Speak e 
Mr. Sherbortis never conceived it was the intention ot tel 
Unite States to ſpend money in fortifying places which wer 
not ceded to them It would be the height of impfudend 0 
| to do ſoz biſt it was quite otherwiſe with reſpect td thoſe pls il 
| ces which had ceded the {pots upon which fortifications ve 
| erected, ſinee they had given the power fröm themſclves f 
doing the bufineſs;' and therefore the United States ven 
| bound' to do it for them, otherwiſe ſuch individual ſtates pit 1 
1 themſelves in a worſe ſituation than they were in before"th b | 
| ceeſſion. It was underſtood; at the time the law was paſſed il 


q that the United Stites ſhould completely fortify thoſe” plc © 
'1 which made ceffions to them; therefore, though he {Hoald ir , 
| againſt doing any thing for thoſe ports which had not mat 1 
the neceſſary ceſſion, he ſhould be for ſupporting thoſe who :. 
had. „ OA db «Sf Oo" 4 * D 13. ©, 0 | 
| Mr. Havens ſald, the obſervations of the gentleman from gie 
| New-Jerſey, Mr: Dayton, laſt year, which he had now 16, 
| pented, went to ſhew the'fortifications now erecting on thei; 
| New-York iftands, would be of no kind of ufe, or very little... 
The propriety of the obſervation, he ſaid, would depe = 
| on the force brought againſt That city. They mi 12 5 
Il ſufficient to defend the city againſt a large fleet; but he bel 
| tieved they would be uſeful in defending it againſt three, fou 
| fveor fix veſſels of war; for he did not believe the largeſt force 
| of theſo would eaſily lay the city under contribution, when 
thele fortifications were connected and manned, and in a pt 
per ſtate of defence. * beware 


N When they took into conſideration, Mr. H ſaid, tte bi- 
5 ſineſs of fortification, they maſt calculate the expence and the 
f foreo likely to come againſt the forts to be erected, The 
| gentleman frem New-ſerfey had faid, the only place forf6 
i eurit , was the Narrows; but to build a ſuitable fortification 
| there, would coſt from 2 to 3 millions of dollars, which wat 
1 1 ſam of money, he believed, which would not be granted, 
j either by the general government, or by the ſtate of New- 
York. A fortification upon this large ſcale, was therefore 
out of the queſtion; as to make it, would require an ifland 
to be raiſed in the channel, and a fort on Staten Iſland, and 
| even then it would be in the power of a force ſufficient 
| large for the purpoſe to take the city. He thought, ther 
| fore, that the objections to the fortifications now parti 
erected, had not alt the force which the gentleman who 
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made them ſeemed to think they had. He believed they 
were in the beſt poſſible ſituation for defending the place 
againſt 2, 3 or more ſhips of the line. | 

With reſpect to the ceſſion of the juriſdiction of this place, 
he believed the ſtate of New-York, though it would in 
ſome degree be inconvenient, would gladly make the ceſſion, 
provided the general government would do any thing towards 
completing the works, which were ſo far advanced; but it 
was generally believed, that all which had been ſaid about 
the ceſſion of theſe iſlands was more a pretence than any 
thing elſe ; and if this were granted, then objections would be 
: brought againſt the ſituation, and no monty would be granted 
Neo complete works, which they would ſay would be of no 
ace i when completed. Not having confidence therefore, that 
5 government would do any thing effectual, they were not 
_ ciſpoſed to make any ceſſion; nor did he believe, if the ceſ- 
wing fon was made, they would do any thing for them. 

Mr. H. was of opinion that the government of the United 
States ſhould be candid with them. If they could not ſpare 


for not coming forward in the buſineſs, and not plea! the 
want of a ceſſion of the land as the cauſe. Whenever Con- 


fortifications, there would be no ſcruple to make a ceſſion 
of the ſoil. For his part, he ſhould vote for the ſum pro- 
poſed, in order that government might do ſomething more 
than they had done for the ſecurity of the Ports and Har- 
bours of the United States. 0 
Mr. Nicholas ſaid, the report gave ſome account of wlliat 
23,394 dollars were wanted for, but he did not know what 
the 50,000 dollars were to be expended in. They ought to 
buow, he ſaid, how far diſcretion was to go in the expen- 
diture of it, and alſo what might be likely to be the extent 
of the demand. They went on giving by little and little, in 
a manner, he thought, ſcarcely conſiſtent with their duty. 
They knew there were many claims upon them. New-York 
lad a claim; they were told that city might be completely 
defended for two millions of dollars. But he believed they 
vere not in a fituation to encounter {uch an expence, and 
and therefore that it was not their duty to undertake it. If they 
nth vere to agree to appropriate the 50,000 dollars, they knew 
not what ſum they ſhould be pledging themſelves hereafter 
o find; before they entered into the expence, he wiſhed to 
«ow ſomething more about it. He believed it might be 


the money, they ſhould ſay ſo, and make this the ground 


greſs were diſpoſed to grant them money for completing their 
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proper to prevent any works going to decay which had beet 
erected; but before he entered upon any buſineſs, he wiſhed 
to have ſome eſtimate before him. He ſhould be for voting 
for the ſum reported, but ſhould not wiſh to go any further, 
until he had more information on the ſubjecee. 
Mr. W. Lyman faid, with reſpect to the ceſſion of the 
foil upon which different fortifications were erected, he be. 
lieved the United States had a right to make fortification 
where they pleaſed, whether a ceſſion was made or not, in 
the ſame way as they, had a right to make a public roa 
through private property. All the advantage of ceſſion aroſe 
from its giving to the United States fas, juriſdiction; 
but, in a variety of inſtances, the United States had taken 


coeſſions qualified. 


With reſpect to the ſums already expended, he was fa 
from thinking with the gentleman from New Jerſey, M.. 


Dayton. He thought the works at New York very wel 


calculated for the defence of that city; as it would be out 
of the power of any ſma!: number of veſſels (as had been 
juſtly ſtated by Mr. Havens) to annoy that city. He would 
not ſay the defence was complete; he believed it was not ſo 
complete as if the fortification had been made at the Nar- 
rows; but, as far as it went, the works were executed ini 
manner which did credit to thoſe concerned in the execution, 
and was an honour to the ſtate. SOT: ns 1 | 

With reſpect to the fortifications of other places, he be- 
lieved there were only one or two inſtances in which a ceſhon 
had been made of the property. Mud Ifland, in the Dela- 
ware, and he believed Baltimore, had been ceded ; but thelc 
were all that he knew of. He ſhould, however, be againlt 
voting for any larger ſum than reported by the ſecretary ol 
war as neceflary, viz. 23,394 dollars; except they were to 
determine upon completing the fortifications at New York; 
in that caſe, he ſhould be for a larger ſum.. He believed 
completely to fortify New York, would coſt three millions 
of dollars, and perhaps not leſs than ten millions for all the 
other parts of the United States. He ſuppoſed they ſhould 


not think of engaging in ſo extenſive a buſineſs at preſent. 


Mr. W. Smith ſaid, he had moved to fill up the blank 
with go, ooo dollars; becauſe it was neceflary to keep the 
preſent fortifications in repair. Great part of that ſum, . ke 
ſaid, would be wanted for Charleſton alone, and the com- 
mittee had reported upwards of 23,000 dollars as neceflary 
for Sther purpoſes. Hz believed their information had not 
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"_ deen ſo complete as it ſhould have been; if it had, they 

woul:l have found 50,000 dollars at leaſt neceſſary. Great 
het ſums of money, Mr. Smith ſaid, had been expended in gain- 
ing ing experience; but having learnt wiſdom therefrom, in this 
her reſpe&t, he truſted it would be of future ſervice. He be- 

ſeved it would be found neceſſary to fortify all the ports of 
the! United States; Charleſton was very deficient. The 
be⸗ ſummer before laſt, he ſaid, a French ſloop of war came in 
10 gere, and committed ſome diſorders, and though they at- 
+ unempted to ſtop her, ſhe bid them defiance and failed away. 
roar indeed any veſſel of war might come in there, and commit 
mor WE iepredations with impunity ; they had no means of prevent- 
daß Ming them. He believed they ought to go much farther ; but 
ken e knew the temper of the houſe was againſt voting large 

ſums for this buſineſs ; this ſum he conceived, however, to 
Ahe abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the little fortifications 
which they had from going to ruin. Indeed, if 20 or 30,000 
ollars were not appropriated for the purpoſe of e 
Fort Johnſton, it muſt be entirely deſtroyed. And thoug 
his fort was a ſufficient defence againſt ſmall veſſels, yet it 
723 not calculated for a permament defence. Shooter's mark 


8 as the proper place for making an effectual fort againſt the 
wy power of large veſſels. He hoped, therefore, that when 


they agreed to this ſum, = ſhould go on to authoriſe the 
preſident to appoint commiſhoners to enquire into the proper 
[cites for forts throughout the United States, in order to 
ffect a complete defence of the Union. 

With reſpect to the fortifications at New York, he thought 
hem upon a noble ſcale, and that it would be diſgraceful to 


* he United States to ſuffer them to | whip ruin; but the port 
Yo df New York was in a better ſtate than that of Charleſton ; 


t was true the ſtate of New York had done much, but they 


e * ere able to do it: Charleſton had alſo done ſomething, they 
2 x: adexpended 20,000 dollars, yet their harbour was in a very 


efenceleſs ſtate. 
Mr. Coit wiſhed to know what was become of the 20,000 
ory 'ollars, which were laſt year reported as uriexpended. It 
ras then underſtood that that money was to go to the pro- 
11 ection of New York and other fortifications. He was doubt- 
ul whether more was wanting. He believed they undertook 
0 much. He believed the buſineſs of fortification was 
egun radically wrong. It was not in our power, he ſaid, 
provide for ſo many forts at preſent ; beſides, the works 
ere made vaſtly too extenſive, and required forty times the 
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money that Congreſs had an idea of appropriating to then, Ml ; 
He believed they had better let the works go to ruin, than il 
appropriate more money to the object. x1 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid, it was to be regretted that the gentle. W » 
man from Connecticut had not been in congreſs when this ! 
buſineſs of fortification was-agreed upon. Every thing would il c 
doubtleſs then have been right; but it would always be the 
cafe, that young members would think their predeceſſors had Ml x 
done wrong. It was thought, at the time, the beſt plan that u 
could be adopted. _— 5 ls (- 
Mr. Coit could inform the gentleman from South Car-; 
lina that he had the honour of being a member of that houſe WM « 
when the buſineſs of fortifications. pafſed. He believed him. le 
ſelf as liable to miſtake as he believed others; he was non c. 
\ ſatisfied he was miſtaken on that ſubject, and he believed v 
as of the houſe was alſo miſtaken. Ls 
| r. Gilbert faid, if it was a good reaſon now for refuſing ¶ ſe 
an appropriation to the works at New York, becauſe the Wl w 
_ Iſlands were not ceded to the United States, the ſame reaſon p- 
would have held good heretofore. He did not believe it wa 
then founded as an inſuperable objection; nor did he believe ¶ ci 
there would be any difficulty in gaining a ceſſion of the ter-M ra 
ritory, provided the United States were inclined to give the i ch 
aſſiſtance wanted to finiſh thoſe works. ee 
. Mr. Baldwin ſaid the matter was plainly before them in gd 
the report of the committee. The balance wanted appeared I th 
in the ſtatement of the ſecretary of war. The whole fun ¶ e. 
neceſſary was divided between the forts which were garrifon-W kn 
ed, and thoſe which were without troops, and, amounted to in 
23,394 dollars. He ſaid he was upon the committee on 2 w] 
former occaſion, and he believed there was ſufficient infor- ¶ fic 
mation before them upon which to form an opinion. He ra 
was on the firſt committee on the buſineſs of fortifications, WW po 
and was at that time againſt going into it, thinking their then WW he 
difficulties might paſs over without taking theſe meaſures, WF ca 
and that. it would have been better to have appropriated the ¶ the 
money for the payment of the public debt. It was however I be 
carried. | | 3 po 
He was of opinion with gentlemen who thought care hal tor 
not been taken in the expenditure of the money appropriated I as 
for this object. He believed it was a misfortune that WW im 
had not had a better engineer; there might have been ſore WF | 
bad judgment; and, if che buſineſs were now to be done, I pro 
it might doubtleſs be improved, and whether there were tothe 
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many undertaken muſt be determined by that houſe. In the 
fortifications at New Y ork, he believed there would be found 
no defect in the plan; they were going on with a complete 
plan, and the work was executed 1n a very durable manner. 
It was a bufineſs, he ſaid, which might take fifty years to 
complete it. | | 2 ES 
Mr. B. ſaid he ſhould vote for the ſum of 23,394 dollars, 
which was intended only to keep the works from getting 
worſe ; if more was given it would go to a new object. The 
engineer and commiſfaries from New York wiſhed much for 
30,000 dollars in addition, for making a parapet to Govern- 
or's iſland ; they thought not to have this parapet was a bur- 
leſqu* upon fortification. The committee, however, re- 
commended nothing but what was intended to prevent the 
works going to ruin. There was no proviſion for Charleſton 
in this eſtimate ; indeed, if they could have ht- them- 
ſelves to have agreed to recommend any thing further, it 
would have been the 30,000 dollars aboye mentioned for the 
Tapet- 
Mr. S. Smith agreed with the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut (Mr. Coit) that the buſineſs of fortifications was begun 
radically wrong; too many forts had been undertaken, and 
they were undertaken on too large a fcale ; but this was no 
reaſon why they ſhould be ſuffered to go to decay. Some 
good had been done. He thought he had taken care that 
the fortifications at Baltimore had not been too large. How- 
ſun erer, the engineers engaged in that buſineſs ſeemed not to 
on. know that no larger veſſel than one of 36 guns could come 
dug into Baltimore; he had made it too large, and in the place 
on where it ought not to have been erected. Where the forti- 
or- fication ought to have been made, little had been done; bar- 
He I racks had been erected, but there was no place for preſerving 
ons, ¶ powder, and when the commander of the fort arrived there, 
chen I he found twenty-ſeven barrels lying above kis barrack. The 
res, cattle had alſo free intercourſe with the barracks, nor was 
| the WE there any defence againſt them. The ſecretary of war, he 
ever believed, contemplated the erection of a proper fence and 
powder-houſe. He ſhould, therefore, be for voting a ſum 
| hal WM tor keeping the preſent works in repair, and for making them 
ated as uſeful as poſhble. He did not think they ſhould refuſe a 
| WO mall ſum to keep them in repair. 
ore Mr. Dayton believed that the unpleaſant hiſtory of the 
ones f progreſs of the fortifications near Baltimore, with which 
too iley had juſt been entertained by the member from Mary- 
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Ihe queſtion for filling the blank with go, 


2 WY 


land, would be found to be that of many others which ha 
peen commenced in other places. Injudicious poſitions had 


been taken, and plans, that were fo extenſive as to reguin 


more money to finiſh, and more troops to garriſon them, thay 
could be ſpared, had been adopted by many of the agent 
and engineers. He thought it proper to review the preſent 
ſyſtem before they proceeded farther. | 1 5 

He roſe principally to correct a miſ- ſtatement made hy the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Williams) who had faid 
that only 12,006 dollars of the money of the United State 
had been expended upon fortifications in the harbour of their 
city. If that gentleman had attended to the official report 


of the laſt year, he would have ſeen that 17, 500 dollars hat 


been expended upon thoſe fortifications out of the appropri 
ations for the two years only of 1794 and 1795. Nearly 
170,000 dollars had hh appropriated in thoſe two years for 
the general purpoſe of fortifying ports and harbours, and i 
appeared that about 8,009 dollars only remained unexpended, 
To grant 56,009 dollars additional at this time would, Mr, 
Dayton ſaid, be in his opinion, an unwarrantable waſte of 
money upon objects from which few advantages would ariſe 
to the public. He hoped, however, that if any grant ſhould 
be made, the ceſſion of juriſdiction would be inſiſted upon 
as an indiſpenſible preliminary to its expenditure. | 
ooo dollars, wat 
put and negatived, without a diviſion, | | 
Mr. Livingſton wiſhed to know whether the committee had 
the information before them reſpecting the ſtate of the for- 
tifications at Charleſton, which had been laid before the com- 
mittee of the whole; if not, he thought a ſum of money 
ſhould be allowed for that port, and he did not ſee how gen- 
tlemen who wiſhed to preſerve the preſent works from ruin, 
could decline voting for it. : ; 
Mr. W. Smith believed this information was not betore 
the committee. He moved that the blank ſhould be filled 
with 40,000, which being alſo negatived, without a diviſion, 
the queſtion was put upon 24,000, and carried, 42 to 36. 
Mr. Gallatin wiſhed to move an amendment to confine the 
expenditure of the money which they had juſt voted, to 
thoſe ſpots which had been ceded to the Union. His realo! 
for making this motion was, that thoſe places which had 
ceded their fortifications to the United States, were prevented 
from doing any thing for themſelves. Pennſylvania, for m. 
ſtance, was at the mercy of the general government; if f 
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had WM rcfuſed to fortify Mud-Iſland, Philadelphia would be left 
had {MY expoſed to the attacks of any armed force which choſe to 
uire come againſt it. As only a ſmall ſum had, therefore, been 
tha WE :ppropriated, it ſhould be applied to thoſe ſtates who had 
ents Ml made ceſſions of their works, If they adopted this princi- 
ſent ple, ſuch ſtates as choſe to intruſt the United States with 
\  Whheir fortifications would do ſo; and thoſe who choſe rather 
the to take care of themſelves would act accordingly. His 
faid MW amendment was to follow the reſolution in theſe words: 
tates provided that no part of the above mentioned ſum ſhall be 
their {W:ppropriated on any ſpot which has not already been cede 
ports to the United States.“ 1 at$:.7 5 r 
; had Mr. Potter ſaid, the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland had laid out 
opri- ¶ conſiderable ſums upon their fortifications z but with a view 
early of their being better protected by the general government 
's for than by themſelves, they had been ceded to it, and ſince that 
nd it time they were going to deſtruction. Before they were 
ded. Mceded, they had their works mounted with guns and men, 
Mr, but now: they had neither; and, if the United States did 
te of not mean to keep theſe works in repair, it would be much 
ariſe better for them to return them again into the hands from 
ould which they got them. = | 
upon WW Mr. Livingſton ſaid, if an amendment could be added to 
the proviſion, he ſhould haye no objection to vote for it. 
They were told the public money ſhould _—_— expended 
Nupon ſuch fortifications as were ceded to the United States. 
He would wiſh to add, “ if the United States ſhall pled 
themſelves to make ſuch places a complete defence.” The 
information of the gentleman from Rhode Iſland had weigh- 
ed much with him. What was it? They had ceded the 
only place proper for defence; they had laid out a ſmall 
lum, and left it deficient, and prevented them from doing 
any thing for themſelves. Mr. Livingſton then propoſed an 
efore Namendment to the above effect. 
filled i Mr. Williams was oppoſed to both motions. He would 
iſion, Monly aſk the gentleman from Pennſylvania what would". be 
36. Ide fituation of New-York, ſuppoſing they were upon the 
ie the Here of a war, if theſe iſlands were ceded, and the general 
d, government refuſed to do any thing towards their defence? 
Would he wiſh to tie up the hands of the individual States 
rom defending themſelves? When he was up before, he 
had ſtated that the general government had only appropriat- 
fd 12,500 dollars towards the fortifications at New-York 


u the tirſt inſtance; the legiſlature of that ſtate finding that 
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ſum only appropriated fr that object, and knowing the ex. 
poſed ſituation of the city of New-York, agreed to advan 
near 200000 dollars for that object and the defence of th 
frontiers. He believed that, in the whole, 17,500 dollan 
had been appropriated by the United States to theſe works; 
but if they will not complete them, the ſtate ought not t 
tie up its own hands from doing ſo. The conſtitution place 
the power of the defence of the nation in the general go 
vernment z but if they woud not defend it, individual ſtata 
muſt defend themſelves. 35.48 5 

Mr. Sherborne ſuppoſed that other ſtates ſeeing the ma 
ner in which the United States neglected to protect thok 
places which had ceded their fortifications, prevented then 
from making ceſſions of theirs. 

Mr. W. Lyman ſaid he ſhould vote for the latter amen n. 
ment, becauſe it would render the former leſs exceptionable; 
for, without it, he ſhould expect to ſee the whole of the 
money expended on Mud-Ifland and Preſqu' Iſle; becauſ 
he believed no ceſſion had been made of any other. He 
was not certain with reſpect to Baltimore. 

Mr. Havens was againſt the amendment of his calleagn 

(Mr, Livingſton) as altogether nugatory. The government 

of the United States would always judge of their own fitw 

ation, and what was neceſſary to be done. He did not ſe 
how it was poſſible to prevent the government from judging 

and acting in ſuch caſes as they thought proper. Nor di 

he think the amendment of the-gentleman from Pennfſylu: 
nia was at all proper. He believed when the gentleman fron 

Connecticut ſaid the buſineſs was begun radically wrong, It 

meant that the United States were not equal to the expeni e 

of the undertaking, If this were the caſe, they ſhould i 

left thoſe places which were of the greateſt importance, , 

give aſſiſtance to them ; but if this amendment were to p 

vail, their aſſiſtance would be confined to thoſe of leaſt ir 

portance. If a ſtate had not made a ceſſion, if it were er 
ſo much in need of ſupport, it could not receive any. It 
hoped, therefore, the propoſition would not be agreed to. 

Gentlemen ſeemed to make it a matter of great import 

Y, nce that a ceſſion ſhould be made; but did gentlemen { 

ouſly believe that this was the only objection to affording ſuſ 
port to the ports which aſked it? If they were not unwilling 
to do it, had not government the power to give aſſiſtance 
though ceſſion was not made? Or was it right that the 

ſhould place the defence of the Union upon ſo ſlender i” 


* 
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oundation, as that the refuſal or,negleCt of a ſingle Rate 
egiſlature, to cede a proper ſcite for fortifications, ſhould 


the Expoſe it to the utmeſt danger ? It was obvious that it was 
bot. 188 | 7 88 
mh Mr. Swanwick faid, much difficulty. aroſe from two bo- 


ics having the ſame power in this buſineſs it did not follow, 
hat becauſe one power did not do what was neceſſary, that 


| gehe other ought not. He thought the motion of the gentle- 
ſtate nan from New York well calculated to bring the matter to 


point. In Pennſylvania, he ſaid, they had ceded the irn- 
ortant fort of Mud-Iſland, and they had a ſtrong claim upon 
overnment for protection; and if they did not do their duty, 
t would evince the imbecility of government. Indeed, he 
as very ſorry to hear ſo much of the imbecility pf govern- 
nent as he had that day heard. What' «ſtrange idea would 
tgive to foreign countries, that we were not able even to pre- 
erye our fortifications from ruin ; that in one place they 
ere undermined by the ſea, and in another were ſubject to 
abuſe from cattle? What ayſtrange idea it was, to think of 
fort which ſhould be impregnable, being torn. to pieces by 
he cattle | Theſe were the moſt extraordinary ſpecunens of 
rood government he had ever heard. Whether, they were 
pon the ſubject of a navy or upon fortifications, their 
nances were wholly une qual to the buſineſs. Where ſhould. 
hey ſtop at laſt? Could ſuch a ſyſtem as this prevail? He 
hought it could not. He believed ſuch; repreſentations of 
pur weakneſs. were well calculated to provoke aggreſſion. 
Mr. Swanwick could not help being ſurprized, that whilſt 
bey were taking great care of their poſts at the Natehez, 
Detroit, &c. where nobody came, they were leaving their 
ea-coaſt, where danger could only be apprehended, expoſed 
) every danger; for he did not expect an enemy would at- 
ack them where nothing was to be got; they would {ſtrike 
it our large cities, where lay the great capital of the nation. 
Mr, Nicholas ſpoke againſt both amendments. | 
Mr. Dearborn thought it was proper the queſtion ſhould 
brought to iſſue, whether places which did not cede their 
pots upon which their fortifications were erected, ſhould be 
upported or not. He thought this amendment was calcu- 
ated to determine this point. $6 54 | 
The queſtion on the amendment to the amendment was 
put and negatived, without a diviſion. - fe] ies 
The queſtion then recurred upon the amendment offered 
Mr. Gallatin; and after a few obſervations. from Mr. 


[ 8 3 


845 in oppoſition thereto, it was put and negatived, 30 
to i 2 
5 — W. Smith then projſe a  refolucon to the following 
e 
« Reſolved, That a farther ſum of 1 $5737 dollars and 10 
cons; be appropriated to reimburſe” to the ſtate of South 
Carolina, the . ra in Irrer the "Ty 0 
Cuharleſtom ? 
The queſtion was put "nd negated withoue a Abvifon;- 
The committee then roſe, the reſolution was referred 
to the committee of ways and means to bring in a bill! 
A meſſage was received from the Senate informing the 
houſ' they had Loan ley Eftabliſumerit Bill with. 
_ amendment. 

——— the Semen of war, invhof 
| ing an account of the deficiencies reported to the houſe on the i | 
roth inſtant, intimating at the ſame time, that there would 
be a further deficiency for Militia Service on the” frontier Ml | 
of Georgia of 112,413 dollars, which would be laid before | 
them as foon as made out. Referred to the fame comniittee MI | 
of the" whole to. whom was referred the former commit 
fication on this ſubje&t. ' ' * a 
© Mr. Sitgreaves, from the committee to whom was re. 
committed the bill for mitigating and remitting fines and f 
penalties under the revenue Laws, reported a bill, "which V 
was committed to a committee of the whole to-morrow. e 

Mr. Venable aſked leave of abſence for the renale Ci 


the ſeſſion; for his ene, Mr. Hancock. u 
. 4 - Aijourndd” n 
2 e 

Tue, February 21. w 


Mr. Heath aſked leave of abſence for Mr. Profits dr ſu 
ing the remainder of the ſeſſion, which was granted. 

Mr. Harper, from the committee appointed to report I * 
what State had agreed to the amendments propoſed to the 
Conſtitution, reſpecting the Suability of State, made a report 
It recommended that the Preſident be requeſted to enquire ¶ fe 
what States had agreed to the ſaid amendment. It was re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole to-morrow. 

Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee of claims, It 

rted in favour of Samuel Abbott and others, non- com- dn 
miſſioned officers, and ſoldiers who had not been paid 9) 

reaſon of paymaſters and agents who had been entruſted by 
the public with the money, having either failed or run aw?) 
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The report recommended a reſolution providing relief in 
— caſes. Referred toa . of the whole to- mor- 


8 6 

| 17 3 repörted'a bill laying additional duties on 

0 certain articles of impoſt. It eee 6 to a committee of 
the whole to-morrow, 


Mr. Dearborn:moved vo go bo committee of the whole 
on the Militia Bill. 

He obſerved it was not a new Fplhenn, but an aheraion of 
the old one; he ſuppoſed it could not take r 
principles having already been diſeuſſed. 

Mr. Sherburne ſupported damen, as it had been fe | 


veral ſethons under confideration; : 
o. Mr. Williams hoped as the — Gallen was ſofnear a, 
he cloſe, the houſe would not chin! of it. my 


" Mr. Rutherford thought it hetter not only be put alide at | 
WW preſent, but never reviſed, ur It Was taleing a power out of- 
we BY: {be hands of the ſeveral ſovereign States, which they could 
ee beſt e own location in; beſides, he thought - the 
W. United States had nothing to a the Militia 1 in 
4 actual ſervices - 
0 Mr. Varnum ſaid it was wall don e United Ster bad 
nd WM paſſed laws for the regulation af the Militia, and it Is as 
jeh vell known that thoſe laws did net do any ſervice in the | 
1 eaſtern States; the benefits of à fle- regulation would be 
of conſiderable: during the Weſtern Inſurrection affiſtance 
6 was obliged to be obtained from _ ſeveral States, this was 
WH not compulſary. He hoped the United States would net 
expoſe themſelves to danger and expenee, when a ſhort ball . 
W would prevent it; He therefore - ug a very nnr 
fa ſubjeQ. - 
p Mr. Siegrcaves Jemented the time which was every u 
pon taken up to know what buſineft ſhould be entered upon; he 
the ! hoped evary private buſifieſs would bend to public, of which | 
zbrt. he thought ſufficient preſented itſelf. He * thy pre- | 
wire lent would be poſtpobed. 1 | 
s Te- Mr. Harper was ſurpriſed that gentlemen. could 094 
buſineſs which there was no probability of doing, he would, 
re; therefore, to gratify Mr. 11 de a Wr 
com- until che 25 een a * 
d by 3 
q b oe ode e 44d 8 
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Mr. Parker thought it more proper to diſcharge the com: 
mittee from the conſideration of that ſubject, which he moved, 
and aſhes! an obſervation againſt it by Mr. e „it Ne 
: v eee 426 ming nit 
Noes 32 0 ir, leldons 
* io i of Mr 1 the houſe reſolved itſelf into 
a committee of the whole, on the bill for reviving and con. 
tinuing in force, the act of the 3oth of May, 1796, to re- 
gulate the compenſation of Clerks, which was agreed tb, the 
Committee roſe, and the bill was ordered to en 
a third reading to-morrow: | 
On motion of the fame a the bill for auigmetting 
the ſalary of the Attorney-General went through the fame 
form, and was diſpoſed wy in the ſame N | Bday the 
bot ws rt taken in the houſe, — 1; 
Mr. S. Smith moved to add a clauſe to it elt the he 
ſalaries of all the Heads of De partments?s re! 
The Speaker ſaid the bill muſt be engen. to * tio 
af his amendment. 
Mr. Kittera moved to have it recommitted, Ide acti ſe 
was negatived, there being only 15 votes in favour of it. WM wh 
Mr. 8. Smith called for the order of the day on the 2 
N "ae Bill; the houſe accordingly went into a com- un 
mittee of the whole on that ſubject, Mr. Muhlenberg in the I bil 
chair; and the item of 50, ooo e on ee Intertoul: cau 
being under conſideration, ſpe 
Mr. Nicholas ſaid he felt himſelf very much at A0 on the 
chisſubject They were told this ſeſſion, that the objett WM and 
of this appropriation might coſt 300,000 dollars. When be I the 
voted on this ſubject laſt ſeffion, he thought there was 10 ma 
need to go beyond the ſum then appropriated, and, from ren 
the ſmallneſs of that ſum he did not make the neceſſary en- ¶ mo! 
quiries, but, as the Secretary of State had ſaid the 2 1 
the country was pledged to pay the debts for which perſpns 
had ſtepped forward as ſecurities, he felt himſelf much em- 
barraſſed. The country would, by this means, be much in- 
volved, and how they could be excuſed from paying it, with- 
out diſgrace; he was at aloſs to know, though, he did not 
thinł they were bound to pay it. It went to eſtabliſh a 
principle that whatever property was thus loſt they would be 
bound to make good, however great the ſum, or bear the 
expence of ſuits to recover 15 which was a dangerous prit- 


ciple. 
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Mr. W. Smith could not agree, with the contitinas? juſt 
fat down, that by this act we pledge the United States, to 
make good any deficiencies of our citizens; on the contrary, 
he thought there would be a reimburſement of this, as he 
thought conſiderable ſums would be recovered, and when 
recovered would be placed to the credit of the United States, 

and if not recovered he could not fee how the United States 
ſtood pledged for its payment: he thought the appropriation 
ſhould be made; it was paſſed and he could not ſee how it 
could be prevented; the Preſident had, he thought, good 
reaſon for advancing, theſe ſums, or he would not have 
done it, and having done it, it could not be recalled. All they 
had now to do was to prevent the like again, by raiſing a 
ſufficient armament to protect our flag and deter Foreign 
powers from inſulting or injuring our commerce in future; 
he truſted it would be a warning to us to make ourſelves ſo 
teſpectable as to guard againſt the neceſlity of indemnifica- 
tion in future. 

Mr. Nicholas faid that the appropriations ſhould be kept 
ſeparate, that thoſe for the ſervice of government, and thoſe 
which was of a diſputable nature, might not be introduced, 
35 it could not be eſſentially different whether the item now 
under conſideration be introduced in this, or in a ſeparate 
bill. He did not think with the gentleman laſt up, that be- 
cauſe much money was to be ſpent, that more ſhould be 
ſpent to prevent it in future; he was not at all ſatisfied with 
on the buſineſs; it ſeemed a matter of ſurpriſe on the houſe, 
Jett IF and he believed, done without authority; he did not believe 
be Bf there was power in the executive ro uſe money in this 
10 manner : at any rate, he thought the appropriation” might 
row MW remain until the laſt in the ſeflion, 'and therefore he would 
en-. move to ſtrike out the item. 

x of Mr. Gallatin ſaid that upon examining the documents 
ſons WM ſent the other day by the Secretary of State, and the Se- 
en; ¶ cretary of Treaſury, he found that having been under the 
1 in- neceſſity of giving ſecurity for the coſts of the fuits of our 
rith- WF citizens in Great Britain, and being authoriſed to do ſo, 
not i Mr. Bayard, our agent, had pledged the faith of the United 
ſu 2 WF States for the payment of them: on this acconnt ſeveral 
d be WF merchants in London came forward and were ſecurity for 
the him, and, though the ſum of 50,000 dollars was ſmall, ir 
prin- ¶ could not be obtained without pledging the faith of the 
United States. By recurring to the law, it would be found 
that there had been a general appropriation of one million to 
lefray an extra expence of intercourie with Foreign powers; 
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to pledge the faith of the United States, in the ſame manner 


| kind of general appropriation had been made, of which 


to report by bill or otherwiſe.”  - 


( 36 ) 


and though it was the intention of the legiſfature that thit 
ſum ſhould have been excluſively appropriated to obtain 
peace with Algiers, yet it could not be denied that the looſe 
manner in which the act was worded, might be ſo conſtrued 
as to cover the purpoſe for which 200, ooo dollars of that ap- 
propriation was expended, viz. to proſecute the claims of Ich 
our citizens whoſe property had ſuffered ſpoliation, as it was ve 
an extra expence of intercourſe with Foreign nations; yet Pr 
he did not think the conſtruction which had been put upon ch 
it was perfectly natural, but he would not now diſpute that the 
queſtion, he would allow it was a legal appropriation, But, Napf 
it could not be denied that whenever appropriations were ſb: 
made in ſuch a looſe manner, they could not cover the ex« Manc 
pence farther than the money would go. If the legiflature, bill 


indeed, had authorized an expence, and appropriated a ſum bra 


of money for that purpoſe, and this money had fallen ſhort 
of the exyence, it might have been ſaid the expence was au- 
thorized, and therefore the money muſt be procured. In 
ſuch a caſe the Preſident would have been authorized by law 


as he would be authorized to call out the Militiaz for, though 
no appropriation was made for the purpoſe, they ſhoull 
feel themſelves hound, in a certain degree, to pay the expence: 
they might, indeed, ſay he had expended too much money, 
yet they would, in ſome degree be bound to pay it. But the 
caſe now under conſideration was altogether different: the 
object of expence was not authorized, and the only reaſon 
why the money had been legally expended, was, becauſe-a 


advantage had been taken. He conceived} that, the Pre- 
ſident might have gone on to have expended the money 
as far as it went, he had not the power to pledge the faith of 
the United States farther. Upon this ground he had pre 
pared a reſolution which he intended to have offered to the 
houſe this morning, via 5 nie 
e Reſolved, that a committee be appointed to enquire into 
the propriety of the United States either advancing or de- 
fraying the whole, or part of the expences of proſecuting the 
claims of their citizens, whoſe property has been captured 
by the belligerent powers, and of authoriſing the Preſiden 
of the United States to pledge the faith of the United States 
for the purpoſe; and that the ſaid committee be authoriſei 


«a - . 
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Being — ſubject Mr. G. ſaid, it was proper they 
begin the buſineſs afreſh. - They ought not, by appropri- 
ating in this bill, to countenance the expenditure of money for 
n object not authorized by the houſe : they ought firſt» to 
zuthorize the expence, and then appropriate the money, he, 
therefore was for ſtriking out the item in queſtion. He 
woul:i not with to be underſtood to fay, th at, though the 
preſident had not the power to incur the expence alluded to, 
that the tieceſſity of the caſe might not warram it, and that 
they might not be induced to legalize it: but if they made an 
ppropriation without any enquiry on the ſubject, it would 
be taken for granted that the expence was perfectly regular 
and warranted; but if, on the contrary, they brought in a 
till by itſelf,” it would ſhew that they alone was the only 
branch of government which had the power of erecting ex- 
nl. 1h Mrs i n | | 
"Mr. W. Smith ſaid, it was not very material whether 
his appropriation was in this bill, or in any other, ſince 
he gentleman laſt up admitted, it was neceſſary to appro- 
priate for it this gave him'confiderable pleaſure. Gentle- 
men admitted, he ſajd, there might be caſes wherein to juſtify 
he executive in incurring expences, unknown to the houſe. 
Mr. S. thought this may be a. caſe of that kind, and that he 
vas juſtified from the urgency of it: however, every gentle- 
an would judge for himſelf. There would have been more 
ropriety Mr. S. ſaid, in bringing forward this meaſure laſt 
ſion than now, as then a certain ſum was voted for this 
urpoſe in the appropriation bill; they therefore, then did what 
renclemen, now ſaid ought not to be done; laſt ſeſſion, ſaid 
lr. Smith we received a communication from the executive, 
forming us, that ſome money was wanted for the purpoſe; 
re, then without legalizing the expence, conſidering the 
teceffity of the ſum to be granted extraordinary to the di- 
the {Wlomatic department, it was done, and conſidered as a proper 
neaſure. Mr. S. had no objection to the mode propoſed, 
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into provided it was done, if it had been done laſt ſeſſion. 
de · WM The queſtion for ſtriking out the item was then put and 
the Wricd. | | | 


The other article of appropriation were then gonethrough, 
he committee roſe, and the hoaſe took it up, and the bill 
rdered to be engroſſed for a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. W. Smith called for the order of the day, on the bill 
om the Senate, repealing the limitation of the act for the 
uniſhment of certain crimes againſt the United States, and 
> continue in ſorce the ſamg. 
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Pennſylvania, would not ſucceed. From what he knew d be 


friendly to our neutral ſituation, The clauſe which forbad 


racter. If the duties laid down in this aft, were fach' 


no argument againſt its permanency, either now, or att 


| ſhould be well impreſſed upon the mind of every citizen. if 
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Me. Mublenberg in the chain: 

Mc, Gallatin ſaid, in looking over this ac, he ſaw lade h thi 

it which might not with propriety be made a permanent law; Mel 
thaugh he thought there were ſome few things in the two did 
firſt ſections, which were not ſo fit for a permanent law. He, th: 
therefore, thought it would be beſt to extent the act for ti Mb 
years longer, by which time the ſituation of this country, ani of 
of the public mind, might be ſuch as to allow the repei 
of thoſe particylay parts, He made a” motion to = & the 


| fect. wit 


Mr. Murray hoped the ie of the dee * ni 


the law, he was impreſſed very favourably towards itz/he la 
thought. it well explained the duty of the citizens of this coun 
try, as a neutral nation, towards this government and toward 
other countries; theſe were permanent duties, he faid, which 
no time could change; they were duties inherent in the li 
of nature, and agrecable to the law of nations. The objeli 
was to create ſuch a diſpoſition in the people as ſhould | 


the fitting out of privateers was ſanctioned by the laws of mo 
rality and juſtice. Mr. M. hoped, therefore, this law wou 

be conſidered as a permanent law, eſpecially when great evi 
had ariſen from the want of the knowledge of the dutialiſf**" 
herein contained, and had nearly forfeited our neutral cu 


ſhould be generally known and practiſed, it was neceſſuryti cer 
law ſhould be confidered as permanent: indeed he had hea” 


time of its paſſing. It was neceſſary. the duties · of neutraliyp* 


hail, indeed, been the pride of this country to keep hithert 
that neutrality inviolate. And in truth, if the law ſhould ut 

now be mae permanent, it would exhibit a fluctuation in ot 
counſels, that would not fail to produce 2 bad effect upon d i 
people. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid there was the ſame reaſon for continuꝶ 
the limitation now, that there was for originating it when th 
law pafſed. The law was ſuitable for our 05 ſituatio! 
and whilſt the European war continued, it might be wellt 
continue this law in all its parts. Indeed, if it continued i 
thing but an expoſition of the law of nature and of nations, 
the gentleman from Maryland had ſaid it was, he would 
agree with him that it ſhould be permanent; but he belien 
it, in a few inſtanees, contrary to both. i 
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When he was up before, he had ſaid, he did not ſee any 
things except in the two firſt ſections of the bill, that appear- 
ed to him improper fer a permanent law, but thoſe ſections Re 
lid not think were proper. He ſhould be juſtified in faying, 
that they were in flat contradiftion to the laws of nations, 
which was the reaſon he did not᷑ wiſh it to be inſerted as a part 
of a permanent law of the land, without further inveſtigati- 
on than they had now time to give it. One of the paſſages in 
the law was to the following effect; «That if any citizen ſhall, 
oihin the territory of the United States, accept of any com- 
don niſſion in the ſervice of any foreign power or ſtate, he ſball 
„abe guilty of a high miſdemeanor, &c.” Innoother nation, he 
he ſaid, was it conſidered as a high miſdemeanor to enter into 
he ſervice of a foreign power. The United States them- 
ſelves had a number of foreign officers during the laſt war. 
No nation ever yet forbid the practice; yet he would fully 
agree, that owing to the temper of the public mind at the 
time, the regulation was a proper one; it might be ſo now; 
but he was not prepared to by it would always be fo, becauſe 
ere might be conſiderations, which, whilft we were at full 
mo eace, would induce us to wiſh our citizens to learn the act of 
dull r; yet, he would not ſay that this conſideration mig ht not 
e over-balanced by other conſiderations.” He would rather 
uta eave this ſubject, which was not conformable to the law of 
chenations; but a kind of novelty, until the expiration of the 
reſent European war. With; reſpect to fitting out priva- 
ers, the Obſervations of the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. 
urray, was perfectly right. He agreed that the law on this 
bject ought to be permanent; but the reflections which that 
entleman had made, were moſtly derived from the objecti- 
able clauſes. „ D d ts e & x 
Mr. W. Smith. wiſhed the gentleman-from Pennſylvania, 


4d r. Gallatin, had confined his motion to the two clauſes 
n ou hich he had mentioned as objectionable, as he ſeemed not to 


y his otyectiansto any other part. The two ſections might 
enacted for two years, and the remainder be permanent. 
he law, he ſaid, was a valuable one; and by making its du- 

Lon for two years only; they ſhould run the riſk of bring- 
10 the law under confideration every two years; at a time 
en perhaps the minds of the people might be in a ſituati- 
vhich would render the diſcuſſion improper. They knew 
„ what was the duty of citizens; and as it could not poſ- 
by be known what our ſituation might be at the end of two 
ars it was proper ta have a permanent law; The gentle- 
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' tral character. If we, therefore, conſidered ourſelves.as a fret 
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man laid iv might be that our ſituation at that time woulll be 
ſuch as not to require a continuance of that law. But 'thk 
they knew, that the fyſtem was valuable; one of the effect g 
it, he believed, was our peace, whilſt other nations were em. 
broiled in war, by preſerving our neutrality. He hoped 
therefore, the gentleman wohld at leaſt let all the other cauſs 
of the act be permanent, if he ſhould chooſe to have rhe ps 
riod of duration of the. two firſt confined to dd ene * 
vould do well to confine his motion to them. — * 
Mr. Coit did not think it material, whether the law we 
made permanent, or extended for two years more. If ie 
had had the ſame opinion with the gentleman from Pens 
ſylvania, he ſhould have come to theiſame'iconeluſion that i 
would be. beſt to make the law temporary. But he though 
the expreſſion, if any citizen within the territory or qu 
diction of the United States,” did not mean what he made i 
There was. no prohibition of any citizen of the United Stats, 
from going out of the country to ſerve; di by taking and . 
depting of employment within the United States.. 
Mr. Murray ſaid, not having read the law lately, Rute he 
was up before he had luoked it over, and he owned: hen 
not convinced of the impropriety of making it a perinanet 
law, by any thing which had been offered by the e. 
from Pennſylvania. That gentleman would doubtiets admit 
that from neutral ſituation certain duties immediately atoſt 
but, that when we declared our neutrality, they beeame muck 
ftronger,' and that it would bea breach of neutrality, if th<> 
duties were to be neglected. The offenee which was forbid 
den by the firſt ſection of the law, was an offence againſtthe 
law of nations, ſince it would be to allow a part of the nation 
to aſſume a military character, which the law of nations ma 
averſe toʒ what was prohibited:in the ſecond ſection, vi 
that no perſon ſhall himſelf enliſt, or enliſt any other inn 
the ſervice of a foreign power,“ was equally improper; 293 
nation which allowed itſelf to be à place of recruiting, oo 
not retain its character of neutrality; indeed, if one ,powe 
had the liberty of beating up for recruits. amongſt us, anoth 
muſt have the ſame, ſo that we ſhould loſe altogether our neu- 


pation, and did not chuſe to open our doors to the recruit 
ing parties of any other, it became us to make proviſion 
law againſt the practice; and were they to repeal a law of th 
kind which had been already made, or give à limitation to i 
they would ſay this was a duty which might ceaſe— bor u 
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ne, faid he, does not create duties, but enforces them. The 
iaw of nations enjoined upon neutral nations, peaceable man- 
ners towards all other nations. This flowed, from principles 
oc honour when applied to nations. If the proviſion was 
LY made only a temporary one, the law of nations was put in the 
power of a mere majority of that houſe to do it away, which 
was certainly improper, as the ſanction ſhould be as perperual 


as it was obligatory. ,  _ £5 | 

Mr. Swanwick laid, there ſeemed to be obſervations intro- 
duced into this ſubject, which were foreign to it; the queſti- 
on was, whether they would agree to limit the law before 
them to two years, or make it a permanent one. From any 
thing he had heard, he was in favour of the limitation; as 
he was not leſs inclined to think favourably of the wiſdom of 
our ſucceſſors, than of their own; nor did he fear that houſe 
would at any time do what it ought not to do. He doubted 
not their ſucceſſors would do the bulineſs of the nation as well 
as they did. it perhaps better. What did experience ſay in 
this reſpect? Were they not in the habit of frequently alter- 
ing their laws? Did they not often hear of «an act ſupple- 
mentary to am act, &c.” which did not look as if their laws 
were made like the laws of the Medes and Perſians, which 
changed not; on the contrary, every opportunity was given 
toreviſe and make our laws as perfect as poſſible. It was no 
evidence of the wiſdom of a law, that its advocates wiſhed it 
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them, to leave it to the confideration of a future legiſlature, 
becauſe it was really a wiſe and excellent law, there could be 
little doubt, that a majority of that houſe ſhould inſiſt upon 
a repeal of it. For his part, he was much in favour of limi- 
tations, and wiſhed they were more frequently introduced. 

Much, Mr. S. faid, had been faid about nations, and the 
law of nations. He believed the great variety of buſineſs 
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257 rhich lay before them, would not allow them to diſcuſs the 
oo W-xtcnſfive folio of the law of nations; and therefore, he be- 
wed Bicved, it would be much better to paſs the law before them 
the Wor a limited term, and leave it to thoſe who came after them, 
new 


bo probably would have more time to do it, to diſcuſs this 
ret Wy of nations. 80 far as paſſion might be ſuppoſed to be 
engaged on one fide or the other, with reſpect to the bellig-- 
ent powers of Europe, he did not think they were ſo com; c- 
ent to the paſſing of a permanent law, as they migbt be ſup- 
to oled to be ſome years hence, when the preſent conteſt ſhall 
x tene come to a cloſe. But this law of nations, of which they 
4 * 


to be made permanent; it would appear more confiſtent in 


11 


Heard ſo much, was ſo flexible a thing, that it was becom 
difficult to know what it was. It ſeemed to be a law af 
force which a ſtrong power always interpreted for a weak one; 
We, he ſaid, had complained to other nations, that the law al 
nations had been violated in their conduct towards us; but 
knowing us to be weak, they told us we were miſtaken it wu 
no ſuch thing; whereas, if we had been ſtrong enough for it 
we ſhould have ſhewn that we underſtood that law as well x 
them. So laughable. a buſineſs was become this law of nat. 
ons. If a gentleman could not find his opinions ſupported by 
Vattel, he turned to Martin, and if not by him it would nat 
be difficult to find ſome other author agree with him in ſentic 
ment; indeed, he thought, this famous law of nations was be: 
come little more than the law of ftrengthi _ 1 

But the gentleman from Maryland, Mr. Murray, ſaid, i 
this law was made permanent, it would have a good appearance 
to foreign nations; it would ſhew them that our neutrality 
was fixed; that they had nothing to apprehend from us; 
ſhould be as peaceable as lambs. For his part, he did not 
think this ſo very defirable a thing; and, if the limitation 
clauſe would produce a contrary effect, he ſhould think it 1 
conſiderable recommendation for adopting it. But, it wa 
ſaid, theſe limitation clauſes kept the people's minds in con. 
tinual fluctuation; on the contrary, he believed, no lay 
they could paſs would fluctuate their opinion. He was con- 
vinced they would think for themſelves. Indeed their ops 
nion might be foiind to fluctuate concerning their repreſet- 
tatives, and they might tell them they had no - farther 
need of their ſervices. There was no certainty that the 
people's opinions would approve the conduct of their repre 
ſentatives. | 5 e 17 5 

Mr. S. ſaid, he remembered the time when a permanent 
Preſident was talked of; and ſomething of permanency wa 
heard about another branch of the legiſlature, which, if it 
were examined, it would be found, meant no more than that 
two branches of government ſhould have power of the third 
It was ſaid, that though the law before them was a good la, 
and now approved, yet a future houſe might repeal it if it 
were palled under a limitation. Mr. S. ſaid he had often 
heard apprehenſions about what other branches of the go 
vernment might do, but that they ſhould become appreben 
ſive of what they themſelves might do was extraordinary; 
for, though the wiſdom of the other branches was oftel 
reiterated, yet he would rather truſt, their own body that 
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them, eſpecially as they were returned by the people ever 
two years; therefore, if the opinion of that houſe AuCtuated, 
it would be a fluctuation favourable to the intereſts of the 
country, ſince it would receive its bias from the voice of the 
people, which might not be altogether ſo in the other branches 
as they were not ſo frequently brought to the teſt of public 
opinion. And though he did not wiſh to make diſcrimina- 
tions betwixt the merits of the different branches of govern- 
ment, if he did make them, it would be in favour of that 
houſe. Why, then, ſhould they wiſh to abridge their own 
powers? This was a ſingular conduct. He ſhould be for 
cautiouſly upholding that power; becauſe, he believed the 
other branches would take care of themſelves, and that there 
was no occaſion for that houſe to take care for them, yet he 
was ſometimes afraid, that in the abundant zeal of the houſe 
of repreſentatives for the powers of the Preſident and ſenate, - 
they ſhould loſe fight of their own. As he had no doubt of 
the virtue and wiſdom of a future legiſlature, he wiſhed the 
limitation to be agreed to. | | 
Mr. Gilbert ſaid there were certain things which were im- 
mutable in their principle; and this was the caſe, he thought, 
with reſpect to the proviſions of this bill; and therefore, 
they ought not to put upon an uncertain footing, what was 
eternal and true. He, 'therefore, was of opinion that what 
had been remarked with reſpect to laws in general, had no 
weight with reſpect to this law. . | 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid; if he were of opinion with the gentlemen 
from New-York and Maryland, that the whole of this law 
was founded upon permanent principles, he ſhould agree 
with them that its exiſtence ſhould not be limited; but he 
{till inſiſted that the firſt and ſecond ſections of this law were 
not ſo grounded; for, notwithſtanding the word exerciſe, 
which moderated the word accept, ſtill he would ſay, that it 
was not contrary to the law of nations, that citizens of the 
United States ſhould ſo enter into foreign ſervice. As he did 
not mean to recur to Yattel, on this occaſion, he would refer 
to a fact. A few years ago, it would be remembered, that 
whilſt the Ruffians and Turks were engaged in war, the 
britiſh authoriſed officers to go-into the Ruſſian ſervice; 
they went to Ruſſia, and when the fleet of that empire went 
round to the Mediterranean, they anchored within the juriſ- 
diction of Great Britain. This was never looked upon as an 
infraction of the law of nations. He, therefore, inſiſted, 


that however proper in itſelf the firſt ſection of this law 
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might be, as it reſpected the ſituation of our own tountyy, 
it was not the laws of nations, nor did it flow from it. I 
they turned to the ſecond ſection, he agreed that that pan 
which forbade the inliſting of perſons into foreign ſervice wu 
perfectly well founded, as ſuch a practice was not only con- 
trary to the law of nations, but alſo an encroachment upon the 
juriſdiction of a ſovereign country. He, therefore, did na ig 
object to that proviſion being made a permanent law of the g. 
land. But to inflict a puniſhment upon a perſon for enliſting Ml din 
himſelf, was not conſonant to the law of nations, though rei, 
they certainly had the power of making it an offence againk ry 
the law of the land. In order to prevent an inyaſion of our 001 
neutrality, it would be ſufficient to prevent foreigners from Ml dec 
recruiting, and there was little danger of our own citizens en» ¶ fro 
liſting, though they hail a right to do fo, according to the la rh 
of nations, except forbidden by a poſitive law. He conclud WM Fr: 
ed, therefore, it would be beſt to enact the law for another \ 
limited time. This legiſlating by the lump, wag not conve- N gen 
nient. This was a long act, and as the ſeſſion, was near à Wert 
cloſe there would not be time for diſcuſſing it ſection by fror 
ſection; the law muſt, therefore, be re- enacted : without un- Nin t 
dergoing much diſcuſſion. If it were to continue in force ler: 
two years longer, it might then be taken up ſection by ſec - Nto t 
tion, and they would fee whether it could not be amended. mer 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, beſides the objections which had been ¶bec: 
made to the act, there was a principle in it dangerous and race 
new. It was the execution of law by military force; not May 
only with reſpect to ſhips or. veſſels, but with reſpect to per- Mtrig: 
ſons who came under this law. He thought this alone would 
be ſufficient to lead them to chuſe rather to enact the lay 
for a limited term, than as a permanent law. It would be 
recollected that this particular occaſioned much diſcuffion 
when the law paſſed, and that it was carried only by a ſmall 


majority. . | et Haba 
Mr. Holland was in favour of the limitation. It had been 
obſerved, he remarked, that experience had ſhewn the lau 
to be a good one; if ſo it would continue to do fo. The gen- 
tleman from Maryland was certain that it was agreeable to 
the fixed law of nations ; it might be ſo, but he ought not to 
wiſh to paſs it without giving gentlemen time and opportu- 
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nity to examine it for themſelves. = 

Mr. Murray believed, if the gentleman from Pennſylvania 
(Mr. Gallatin) would recollect in the caſe of the Britiſh offi- 
cers, they obtained ſome authority from their government . 
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before they entered into the ſervice of Ruſſia; ſo completely 


plary) that no ſtep of that kind would be taken without au- 
thority. | | | 

Mr. M. faid we had the authority of France for this pro- 
vifion by a famous author of that country, written, 114 years 
280, viz. Coldbear. In ſpeaking on the maintenance of Or- 
linances he ſays, that no ſubject of France can, during a fo- 


from a foreign power, though in alliance with that country. 
They had therefore, the examples of both Great Britain and 


France in favour of the regulations in this bill. 


gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. Swanwick) he had en- 
tertained bim ſo agreeably, in paſſing as it were in a circle 
from Pole to Pole, that he was obliged to loſe fight of him 
in the duſt that he himſelf had kicked up. He had wander- 
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to the ſubject; he doubtleſs fancied he was upon ſome com- 


race-horſe 3 he never knew him ſo completely out of the 
way. The gentleman muſt have been thinking upon the 
trigates, or ſome commercial ſcheme, as there was no other 
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thould not attempt to follow him. 


be Mr. Swanwick ſaid, it was no wonderthe gentleman ſhould 
n Wave loſt ſight of him after deſcribing him as turning the 
ole. He could aſſure him he ſhonld not follow him in his 


notice of Coldbear and Valliene, nor into his enquiries of what 
France did during her deſpotic government. And he thought 


to han he was, in going back to the muſty records he had re- 


to Norted to. To tell them what was the practice of France 114 


u- ars ago, was indeed idle; they all knew what a wonderful 


crolution of ſentiment had taken place ſince that time; they 


a lo knew that they had alſo lately treated Vattel, and other 


b- Writers upon the law of nations, ſomewhat roughly. For 
nt fis own part, when he read ſome of theſe works, he thought 


were that people bound up by allegiance to their go- 
vernment (and ſuch a conduct was very patriotic and exem- 


reign war, take or accept a commiſſion from any foreign coun- 
try whatever, without permiſſion being firſt obtained from 
government z but the ordinance, as commented by Yall-ine, 
declares, that no citizen of France fcould take a commiſſion | 


With reſpect to the c-arge brought againſt him by the 


dered abroad ſo widely, that he ſuppoſed he was miſtaken as 


mercial buſineſs. He ſcarcely knew what to think of him; 
becauſe he was generally as cloſe to the pole as a well bred. 


way of accounting for: his wanderings upon this occaſion. He | 


t would be acknowledged, however foreign he might have 
been from the ſubject, he was not farther out of the way 
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the authors of them had ſpent their time to very little pu. 
poſe. He believed we ſhould underſtand the law of nations 
very well, if we had 20 ſhips of the line to back our interpre, 
tation of it; but whilſt we remained without ſhips, we ſhould 
have to receive the law of nations from others. Our citizens 
had been buoyed up with the idea of the liberty and inde. 
pendence of their country; but we had ſeen them plundered 
and enflaved. We had alſo ſeen our peaceable conduct ever. 
laſtingly repaid by injury. He believe the people would, 
| however, begin to think for themſelves. In two years, he 
was of opinion, the people would not aſk what was the opi- 
nion of Coldbear, Vulleine, or Valtel was, but would think 
— AA : „ "57a 
Mr. S. Smith ſaid there was a law on the ſubject, wherein 
it was admitted that our citizens may go into other countries 
to fight if they choſe ; the prohibiting clauſe only went to pre- 
vent them entering into the ſervice of other nations within 
the United States. His colleague (Mr. Murray) was right 
a$ it reſpected Ruſſia, ſome Britzſh officers did this who had 
commiſſions, but ſome he knew had not. How far he wa 
right in his reference to Coldbear, he knew not, but he 
thought it had no force, for he believed the Marquis La 
Fayette, and other French officers who aſſiſted us during the 
war, had no authority from their government to do it. 
Mr. Buck faid it could not be à matter of much conſe 
quence whetherthe amendment took place or not; no one could 
ſay there was any thing inapplicable to our preſent ſituation, 
but it has been ſaid, that there is proviſion in the law which 
may hereafter be continued in force, and therefore, tliere 
was no need to reſtrict it to two years; it could then be re- 
conſidered, for he could not ſee that, according to the ideas 
of ſome gentlemen, it was in the power of the houſe to make 
what they called a permament law to bind any future le- 
giſlature, if he conſidered that, he ſaid he ſhould be againſt 
paſſing any acts, and for repealing this, and leaving its ex- 
tenſion to a future houſe: as he thought it almoſt, if not 
quite impoſſible to look forward and : ſee what would take 
place. He ſuppoſed it always in the power of a legiſlature 
to make, alter, or repeal, as they pleaſed; it might be l 
to their diſcuſſion and judgment, and it they ſaw it not ne- 
ceſſary to extend or limit, it might be left to go on as it now 
is. He could not ſee any inconveniency in the law, nor had 
the gentleman from Pennſylvania convinced him of any, be 


only ſaid it was conſiſtent with the lar of nations, and unde 
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theexiſting circumſtances, of our government. Then if he | 
cannot ſhow why injurious now, why ſhould he anticipate its 

alteration at the end of two years ? Seeing no uſe in the | 
amendment, but the contrary, he ſhould vote againſt it. 

The queftion was: put for continuing the att in force 
two years, inſtead of may permanent, and carried. 

| Ayes 52. . 

The committee roſe and the houſe agreed to the reported 
reſolution, and the bill was ordered for a third reading to- 
S 8 

Mr. S wanwick reported a bill to ſuſpend in part the act 
laying duties on ſnuff and refined ſugar. Committed to the 
whole houſe, to- morr ox. ek | 

Mr. Gallatin then mo ved the reſolution, of which he had 
this day given notice to the houſe, at the end of the appro- 
priation bil. (7 

Mr. Swanwick preſented a petition from Pierre Joſeph 
Flamend for Louis Le Guen of New-York, praying an ex- 
tenfion of the time allowed for receiving drawbacks on goods 
re- exported, on account of a cargo of Indigo conſigned to 
him, but which, by a failure in-the receipt of the Invoice, 
had only lately come to his hand. Referred to the committee 
vf commerce and manufactures. | 

A bill was received: from the Senate entitled a bill to | 
accommodate the Preſident: This bill enacts, “that after = 
the 3d of March next, the Prefident of the United States 
be authorized to cauſe to be ſold, ſuch articles of furniture- 
preſented to him by the United States, as may be decayed, - 
out of repair, or not fit for uſe, the proceeds of the ſaid ſale, | 
and a fum not exceeding 14,000 dollars, to be appropriated 
to the accommodation of the Preſident, to be laid out for 
ſuch articles of furniture as he may direct. Referred to 
the ſame committee of the whole to whom was referred a re- | 
port oh this ſubject. 7, b, "*Y - 

Mr. W. Smith reported a bill tor making an appropriation 
forthe Military and Naval eſtabliſhments for the year 1797.— 
Referred to a committee of the whole to-morrow. "IL | 

Mr. Gallatin called for the order of the day on the bill 
providing certain expences incurred in the infurrection. 
They went into a committee, and reported the fame with- . 
out any amendment, the houſe paſſed it for a third reading 
to-morrow. | | 1 a 

Mr. W. Smith moved that the houſe ſhould go into a 
committee on the huſineſs which would require the galleries to 


* 
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be cloſed, the Speaker accordingly put the queſtion for goin 
into a committee of the whole on the bill to authorize a ne. 
gociation with the Mediteranean Powers, which being carried, 
the galleries were cleared accordingly. 
Alfter the galleries were cleared tlie bill- was agreed to 

with amendments, and ordered for a third reading to- mor. 
row. 

On motion that the houſe come to the following reſ6ltin 
« Reſolved, that the injunction of ſecrecy upon the member 
of this houſe, fo far as relates to that part of the communi 
cation made by the Preſident, by his meſſage of January 
'which has been printed, be taken off, and that all future de. 
bates and proceedings. thereon be had with open doors.” 

A motion was made to inſert after the words be talen 
66 together with the letter of Meſſrs. Barlow and Donaldſon, 
of April 5, 1796. The queſtion on the amendment was 
taken by yeas and nays, loſt 


r 4 
- Nays 65. 
The main queſtion was then taken by yeas and . 
Yeas 50. 
"Nays 36. 


- Adjourned. 
The following report has been obligingly preſented to 
public view by Mr. Livingſton of N ew-York, which he vouches 
the authenticity of. | | | 
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Ae of the Secretary of State, and the Secretary of the Trer 
ſury, relative to the preſent ſituation of affairs with the Dey 
and Regency of Algiers ; accompanying a Confidential Mg. 
ſage from the Preſident of the United Crate, received the 1960 


of anuary, 1797. 


To the Pre efedent of the United ' States, the "FCA 20 re- 
ſpeAfully makes the following brief repreſentation of the EN 
of the United States, in relation to Algiers. 


When Colonel Humphreys left America, in FE 5 I 15 
he was accompanied by Joſeph Donaldſon, Eſq. Who had 
been appointed Conſul for Tunis and Tripoli; and him Col. 
Humphreys was authorized to employ in negociating a trea- 
ty with Algiers ; 3 while he ſhould proceed himſelf to France, 


( 93.0 
for the purpoſe of obtaining the co-operation of that go- 


vernment in this negoctatian. | 17 

They arrived at Gibraltar the 17th of May. Col. Hum- 
phreys concluded that it was expedient for Mr. Donaldſon 
to go firſt to Alicant, rather than Algiers,” in order to be 
near at hand to aſcertain facts and profit of occaſions. He 
gave him inſtructions accordingly z aad having alſo inſtruct- 
:4 Mr. Simpſon, our Conſul at. Gibraltar, ' to renew our 
peace with the Emperor of Morocco, Col. Humphreys ſail- 
ed from Gibraltar the 24th of May, and arrived at Havre 
de Grace, the 26th of June; from whence he ſet off im- 
mediately for Paris. The object of his miſſion was com- 
municated by our miniſter, Col. Munroe, to the committee 
of public ſafety. On the iſt of July he had - received only 
a verbal anſwer, that the French government was diſpoſed 
to intereſt itſelf, and to do every thing in its power, to 
promote the accompliſhment of our wiſhes on the ſubject 
in queſtion. On the 28th, aſſurances were received, that 
immediate meaſures ſhould be taken for giving particular 
inſtructions to the Agents of the Republic, to uſe its influ- 
ence in co-operation with us. The multiplicity of affairs 
with which the officers of the government were occupied, 
and the getting from London a ſum of money neceſſary to 
purchaſe the uſual peace preſents, prevented a concluſiom of 
this arrangement at Paris, until September. It had been 
judged expedient by Col. Humphreys, and Col. Munroe, 
that Joel Barlow, Eſq. - ſhould be employed in the negocia- 
tion with the Barbary States; and his conſent had been ob- 
tained. By the 11th of September, all the writings on the 
part of Col. Humphreys were prepared for Mr. Barlow to 
proceed with the inſtructions and powers from the govern- 
ment of the French Republic, to its agents in Barbary, in 
tayour of our negociations. 1 en 

Col. Humphreys left Paris the 12th of September, and 
reached Havre the 14th, where he foufid the maſter and 
mate of the United States brig Sophia, both ſick with fe- 
rers. While waiting there impatiently for their recovery, 
he received intelligence from our Conful at Marſeilles, that 
Mr. Donaldſon had concluded a treaty of peace with the 
Dey of Algiers, nevertheleſs Col. Humphreys thought it 
expecdlient that Mr. Barlow ſhould proceed with the preſents 
Prepared and preparing at Paris; for if not needed at Al- 
gels, they. would be wanted in the negociation with Tunis 
and Tripoli, wid , nn. | * $76.4 
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About the 5th of October, Col. Humphreys failed from 
Havre, and after a ſtormy paſſage of more than forty ' day: 
arrived at Liſbon the 17th of November, There he found 
Capt. O'Brien, who. had arrived about the iſt of October, 
with the treaty with Algiers. kd 

On the 3d of September, Mr. Donaldſon arrived at Al. 
giers, on the 5th the treaty was concluded, and the peace 
pon immediately given, by a loan. Mr. . Donaldſon 

nowing that funds had been lodged in London, to anſwer 
his ſtipulations, engaged to make the payments in three er 
four months. 2 

Col. Humphreys had received advice, under date of the 
zoth of July, from the Meſſrs. Barings, in London, to 
whom the funds had been remitted, that having made pro- 
E the ſales of the United States ſtock, they ſhould 

old at his diſpoſal the whole of the value of 800,000 dol 
lars, meaning to furniſh by anticipation, the value of tha 
part which remained unfold, if the ſervice of the United 
States required it. Col. Humphreys * the mo- 
ney as always ready, after this period, ſent Capt. O'Brien 
from Liſbon to London, in the brig Sophia, to receive it. 
Owing to contrary winds, - ſhe did not leave Liſbon till the 
24th of December. The other details relative to the pecu- 
niary tranſactions, appear in the report of the Secretary ol 
the Treaſury. 1-8 © 1 

The diſappointments in the pecuniary negociations, put 
the treaty in jeopardy : the Dey threatened to abandon at; 

and it was with extreme difficulty that it was prevented. 
Mr. Barlow did not arrive at Alicant until February 1796, 
where he propoſed to wait the arrival of the funds; but af 
ter a little time, his intelligence from Algiers ſhowing that 
our affairs were in a critical ſituation, he determined to go 
thither immediately, with the hope of ſoothing the Dey. 
He arrived there the 4th of March : they had before pro- 
longed the time to the 8th of April, for the payment of the 
ſtipulated ſums. On the 3d of this month, the Dey de- 
clared what ſhould be his final determination—that in eight 
days Mr. Barlow and Mr. Donaldſon ſhould leave Algiers; 
and if in thirty days after, the money was not paid, thc 
treaty ſhould be at an end, and his cruiſers ſhould bring in 
American veſſels. Under theſe circumſtances, and as 
laſt hope of ſaving the treaty, they were induced to offer 
the preſent of a frigate this fortunately ſucceeded. For the 
particulars of this tranſaction, the Secretary begs leave t 
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:efer the encloſed letter from Meſſrs. Barlow and Donald- 
ſon. | 

Col. Humphreys not deeming himſelf authorized to con- 
firm this promiſe of a frigate, referred the matter to the 
Executive of the United States; and for this end diſpatched 
Capt. O'Brien, in the brig Sophia, to America. There 
was evidently no alternative; and the promiſe was confirmed. 

The frigate is now building in Portſmouth, New-Hamp- 
ſhire, and .is expected to be finiſhed in the ſpring. Capt. 
O'Brien returned to Liſbon, where he arrived on the 
of July. Col. Humphreys had advantageouſly negociated 
bills on London for 225,000 dollars: This ſum was embark- 
ed on board the Sophia, and on the 3d of Auguſt, Capt. 
O'Brien ſet ſail for Algiers. He has not fince been heard 
of; and there is room to fear, that ſome misfortune has 
befallen him. The money was inſured, at a ſmall premium, 
againſt the danger of the ſeas: againſt all riſks they de- 
manded ſo high a premium as Col. Humphreys judged it 
inexpedient to give, ſeeing the Sophia was a veſſel of the 
United States, having a ſpecial paſſport from the Preſident, 
as well as a paſſport in the Turkiſh language, under the 
ſeal of the Dey of Algiers. 

Such arrangements have been made by Mr, Barlow and 
Mr. Donaldſon, at Algiers and Leghorn, as will doubtleſs 
enſure the payment of the 400,000 dollars, originally ex- 
pected from the latter place; and the fame houſe have be- 
come engaged to the Dey and Regency for the reſidue of 
the money due as the price of peace, without which he 
would not agree to the redemption of the captives. 'The 
Secretary of the Treaſury eſtimates theſe further ſums to be 
provided, to fulfil the terms of treaty: 


Dolls, 255,759 
For two years annuities to the Dey, = 99,246 
Lo which are to be added the 10,000 ſequins | 
promiſed by Mr. Barlow and Mr. Donald- 
ton, mentioned in their letter, 18,000 
And the expences of the captives performing 
quarantine at Marſeilles, and tranſportin 
them to America, eſtimated by the Conf 
at Marſeilles, at about | 6,500 


3 7975 . 


On the 31ſt ult. I received a letter from Mr. Barlow 
dated the 12th of July, informing that the agent, Mr. 
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Famin, at Tunis, who had. been recommended to him by 
the French Conſul Hercuhas, had concluded with the 
Bey of that Regency, a truce for fix months, from the L5th 
. of June laſt, and this without any preſents. 
| TIMOTHY PICKERING, 
| Secretary of Stat 
Department of State, January 6 6h, 1797. 


The Anme of the ei in W to dire Bions fog the 
Prefident of the United States, reſpetfully makes the folly. 
ing repreſentation, reſpecting the application of the Funils deſ- 
tined for the execution of the, Treaty with Algiers. 

In purſuance of an act paſſed on "the 21ſt day of Febru- 
ary, 1795, the ſum of 800,000 dollars were borrowed of 
the bank of the United States, which was paid in fix per 
cent. ftock. A conviction of the caſe, and a diſpoſition to 
accommodate the government, alone induced the bank to 
conſent to the loan, as the ſtock was then faleable in large 
quantities, at par, including intereſt. Bills of exchange 
were not readily obtainable, and the ſudden exportation of 
ſo conſiderable a ſum of ſpecie, would have been attended 
with inconvenient effects. Indeed no alternative offered but 
to renounce the negociation, or to remit ſtock as a fund. 

Various cauſes operated to produce a depreſſion of all 
kinds of public ſtock, ſoon after the remittances had been 
made : The rates at which ales * been affected, are as 
follow: 

560,000 dollars; ſold for es. 

ling, - 4. 111,053 13 

230,000 remained unſold at 

date of the lateſt ad- 

. vices, which may be 
eſtimated at 80 per 
cent. or - 434200: -0 a 


$00,000 dollars in ſtock, will 

therefore produce in 2 * 

ſterling money, 154,253 15 3 or dols. 

| | e 685,5 72 22 

Of the ſum of 396,911 37-100 dollars, appro- 
priated tor treaties with Mediterranean pow- 
ers, by the act of May 3iſt, 1796, there 
was an eſtimate for a dehciency on account 


89 the my with Algiers, the ſum of dols. SH 32 
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The whole of the E ts for the Algerine treaty 
0 


may therefore onſidered as equal to an 
cffoftive fund in London, of dels. 736, 704 22 
The expenſes of carrying the __ into effect, 
are eſtimated at — 525,000 | 
To which are to be added, agrecably to Mr. Nen 
Donaldſon's calculation, * per centage on 
the captives, — 2? þ - 29, 
Other n — * 24034 n '90,000 
Amount of money to be paid in . dols. 642,500, 
The expenſe of remitting the ſum laſt mentioned, from 
London to Algiers, according to the beſt eſtimate which can 
be formed, will be as follows: | 
140,000 dollars procured at Le- 
ghorn by bills on Lon- 
don, coſt 4/10'55-100 
ſterling, per dollar,-or 
ſterling - 2 34,110 © © 
260,000 dollars, expected to be 
obtained at 8. will be 65, oO o 


C. 99,110 o o or dols. 


| "HE 440,408 89 
40,000 dollars remitted to | 
Hamburg, coſt ow 
ling, - 4 . 9,200 18 8 or dols. Ri 
| | 6 


225,000 dollars procured at Lil. 
bon, for which drafts 
have been paſſed for | 
ſterling, -. £6 L. 50,007 16 o or 4. 
I" 222 250 5 


605, 0 dollars placed in Le- 
ghorn, Hamburg and 
Liſbon, and ſuppoſed 
to be ſufficient to diſ- 
charge the pecuniary 
obligations of the trea- 7 
ty, will probably coſt — dels. 702,758 81 
ayments made to Col. Hum» - : 
phreys, ſterling, - C. 3,471 © © 
ayment to Capt. OBrien, 31 - 


— * — 
7 * " 
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Sterling, C. 35502 0 0 or dols. 
5 ; 15,564 44 


The naval ſtores ſtipulated by Mr. Donaldſon, 
were eſtimated at 57, ooo dollars, but which, 
agreeably to his enumeration of the articles, 
will coſt, agreeably to the eſtimate of the 
purveyor, marked (A) - - 


N 1247,41 
The freight of the ſaid ſtores is computed at no | 
The expenſe of the frigate lately promiſed, | 

agreeably to the eſtimate of the ſecretary at 20 
war, herewith tranſmitted, (marked B) will be 99,727 5 


* 


The whole expenſe of fulfilling, the treaty ac - 
cording to the eſtimate, therefore is dolt. 992,446 23 
From which ſum the effective value of the pro- 
viſions already made being deducted, as be- 
fore eſtimated - «19%, wag” eee 


- 


| There will remain to be provided, - dots. 25537 59 2, 


The annexed paper marked (C) is a copy of a repreſents 
tion from Meſſrs. Barings and company, to the miniſter of 
the United States in London, dated Auguſt 29th, 1796; 
'the accuracy of which is confirmed by the correſpondence 
| therein referred to; there is therefore no room to doubt but 
that the delays and conſequent accumulation of expenſes, art 
i to be attributed ſolely to the extraordinary events of the wat 
in Europe, and to other cauſes over which the government 
| of the United States have had no controul. 
| By the laſt article of the treaty, the United States are Eft 
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bound to pay an annuity of 12,000 Algeriue ſequins in m- 

ritime ftores; the coſt and freight of the articles required by 0 9 

the Dey for the firſt two years annuity, will, agreeably to n 
the purveyor's eſtimate, marked (D) be dat. 144, 246 63 

From which the appropriation made by the act I 

of May 6, 1796, for two years, being de- __ 

ducted, - . 4388, ooo X 

Ts at 8 

There will remain to be provided on this ac» . 

Fhiſ 

count the ſum of 2 - - 96,2460 | 

: 4 


1 ) 


- whit _ Vore OLC S JUN. 


85 3 the Treaſu 
Treaſury Department, 7 E 
Fan. 4, 1797. 


a2 
An eflimate of the probable of of the articles 1 the Algerine 
reaty. 
500 barrels powder, 2 at 15/, J. 1,500 
66 tons of lead, - Jol, _*o 2,640 
20,000 cannon ball, - 3 — 2,760 
5,000 double headed ſhot, - - — * 590 
200 pieces of canvas, - 1,100 
2 000 gun barrels, = * 2,000 
50 maſts, -+- 3:10-5:18 7 106k F. ooo 
100 ſpars, 8 92 — 4,0 
10 cables and adap 45 tons, 10,575 
3,000 pine and oak * 1 thick and 5 50 feet 
long, 9,000 
2,000 barrels of tar, ad; at 2 he „ 200 
200 pieces of ſcantlin q, - 540 
100 — of pitch, r of — 150 
10 cannon, & ce. 11 oo 
45 46,655 


Equal to Dab 124.413 
TENCH FRANCIS, LON 


(B) | | 
Eſtimate of the ſum neceſſary to build and equip a frigate to 
carry 36 guns, for the dey of Algiers. Ton which is added an 
eſtimate of navigating the to Algiers. 
Carpenter's bill for building the bull, launching 
the ſame, together with a complete ſet. of 
maſts and yards, per ton, — dul. 45 
Joiners, ſmiths, plumbers, boat-builders, cary-. 
ers, coopers, block-makers, ſail-makers, rig- 


gers and rigging, with — s bill, 55 


Dec. 29, 1796. 


Ship complete, of 538 tons at 22 ton 100 dol- 
lars, is - -  . $3,800 
Copper ſheathing, 7 1 " 45118 40 


anon, - - - - 8,428 69 


Copper pintles and braces, n 1,240 
Powder, ſhot, and other W flows | 13,551 | 
40 men, including officers, their pay _ — 0 
ence for 5 months, | 8,589 
Contingencies, 1 8 rr 0, 
5 1 
Cad Nenn ak 1 Nom Sony Dol. 3 
| a fe 26th De. 1796. v0 * dd 
; "> * | ed i, 6 442:0 Wes 
ob- „ ———»— L 6 200 
ii oy = + e3yNL. 10 e, OVgy 
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In the execution of the bulineſs with which Baring and 
Co. have been entruſted, they have communicated to Mr. 
Pinckney, from time to time, every material cireumſtance 
which has otcurred ; but, as the preſent poſition is extremch 
critical and important, they will — to ſtate as conciſe 
- narrative as poſſible, from the commencement of the hul- 
nels, for the canſideratien and determination of Mr. King. 

The 7th March, 1795.) THE . preſident of the ban 
remit to Baring and Co. dols. 800,000. in certificates of fix 
per cent. ſtock, with orders to ſell the ſame without cauſing 
a "depreſſion in the prices and thus injuring the credit. of 
American funds. The net proceeds, after deducting the 
uſual commiſſions, are to be held at the diſpoſal of Colonel 
David Humphreys; and we are directed to inform Colonel 
Humphreys of the progreſs we may make, from time to tim 
in the ſales of the ſtock, and alſo of the terms upon which 
remittances can be made to Cadiz and Leghorn.— This con 
tains nearly the whole of our orders, or at leaſt the whole 
of what we conceive to be neceſſary for the informatioꝶ of 
Mr. King, in the preſent moment; 1 further letters from 
America being almoſt. wholly anſwers to our numerous let. 
ters, and do not contain a ſyllable of dee with 
regard to our conduct, but the reverſe. e 

[31ſt March, :1795.] Col. Humphreys writes from Phila- 
delphia, that we would furniſh him with information, affiſt- 
ance, &c. directed to him at Liſbon. 

[28th April, 1795. ] We wrote very fully to Colonel Hums 

reys; the letter contained every information relative to he 
probable ſale of the ſtoek, and the various means by w 
he could execute Ris col nikon — London, Liſbon, 


Cadiz, and Italy in general. : 


( fon } 


[19th May, 1795.] We wrote ſtill more fully, in anſwer 
to his letter of the 3 iſt of March, wherein we offered to 
anticipate a conſiderable ſum, on the value of the effects in 
our hands, for which there was no demand at the moment. 
We explained to him the value of the Italian coins, thoſe 
of ſpain being well known : mentioning that it was eaſter to 
procure money at Leghorn, where there was no reſtraint, 
than at Cadiz, where dollars were more plentiful; but the 
exportation was excluſively in the bank of St. Charles, from 
whom it was difficult to obtain permiſſion. ' That we could 
procure any quantity in London, to which we added the 
names of our correſpondents at the different places, offering 
every ſervice in our power, direct or indirect. | 

[18th May, 1795:] Colonel Humphreys adviſes his arrival 
at Gibraltar. 2 eb AF : | 
[21ſt July, 1795.] We adviſe Colonel Humphreys that we 
ad ſold 300,000 dollars; that we were ready to pay too, ooo 
o his order; and if he wanted a farther ſum, we deſired 
to be informed. : | 
[27th July, 1795.] Col. Humphreys direQs us to pay 
40,000 dollars to Mr. Doas, for Mr. Andrews, which was 
mmediately complied with, by a credit on Hamburg for that 
_ Hs © | | ; 
[30th July, 1795.] We inform Colonel Humphreys that 
aving made fiirther progreſs in our ſales, we ſhould hold 
he =. ira of the value of the 800,000 dollars at his diſpoſal ; 
eaning to furniſh, by anticipation, the value of that part 
hich remained at that time unſold, if the ſervice of the 
nited States required it. pt TIER 
[28th Nov. 1795.] Is the next letter from Col. Humpreys, 
nd the commencement of our difficulties :—he informs us 
hat he ſhould ſend the Sophia, for the purpoſe of receiving 
fortugal gold and Spanith dollars in London, to the amount 
t 650,000 Spaniſh dollars. He further opens credit in fa- 
our of Meſſrs. Dohrman of Liſbon, which were punctually 
aid, aud he defires remittances on Liſbon, which, from 
le ſcarcity of paper at the time, was effected to a very tri- 
ng amount. a | . 
This letter was followed and confirmed by others from 
olonel Humphreys, dated the 16th,” 22d and 24th Decem- 
r, of a ſimilar tenor, or very nearly ſo, and the arrival of 
e brig Sophia from Liſbon. . 
Although Colonel Humphreys has not mentioned to u 
e reaſons for this proceeding, we may impute it to the ad- 
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vice contained in our letter of the 19th of May, and indecd 
to the well known facility with which a ſum of that deſcrip- 
tion could be procured in London, of Spaniſh dollars, hay. 
ing. ourſelves never experienced the leaſt difficulty in diſap- 
pointment, for large ſums. i en 149 2 
Tad Dec. 1795.] We anſwered theſe letters, adviſing 
Colonel Humphreys of the impoſlibility to. procure Portugal 


i 
1 


1 
gold, none having been received for many years. Of the ( 
extraordinary turn which had appeared with regard to bul. W : 

lion, in confequence of the immenſe drains upon this:coun- ( 
try, for carrying on the war, and which has finally compelled 
the miniſter to abandon his favourite project of a ſecond loan WM | 
to the emperor z but as the difficulty had only began to-ap. W i 
pear, we hoped that with ſome delay, we ſhould be able to e 
collect the dollars for the purpoſe” of executing the arders uU 


of Colonel Humpheys. | e 25h 
_ [15th Jan.-1796:] Finding it impoſſible to procure gold, 
and no ſilver arriving, we ſubmitted the whole of the orders 
and correſpondence to Mr. Pinckney, when it was deter- 
mined to purchaſe fuch filver as might arrive; but, at all 1. 
events, to detain the Sophia, which could not be wrong, p! 
as the weſterly winds would have prevented her failing. an 
In the mean while we wrote to Meſſrs. Pariſh and Co. of ( 
Hamburg, to know whether Portugal gold or Spaniſh dollars WW ph 
could be obtained: in that place. r bra 
- [January 19, 26,.— February 2, 12, 1796.] Are letters I did 
we wrote to Colonel Humphreys, wherein we acquaint” him I on 
with our proſpects, from time to time, that Pariſh and Co. IE but 
gave us reaſon to hope for the execution of a part of the IO nih 
order, but that no ſilver had arrived in London. A for 
February 16, 1796.] Having determined, with the ap- 1 
probation of Mr Pinckney, to ſend the Sophia to Hamburg, 
in conſequence of the encouragement of Meſſrs. Pariſh and WW mu! 
Co. on applying to Capt. Crandon, he obſerved that it was WW and 
contrary to his inſtructions, which were to return to Litbon: WW info 
and as conſiderable doubts exiſted about proceeding to Ham- (. 
burg, Mr. Pinckney declined: giving a poſitive order to Capt. WW Iſt, 
Crandon, which proved fortunate, as immediately after ad- Wand 
vice was received from Meftrs. Pariſh and Co. that the co-W ve | 
lars * had in view had been purchaſed. | | 
On this occaſion, and under this date, we wrote to Col 
Humphreys, by the brig Sophia, and by the packet, acquaint 
ing him with our diſappointment in toto; which we accour 
panied, at the intimation of Mr. O Brien, with letters d 
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credit on Madrid and Cadiz and, in order to finiſh this part 
of the ſubject, as a juſtification for permitting the Sophia 
to return, we ſhould obſerve, that if ſhe had b. been detained 
for ſix months, we could not have procured one half of the 
quantity of Spaniſh dollars required. 

[March iſt, 1796.] We adviſe Colonel Hunphroye;: that 
we had received a large ſum in bills, drawn from Leghorn, 
on the Britiſh government, being for money ſent to Algiers, - 
and which appeared afterwards to be for « wan of che 
Corſican priſoners. 

[March 22, 29, 1796. ] Are ſworn to n from: Col. 
Humphreys, relative to our accounts, chiefly dated 27th 
February, and gth March, which we do not notice, con- 
cluding that he was ſatisfied, as nothing appears in reply to 
us; but as there was reaſon to fear the buſineſs could not be 
executed in Spain, the government there refuſing a licence, 
notwithſtanding the endeavours of Meſſrs. Joyes and Sons, 
aided by the American miniſter or reſident. 

[April 1ſt, 1796.] We wrote to Meſſrs. Fonnereaus of 
Leghorn, not only to open the neceſſary credit, but to ex- 
plain to them, in a full and confidential manner, the nature 
and extent of our preceding diſappointments; requeſting 


(with the approbation of Mr. Pinckney and Colonel Hum- 


phreys) that they would — to Algiers ſuch information 
as ſhould ſatisfy the Dey, that the delay in paying the money 
did not ariſe from the want of funds, credit or endeavours 
on the part of the United States, but muſt be ſolely attri- 
buted to the political convulſions in Europe, which had an- 
nihilated the ufual A or modes of E che coin 
for the purpoſe. 5 
It is unneceſſary to quote dates of letters, as there appears 
but one opinion on the ſubject, namely, « that the buſineſs 
mutt finally be done at Leghorn,” and both Mr. Pinckney 
and colonel Humphreys recommend moſt earneſtly, that the 
information alluded to ſhould be conveyed to Algiers. | +. 
[29th April, 1796.] Fonnereau” anſwer our letter of the . 
it, promiſing to follow the orders of colonel Humphreys, | 
and that —— would communicate to _—_— —_— thing 
we had deſired. 
\ (17th June, 1796.] Fonnereau adviſe the Helivery- to 
them, on that day, of the orders from colonel Humphreys, 
to pay to the order of Mr. Donaldſon, 400,000 Spanith 
mille i dollars, which they acquaint him ſhall be ener 
complied witu. 


r —  — — 


bt 1 


[19th June, 1796. Mr. Norialdſon acquaints' Meftrs, 
Fonnereau, that he fhould accept the ſum ; and on;a meet, 
ing between them and , the price of the dollars, 
with that of agio, was ſettled to the ſatisfaction of 

[June 2oth, 24th, 179d. ] Fonnereau drew for what mo- 
ney they could procure, and on the 24th, write, « encloſed 
you. have. Mr. Donaldſon's * for 140, ooo dollars, paid 
. to him by order of colonel umphreys: thig buſineſs might 
haye been completely finiſhed by our giving to Mr. Donald. 
ſon bills on you, of on Hamburg, for the remaining 260, ooo 
dollars, which - offered to negotiate for him; and 
to give him a receipt for the whole 400,000 dollars, which 
he engaged to ſhip to Algiers ; but a certain diffidence on 5 
his fide would not permit him'to ſign receipts. to us, for more 
than he had abſolutely received in caſh.“ 

June 27th, 179963 The French entered Legions and 


Fonnerrau embarked on Baard an Engliſh frigate. - T 
[July 15th, 1796] Mr. - Donaldſon draws on us for the D 
ſum of dollars '10,000,— -under the fame date, en- 
quires about Mr. Donalſon's credit on us, and whether we 
have orders for more than dollars 400,000. rec 


This queſtion leads to a ſtate of the account, with an MY ult 
eſtimate of the effects in our hands. Of the original ſum | 
ſent to us, we haye only ſold 560 m. dollars, the price hav. is! 
ing fallen;at-one time ſo low as 82, and believing that. go- I pre 
vernment would feel reluctant to ſell under go we had de- ] 


termined to anticipate on, the value of the iner, Wath wait» ing 

ng for our reimburſement in the due time. mo 
Ihe 360 m. dollars above, have produced 65 11 17055 I 
Some part was fold Above go per cent and exc 

- none below that rice, which leaves circe 3/1 14 N | goc 
per dollar. . dray 
The preſent price 18 86, with litile demand; can! 
ſuppoſe the remaining 240 m. dollars produce I 
Io per dollar, the amount will be 45,000 ſelve 

; — I (wh 
Total amount of ſales and effects, L: 156,053 * 

— lired 


' 


| The great Aae don in the nominal dollars ariſes from nat. 
the "remittances being made in funds which fell at 10 per tent 
* cent. under par, and the payments being made in foreign cen 
money, at a rate very much above par, — that of Leghorn in bufir 
particular has advanced 16, 18 per cent. above what jt wasWtlcir 
not a long while ſince. | | becuf 
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Our payments are as follow. ' ft dh 
Credit on Hamburg, en 40 m. . 9002 


1 


Drafts on Dohrman, - , o, oo) 
Remittances to Col. Humphreys, — 35036 
His draf* 12th of AY —— 435 
Paid O'Brien, 2 0:6: 
Paid ſundry perſons, * the dividends © n 5 
ſtock ſold, 4 - 26497 
Dollars 140 m. paid by Mr. Donaldſon, v we | 
calculate OE 10 $5-100 each - 34, 110 
N 7 L- 99,118 


Suppoſe the remaining dollars no 1 m. which 
includes Mr. Donaldſon's drafts, calculate 
at the ſame rate, the amount will be, at / 0 22 


Total amount of payments, N | 164,118 


Ditto of ſales and le, J gf : 156,053 


The ſum of 4 2,497 paid for us by dividends, will be 
received again by us from America, and of courſe, appear 
ultimately to the credit of the United States. 

Under all the circumſtances which have been ſtated, it 
is ſubmitted to Mr. King,—what . tip be done in * 
preſent moment? 


Mr. Fonnereau ſays, that reliance may be had 3 


ing conveyed to Algiers the information requeſted; and 
moreover, that it will be thoroughly ſatisfactorq at at that place. 

In the preſent ſituation of Leghorn, there is in fact, no 
exchange z and the drafts of Mr. Donnaldſon muſt be ne- 
gociated W Italians, moreover know, that bills 
frawn from Leghorn, ſubſequent to the entry of the French, 
cannot be paid in London, without a licence. &c. 

Baring and Co. can have no difficulty with regard to them- 
ſelves 3 they are directed to hold the proceeds, or value 
(which they conceive to. be equally the intention of the 
United States) at the diſpoſal of Colonel Humphreys, who 
directs them to pay dollars 400,000 to the orderof Mr. Do- 
nalſon, which will be punctually complied with, to the ex- 
tent of ſales, and value of what remains, under a proper 
licenſe z But that zeal which has induced them to follow this 
buſineſs into foreign parts, without any other motive for 
their ſo doing, induces them to ſubmit the difficulties which 
becur with regard to the actual poſition of Leghorn, —1 


* 


* 
— — —Y il. —— .c_—t tt. ct... 
2 — —— „ _— 2 _ 


(. 606 } 


doubt whether the buſineſs can be executed from thebce, 21 
preſent, — and {till more, the defalcation which muſt ariſe 
ſpecting the. funds, to the conſideration of Mr. King, for 

bes better judgment, and which they truſt, will ſerve as an 

logy for the detail with which they now trouble him. 

- off 156,053 Sales and ſuppoſed lee. e e © 


2,497 n A . 
158,5 0 ln MI Ad big: Path. 
Deficient, . Mr. Donalſon can ne- 


55568 
— gociate the remaining dollars 266 m. at 
5/. thoſe of Mr. Fonnereau having coſt 
4/. 10 55 100. 
as alt 1 „ 44. „ 7 
>< Jo deal. © ww 2677 ALT ; 2 
29th Augyſ, 1796. * y 
3 
* Eſtimate of the probable coſt and freight of the maritime 
— Stores neceſſary for paying the firſt and ſecond. years an- 
' nuities to the Dey and Regency eralgcns, 10 


bild. 


1000 Barrels of powder, | £ 15, 00 
4000 Pine and oak plank, | 6, ooo n 
43000 Pine boards „% ne 4,50 
2000 Pipe ſtaves, - on ek Soca! 
100 Dozen long tar bruſhes, „ ο⏑0¹˙ 
34 Cables, 80 tons 10,800 
10 Coils white rope, 21,200 bb. 500 
5 Tons yarn, 4 975 
100 Bolt of, canvaſs, * 5504 
3 Tons lead. 0 Ce 120 
.' 55. Tons ſpikes, N 35597 10 
2000 Bomb ſhells; <= 1 a] 650 
ee? 5 42,842 10 


* 


Equal to dollars, 1 14,246 63 ie 100 
To tranſport the above to Algiers, e 30, o00 We 


Dollars. 
4 'TENCH FRANCIS, Purveyor: 
- 29th December 1796. 


1445246 63 hd No 


folly 
aac 


= oy CO 


oft 


a4: 
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| Weddiſtday, February 222. % 

The bill for the regulation of the compenſation of Clerks: 

The bill for advaneing the — of the nn a 

The Appropriation bill; 

The bill for defraying expences incurred on account” of the 
Weſtern Inſurrection, and for allowing nnn . 
jurors, Witneſſes, &cc. 

A bill to continue in force an act for the puniſhment of 
certain crimes, againſt the United States ä 

Were ſeverally read the third time and paſſe. 

The bill for making appropriations to defray the expence 
of Negociations with Mediterranean Powers, was allo, read 
the third time. 


The proviſions of his act, (which has been the fade o 


the various diſcuſſions which have lately taken E. F — 
cloſed galleries) are to the following effeck: 

« That the Preſident of the United States be, and he'is 
hereby authoriſed to apply a' ſum not exceodin; 2555759 
dollars and 3 cents, to the Expences which may have been 
incurred in any negociations with Mediterranean Powers, 
beyond the ſums heretofore appropriated; and that the ſaid 
ſlum of 255,759 dollars and 3 cents, be, and the fame is 
hereby appropriated for that purpoſe; and th at a further 
ſum not exceeding 96, 246 dollars and 63 cents, be and the 
lame is hereby appropriated for diſcharging the two firſt years 
annuity to the Dey and regency of Algiers, purſuant to treaty, 
in addition to the ſam appropriated for that E by tue 
act of the ſixth of May, 1796.“ 


On the queſtion being put that the bill 4 paſs,- Mr. | 


Greenup ſaid he never liked the bill in anyſh-ape whatever, 
he would therefore expreſs it now, he then called for — 
Leas and Nays, which were taken as follow 5 54 


YEAS. | 

Fiſner Ames, Matthew Locke, 
abraham Baldwin, Samuel Lyman, 

[ heophilus Bradbury, James Madiſon, 

Nathan Bryan, Francis Malbone, 
W/:niel Buck, John Milledge, 
Den nley Burges, Andrew Moore, 

U. lomas Claiborne, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 
ſolhua Coit, John Nicholas, , 


aac Coles, Alexander D. Orr, 
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William Cooper, John Page, 


James Davenport, Joſiah Parker, 
Henry Dearborn,  '- Eliſha R. Potter, 
— Dent, John Richards, ) 
George Ege Robert Rutherford, 
William Fadey, luohn 8. Sherburne, 

Dwight Foſter, | Samuel Sitgreaves, = 
Jeſſe Franklin, *'  Tompſon J. Skinner, es 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Jeremiah Smith, 

Albert Gallatin. Nathaniel Smith, 

Ezekiel Gilbert, Ifrael Smith, 
Henry Glen, Iſaac Smith, 
Chauncey Goodrich, Richard Sprige, 3 jun. 
Roger Griſwold, Thomas Sprigg 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Zephaniah Swift, 
Carter B. Harriſon, ___ George Thatcher, 
Thomas Hartley, _ Richard Thomas, 
Jonathan N. Havens, Mark Thomſon, l 
Themas Henderſon, Phillip Van Cortlandt, 
William Hindman, Joſeph B. Varnum, 
Aaron Kitchell, Peleg Wadſworth, and 
John Wilkes Kittera, I nee = 
George Leonard, 
NAY S. 
David Bard, Andrew Jackſon, 
Thomas Blount, George Jackſon, 
Samuel J. Cabel}, . William Lyman, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, ' Samuel Maclay, 
John Clopton, Nathaniel Macon, 
James Gilleſpie, William Strudwick, 
Chriſtopher Greenup, ' John Swanwick, 
John Hathorn, Abraham Venable, and pinic 
John Heath, Richard Winn. 19 MK On 
James Holland, . | dditi 


On motion of Mr. Gallatin, the title was chin to smn 
bill to authorize the Pretident of the United States to applyMt th 
further ſums ro defrav the expenses of the negoctation withÞ2tio! 
the Dey and Regenec Jo e | n, w. 

Mr. Wadſworth hy from the Marſhal c "ty f 
the Diſtrict of Main: for AG 1044 2022 2: mpenſation. Re- r. C 
ferred to the Attornn | | ohe! 


( , 9" ) 


Mr. Dwight Foſter from the Committee of Claims, made 
report on the. petition of Sarah Fenton, widow, of I. Fen- 


. 


Committee of the whole to-morrow. | 
Mr. Harper moved .the cor | reſolutions :_ 
Reſolved, That the Secretary of 
to lay before Congreſs, annually, until the year one thouſand 
{ven hundred and ninety- eight, a ſtatement of the amount 
of duties and drawbacks L 


On motion of Mr. Gallatin, 


* 


Widition to an act for granting certain lands to John Cleyes 


«4 


pp 
with 


al 0 


ymmes and his aſſociates 3 when Mr. Coit moved to {Erik 
ut the firſt ſection. His object, he ſald, was to gain Ihför- 
ation, particularly with reſpect to the ſurvey. Mr. Galla- 
n, who was chairman of the committee who made the re- 
"rt, gave a conciſe hiſtory of the buſineſs, which ſatisfied 


. Coit, he withdrew his motion, and the bill was ordered 


- 


ohe read a third time to-morrow. 


4 H 


ton, which was. againſt the petitioner, and referred to the 


the Treaſury be directed 


1 


the Houle took 4 the bill in : 
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The particulars of this buſineſs, as nearly 2s we git rec: il * 
leck, ars a8 follow: John Cleves Spmimes and bis afſociates, fl | 
entered into a contra with the United States in the yer Wl d 
1739, fora million acres of land in 8 weſtern tern. . 
tory, at a time when the geogra hy of that cbuntry was 7 | 
well underſtood. The tract RF ts extend 20 mig hg ſi 
Great Miami to the little Miami; but when this Iine tame to 
be meaſured, it was found that it cut the Little Miami in i }, 
ſeveral places on land which had been reſerved by Virginia 15 
at the ceſſion of this territory to the United States. Ir 
Symmes was down in the country before he knew the line 
thus drawn would thus cut into the lands of Virginia. Tbe Wi the 
firſt thing he did was to take poſſeſſion of the country which 
is between Fort Waſhington and the Little Miami, and to 
ſell as much as he could of it. General Sinclair, the G0. 
vernor of that Territory, threatened to drive Mr. Symme 
and the ſettlers off this territory to which he had ho Tight. 
The innocent ſettlers, who had purchaſed the la nd of 1 
Symmes, ſent forward repreſentations of their caſe to th: 
Preſident, which, together with the repreſentations of the 
Governor, produced an act to change the dare 
the purchaſe, which was paſſed April 12, 1792. This 5 
| deſcribes the boundary line of the tract of land to bets 
tween the two Miamis arid the Ohio. Mr. Ludlow v 
fent to ſurvey it in 1793, when it was found that inſtead'd 
there being one million of acres there were only 943 
Thich was duly ſurveyed, and the ſur vey lodged in the ' Ine 
fry office on the 1oth January 1794. Here aroſe the fil 
difficulty. The act paſſed to change the boundary line con 
"Abt take place without the, conſent of Mr. Symmes. "Ui... 
- conſequent, the law was ſaid to be enacted at the requieſtnl menc 
2 Nr. Symmes. f 1 179 45 Mr. S. had not made any requel motic 
- conſequently the law was a nullity. He might at that tim repor 
Have faid, he would not have the land upon any other that dis 
the original contract, and that it was the buſineſs of the Unit N 
ed States to make up the deficiency; and, if he had ſo 20, gon. 
ed, it is probable Congreſs would have been obliged to bar the P 
found him one million of acres of land agreeably to his cht meet. 
tract; but, at that time, lands were not raifed to ſo high? ingly 
price a#they were now, and Mr. S. did not think it necethn 
o avail himſelf of his contract. On the 11th April, 1796 
a petition was preſented'in his name, ſtating, that from ® 


7 


advance in the price of certificates, reſulted the impoMbili 


of fulfilling his contract, and prayed that an abatement might 


( 6 95 


be made in the price of the land. On the 27th Sept. 1794, 
inſtead of ſaying he would nat abide by the new houndaty, 
ke requeſts an alteration may be made in the houndary.— 
Notwithſtanding this requeſt, Mr. 8. now ſays, he did not 
know any thing of the ſurvey, though more than nine month: 
ſince it was made. At firſt ſight, it would be ſuppoſed the 
contract was void for want of fulfillment; but as he ſays he 
never received from the public à counterpart of the contract 
(though it is generally ſuppoſed he had in ſome way got poſ- 
ſeſſion of a copy) but no proof exiſting of it, the claim was 
not forfeited. A circumſtance was mentioned which ſeemed 
to convey a ſtrong ſuppoſition that Mr. S. was acquainted with 
the ſurvey. The day following the requeſt he had made for 
the new boundary, was iflued to him a patent for 300, ooo 
acres, referring to that ſurvey, Mr. S. now objects to the 
releaſement which was given of his firſt purchaſe as not being 
complete. It was ſtated that he had taken poſſeſſion of land 
to which he was no way entitled. The neceſſity of the act 
being immediately paſſed appeared from an advertiſement 
(which Mr. Gallatin read from a.newſpaper of that country) 
inviting perſons to come and purchaſe, under an afſurance 
that his original purchaſe would be completed. Mr. G. faid 
that he had been offered ſome part of the .land at a dollar 
an acre, he was informed that it would ſell for two to ſettlers. 
Mr. G. ſaid he knew it to be very capital land, and if the 
450,000 acres, which remained, would ſell for 900,000.dol- 
lars, whilſt he only gave 300,000 for the whole, he would 
have made a good bargain. * nt 
On motion of Mr. Harper, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into 
a committee of the whole, on the report of a ſelect commit- 
tee on the reſolution from the Senate reſpecling certain a- 
mendments to the conſtitution, which having been read, a 
motion was made for the committee to riſe, ſtating that the 
report was important—that the. noiſe from without, and the 
diſpoſition which there ſeemed to be in members to at- 
tend to buſineſs [the noiſe alluded to was the firing of.can- 
non, drums beating and fifes playing, in commetnoration of 
the Preſident's birth day] it was doubtful whether, it would 
— with proper attention. The committee roſe accord - 
g. n ay 
Mr. Livingſton reported a bill in addition to an act for 
the relief and protection of American ſeamen, which was 
referred to a committee of the whole. , 


| 
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to be conſidered as Charge des Affaires from May, 1782, to 


+ tide 


On motion of Mr. 8. Smith, the Houſe took up the bill 
for. regulating the compenſation of collectors, &c. at the port 
and harbours of the Unijcil Stath when after having part. 
ly gone through the ſame, a motion was made and carried to 

. Durſday, February 23. 
. Mr. Livingſton prefented a petition from the Cuſtom- 
Houſe bargemen of New-York, praying for an increaſe of 


f, vt 


ſalary. | of FR 

Alſo a petition from Reuben Smith, of New- Vork, praying 
for a drawback upon beef and pork, landed in a foreign coun- 
try, but for the doing of which à regular bond had not been 
entered into the cuſtom-houſe. The firſt lay upon the table, 
and the laſt was referred to the committee of commerce and 
manufactures. . Nee 

A report was received from the Secretary of State on the 
memorial of Antonio Carmichael, widow of the late William 
Carmichael, praying for compenſation for her Tate huſband': 
ſervices-as Charge des Affaires to the court of Spain. The 
Hecretary reported it as his opinion that Mr. Carmichaelought 


April 1790, and that his widow ſhould have been paid or 
that ſervice 1000, ſterling a year, and 81,000 dollars for ex- 
traordinary ſervices. The report was referred to a commit. 
tee of the whole to-morr o. e. AH 
Mr. Swanwick, from the committee of commerce and ma- 
nufactures, reported a bill making an appropriation for the 
proſecution of the claims of cur citizens for property captur. 
ed by the belligerent powers. Referred to a Committee 6 
the whole to-motrow. IE SEEN 
Alſo, a ort on the petition of Joſeph Fl:mend, in be. 
Half of Louis le Guen, on the ſubject of an allowance 0 
drawback for 12 caſks of indigo, which had not been re-ex- 
ported in due time. The report was favourable. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Coit, who was not perfectly ſatisfie ] with reſpel 
to the deciſion, a deciſion was poſtponed till tomorrow. 
: Alſo, a report on the petition of North and Veley « 
Charleſton, South Carolina, praying for a reimburſement d 
duty on ce:tiin ſugar deſtroyed by the late fire. The cat 
appcars to have bcen this. North and Veſey were age 
tor the French privateer, which brought in the Engli 
prize ſhip, Amity, the cargo of which was prohibited . 
the admiralty from being ſold; but the veſſel not proving 
re- worthy, permiſſien was given to land the cargo, Lea 


* 


was alſo aſked to re- export it, which was at firſt refuſed, 
but afterwards granted; but, in the mean time, the late 
fire happened, and 52 bhds. of the ſugar were conſumedy 


and the Collector ſeized the rum to pay the duties upon the 


ſugar conſumed. The committee reported it as their ofi- 
nion, that as the gaods were not permitted to be fold, no 
duty ought to have been charged upon them, and recom- 
mended that a bill ſhould be brought in to grant relief to 
the petitioners. Referred to a committee of the whole to- 
morrow. M dees 0 45 = 
Alſo, a report upon the. petitions of ſundry manufacturers 
of ſoap and candles, of manufacturers of cordage, and of 
Stephen Addingtonz:calico-printer, who ſeverally prayed for 
regulations in their favour with reſpect to duties and draws 
backs. The manufacturers of ſoap and candles labour un- 
der diſadvantages. from no drawback being allowed upon 
ſoap and candles manufactured from foreign tallow, though 
there be a drawback” allowed on foreigtt candles when re- 
exported. © The committee mentioned three modes of re- 
medying the grievance ;z the firſt by taking off the duty on 
tallow imported; the ſecond by refuſing-a drawback to fo- 
reign joap and candles revexported ; the third allowing a 
drawback on foap and candles manufactured from foreign 


'tallow, "The: firit mode was preferred - but from various 


conſiderations they thought it beſt to deter making dny re- 
gulations with reſpect to the buſineſs this ſeflion. Similar 
reaſons influenced the ſame concluſion with reſpect to the 


other petitions. The report was referred to a committee of 


the whole to-morrow.” = 5 

The bill in addition to an act for granting certain lands 
to J. C. Syrames, was read a third time and paſſed. 

The Treaſurer of the United States tranſmitted his Spe- 
cie Account for the quarter ending Dec. 31. e 
On motion of Mr. Harper the houſe then went into com- 
mittee on the bill laying additional taxes on articles im- 
ported, Mr. Dent in the chair. N52 ne 

Mr. Harper ſaid, he had moved, in à former ſtage of this 
buſineſs that one cent ſhould be ſubſtituted on brown ſugar, 
inſtead of half a cent; that motion had been rejected; but 
he ſuppoſed many gentlemen had voted againſt it, becauſe 
they thought another, and, in their view, a preferable mode 
would be adopted this ſeſſion; that not being to be brought 


ferward, he had now thought to renew the propoſition. 


There had been great difference of opinions en the ſubject 


% 
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; 400,000 dollars, and it was preſumed, the preſent wotkld: be 


mitted on our trade by the French 


(._ _ } 

of additional revenue: ſome gentlemen had ſaid it chuld be 
done without, while others thought an increaſc abſolutel) 
neceſſary to ſupply th8{current warti : it was indecd f pre- 
dominant opinion at one time that it was wanted but thay 

of thoſe gentlemen now thought 4 very little might fully 
anſwer the demand. The laſt idea, he preſumed, wa 
founded on the ſuppoſition that the revenue of the preſeiſt ye 
would be as productive as the laſt. They were inſttmed 
that the duties of the year 1796 exceeded thoſe of 1½3, 


ex 

pences of 1798 were to be paid out af the duties colleſted in 

1797, which revenue is quite uncertain, and from tut 
cauſes: the great fall of American produce in the European 
markets, which, in almoſt all articles, our merchants; hape 
felt to amount to, from go-to 40 per cent. Such a loſs myſt 

de ſeverely felt. Secondly, The great depredations com- 
Republic during the pre- 

ſent ycar more than the year 1796, was another ſerious in- 
jury to our revenue. The revenues received in 1796, which 

aroſe from the importations of 1795, were very little injured 
by Britiſh ſpoliations, theſe having taken place in 1793 and 
1794. The receipts of 1795, from the importations of 1 794, 
were affected, but thoſe of 1796 were not, as in 1795 our 


adequate to the laſt; but it was td be obſerved, that 


produde bore a very high price in Europe, and found a res. 
dy market, either of which would prevent the ſmall depre 
dations committed from affecting the re venue that year, and 
that not having been ſo much applicable to 1796, the reve- 


nue of 1797 would not be ſo productive, at leaſt it might be 


fairly conceived ſo. In addition to this, great part of the 


capital of our merchants has been detained in foreign .cour- 
tries. By this capture we know that it has been the caſe to 
take the cargo of our veſſels, and draw bills for this. cargo, 


-ſome few of thoſe drawn-at the commencement of ithis prac- 


tice have been paid, but a great part not. The amount af 
property ſo captured was computed at 4 or 5 million-do- 
lars, and this, though it did not much affect 1796, will ma 
terially affect 1997. For theſe reaſons it would plainly be 
ſeen, that the revenue of the preſent year, which was forthe 
ſervice of the year 1798, could not nearly equal. that of 1996 
for the ſervice of the current year. 

I this be fo, faid'Mr. Harper, the whole foundation or 


which gentlemen build their opinion, without additional a0 


will be taken away, and their ſchemes" fall to the »groutd. 


i 
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He meant only to ſhow gentlemen the precarious nature ot 
commerce at preſent, this thoſe very gentlemen had anticipated 
him in, and their arguments were then ſo forcible as almoft 
to incline him to relinquiſh his ſupport to a revenue from 
external taxation at preſent but thoſe gentlemen ſince: tell 
us, notwithſtanding their former arguments, that we are not 
to calculate upon the revenue of 1795 but 1796, and then 
ie ſhall have enough: that; Mr. Harper ſaid was the moſt 
proſperous year that ever was known'to American commerce: 
then the depredations of the Britiſh had, in a great manner 
ceaſed; ani thoſe of the French were ſcarcely known; this 
was 4 propitions period! They could not therefore count 
upon future revenue equal tothat, He had no doubt but the 
revenue from commerce could be made very great; but there 
might be room to doubt whether, at preſent it might be-pru- 
dent to go to thoſe lengths which may hereafter be requiſite ; 
all the inveſtigation of the ſubjeQ, he had heard tended to 
confirm him in that opinion : but were they to reckon upon 
the revenue to be received in any one year, the eſtimate 
ſhould not be at the rate of that only, but make the 
calculation upon 4 more regular foundation i the great fluc- 
tuation of commeree would render it injudicious. Suppoſe 
for inſtance we were to calculate the revenue of 1797, at 
6, 200, ooo dollars, the amount ot the revenue of 1796, and 
by the reflux of our commerce 3 or. 400,000: dollars ſhort 
of that ſum were to come into our treaſury, this deficiency 
would leave the finances of the country in a ſituation of the 
moſt ſerious embarraſſment: it was well known that foreign 
loans could not be obtained, as Great Britain give extraor- 
dinary ſums of money to carry on the war; and Holland is 
ſo drained from the ſame cauſe that no hopes can be built 
there; nor can loans be obtained in this country; they had 
tried to ſell the 6 per cent. ſtock, on very advantageous 
terms, but could not diſpoſe of it : even bank ſhares; which 
would uſually bear a good market had been obliged, to the 
large advances it had made, to be ſacrificed: indeed it was 
well known that exiſting circumſtances called for it, and 
therefore no very effectual aſſiſtance was to be expectedthence. 
No doubt but che Bank would ſtrain all its power to aſſiſt 
the government, but it would be improper to depend on its 
will alone; and if there ſhould be a deficiency of 400, ooo 
dollars it would be too late when Congreſs. again meet, to 
paſs a law for raiſing farther revenue: No, ſaid he, we muſt 
49 it now, or we ſlrall leave our finances. in this ſtate of un- 
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e to which it i-conſtantl liableexcept a more eau 
proviſion is eſtabliſned. 

Mr. Harper ſaid, that by the propoſed taxes 300,000; 
Jars: might be eſtimated: the ſecretary af the treaſury ng 
eſtimated 120, O00 or 200,000 t chis he thought would nag 
meet the probable expences af government; no, as he ſai 
before,, there would be a reflux, and therefore to provide 
ſecure ſufficieney they muſt have 4 or 500, ooo dollars, iopl 
which reaſon he ſhould-renew his motion to raiſe the artiq 
ol ſugar from a half cent, as. propoſed, to one cent. * 
tion to what he had remarked he would ſay, that they n 
failed in the propoſition of a tax on ſalt; it was thought 
tax might as well be put on that article as on ſugar, th 
having failed, he therefore hoped that perſons who vf 
againſtthis, to introduce that, would now ſupport the amend 
ment. He hoped it would be agreed to: ſhould it ta 
placeit: would be necellary'to make ſome Aa enen 25 9 | 
bill accordingly. ? i 

Mr. Gallatin — the motion would. not orevall, 10 
: he thought it ſo inexpedient to advance the duty on bro 
ſugar in ſo large a proportion, that that reaſonalone, N 
excluſive of any other, wauld be ſufficient to induoę th 
committee to reject the motion ; nor would he have 
troubled the committee on this) ſubject, but have left. thi 
propoſition unnoticed, had not the gentleman from & C 
rolina made ſome Abreden which, he ſuppoſed, we 
meant to be applied to him, he had reference to thoſe ng 
lating to a dereliction of opinion reſpecting « rene 
He believed, he was the only perſon who Bad ſaid, 
he was not defirous that the bill laying a direct tax ſhok 
paſs this ſeſſion. For it was true, that althougli he w 
ſtrong. advocate: for à direct tax; although he: thought 
ſufficient permanent revenue could not be drawn Wo 
other ſource, yet he. did not wiſh the law to paſs du 
preſent. ſeſſion; and the reaſon was, becauſe he had 1 now 
ſufficient — upon his own opinion, to wiſh a ſubje 
of this ſort to come into being againſt the opinion of ſo 
ny members of this houſe as appeared to be oppoſed ta 
When the United States ſhall think it neceſſary to go _ 
the meaſure, -he truſted it would paſs with great un 
mity. At preſent, he doubted whether a majority of the® 
country was not againſt the meaſure, eſpecially when 
not only ſaw ſo great a diviſion in that houſe, but apparent 

2 local divihon, as he believed only four members eaſt of 
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know, added he, that they are merely the inſurers and col- 
ectors of the duty. They pay no more of this duty than any 
other claſs of men, who conſume a like quantity of imported 
goods. The people, he believed, had been deceived in this 
reſpect, and he thought ſome members of that houſe had alſo 
been deceived.” The following ſtatement would how the 
matter in à clear ligt. | N 


ö 2 | \ ' 4 
A vin of the operation direct and indiref taxes. 
| | . 


5 per cent. on what the goods coſt him Jo, 0 © | 


Coſt of 1001." ſterling to the conſumer . | 2350, © ©. 


Suppoſe a duty of 12 per cent to be laid 
un the ſame goods; the importer will expect 
o get for the Tool. ſterling, 2251. at the | 

oy Ot > 20 "2016 


eaſt 
Retailers profit thereon 25 per cent 352, 14 6 
Coſt to the dbnſumer will then be 25% 2 6 


Deduct the amount the conſumer voulde 


Actual difference to the conſumer N 


Thus then, on every i00l. ſterling coſt of goods, which 
hays a duty of 121. 10 ſterling or 20l. 16 8 currency, the - 
onſumer pays, on the moſt moderate calculation 271. 2 6 
r for tool. currency paid to the collector of the cuſtoms, the 
eople actually pay above 1331. Deduct the expences of 
ollecting from the fool. paid to the collector, ſay 5 per 
ent. and you then have but 95l. currency paid to the trea- 
ry, for what coſts the people 1331. - 

The direct tax will be ( 100,00 
Coſt of aſſeſſment, averaged on ten years : 
nd the annual charges of collecting cannot 
keeed 44 per cent 1 | 


27 2 6 


7, 1 
4 L : 
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Then every 160l. paid by the peoplfe 


brings into | the treaſury Te l t 1 92, 10,0 
tool. paid by the people, indirectly, pays. 
agreeably to the above, into the treaftry' 71,8 6 


1 * — 


EO, v Difference. . 21, 16 
Beſides the vaſt difference in the expenſivenets of collec- 
tion of an indirect tax even that of a direct tax, there was 
another ſerious objection to increaſing the former. It could 
not be ſaid preciſely to what extent theſe duties might be carried 
before ſmuggling ſhould be invited; but this might be certain, 
that the moment the duties were ſo high as to offer a ſuffi. 
cient temptation, ſmuggling would be entered into upon trade 
calculations with reſpect to the advantages to be derived 
from it. This might be looked upon as certain; for though 
there were many of our citizens who had too much honour 
to enter into a buſineſs of this kind, there were others who 
would not ſcruple to do it; and as it had before been ob- 
ſerved, when the practice had once been begun, it could 
ſcarcely ever be got clear of. Of what vaſt importance faid 
he, is it then to keep off this great evil from intruding itſelf 
betwixt the fair trader and the government. 

Mr. Skinner faid, if the ſtatement of tbe gentleman from 
Maryland was juſt, the merchants would have no reaſon to 
complain on account of an advance of duty. Though he 
could ſcarcely believe that they received a profit of 30 per 
cent, upon the duties paid on goods imported. It was, well 
known that merchants ſometimes, got good profits upon their 
their riſks, but at other times, they only received a very low 
profit, and ſometimes they were obliged to fit down with 
loſs. He believed the gentleman was miſtaken with reſpect 
to what he had ſaid reſpecting the individual ſtates being di- 
ſatisfied, on account of the impoſts being advanced to 5̃ per 
cent. It was not from the amount, but from other cauſes. 
He did not think any thing could be drawn from the doings of 
the ſtates. —Mr. S. ſaid he was not alarmed at the profits ot 
the merchants. If they could always ſell goods as they pleal- 
ed, they ſhould all be for going into the trade; but he be- 
lieved from the number who were already engaged in this bu- 
ſineſs, no more than a reaſonable profit could be got. 

Mr. S. Smith, ſaid it was a reaſonable profit only which be 
had ſpoken of a | | 1 25 
Mr. Kitchell doubted not the ſtatement of the gentleman 

from Maryland might be true; but he believed that 25 pet 
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1 
cent. would be better paid in this way in adiition.to the. duty 


than the duty without the 25 per cent. would be paid in 


any — way. Farmers, ——_—— were in the habit of bar- 
ering their produce for goods z and he believed the mer- 
chant would not give them ſo much by 25 per cent in'caſh, 
25 if he paid him in goods. 


Mr. Holland ſaid, that the gentleman's abt went 


to ſhew that merchants were not more affected by indirect 
taxes than others; they, therefore ſtood ſecure either from 
impoſts or direct taxes. If any mode could be adopted by 

which they might be called upon to contribute an equal pro- 
portion of the public burdens, he ſhould be glad to adopt it; 


dut as he knew of none which would do it more equally than 


an indirect tax, he ſhould be for agreeing to that mode of do 
ing it. 

Mr. S. Smith was glad the gentleman laſt up. had TE 
duced to vote for any tax; but for the fatisfattion which he 


ſeemed to enjoy, of exerciſing his talent a little againſt mer- 


chants, he would not he believed, have voted for this tax. 
Mr. Harper ſaid, an inconvenience would attend the adopt- 
ing of one article out of a-claſs, and not the others, in the 
cuſtom-houſe books. He had alſo converſed with men well 
able to give him information on the ſubject, ho had inform - 
ed him, that if it was thought to be expedient to raiſe the 
duty on the article of white cotton goods, it might as well be 


lone upon the whole claſs, He had converſed with the Se- 


cretary of the Treaſury on this ſubject, and eudcavored to 
earn from him why he had ſettled white cotton goods, from 
the other articles of the ſame claſs; but he could not diſcover 


that he had any particular reaſon for the choice. He ſeemed 


to have apprehenſions of augmenting the impoſts qt preſent; 
but he did not ſee why they ſhould have apprehenſions for 
this claſs of goods more than any other. He had alſo en- 
quired in the houſe, and commercial gentlemen had {aid that 
it would be as proper to advance the whole, as white cotton 
goods, If it were extended to the whole claſs, he believe 
t would raiſe 250,000 dollars. This was a large fum, and it 
vould be raiſed free from the embarraſſments to which direct 
taxes would be ſubject. For Dean Swift, did not ſay that two 
ind two did not make four at the cuſtom-houie; but that 
they did not always do ſo, He truſted this was one of the 
caſes in which two and two would make four. 


The queſtion was put and carried; 46 to 29, 


| ( 636 .) 
Mr. Madiſon thought i it was worthy of conſideration, whe. 


ther it would not be expedient to make an exception in favor 
of white cotton goods. He underſtood there was à manu- 


factory of ſome conſequence eſtabliſhed in this country, Whoſe 
buſineſs it was to print theſe white cotrons, and if this 

tion was not made, this additional duty might go to the def. 
truction of it. Indeed, as the printing of this article added as 
he was informed, two-thirds to its value, it might be conſi. 
dered as a raw material. He believed this manufactory was 
carried on hy perſons who came from foreign countries. If 
their manufactory ſucceeded, it might induce others to follow 
them, to exerciſe their * profeſſions amongſt us, which 
could not fail to be of advantage to the country; but if the 
preſent manufactory ſhould be deſtroyed by one of our laws 
bearing hard upon its proprietors, it would have quite à con- 
trary effect. He owned he was not much acquainted with 
the manufactory in queſtion, nor had he made much calcula- 
tion upon the ſubject; but, from the face of it, it n to 
require an exception. He therefore made the motion. 

Mr. W. Lyman voted for the amendment of the 
man from TT hn erſey, Mr. Henderſon, becauſe he believed 
printed goods were included; he ſhould, therefore, be in fa- 
vour of the amendment. If this exception did not take place, 
the duty would be more oppreſſive than before. He . 
it ſhould be conſidered as a raw material. 
Mir. Buck ſaid, the advanced duty would leave theſe goods 
upon the ſame ground as ee as che — upon printed 
cotton goods was alſo increaſed. 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid there was a 8 quantity of this rar 
material importèd, and if the manufactory in queſtion was 
properly protected, we might have cotton goods ſufficient, 
printed in our own country to fatisfy the demand, without 
being indebted to foreign countries. If a drawback. could be 
allowed on exportation, perhaps i it might anſwer. a good pur- 
poſe. He truſted the exception would be made; pu he was 
forry-to ſee laſt night, the ſale of one of theſe manufactories 


advertiſed by the Sheriff. Ingenious, induſtrious. men, he 


ſaid, deſerved better of this country. 

Mr. Skinner would be glad if any mode could be hit upon, 
by which the manufactory mentioned might be excuſed from 
the duty, without letting that part eſcape free from duty 
which was not printed, and he. believed one-tenth nor one- 
twentieth part of the white cotton goods imported were print- 
ed; and this part he believed would bear an additional wy 
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2s well as any articles imported into the United States. He 
thought ſome regulation might be fixed upon, by the mami- 
facturers making entry of all that was printed by them. 
Mr. Harper bcheved that diſcriminations in favour of ma- 
nufacturers were. in general bad policy. It was” offering a 
bounty to one ſpecies of induſtry at the expence of another. 
If the people of this country found it profitable to employ 
themſelves in printing cotton goods, they would do ſo: He 
thought it beſt to leave theſe things to themſelves. He did 
not believe one · hundredth or one-thouſandth part of the cot- 
ton goods imported were printed; great part of theſe goods 
being of a ſint and valuable kind, and ſuch as were worn by 
per{ons of the firſt faſhion. If any regulation were made at 
all, therefore, it ſhould be done on thoſe actually printed. 
Mr. Swanwyick believed the gentleman from Souch Caroli- 
na, had no accurate ground upon which to make the afferti- 
on which be had made, that only one-hundredth or one- 
thouſandth part of the cotton goods imported, were printed 
in this country. With reſpect to the Eaſt India commeree, 
(the benefits arifing from which they had heard ſo much' laſt 
ſeſſion) if it were to be of any conſiderable value to us, large 
quantities of theſe goods would be imported, and if they were 
not printed here, they would be re- exported to be printed in 
foreign countries, and the drawback, of coutſe, received from 
them; but, whilſt there were ingenious and induſtrious peo- 
ple here who carried on this branch of manufactory, would it 
not be a wiſe policy to give them every encouragement, in or- 
der that theſe goods might be printed at home ? He thought 
it would. A moderate duty might ſtill be paid by the manu- 
facturer, as it was agreed that 12 per cent. ſhould be paid 
on printed goods imported; whereas, if the duty was conti- 
nued as high upon white cotton goods as thoſe printe, the 
manufacturer here would not be enabled to ſtand upon an 
equal footing - with the foreign manufacturer, from the 
high price of labour which he muſt neceſſarily pay. This bu- 
ineſs ſtood upon the fame ground as Refined Sugar manu- 
factories, who were allowed a draw back, on fine ſugar ex- 
ported; and if a drawback could not be conveniently allowed 
in this caſe, he thought there ſhould be in excepting clauſe 


in its favou. 2000 Aer W 

Mr. W. Lyman ſaid, gentlemen ſeemed to think it was the 
with of the friends of this meaſure, to give manufactories an 
advantage from the duty. This was not the caſe; they wiſh- 
ed only that it ſhould not be ſo high as to cruſh them. Would 
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my gentleman ſay it was not better to have our cotton goed; 
printed at home, than in foreign countries? Certainly not, 
And if an advantage was given to our on manufactures, in 
this reſpect, there would doubtleſs be leſs importel. When 
regulations were made in other governments to favour their 
manufactories, it was our buſineſs to chunteract them. Theſe 
applications had been made to the legiſlature for two or three 
years paſt; they aſked not for a bounty, but only, that they 
might ſtand; upon an equal footing, their difference of ſitua, 


tion conſidered, with the manufacturers of other countries. 


He hoped the amendment would prevail. 1 e ix Hr 
Mr. N. Smith ſaid, it would be evident if there were na 
duty at all either upon white or printed: goods imported, that 
they ſtood upon an equal footing, and he could not ſee how 
it could be ſuppoſed to be otherwiſe, when each paid the ſame 
ty. RN. oe TETT VOTE Sanne ODE» $4 LIT 
Mr. Harper again ſpoke at ſome length againſt the amend - 
ment; wen | at ies N rv e d 
Mr. Cooper roſe, and ſaid he ſhould vote againſt the 
amendment. He was ſo tired of hearing about manufactur- 
ing that geatleman had manufactured ſo many long ſpeeches. 
that he ſhould never like the word manufactory again. He 
thought it ungenerous and inſulting to the common ſenſe 
af the houſe: ungenerous, becauſe it takes up ſo. mucb ef 
aur time; and inſulting, becauſe it impoſes upon our ſenſe, 
and-is only telling us we are a parcel of blockheads. 
Mr. Madiſon explained to Mr. Harper, and then the queſ· 
tion was put and negative. Ayes 23. tir 
The committee roſe and reported, and the Houſe: ad- 
jaurned, -.-: rh net ys, ; t #6 hain! 


Friday, February 24. 


FR # : 
CE . 


The bill for regulating the compenſation of Collectors, cc, | 


was read the third time and paſſed. % ie: 
On motion of Mr. Claiborne, the Houſe took up the re- 
port of the committee of claims, on the petition of Ami Dar- 
din, ho prayed for the ſettlement of a claim for ſupplies fur- 
niſhed the army during the war. The report was againſt 
the petitioner, but was diſagreed to by the houſe, 34 to-27z 
when Mr. Gallatin moved that a committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill in her favor · This motion occaſioned ſome debate. 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he rejoiced in the vote which had paſſed 
in reſpect to the report before them, as it was a precedent 
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20ainſt the act of limitation. Where: à claim was clear, it 
was a Yenial'of juſtice not to pay the debt. He did not 
think it was more juſtifiable in a government to refuſe to pay 
its debts, than it us in individuals to do ſo. Though an act 
of limitation had been paſſed, they ought only to conſider it 
in a modified ſenſe, as a guard againſt fraud; but, in caſes 
where they were convinced a debt was juſtly due, he did not 
ſee upon go6d principles they could refuſe to pay it. He 
was ſure there was not a member on that floor that would do 
ſo in his individual capacity. Nor did he believe they 
needed to be operated by the fear of a number of theſe claims 
being brought: he believed their number was: fmall. But, 
ſaid he, ſhall we fear that we ſhall be called upon to pay a 
few more juſt debts ? He truſted ſo unworthy an apprehen- 
ſion would not prevent them from doing what was right. The 
act of limitation was produced, he ſaid, by an incapacity to 
pay the claims which was made upon government, and now 
they took advantage of that capacity, by refuſing to pay the 
juſt demands which were made upon them. The certificates 
which had been given, not worth more than one- eighth ot 
their nominal value, had been ſcattered all over the United 
States, and the diſtance from the ſeat of government had 
been the reaſon application had not been made for payment. 
He ſpokce from his own knowledge. He had ſome of them 
put into his hands. Some of them he was fortunate enough 
to get paid before the act of limitation paſſed ; others went 
yet unſettled. It was only ſince the erection of this govern- 
ment, which had given them the ability to pay, that thoſe 
claims were brought forward; for ſix or ſeven years every 
kind of claim was muſtered, and the public debt was conſide- 
rably ſwelled by them; but now a contrary extreme was ob- 
ſerved, and no claim, however juſt, had a chance of being ſa- 
tisfied. He had never troubled the houſe on à ſubject of this 
kind before; but he had taken advantage of the fortunate 
deciſion of this morning, to ſay a few words on the ſubject. 
Meſſrs. Heath, Macon, Williams, and D. Fofter; were 
againſt a committee being appointed to hring in a bill; they 
hoped no partial regulation would take place, but thatif any ex- 
ception was made from the operation of the act of limitation, 
it would be done in a general way, as there was a great num- 
ber of claims equally well entitled, with Mrs. Dardin's to pay- 
ment. Indeed, Mr. D. Foſter, chairman of the committee 
of claims, (who was not preſent when the queſtion was taken 
upon the report) ſaid if this claim was granted, it would bring 
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forward a thouſand others: He alſo added, that he had are. 
port in his hand oh the ſubject which was referred ta them, 
reſpeCting the propriety of making exceptions in favour of 
certain caſes, from the operation of the. act of limitation. 
That the moſt important, and all the material facts ref. 
pedting this claim, are ſtated in the former report of the com. 
mittee appointed to conſider the ſaid petition. To that re- 
port the committee now aſk leave to refer. Whatever juſ- 
tice there might originally have been in this claim againſt the 
United States, it is now, and for many years paſt, has been as 
clearly within the ſtatutes of limitation, as a multitude of others 
which. have been rejected. The committee regret, that no 
relief can, with propriety, be granted to the petitioner, up- 
on her application. So many evils would reſult from a ſuſ- 
penſion of the limitation acts, for the admiſſion of claims ſi- 
milar to th: one under conſideration, the committee cannot 


recommend that meaſure to be adopted: They are of opini- 


on, the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted.“ 
I be report, petition, and papers, were committed to the 
whole houſe on Monday. 

A petition from James O'Brien and James Apbrard, late 
inhabitants of the iſland of Newfoundland, now at Plymouth, 


in Maſſachuſetts, was preſented to the houſe and read, pray- 


ing a remiſſion of the duties of tonnage on two ſmall ſchoo- 
ners, the property of the petitioners, which they have deli- 
vered, together with the regiſters belonging to the ſame, to 
the collector of the port of Plymouth, as ſecurity for the pay- 
ment of the duties aforeſaid; and alſo, that the faid ſchoguers 
may be reſtored to the petitioners. 

Alſo, a memoriol of ſundry inhabitants of the town of 
Champlain, in the ſtate of New-York, in behaltof themſelves 
and others, inhabitants of the northern part of the town of 
Plattſborough, in the ſaid ſtate, whoſe names are thereunto 
ſubſcribed, praying, that a cuſtom-houſe may be eſtabliſhed 
as near the line which divides the ſaid ſtate of New-York 
from the province'of Canada, as a convenient a can = be 


found for that purpoſe. 


. Drdered, That the ſaid petition and crienorial.-be referred 
tothe committee of © commerce and manufactures + 
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The Houſe took up for 2 the amendments 
of the Committee of the whole to the bill for laying certain 
additional Indirect Taxes; when the amendment enactin 
an additional duty of 2! per cent. on the 10 per cent. clas 
of goods, being under view, 

Mr. Harper wiſhed to make an amendment with reſpect 
to goods imported in other than American bottoms; to make 
the duty fall in due proportion; he ſaid, goods imported in 
foreign veſſels ſhould pay 23. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid no additional duty could be propoſed i in 
the houſe ; it muſt be done in a committee of the whole. 

The Speaker ſo determined. 

Mr. Nicholas wiſhed ſo to amend the reſolution as to leave 
out white cotton goods. | 

Mr. Gallatin thought if the goods were ſpecified, it 


. would be better than ſaying ſuch a claſs ſhould be advanced, 


and then not only white cotton goods but a few articles of 
brals, iron and ſteel, which were included in that claſs, 
would be well to be omitted. 

The Speaker declared this amendment out of order. 

The queſtion was put for recommitting the bill, but ne- 

atived. 6 
. Mr. Nicholas 3 to ſtrike out the york « all other 
goods not printed, ſtained or coloured, 2+ per cent. ad 
valorem ;” the diviſion upon which was 36 and 36. The 
Speaker declared himſelf in the negative. 

Mr. Gallatin again moved to recommit the bill, which was 
negatived 39 to 31. 

The queſtion on the amendment of the committee of the 
whole to ſtrike out the words «© white cotton goods, and to 
inſert all the 10 per cent. claſs of goods, was about to be 
taken, when 

Mr. W. Smith faid, the ſubject was important; and the 
varying. votes of the houſe ſhewed how doubtful was the 
propriety of going to any extent into an advance of the Im- 
poſt duties. The firt intention was to advance white cot. on 
goods alone, this was paſſed by a conſiderable majority; a 
motion to include all the 10 per cent. claſs was 8 
reſterday the ſame motion was introduced and carried 
large majority; to day they ſeemed again to be nearly divic 
At this period of the ſeſſion, he believed it would be — 
zerous to go extenſively into an advance of the impoſt duties; 


tor though it was probable there would be a deficiency of 


revenue, © yet, in order to get it, he ſhould not chuſe to run 
a M 
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the riſk of putting the whole in jeopardy by raiſing the duties 
fo as to ha7ar.} the introduction of ſmugghng. The 10 9 
cent claſs of goods, he ſaid, conſiſted of a great variety of ar- 
ticles, ſome of which were valuable and of ſmall bulk, ind 
might eaſily be ſmuggled, ſuch as ſilks, ſatins, velvets, fine 
linen, cambric, &. No reaſon, it was faid, had been given 
for ſelècting white cotton goods for an additicnal duty. Hebe- 
lieved there was good reaſon for doing ſo: They were ſold 
at a low price, viz. from 15d. to 3s. a yard, and it was not 
$tting to put them up on the ſame footing with reſpect to 
duty, with kerfeyrmeres, fine linen, &c. a large amount of 
which might be contained in a very ſmall compaſs. He 
Tould illuſtrate the matter. Suppoſe one article of a certain 
ſize paid only half a dollar duty, whilſt another of the fame 
bulk paid 100 dollars, was it right, he aſked,” in en, 
the duties, to put thoſe two articles upon the fame ground 
He believed not; becauſe, the article which paid 100 dollars 
held out a temptation to ſmuggling, whilſt that which only 
paid half a dollar, did not. He would, therefore, rathet 
diſagree to advance the duty on white cotton” goods, than 
run the riſk of introducing ſmuggling by agreeing to this 
amendment. Another objection to it was, it went upon. the 
idea of raiſing all our revenue from commerce, though they 
had directed a bill to be brought in for laying a direct tax on 
land. He thought there was great danger in doing this; for, 
if in the next ſeſſion additional revenue was wanted, finding 
the means of reſorting to commerce ſo eaſy, recourſe would 
not be had to any other ſource, and whenevera war ſhould 
break out, the whole of the revenue would be put in danger. 
He was of opinion either a direct tax on land, ſtamps, or 
exciſe, would be preferable to an increaſe of the impoſt 
duties. EN | 
Mr. Harper ſaid, with reſpect to the viryirig votes of the 
houſe, the reaſon was palpable. The additional duty on 
the 10 per cent claſs of goods, was at firſt rejected, from an 
expectation of other duties being impoſed; but this expec- 
tation being diſappointed, they ha1 recourſe to this claſs of 
articles. As to the vote this morning, in the committee of 
the whole, he believed ſeveral members, who were without 
the bar, and who had come in to vote, had miſunderſtood 
the queſtion, and if it had not been decided as it was by the 
Speaker, he ſhould have wiſhed it to have been put over 
again. When the vote ſhould be taken in the houſe, this 
would be ſeen: 
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Mr. II. ſaid, he knew why gentlemen were ſo ftroygly 


oppoſed to this advance of duty; it was becauſe it would do 
away the neceſlity of a land tax; and he believed a deciſion 


upon this queſtion would decide whether they were to have 
a land tax or not ; for, by the propoſed advance, with a ſmall 
addition from ſtamps or exciſe, ſufficient revenue would be 
raiſe: for every purpoſe of government. If no other way of 
raiſing money could be deviſed, he would agree to a land 
tax, but not elſe. As to the danger apprehended from 


ſmuggling, he would aſk his colleague why thoſe goods which 


now paid 123 per cent were not ſmuggled, ſince, they were 
much the fame in bulk and quality with the 10 per cent. 


claſs? He had no fears on this head. 


Mr. Nicholas did not think it was a proper ſubject of dis 


cullion, to notice how they voted yeſterday, or might vote 
to day; but it ſeemed to be the object of the gentleman laſt 
up to ſhew, contrary to fact, that he was always in a majori- 
ty. The gentleman had, however, miſtaken the ſtate of the 
buſineſs, as the firſt deciſion upon this article was after the 
other taxes had been agreed upon. He did not know where 
the gentleman got his information, that the friends of a direct 
tax were leſs in favour of that ſpecies of tax than heretofore. 
The reaſon why that ſubject had not been procceded with 
was, that the committee had reported a bill ſo late in the ſeſ- 
ſion as not to allow ſufficient time to diſcuſs and mature the 
meaſure. He thought the ſubject had been very improper- 
ly introduced. The gentleman himſelf had faid he 'would 


rote for it if it were found neceflary, and if it were not, he 


did not ſuppoſe any future Congreſs would be found to vote 


for it, | 8 

' The. gentleman laſt up ſeemed to think he had anſwered 
his colleague with reſpect to- the probability of the propoſe” 
advance introducing ſmuggling ; but he thought what he 
had ſaid fell far ſhort of an anſwer. The goods which at 
preſent paid twelve and an half per cent. were of ſmall extent, 
when compared with the 10 per cent. claſs, which included 
three fourths of all the, cargoes brought into this country 
from Great Britain. This accounted tor ſmuggling not be. 
ing entered*upon at preſent. He did not know whether an 
additional two. and an half per cent. upon this moſt numerous 
claſs might not prove a ſutlicient inducemerit. On this ſub- 
ject, he ſtood upon much the ſame ground with the gentle- 
man from 5. Carolina (Mr. Harper.) He had no practical 
Enowledge upon it. 3 „ 
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Mr. Gallatin faid there appeared to be a variety, and a 


Auctuation of opinion on this ſubject. As to himſelf, he had 


all along been oppoſed to additional impoſts at prefent ; for, 
though he agreed that this ſpecies of tax was well adapted 
to the fituation of our country, yet he did not think it would 
be ſafe to extend it further at preſent. But, if the 'gentle- 
man from S. Carolina, Mr. Harper, could aſſure them, that 
no danger would enſue from ſmuggling, he would be ready 
to agree to the amendment before them. Friend as he was 
to a direct tax, it would be to him an additional reaſon for 
voting for this amendment, if that gentleman could prove 
to the houſe, that its adoption would prevent the neceſſity 
of a land tax; but he conceived, for both theſe poſitions, 
they had nothing more than the bare aſſertion of that gen- 
tleman, and he muſt own that his confidence was not fo blind 
(however high his opinion might be with reſpect to the ta- 
lents of that gentleman) as to rely with perfect confidence up- 
on this afſertion. +. + OILERS. 

That gentleman had yeſterday ſaid, when ſpeaking of the 
inſufficiency of the Relent revenue to defray the expences 
of government, no matter what gentlemen calculated on the 
the ſubject, if there was any danger of a deficiency in the re- 
venue, if there were a ſingle doubt on the ſubject, they ought 
to vote for àn increaſe of duties. It would be well to return 
his own argument upon himſelf, and ſay, that if any gentle- 
man had a ſingle doubt on his mind that this increaſe of 
duty might introduce ſmugglin g [which if once introduced 
could never be done away] he ought to vote againſt the mea. 


ad # 


But it was ſaid, if this amendment were agreed to it would 
prevent. the neceſſity of a land tax. How could this be: 
No gentleman on that floor would think of recurring to a 
land tax except about a million of dollars were wanted. No 
one would think of incurring an expence of 2 or 390,000 


dollars, unleſs he meant to have a tax to the amount he had 


mentioned; it would not even be propoſed, except this were 
the caſe. He wiſhed to know, therefore, how a duty which 
was calculated to give from 2 to 300,090 dollars, would 

rove a ſubſtitute. for a tax which, was to raiſe upwards of a 


million of dollars. It would, indeed, prevent the neceſſity, 


as far as it went, but no farther. This was another of the 
gentleman's aſſertions;, and as he had accuſed him with be- 


ing againſt the preſent amendment becauſe it would do away 


the neceſſity of a land tax, he might ſay, that he uſed this. WF ad 


. 


jand tax as a weapon, knowing many gentlemen to be averſe 
from it, to induce a vote in favour of his impoſt duty. But, 
as to the danger of ſmuggling, which he conſidered as the 
main objection to an increaſe of theſe duties, nothing had 
been obſerved which, in his view, leſſened the danger. It 
might be ſaid, that the 2 and a half per cent. propoſed would 
not induce ſmuggling. But this was uncertain. There was 
a line beyond which they could not go without encouraging 
ſmuggling, and if they proceeded in advancing the duties 
from time to time, that line would moſt certainly be paſſed. 
Mr. G. faid, he would oppoſe the opinion of the ſecretary of 
the treaſury on this ſubject to that of the gentleman from S. 
Carolina; and theugh he was not one of thoſe who placed 
implicit confidence on the opinion of any of our executive 
officers, yet he thought, that which the ſecretary of the trea- 
ſury gave on this occaſion, was entitled to very conſiderable 
weight. - Every member in that houſe certainly wiſhed that 
our revenue ſhould be equal to our expenditure; they were 
in ſome degree-reſponfible for its being ſo; but what was 
the reſponſibility: of any member in that houſe, when com- 
pared to that of the ſecretary of the treafury ? It would 
not bear a compariſon: ; therefore, though it was not proper 
to place a blind: confidence in him when he requeſted an in- 
creaſe of duty, becauſe his ſituation would naturally lead him 
to wifh for ample funds; yet, when he gave an opinion on 
the contrary fide of the queſtion, he thought it ought to have 
conſiderable weight. It the ſecretary of the treaſury thought 
it ſafe to increaſe the 16 per cent. claſs of goods to 12 anda 
half, there was no doubt, but he would have recommended 
it, ſince to have don this, would have required no pains or 
calculation; he would only have had to fay, as the gentleman _ | 
from South Carolina had frequently faid, the duty now pro- 
duces ſo much, and. if ſuch or ſuch advance be laid, fo much 
will be produced. The committee of ways and means, not | 
finding themſelves able 'to-come to a concluſion on the ſub- | 
jet, propoſed that an enquiry ſhould be made of him. It | 
was done, and he made a report, which was ſubmitted to the 4 
| 
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committee of ways and means, and they had reported there- 
on, recommending certain articles upon which an additional 
duty might be laid. They had omitted to recommend ſalt | 
and another article or two, from an idea that the ſecretary's 
with would rather lean towards increaſing the duties too 
high, for fake of revenue, than otherwiſe. [Mr. G. here 
s. WW {fad the ſecretary's letter.] He thought there was a ſenti- 
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ment jn this letter which was of conſiderable importance ; 
it relatcd to the degree to which a duty might be advanced 
without hazarding illicit trade, which was, that the duty 
ought. to bear ſome proportion to the mercantile profits. of 
the country where it was laid. There was no doubt, that 
in a country where the mercantile profits were high, a high- 
er duty might be laid without riſk of ſmuggling, than where 
the proſits of trade were low; becauſe ſmuggling wag car- 

ried un as a trade, and would flouriſh ; in proportion as it 
was. more profitable than other trades. ' s. 
It us, faid Mr. Gallatin, take the ground of the gentle. 
man from South Carolina, who had repreſented the ſiduation 
of our trade to be worſe than he could admit. It muſt, be 
allowed, that whether the war continued, or a peace took 
place, the rates of merchauts profits would, in. ſome degree, 
be. leſſened, and hen this ſhould be the caſe, a leſs duty 
would induce ſmuggling, than hen our produce bore 2 
high price, and every thing was proſperous ; for, if, a peace 
took place, the natural contequence would be, that we ſhould 
loſe our carrying trade to the Weſt Indies, and the price of 
our produce would immediately fall in Europe. Having 
nothing but the aſſertion of the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolina that this danger would not, take place, he coùld not 
run the riſk, which appeared from theſe conſiderations. 
Permit me to aſk,, faid Mr. G. whether the gentieman 
from South Carolina has given us complete proof that he 
underſtands the whole of the ſubjeft ? Ie had produced 
proof, indeed, that he had conſulted ſeveral documegts;,but, 


bad he not ſhewn at the ſame time, that he had been rather 


baſty in making his concluſions; that he had attended, only 
partially to the ſubject ? As a proof of his information, he. 
had told the houſe that a great proportion of the whole cot- 
ton goods imported was af a ſine quality. They all kney 
this was not ſo. They all knew that theſe cotton goods 
conſiſted chieſly of a cheap kind which was uſed inſtead of 
linen, for ſheeting, ſhirts, &c. and it was on account of the 
cheapneſs of theſe goods, that they had been ſelected as 2 


proper article on which to lay an additional duty. He was, 


therefore, totally miſtaken. on this head. 
That gentleman had alſo aſſerted, when the duty on ſalt 

was under conſideration, that, admitting a duty on that arti- 

cle would fall heavily upon the frontier inhabitants, yet, 2 


they paid but a trifling part of the impoſt duties, they had 
no reaſon to complain. Among. other things, he faid, 


. omar iam . 
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ey would pay "no part of the duty which was contemplat> 
ed to be laid on white cotton goods, and if they paid any 
duty at all it was upon a coarle linen. As he had not at 
that time an opportunity of - this aſſertion, and as he 
lid not wiſh it to go unnoticed, he would inform the houſe, 
that the inhabitants on the frontiers paid more bf the impoſt 
duties according to t heir wealth, he was ſorry to ſay it, than 
were paid by t the middle parts of Pennſylvania. As to their 
paying no part of the duty on white cotton goods, he could 
aſſure them, that one fourth part of the ſtock of a ſtore- 
keeper in that country muſt be white cotton goods, if he 
meant to get any profits by his trade; But that gentleman 
acknowledged they might pay ſome duty on coarſe linen: 
lt was ſomewhat cnrious, Mr. G. faid, that the gentleman. 
ſhould have fixed upon almoſt. the only thing which they do 
got purchaſe, for this was nearly the only article which they 
made for themſelves. 

When, ſaid Mr. G. we ſee ſuch aſſertions as theſe made; 
have we not a right to ſuppoſe that this gentleman may have 
been miſtaken in his ſuppoſition that no danger will ariſe 
from the iricreaſe of the duties in queſtion ? Was it not bet- 
ter to heſitate, before they gave a vote which might endan- 
ger the whole revenue ? He thought it was. 

One word more with reſpect to revenue. Whatever dif- 
ference of opinion there might be with reſpect to the ſuffici- 
ency of the revenue of 1797, to defray the expences of 1798, 
the preſent amendment did not apply to this; becauſe no 
part of this revenue wonld go to that year. He mentioned 
this, leſt the deficiency of 800,600 dollars, which had been 
aid to exiſt, (but which he did not believe) might influence 
the vote to be given on this occafion. 

Mr. Holland hoped, notwithſtanding all that had been 
urged againſt it, by the gentleman from Pennſylvania, that 
the amendment from the committee of the whole would be 
agreed to. If it were not he ſhould be oppoſed to the whole 
bill. No other objection had been urged againſt it, but that 
might be the means of introducing ſmuggling, whichyif once 
gone into, could never be done away. He did not believe it 
would have this effect; but, if it had, he believed it might be 
done away: He looked upon it as an equitable tax, and hoped 
it would be agreed to. 

Mr. Cooper ſaid it was unwiſe to think of railing the du- 
ws upon ſilks, ſatins, printed calicoes, &c. as they were ar- 
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ticles out of faſhion ; nothing now was wore but ruſlins 
He hoped the motion would not prevail. 

Mr. Baldwin ſaid, hie had no particular ebjeQion to a 
{mall adyances which had been laid upon Sugar, Tea, &c, 


but he was wholly againſt advancing the duty on the whole 


claſs of 10 per cent. goods. This he ſaid was a part of the 
impoſt ſyſtem, which had been conſidered more in the rough 
than any other part of our laws. In laying the duties th 
had not deſignated the articles, but ſaid ſuch and ſuch cla 
ſhould pay ſs much per cent. They ſoon found that this 
was a rough mode which would not anſwer the purpoſe, 
They, therefore, begun to think of enumerating the arti- 
cles; but this amendment inſtead of defining the articles, 
went upon the old rough plan, and propoſed to advance the 
whole claſs. Mr. B. ſaid they had directed the Secretary of 
the Treaſury to lay before them at the next ſeſſion, a newly 
digeſted _u for the regulation of theſe duties, in which all 
the articles would be enumerated. He hoped, therefore, 
they ſhould not anticipate the buſineſs: but wait until that 
plan came before them, when it would probably be found 
that the duty upon ſome of the articles might be advanced 
with propriety. 

The duty on ſugar and tea, and perhaps that on white 


cotton goods, they might, without inconvenience, agree to; 


but he could not conſent to the introduction of the general 
maſs of 10 per cent goods; nor did he believe our neceſſities 
required it. And when he faid this, he would not have it 
underſtood that he wiſhed to pave the way for a land tax; 
nothing but danger to the exiſtence of the country would 
ever bring him to conſent to a land tax. But the reaſon why 
he oppoſed this amendment, he thought it was going too far; 
for he ſuppoſed if it were agreed to, it might produce an 
additional half million to our revenue. He could have no 
objection to this meaſure, provided it could be done ſafely ; 
but it appeared to him that the objections which had been 
urged againſt it, had great weight. He could, therefore, 
conſent to its going only to white cotton goods. He thought 
they ſhould place ſome confidence in the officer who had 
made a report explicitly on the ſubje&t. The committee of 
ways and means had alſo done the ſame; and he be- 
lieved, if any miſchief ſhould ariſe from their augmenting 
the duty upon all that claſs of goods, gentlemen would not 
be able to acquit themſelves of blame, in having oppoſed 
theſe opinions. 


1 


Mr. Harper ſaid, if the gentleman from Pennſylvania, 
Mr, Gallatin, had contented himſelf with giving his rea- 
ſons for his on opinions, and yith uſing arguments to-refate 
thoſe of others, he ſhould have been filent, becauſe he be- 
iered the ſubject had been ſufficiently diſcuſſed ; but, as he 
had connected with his obſervations, a perſonal attack upon 
himſelt, in order to lefien the credibility to which the ob- 
ſervations which he had ſubmnted to the houſe on the occa- 
fon might ſeem to be intitled, he could not refrain from giv- 
ing a few words in reply. He would not go into a conteſt 
with that gentleman to thew which of their aſſertions were 
moſt entitled to credit. 

He never wiſhed his to be attended to, farther Fi] rea- 
on went with them. Whether this was the caſe with that 
gentleman, and whether he arrogated to himſelf the right to 
be believed above all others, he left the houſe to determine. 
the gentleman had confined himſelf to fact, his remarks 
would have had more of liberality in them; but he had aſ- 
cibe4 to him what be had never ſaid. Whether this had 
been done intentionally, or from miſapprehenſion, he could 
not ſay; it was not uſual for men of attention like that gen- 
leman, to miſapprebhend the meaning of members. That 
entleman had aſſured the houſe, that he, Mr. H. had diſto- 
ered an ignorance of documents, only having given them 
urtial ſtatements, and that therefore he muſt have miſun- 
erſtood them. The gentleman had not inſtanced any thing 
« this ſort, the houſe had, therefore, only his aſſurance, 


ublic. If he had ſhewn him wherein he had been miſtaken, 
de would have endeavoured to have profited by his admoni- 
ion. In other inſtances he had been more explicit. He 
ad charged him with ſtating that there were more high pri- 
ed than low priced cotton goods imported. This the gentle- 
wan aſſerted was not ſo; but he had brought no proof that 
t was not ſo. He had no objection to the houſe believing! that 
i was not ſo; he believed it was, from his enquiries and the 
cuments he had ſeen on the ſubject. Perhaps mercantile 
ven in the houſe, who were better acquainted with this buſ- 
els than either of them, would decide. 

He had mentioned another inſtance in which he ſaid be 
8 miſtaken. He charged him with ſaying that the people 
the frontier paid no impoſt duty. Mr. H. denied having 
al fo, He ſaid that the poorer claſſes of people, mor: ei- 
nally thoſe on the frontler, paid but a ſmall Mare of the 


4 N 


rich would have its proper weight with them and with the 
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duties on impoſts, as the rich paid the daties on all 'high WM | 
priced goods. He did fay that the poorer claſs of citizens on 
the frontier, on whom the duty on falt would fall; were ex- 
empt from that on theſe kind of goods. There might be 
perſons of wealth on the frontier, who would purchafe theſe M : 
articles; if there were; they doubtleſs paid a part of the du- 
ty. This was not generally the caſe. So that the ene c 
ar. y 

: 

0 


had miſunderſteod, or miſtated him in this particular. 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid no perſon wifhed more to avoid perſona! 
| diſputes than he. As to his miſapprehending or miſtating 
the arguments of gentlemen, he left the members upon that 
floor, to determine whether he was in the habit of doing ci. 


ther. He might not perhaps always feel the weight which Un 
gentlemen: might think their arguments contained; but he g. 
thought he could not be juſtly charged with a want of ear- 
dour in ſtating them. n DEE: Achtes or 
As to the two points of miſapprehenſion and miſtatement WI B 
alluded to. The firſt was in relation to the frontier. He be- 1a 
beved the gentleman's expreſſions were as he had ftated I 2g 


them; be might however have meant them to convey the ¶ ou 
idea he had mentioned, —he might have intended his obſer- 
vation to have applied to poor people in general, and that a: 
they paid no part of the impoſt duty, they had no right to 
complain of a tax on falt. All he could ſay was, if this was 
his meaning, he had given him credit for a better argument 
than he had uſed. He gave him the credit of applying bis 
remark to a certain diſtrict of country generally, and not to 
Poor perſons in particular. He underſtood him as anſwer- 
ing what had fallen from him with reſpect to the peculiar f- 
tuation of his conſtituents in reference to a duty on falt; and 
what made this appear more clear, was ſome expreſſions which 
accompanied the aflertion, viz. that the people on the fron- 
tier would never know of the additional duty, if ſome perſon 
ſhould not think it neceiſary to tell them of it. If he had 
miſtaken the gentleman, he ſhould be torry for it; but he be- 
lieved he had not. WET 099199» +717. OR 
As to what he had faid, that the gentleman did not al- 
ways draw the beſt concluſions from the documents which he 
adduced; that they were ſometimes partial, and at other 
times incorrect, he did not reſt this upon an aſſertion or op- 
nion of his own; but upon the opinion of the gentleman him-· ¶ red 
ſelf. If his memory ſerved him right, that gentleman had, I rent 
at three, (but he was ſure at two) different times gone over iron: 
his calculation on the probable increaſe of revenue which 


sould ariſe from the propoſed increaſe of duty on ſeveral at- 


ticles; and what was this for, but hecauſe he had given ſo ha- 


ſiy and incorrect a ſtatement at firſt, that he thought it ne- 


ceflary to give a ſecond: or a third ta correct his former er- 
tors and miſtatements. This was what he alluded to when 


he charged him with having drawn haſty and imperfect cun- 


cluſions from the dacuments which he conſulted. As ta 


wiſhing mpre credit to be given to his aſſertions than o that 
gentlemanis, he did not ſpppoſe the judgment of that houſe 


could be influenced by either. It was true, he had anſwer. | 


ed an affertion-of his by one of his own; but he might ſay 
tat he ſnoke from experience, which that gentleman could 
not do; he knew the fact to be as be. had ſtated it, and that 
gentleman could not know the.contrary, 
Mr. Williams ſaid, he would only make a few obſervat ions 
on what had fallen from the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. 
Baldwin, and the gentleman juſt (at cown— The former had 


ſaid, that if the report of the committee of the whole was 


agreed to, it would make an addition of: 500, ooo dollars to 


our preſent revenue - but yet was himſelf oppoſed to it.— ie 


would aſk. that gentleman, if a mort favorable period could 
be expected than the preſent, to call forth our reſources to 
liſcharge our debt? The ſurplus of our agricultural produc- 
tions, ſaid Mr. W. was at a high price, and this being the caſe, 
the duties will be borne without difficulty, and the 500,000 
dollars, might be applied towards the purchaſe of the defer- 
red ſtock. - The gentleman laſt / ſat on, Mr. Gallatin, bad 
aſced to he anſwered in two propoſitions: 1 The one was, if 


an additional duty was laid, would the merchants not ſmug- 


* 


gle? and the other, if we muſt not ctentually have a direct 
tax? In anſwer to the firſt, Mr. W. did nct apprehend dan- 
ger from the ſmall augmentation of the impoſt; and, from the 


gentleman from Georgia, Mr. Baldwin's, own obſervation 
that the augmentation would , ncat five hundred thouſand: 
collars, this, with the other additions which would be 
derived from the bill, might be eſtimates at 650 thoy- 
ſand dollars.——Add to this, a ſtamp tax, which would be 


preferred to a direct tax, would bring in a,ſum to make up 


the 1,000,000 dollars per annum, which would he the ſum. 
wanted in the year 1801, to nieet the payment of the defer- 


ed ſtock :—Let us now, ſaid he, begin to draw forth the re- 


renue, and purchaſe in this ſtock. The ſum expected to ariſe 
rom the ſale of our lands will greatly diminiſh the debt; but, 


by holding out the idea of a land tax they would injure the 
ble of the lands, as the monied men would not invett 


„„ 
their capital; in lands, * the land tax: they would veſt 


their money in the public funds; and live on the intereſi 


thereof. We cannot therefore, ſaid he, come at their money 
otherwiſe than by taxes on conſumption; by exciſes, cuſtoms, 
ſtamps, and the like. A land tax, ſaid Mr. W. would not 
operate well in this country, and will coſt ton much id its 
collection. In England, when at four ſhillings, it neated only 
{ - 2, ooo, ooo annually. The ſtamps C. 1,329,905 annu- 
ally, at the expence of C. 51,691 ſo that the neat revenue 
on ſtamps was C. 1, 278, 214.— The average of the national 
revenue of Great-Britain for five years, commencing with the 


year 1786, and ending in 1790 incluſive, was C. 17,35 33465. 


Hence the ſtamp duty amounts to about one- fourteenth part 
of the revenue. Were we, ſaid he, to raiſe the like propor- 
tion to our preſent revenue, it would amount t6:50@,000«dolk, 
but, ſuppoſe we raiſed half that ſum, and corrected our exciſe, 
with the additional duties now ' contemplated, we could meet 
the exigencies of government without a direct ta. 
Although a ſtamp tax would found unpopular, yet 70 
be met with leſs difficulty than a land tax. In the firſt place, 
it would reach the monied man, and the litigious, as all law 
proceedings and the like, would be taxed. Taxes in England, 
he obſerved, were very: various; much more ſo than in any 
other country, eſpecialy in the articles of exciſe and ſtamps; 
taxes in England was, accordingtotheir population, much great- 
er than in any other country, yet borne by the people with much 
more eaſe, becauſe the taxes were laid on ſo many different 
objects. The mere circumſtances of taxes being numerous 
in order to raiſe a given ſum, is a conſiderable ſtep towards 
equality i in the burden falling on the people. —A good- ſyſtem 


of taxation was that whith bore Ughtly-o on an infinke nuinber 


of points, heavily? on none. b rte 

On motion of Mr. Henderſon, the yea and wn — ö 
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Tompſon J. Skinner, 


* * LEY DTD WO WW. 1 
* 


Nathaniel Smith, Peleg Wadſworth, and 
Iſrael Smith, © John William: E 2908, 

ben nd eo . 

ene * A Ti 8. — 

„ N]. ION ** 
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William Smith, 


Richard Sprigg, jun 
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John Swanwick, 


Philip Van Cortlandt, © 


Joſeph B. Varnum, 


Abraham Venable, and 
rt Richard Winn. 
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The propoſed Ane of the ten per cent. claſs of evods 
's accordingly done away, and. the advance | is made only up- 


- 


00 1 


on the white cotton goods, - The bill was ordered for a thing! 


reading to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, the Houſe then me itfelf. 
into' a committee of the whole, on the report of the ſelect 
committee on the reſolution ſent from the Senate; authoriſing 
the Preſident to make enquiry of certain States, whether 
they had adopted the propotedamendment | to the conſtitution 
with reſpect to the ſuability of States. 

The felect committee did not confine themſelves to this 


ſingle amendment, as reported. from the Senate, but went 


back to the year 1 789, when twelve amendments were pro- 
poſed by Congreſs; for though they ſtate cleven Slates out 
of fourteen ha] ratified ten of theſe amendments jb tlie year 
1791, yet they were of opinion, that a doubt might ariſe 
whether eleven States ought; to be conſideret as the three · 
fourths of fourteen; they, therefore, wiſhed the Preſident 
to be requeſts | to make enquiry alſo from the nortiratify. 

| ing! Itates on the ſubje of thoſe ten amendments -. 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, the reſolution of itſelf was only excops 


tionable as it had connection with the ſtatement vhich went 


before it, in which it was made a queſtion whether the ten 


laſt ameridments'of the twelve propoſed by Congreſs tothe 


States i in March 1789, were ever made part of the conſtitu- 
tion. He did not wiſh a doubt to be expreſſed on this fub· 
ject. This doubt in the opinion of the committee, it ſeemed, 

reſted on a ſuppoſition that eleven were not three-fourths of 


fourteen. He could not conceive how any doubt could ariſe 
on this ſubject, ſince it muſt be acknowled ged by every one 


that 11 was more than three-fourths of * If the objec- 
tion aroſe from 14 not being divifible in equal fourtł parts, 


it was an objection to the conſtitution as originally made. It 
was formed by thirteen States, which was no more diviſible 
into fourths, than 14. On this ground, an amendment could 


never have been made to the conſtitution. He hoped the 


chairman of that committee een give them ſome latenter 


tion on the ſubject. 
Mr. Harper ſaid' it- was not of much importance lebe 


the committee had doubts, or whether thoſe doubts were well 
founded. The committee ſtated they had theſe -doubts, 


He had them; not whether 11 was three-fourths of 14, 


according to arithmetical calculation: every ſchool boy knew, 
that in that view, 11 was more than three-fourths of 14; 
but it was, whether you could make a diviſion of States. He 
believed it could not be done; he believ ed there muſt be 


| ( a3 7 
twelve ratifying States, to be three-foutths, as intended by 
the conſtitution; becauſe that number would be three-fourths 
of ſixteen; which was the neareſt number to fourteen capa- 
ble of four equal divifions: Whether this doubt was well 
founded, or not, there could be no Harm in dirècting the 
enquiry to be made; it would be made as ſdori'for thirteen 
imendments, as for one, and if any other State ſhould 
have ratified the ten amendments, in queſtion, all doubt 
would be removed. Mr. H. noticed an error or two which 
had eſcaped the committee in the report: 


* 


Mr. Gallatin faid, the reſolution under conſideration went 
to direct the Preſident to apply to all thoſe States, by whom 
az far as can be known from the official documents hereto- 
fore tranſmitted, all or any of the amendments at any time 
propoſed by Congreſs, ſtill remain to be ratified. There could 
be no ꝙccaſion to make the enquiry with reſpect to all theſe 
amendments, unleſs it were taken for granted, that none 
of them had yet been ratified. He was therefore of opi- 
nion with the gentleman from Virginia, that ſuch an appli- 
cation would be very improper, as bringing the ten laſt 
amendments into doubt, which he believed to be as much 
2 part of the conſtitution, as any other article in it; he 
allo thought them a very valuable part, and not to be trifled 
with. | 

But, upon what groutid, faid Mr. G. do the advocates of 
this report, prove that 11 is not the three-fourths, of 14? 
The idea was ſo novel, that he could fearcely underſtand 
what principle they adopted in order to create a doubt on 
their minds on this ſubject. To him the poſition that 11 
was more than three-fourths of fourteen appeared to be 6ne 
of thoſe ſelf evident axioms which hardly admit of à proof. 
The principle on which the doubt aroſe muſt be ſo very nice, 
fo abſtra& that he did not know whether he was capable of 
comprehending it. Anxious as he was to avoid faying any 
thing which might be conſtrued as miſtatement, he would 
however attempt to analize what he conceived to be the 
ground of the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Harper.) 

It appeared to him that that gentleman thought that three 
fourths in itſelf was not a fraction of the unit, was not a num- 
ber conveying to the mind the ſimple idea of a fraction; 
but that it was a compound of fractions, and that the only 
way by which the idea of three fourths could be conceived 
was by a decompolition. Becauſe the idea of three fourths 
was by our numerical arithmetic expreſſed by the two 
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— igures, 2 that teen was unable to conceive what it 
meant except by decompoſition, by diyiding the unit into 
four equal parts and multiplying the reſult by 3. And if 
* idea of three-fourths had happened to be expreſſed by 
ne fraction nine-twelfths (which was the ſame. thing as 1) 

— gentleman could not have conceived it except: hy divid⸗ 
ing in the firſt place the unit into twelve parts and then 
multiplying the reſult, by nine. In fach he denied the 
exiſtence of any number, part of a unit, except as it con- 
ſiſted of an aggregate of ſuch party as the unit could 1 
be divided into. | 1.5 » 41 
Thus, when ſpeaking of fourteen: States, although. be 
(Mr. Gallatin) could at once underſtand, that three-fourths 
of fourteen was ten and a half, and therefore (admitting as 
he did together with that gentleman, that the votepobug 
State was indiviſible) that eleven States were moxe- than 
iths of the fourteen, the gentleman from 8. Carolina pro- 
| ceeded' in 2 different: way. The fourth part of fourteen 
being 31, he ſays that as a State cannot be divided, you mu 
take 4 States inſtead of -35 for the fourth part of 14, and 
then multiplying thoſe 4 States by 3 in order 40 get the 
three fourths, he concludes that twelve States are the 4 of 14s 
that 12 States out of 14 are neceſſary to ratify the amends 
ments. He believed the gentleman yould allow that he had 
not miſtated his opinion. 

Let us now ſee, ſaid Mr. G. how this dodtrine will, operate 
It would go to prove, in ſome inſtances that three · ſourths. of 
à number is greater than the whole. Suppole for .inſtanes' 
the caſe of five States. One fourth of five is 14; but as the 
vote of a State cannot be divided, you mult call it 2; or, as 
the gentleman expreſſed it, 5 not being diviſible into fours 
equal parts, you mult take the neareſt number to 5. capable 
of ſuch diviſion, that is to ſay 8, the fourth part of which 
is 23 two, therefore, muſt be conſidered as the fourth part 
of five States, and as three multiplied by two is fax, it follows: 
according to that gentleman's doctrine that the three- fourths 
of 5 is 6! Suppoſe that in the conſtitution, inſtead of the 
expreſſion three-fourths, it had been ſaid that nine-twelfths 
were neceflary. The number of States when the conſtitu- 
tion was framed was thirteen. In that cafe one-twelfth of 
13 being 172, you muſt, the vote of a State being indiviſi- 
ble, call it 2; fo that in that way of reckoning, nine-twelfths 
(which is the ſame thing as three-fourths) of 13 is 18% 
Conſequently, the conſent of 18 States would have been ne- 


— 
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ceſlary in order to ratify any amendment to the conſtitution 
of a nation confiſting only of 13 States. 

Let us, ſaid he, examine a little farther. The ſame part 
of the conſtitution which provides for amendments of the 
conſtitution, ſays, that an amendment ſhall be propoſed by 
two-thirds of both Houſes of Congreſs ; but he ſuppoſed the 
vote of a man was no more diviſible than that of a State. 
He withed to know therefore, how the gentleman would 
en his principle calculate what were the two-thirds of the 
members preſcnt when their whole number was not diviſible 
by three. c 

In making treaties he wiſhed to know what was meant 
two-thirds of the members of the Senate preſent ? If the 
number preſent happened not to be diviſible by three, would 
that gentleman ſay, that, in that caſe, the next number 

above the number preſent muſt be taken, which would be di- 
viſible by 3, and that if two-thirds of that number did not 
concur in the vote for the treaty, no treaty ſhould be rati- 
fied ? On that principle, in ſome inſtances, a greater pro- 
portion of the Senate would be neceſſary to ratify a treaty, 
than had been uſually. underſtood according to the gene- 
rally received opinion of the ſenſe of the conſtitution in this 
reſpect." 

Doo the whole, he believed i it would be beſt to reject the 
report, as, beſides the objections alluded to, it was con- 
feſſeuly inaccurate in ſome of its parts, and adopt the reſo- 
lution ſent from the Senate, which applied only tothe amend- 
ment reſpecting the ſuability of States. If the houſe meant 
to go any further, they might introduce the firſt and ſecond 
amendments propoſed at the ſame time with the other ten, 
but which had not yet been ratified. -. | 

Mr. Harper ſaid, he would add a word or two to what he 
had already offered on this ſubject. He did. not know whe- 
ther the houſe thought with him on this ſubject, that it was 
a doubtful point whether the ten amendments in queſtiou 
had been ratified according to the ſenſe of the conſtitution. 
If they did, they would of courſe vote for the report. The 
gentleman from Pennſylvania he acknowledged, had not 
only ſhewn his knowledge in Arithmetic, but alſo his Wit, 
which had not until now been brought before them. In the 
enjoyment of the laſt he had participated in common with 
the houſe. 

Mr. Dayton (the Speaker) was in favour of rejcQing the 


reſolution reported by the {elect committee, as it embraced 
40 


( 
two many objecks, and held out a. kind of invitation. i 


States to come forward and propoſe amendments to the con- 


ſtitution. He truſted the firſt of the amendments, propoſed 
in 1789, relative to the proportion of repreſentation, never 
woul | be agreed to, as it would have extremely, miſchievous 
effects. Indeed, if an thing were done with reſpect ta that 
amendment, he ſhould think it ought. to be to reqyelt thoſe 
States which have not adopted it, not to do it, and that 
thoſe who have agreed to it to revoke thes vote in favour 
cf it. 

The reſolution repaicd was negatived, without dividion, 
and that ſent from the Senate was agreed to. 4 


Sable 


The houſe reſolved wry into a committee of the whole on 
the bill to provide for mitigating orremitting the forfeitures, 
penalties and diſabilities — in certain caſes therein 

mentioned. - ' 


Mr. Livingſton. faid; he had doubts whether they 

not, by this bill about to place in the hands of the . — 
of the Treaſury, legiſlative buſineſs. He had other doubts 
upon the ſubject, and in order to gain information, and bring 
on a difcuſhon, he would move to ſtrike out the firſt ſection 
6f the bill. 

Mr. Sitgreades did not Know what information the * 
tleman from New-York could expect from a diſcuſſion of 
this bill. He would give him all the committee had in their 
poſſeſſion. A power ſimilar to that propoſed now to be 
lodged in the hands 6f the Secretiry of the Treafury, he bad 
had from the commenrement'of the preſent government. 
It was a power co-exiſtent with the revenue laws, and the 
dill before them was copied from an act of the firſt Con- 
greſs. The law was limited to two years. It had been re- 


newed three or four different times; bat, as in procefs of 


time, Congreſs found themſelves obliged to have recourſe 
to different objects of taxation, it was found neceffary to ex- 
tend the power of the Secretary of the Treaſury to other 
caſes, and wherever taxes were laid, he had the power given 
him of remitting penalties. In ſome caſes, this power was 
ſuppoſed to have been omitted to be given, and a committee 
was appointed to examine into the ſubject. They found 
proviſions on this ſubject in different laws, and ſome of them 
in the body of laws, where no ſuch thing could have been 
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expected. Some of them had been entirely-overlooked by 
committees, and-by the judiciary department; for it was 
extraordinary, that upon a petition lately preſented, the diſ- 
trict judge had put an endorſement upon it, that though he 
thought the caſe a hard one, he had no power to give relief, 
notwithſtanding there was an a& paſſed in 1794, which gave 
this power. The intention of this bill, Mr. 8. ſaid, was not 
tocreate any new principle; jit was not to give auy powertothe 
Secretary of the Treaſury jwhich he did not before poſſeſs, 
but to collect together all the different laws on the ſubject, 
and to extend it to one or two inſtances which were not at 
preſent comprehended in exiſting laws, viz. to the regiſtering 
and licenſing of veſſels, &c. on the ſubje& of which the time 
of the houſe had been conſiderably occupied. by petitions for 


remiſſions of forfeitures. a 

Mr. S. did not know that there was any thing dangerous 
in the principle; he did not expect to have had it called in 
queſtiom It had been well aſſerted by his colleague, (Mr. 
Gallatin) on another ſubject, that there was naturally a bias 
in the mind of the Secretary of the Treaſury, in favour of 
keeping up the revenue, and that he would therefore add 
to, and preſerve it by all conſtitutional means in his power. 
There would, therefore, be no danger in placing the power 
of remitting fines in his hands. N f 

Mr. Livingſton faid, he knew there was a law ſimilar to 
this in exiſtence 3 but what he wanted was a diſcuſſion upon 
the principle of the law. He believed the power they were 
about to give to the Secretary of the Treaſury, was lodged 
in them, and that they had no right to delegate it to another. 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania had faid, that the placing 
of this power in the hands propoſed, would keep from that 
houſe a number of petitions on the ſubject of penalties and 
diſabilities, which would otherwiſe engage their attention 
eyery ſeſſion. But was this, he aſked, what their conſti- 
tuents ſent them there for? Were they to get rid of buſi» 
neſs, by throwing it upon their officers ?, He believed not; 
he thought this was a bufineſs which they ought themſelves 
todo, At any rate, he did not think it ſhould be placed in 
the hands of any one man. © Any forfeiture; penalty, or 
diſability,” were very extenſive words, and it was not eaſy 
to ſee all the caſes to which they would go. Mr. L. ſaid, 
he recollected a particular caſe, where an owner of à ſhip 
had not duly regiſtered her: He was himſelf upon the 
committee, and the perſon came before them on the luke. 
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ject. Relief was granted; but it was ſtrongly impreſſed on 


his mind, that the houſe was not inclined to give it in fu- 
ture. If, on any future occaſion, a ſimilar caſe ſhould come 
before them, the houſe would determine according to the 
eircumſtances of the caſe; but, if they delegated this power 
to an officer, what an. influence it gave him: Suppoſe a 
number of rich, influential merchants had been guilty of a 
breach of law, what an influence would it give to an offi- 
cer, to put it in his power to remit the penalty attached to 
the offence. He thought it too extenſive a power to be 
placed in the hands of any individual, and hoped, there- 
fore, the law would not paſs ſo haſtily as it ſeemed to be the 
wiſh of its advocates to pals it. 

Mr. Ames ſaid, it appeared to him that gentlemen wands 
de reduced to the neceſſity of conſidering the alternative 
which ſhould be preſented to the houſe with reſpect to the 
revenue laws, viz. either to make them looſely, and give 
conſiderable diſcretion to the officers in the execttion of 
them, or make the rules ſo ſtrict as to be in fome degree 
rigid. If this latter plan were adopted, it would be neceſ- 
ſary for them to provide ſome relaxation in caſes which 
might bear hard upon individuals. He thought the latter 
the beſt mode. The Britiſh government had adopted this 
mode; they made their law very ſtrict ; but they gave a 
board of exciſe power, to relax in caſes of hardſhip. - This 
was a delicate power; but it was neceſlary to refide ſome- 
where. - And he believed it would be better placed in one 
of our Executive offices, from ſeveral conſiderations, than 
that houſe ſhould exerciſe it, if it were only to prevent 


that ſort of local ſympathy which could not be prevented 


from entering, if perſons were to come forward with their 
caſes before them. For, when one of their conſtituents 
preſented a diſtreſſed caſe, he relied upon it, as a matter of 
courſe, that he would have the ſupport of his own Repre- 
. Tentative. He believed this was a ſafe reliance, and how 
were the houſe to guard againſt the influence Khich would 
be thus raiſed in behalf of every petitſoner who might come 
forward; fer having once granted relief, it would be pleaded 
as a precedent, and any one who came before them muſt 
be attended to. 

But an objection to placing this power in the hands of the 
Secretary of the Treaſury had becn brought forward, and 
much relied on. It was {aid to be legiſlative, and not ex- 
ecutive buſineſs. He differed entirely from this opinion. 
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They malle rules under which to collect the revenue; but 
to judge whether a man came under them or not, was execu- 


| tive buſineſs. To apply the law which they themſelves 


made, would be to confound the legiſlative with the execu- 
tive powers. It was, therefore, proper, from every con- 
ſideration, that this remiſfion ot forfeitures, ſhould be left 
in executive bands, who would be * for its aue ex- 
ecution. FI. 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid, though he was one of the conjinittee 
who brought in the bill, he doubted whether the pert 
propoſed to be placed in the Secretary of the Treaſury, were 
not too large to be put into the hands of any one pe bn. z he 
ſhould. be rather in favour of fixing upon a board for this 
purpoſe. He did not know that they were under the ne- 
ceflity of paſſing the law this ſeſſion; if not, a plat a this 
kind might be deviſed at the next. | 

Mr. Coit thought it would be beſt to paſs the law as it was, 
but with limitation. He thought if the gentleman from 
New-York had attended to the buſineſs, he needed not to have 
been quite ſo much alarmed on the occaſion. On the adop- 
tion of the preſent government, it was found impoſſible to 
get along, wit hout having a power placed ſomewhere to remit 
penalties. He believed the experience of other nation, had 
ſhewn the neceſſity of this. The firſt mitigation law was 
paſſed in the year 1790. No better mode could then be 
thought of than placing the power in the hands of the Se- 
cretary of the treaſury; but the legiſlature feemed to have 
had ſome doubts with reſpect to the propriety of the law, as 
they only gave it a temporary exiſtence. It had, however, 

en renewed from time to time. Perhaps it might be 
better, he ſaid, to fix a board for the purpoſe; but there 
was no time for doing that at preſent. The only queſtion for 
the preſefit was to paſs the act, leaving the ſyſtem open for 
improvement at any future day, whenever it could be done. 

A motion was made for the committee to riſe and _ 
tived 37 to 36. „ 

Mr. W. Lyman thought this power tao great to be left to 
any one man. He thought it would be much better to have 
no law on the ſubject than to paſs it in this way ; a bad law, 
he ſaid, would be worſe than any evil which could arife from 


the want of a lx. N 


Mr. Livingſton enquired whether the word Dilability was 
in the old law. 


og 0 
Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid it was not; it was introduced 0 cover 


caſes reſpecting the regiſtering of veſſels, cc. which" were 
now: added to the act. 


Mr. Livingſton ſaid, that word confiderably — ar the 


power propoſed to be given to the Secretary of the treaſury, 
which was not, as has been ſuppoſed, of a judicial nature. 
It was not to enquire whether a perſon was ſubject to the 
penalty of our law, it was a queſtion whether a penalty in- 
zurred. ought to be remitted, as far ag it reſpected a parti- 
cular individual, it was not, therefore a judicial, but a. le- 
giſlative queſtion. © If it were a judicial power, it could not be 
veſted in the Secretary of the treaſury; and if Legiſlative, i it 
ſhould not be transferred from their hands. He ſaid ir was 
a ſort of legiſlative buſineſs which they themſelves ſhould &x- 
ecute; but if the number of claims was too great to be at- 
tended to by the legiſlature, it ſhould" not be put into the 
hands propoſed, but à board ſhould be organized for the pur- 
poſe, from whoſe judgment there ſhould be an appeal. But, 
as the bill ſtood, it was leaving all to the judgment of one 
man; it was a power of a magnitude which the houſe, he 

thought, were not aware of. The gentleman from Maffa- 
chuſetts, Mr. Ames, had aſked how they were to guard 
_ againſt the local ſympathies which would ariſe in that houſe, 


if the buſineſs was left to them; but, ſaid he, if this be 


difficult in ſuch a body as ours; how much more difficult 
would it be for an individual to do juſtice in all caſes, from 
whoſe judgment there was to be no appeal. ? When he firſt 
roſe, he did not ſee all the length which this power would 
£03 but the more He inveſtigated 10 the more objectionable 
it appeared. 

 - Mr. Ames thought himſelf bound t to 69 the ſubject was 

not without difficulties; but they did not get rid of theſe 
—— by doing the buſineſs themſelves; for he did be- 
lieve that the operation of local prejudices and favouritiſm 
would be greater in that houſe than in an individual. But 


wavirig this argument, he aſked, whether the gentleman laſt 


up could ſuppoſe that any thing like ſyſtem could be expected 
in a popular body, whoſe proper buſineſs was to make laws, 


on a ſubject of this kind? Tf it was their buſineſs to make laws, 
why not make them perfect at firſt? This was found to be 


impoſſible, ſince caſes aroſe which it was not in their power 
to foreſee, and which could not be = vided for, except they 
were to provide as many laws as there were paſſions in the 
human — a was — difficult to , of what 
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deſcription the power propoſed to be lodged in the Secretary 
of the treaſury was; it was neither judicial nor legiſlative z 
it ſeemed to be more properly of the nature of a changery 
wer. It was a power, however, which muſt ſomewhere 
exiſt, if their laws were made ſtrictly. The queſtion” was, 
where ſhall it be ptaced ? As he had before ſaid, he did not 
think it would be well placed in that houſe ; it would be to 
dirty their fingers. He did not ſuppoſe, indeed, that gen- 
tlemen would be bribed; yet, thoughthey were not influenced 
by money, ſtill there would be a ſort of influence which 
could not be prevented; for if one of his conſtituents were 
to come to him and requeſt relief, he ſhould'find himſelf ne- 
ceſſarily intereſted in his behalf; but if this power were pla- 
cell in one of their officers, or in a board; there would be a 
reſponſibility which would be ſome ſoft of ſecurity for pro 
conduct. He, therefore, preferred that mode. | 
Mr. Coit moved an amendment, limiting the continuation 
of the bill for two years. 1.11 
Mr. Sitgreaves was oppoſed to the limitation. y 
Mr. Swanwick was in favour of it; as he thought the ſhort- 
neſs of the time for which the bill was enacted, was the only 
thing which would make it in any degree palatable. 
The committee roſe ; and when the queſtion was about 
to be put on the bill's going to a third reading. | 
Mr. Livingſton moved that, inſtead of the power being 
lodged in the hands of the Secretary of the treafary, it. ſhould 
be placed in the Vice-Preſident of the United States, the 
Secretary of the treaſury, the Secretary of State and the + | 
attorney general. No gentleman, he faid, bad ſhewn the | 
propriety of placing all this power in the hands. of one perſon; 
he thought therefore, it would be ſafer in thoſe of four or 
five, as there would be a better guard againſt local affection 
or favour ; for, notwithſtanding what had been faid to the 
contrary, it was certainly more difficult to influence ſeveral 
men than one man. 1 og F 
The queſtion was put, and this amendment was negatived, | 
there being only 19 votes in its favour. 'The bill was then | | 
ordered to be engroſſed for a third reading to-morrow. 
Mr. Sitgreaves gave notice that he ſhould to-morrow call | 
up the bill for the accommodation of the Preſident. 
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Dr. df Account of REeceierts and Ex- 
- e on the iſt r of October, 1795, 


Date, Ci. 
For amount of thin 9 ſaid period . 
under the following heads, VIZ. 
Civil department 8 - . „ adap 65 
Military department — 8 1 1,263,275 69 
Diplomatic department W - — 69,388 89 
Miſcellaneous expenſes . ES." ge - — 29,445 03 
Contingent ch of government — 17133418 97 
Support and erection of light-houſes -, — ' 394927 8 
Intereſt on domeſtic loans - - 9 + >, > * Ron 
Trade with the Indians 4 2 7 — —— . 
Naval department - - „ -.* Snogod by 
Fortifications of ports and harbours - \ > 480,788 50 
Military penfions == . - - 97367 46 
Annuities and grants - - . - 2,653 21 
Intereſt oa domeſtic debt, &c. - — - 2,808,200 24 
Mint eſtabliſhment — = — — 46,330 19 
Dutch debt - - -, -» - 991,649 47 
French debt > - a - - 181, 00 
Debt due to foreign officers = - - WT 19,149 98 
Payment for unclaimed merchandize. — 92 50 78 
Protection of American ſeamen 8 0 = 5,000 
Temporary Domeſtic Loans, viz. 
1796, Auguſt 18. On account of the loan of 523,500 dollars 
obtained of the Bank of the United States the 25th Nr. | | 
1792 - 120,000 
Appropriation for carrying into effe@ the treaty between the , 
United States and the king of Spain - - 4.030 
Appropriation ſor carrying into effect the treaty between the 
United States and the king of Great Britain — 9,555 30 
Appropriation for carrying into effect the treaty between the | 
United States and certain hoſtile Indian nides north-weſt of 
the river Ohio - — — — 9,500 
i» 
Balance in the Treaſurer's hands on the zoch Septem- 
ber, 1796 = - Dollars, 1,045,212 13 f 
From which deduct warrants remaining unpaid 
on that day, which are 9 
— 402M — - 6,918 62 1 
The balance ſubject to warrants on the = of Oacber, 1796, I 
therefore was - - 1,038,293 31 


10 2 
Carried forward 7,911,248 20 
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pENDITURES of the United 2 Or 
and ending on the zoth September, 1796. * 


2 
By balance in the hands of the Treaſurer, an the goth Septem= 
ber, 1795 — — - Dollars, 447377 91 
Deduc warrants drawn on him 10us to 
the 1ſt October, 1795, which remained ; 


. unpaid that day - = het — 71,445 62 


Balance ſuhject to warrant on the 1ſt October, 1795, 369,826 29 
Monies received into the Treaſury as follow: * 
For duties on merchandize and tonnage, in the quarter end- 
ing 31ſt December, 1795 1.354, 915 7 
31ſt March, 1796 — 1, 177,82 13 
22 — ., - 1,680,128 * 2 
3 — 1,9 23,01 26 
. ( 
For duties on. ſpirits diſtilled in the United States, and on 
ſills; on ſales at auction; on hcences fot ſelling wines 
and ſpirituous liquors by retail; on carriages for the con- 
veyance of perſons; on refined ſugar, and on ſnuff and 
ſnuff mills, in the quarter endi F # 
31ſ December, 179 = - 127,239 18 
31ſt March, 1796, — 119,458 75 
zoth June, 1 97,15T 95 
zoth Sept. = — — 125,29 4 


| „ 379 3 
For poſtage of letters, in the quarter ending LG 469 
31K Dec. | 1795, - - — — 
30th March, 1796, - 18,760 27 
3oth June, — — - 12,149 57 
| 39th Sept. , = - - 28,000 ] 


, — 
For dividends on capital ſtock in the bank of the United 
States, due the 31ſt Dec. 1795. 80,000 | 

zoth June, 1796, «= + 80,000 | 
\ 3 | | — 160,000 
For fees on letters patent, in the quarter ending the i f 
3iſt December, 1795, - 90 < 

31ſt March, 1796, - = 360 3 


Dole. C.. 
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58,909 84 


Domeſtic Loans. 
In the quarter ending the 31ſt December, 1795, on account 
of the loan of 500,000 dollars, per act of zd March, 
1795, wy * Fg T4 500,0 
8 In the quarter ending the zoth September, 1796, 
SJ on account of the loan of 320,000 dollars, per 
act of 3iſt of May += - - 120,000 


; 620,000 


8 | 


Carried ſor ward, 7,815,512 3 
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Balances due the United States under lie. l. 
government. „ 


In tue quarter ending 31ſt. Dec. 1795. Fram 
James Lovell, receiver of continental taxes for 
the ſtate of NMaſfachidfetts—Balanice due by him 7,766 os 
In the quarter ending 31ſt March, 1796. From ” 
Edward Carrington, late deputy quarter maſ- 
ter general, for 1 property ſold - 375 
in tlie quarter ending zoth June, 1796. From 
Fiufus King, on account, of balance due by 
John Alſop and others 2.871 Is OE TO 
Edward Carrington d e quar- | 8 22 
ter · maſter Se rn n ; e 
, perty ſold - 629 10 3 
— 350 11 
In the quarter ending 30th Sept. 1796. From 


the truſtees i in behalf of the ns of Tho- 
mas Huggins, deceaſed, late commillary of _ 3 : 
purchaſes in. the ſtate of Maryland E 25 # 
— 6.819 72 
Re- payme ins. 42 8 1232 


- 


in the quarter ending the 3oth June, 1796. From | 
Samuel A. Otis, balance of monies advanced him | 
for paying the compenſations due to the Senators . 

ol the United States . - 4,083 55 


In the quarter ending zoth September, 1796. From 
John Jay, late envoy to the court of Great Bri- 


tain, balance due by him — 4396 09 Shad 
g 3 — ä 4,4 6 


Cents and half Cents coined at the Mint. 
In the quarter ending 3ſt dvd, 17985 3,058 


30th June, - - 2,923 70 
30th September, - 300 x 
1 > — 6,28r 70 


Funds ariſing from ſix per cent. ſtock. 
loaned and purchaſed from tlie Bank 
of the United States. N 


nun the quarter ending 31ft Decem. 1795 3 00 
N zoth June, 1 796 - — 26,750 
a 3 | —— 78,050 


XY * 


| Dellats 7,911,248 20 


: — 
| Ot JOSEPH NOURSE, Regiftr 
Taerasuny DePaAntTMENT, . | 


Regiſter* 3» Office, 29th Nov. 1796. 
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Saturday, February 25. 


On motion of Mr. Dwight Foſter, the future time 6f 
meeting was fixed at eleven o'clock. © + 74-2 ace 
The bill for laying additional duties upon certain articles of 
impoſt, was read the third time, and, upon the queſtion 
being put for its paſſing, it was carried by Yeas and Nays as 


* 


follows: | 
YEAS. 

| Fiſher Ames, William Hindman, 

Theodorus Bailey, Andrew Jackſon, 
Abraham Baldwin, Aaron Kitchell, 
Thomas Blount, John Wilkes Kittera, 
"Theophilus Bradbury, _ George Leonard, 
Daniel Buck, Edward Livingſton, 
Demſey Burges, Samuel Lyman, 
Samuel J. Cabell, John Milledge, 

Gabriel Chriſtie, Andrew Moore, a 
Thomas Claiborne, Anthony New, * 
John Clopton, John Nicholas, | 

Joſhua Coit, | Alexander D. Orr, 
William Cooper, John Page, ; , 
William Craik,. Eliſha R. Potter, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Reed, f 
James Davenport, John Richards, 

George Dent, Robert Rutherford, 
William Findley, | John S. Sherburne, 

biel Foſter, ' Tompſon J. Skinner, 

wight Foſter, 3 Sach, 
Jen Franklin, | athaniel Smith, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Iſrael Smith, 

James Gilleſpie, Iſaac Smith, 

Nicholas Gilman, | William Smith, 

Henry Glenn, Thomas Sprigg, 
Chauncey Goodrich, William Strudwick, 
Chriſtopher Greenup, Zephaniah Swift, 
Roger Griſwold, George Thatcher, 

Wade Hampton, Richard 'Thomas, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, Mark Thomſon, 

Carter B. Harriſon, _ Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Thomas Hartley, Peleg Wadſworth, and 


Jonathan N. Havens, John Williams. 67. 
Thomas Henderſon, | : 
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* A 1 os; 
David Bard, ; vi Malbone, 8 94 
Nathan Bryan, Prederick A. Muhlenberg, 
Iſaac Coles, 77 Joßah Parker, 0 
Andrew Gregg, . Samuel Sitgreaves, 
John Hathorn, Samuel Smith, 
John Heath, KRKichard Sprigg, jun. 
james Holland, J John Swan wick 
George Jackſon, Abraham Venable, and 
William Lyman, Richard Winn. 21. 


Samuel Maclay, 


Mr. Willams laid ace Dutton upon the table Aung upon 
the Secretary af he treaſury, for inſarmation reſpecting. the 
expenditure of certain ſums of money mentioned in his late 
report to have been drawn from the treaſury for defraying 
the expences attending the Intercourſe with Foreign Nations. 
The reaſon of the motion, he ſaid, was on account of the 
intricacy of the account of Mr. Randolph. 

The order of the day on the bill for mitigating or remitting 
the forfeitures, penalties and diſabilities accruing in certain 
caſes therein mentioned, was entered upon. | 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. Livingſton ſaid, the precipitancy with which this bill 
was paſſed chrough the houſe, had given little opportunityto 
to diſcuſs its merits, There was a new exprefſion in, it, 
which was not to be found in any of the other bills, viz. 

Diſability, which would have a very extenſive effecl. It 
could ſcarcely be the intention of gentlemen to give to the 
Secretary ofthe treaſury the power to pardon crimes againſt 
the United States. Let if this bill pafled, the crime of 


Perjury might be pardoned by the Secretary of the treaſury. 


It would alſo be in his power to pardon crimes of conſiderable 
magnitude, which diſqualified” perſons from holding any 
office under government. A recurrence to the revenue laws 
would ſhew this to be the caſe. Lime had not permitted 
him to go through the whole of the revenue laws, but he 
would enumerate a few inftances upon which this power 
would operate. In the 14th ſection of the act for ſecuring 
the duties upon foreign and domeſtic diſtilled ſpirtis, it was 
enacted that no ſuperviſor or col lector ſhould carry on any 
trade in any of the articles upon which a duty was laid; and 
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if any ſuch officer thould be convicted of fo trading he was 
to be diſqualified for '1 7 years, and fined 100 dollars for ey 
month he ſhall have been ſo concerned. By the 6yth' a 
of the act for providing more effectually for the ſecurity of 
duties on goods imported, it was enacted, that in all caſes 
where an oath was required, if the perſon ſo ſwearing ſhall 

"ſwear falſely, he ſhall pay a ſum not exceeding 1000 dollars, 
or be impriſoned 12 months. He mentioned another in- 
ſtance or two of a fimilar kind. 

By the bill before them Mr, L. ſaid, wherever any perſon 
incurred any penalty, fine, or diſability, the Secretary of 
the Treaſury would have the power to remit them; he would 
not only have the power to do this, but alſo to pardon 
crimes, and perjury, after a perſon had been convicted by a 
jtiry-of his country. Such was the power which they were 
about to put into the hands of one. of their officers. 

Mr. Coit ſaid it was extraordinary that the gentleman from 
New-York ſhould be fo alarmed at: this bill. He ſeemed to 
have attended to the ſubject, but not fully. This bill was in 
all reſpects the ſame as the old /one, except that the word 
diſability was added. Let us, ſaid he, examine the caſes 
where the Secretary ofthe treaſuryſhall have power to remit. 
* Wherever any perſon ſhall have incurred any fine, &c. he 
ſhall profer his petition to the diſtrict Judge, praying the 
ſame to be mitigated orremitted, the faid judge ſhall enquire, 
in a ſummary manner, into the circumſtances of the caſe, 
firſt cauſing notice to be given to the perſon © claiming the 
fine, and to the attorney of the United States for ſuch 
— that each may have an opportunity of ſhewing cauſe 

gainſt the mitigation or remiſfion thereof, and ſhall cauſe 
eh de facts to be ſtated and annexed to the petition, and direct 
their tranſmiſſion to-the Secretary of the treaſury, who ſhall 
have power to mitigate or remit, &c.“ If there ſhould bo 
any appearance of an intention to - defraud, the penalties 


would not be remitted, but only where they ſhall have been 


incurred through ignorance or miſtake. It was made the 
duty of officers to proſecutte in all caſes, and it was neceſſary, 
therefore, in ſome to remit the fines. However extraordi- 
nary the gentleman might think this power, it had been ex- 
erciſed eight n and no r inconvenience bad ariſen 
from it. a 
Mr. Sitgreaves apologized for 8 the 1 time of the 
houſe when it was ſo precious as at preſent; but he thought 
it neceſſary to ** a few words in * to the gentleman 
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from New-Y drk. With reſpect to the power given to remit: 
ines, &c! under the law laying. a duty. on ſpirits, and on 
goods imported, that power exiſted at this time. The bill 
— them would have no new operation on thoſe caſes. 
Nor would this bill by any means extend ſo far as to pardon 
Perjury or crimes of any deſcription. Indeed it was worthy 
of obſervation; to ſeg with what. car: the power was guarded. 

There was no reaſonable ground of apprehenſion that fa- 
vouritiſm could at all operate in this buſineſs; becauſe the 
— would only have power to pardon or mitigate after 

i petition had been preſented to the judicial court, and the 
facts had been ftated to him from a judicial enquirꝝ; ſo that 
there could be no danger of his exerciſing the power impro- 
perly, as, in cafes were there was any intention of fraud, 
penalties would not come to him for remiſſion. If the gen- 
tleman could point out how crimes or perjury could be com- 
mitted, without intention, there would be ſome weight in 
his argument, but not otherwiſe. 

Mr. Livingſton ſaid, the anſwer which the gentleman from 
bennſylrania had given to his obiections to this bill, might, 
appear to his own. mind very compleat and concluſive; but 
they did not appear ſo to him. He told them the law now in 
force was in effect the ſame with the preſent bill, and yet he 
allowed that the word ( diſability,“ was ne bene here, 
though not in former bills. He had, ſhewn to. what an ex-- 
tent this would, lead, in pardoning crimes, Perjury, &c. But, 
ſay gentlemen, the Secretary of the treaſury will have power. 
to do this, only in, certain caſes, where the penalties, &c- 
have . incurred without intention of fraud. But who, 
he aſked, was to judge of this? The Secretary of the trea- 
fury. Who was to call him to account, in cate of improper, 
conduct ? Nobody. But it was ſaid the matter muſt firſt 
undergo an examination of the diſtrict judge ; but ſaid Mr. 
L. in this caſt, he only acts as an inſtrument, and not as a 
judicial officer, fince he only collected the facts and tranſ- 
mitted them to the Secretary of the treaſury. 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, there was more in the objections of the 
gentleman from New-York, than gentlemen ſeemed to- 
anſwer. It was not anfwering thoſe objections to ſay that the 
Secretary of the treaſury would only remit fines when offen- 


ces were not wilfully committed. The objection was, that 


he was ſet over the judicial power. There ſeemed to be 
another objection. Tho Conſtitution, he ſaid, had given 
Dower to the Preſident to pardon crimes. If remitting dif 
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Nays. 


Fiſher Ames, 
Abraham Baldwin, 
Theophilus Bradbury, 
Daniel Buck, 

Joſhua Coit, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
James Davenpart, 
George * 
George Ege, / 
Abiel Foſter, - 


Dwight Foſter, 1 


Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 

Ezekiel Gilbert, 

James Gilleſpie, 

Henry Glen, 

Chauncey Goodrich, 

| Roger- Griſwold, 
Robert Goodloe Harper, 

Thomas Hartley, 

John Hathorn, 

Thomas Henderſon, 

William Hindman, 

John Wilkes Kittera, 

George Leonard, 


Theodorus Bailey, 
Dav id Bard, 
Tho m as Blount, 


abilities were tantamount to pardoning crimes it was 
to another perſon a power which belonged only the Preſident. 
But he doubted whether the mere removal of diſability; could 


be conſidered as pardoning crimes. 
be careful of introdueing new words into laws, fince, "by 


YEAS. 


| Samuel Lytmati, 1351 
Nathaniel ile. 97 
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doing ſo, too: great powers might be given. He ſuppo 
there could be no objection to re- commit the bin, wad order 
to alter it according to the old law. 
The queſtion on paſſing | 8 bill was taken by ven and 


ew: 


Franeis Malbone, 
— 2 


He thought they ſhould 


ſed 


Wn Vans — 2 * ' 


Alexander D. Orr, 
Joſiah P arker, 


Eliſha R. Potter, 0 "i | 


Jotm Reed; 


amuel Sitgreaves, | | 
Jeremiah Smith, 
Nathaniel Smith, 


ä | Haac Smith, TIRE A 15 
Samuel Smith, | 


Wilham Cdn. 
Thomas Sprigg, 


_ Zephaniah Swift, 


George Thatcher, 
Richard Thomas, 


Mark Thomſon, | 
John E. Van Allen, : 
Peleg Wadſworth, and - 


John Williams, 
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Nathan Bryan, 
Demſey Burges, 
Samuel J. Cabell, 
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Thomas Claiborne, Anthony New, 

Iſaac Coles, _. | John Nicholas, 

Jefſe Fratklin, John Page, 

Albert Gallathi.” Juobhn Patten,” 

Chriſtopher — Jobn Richards, * 

Jonathan N. Havens, Nobert Rutherford, 
|», Jen S. Sherburne, 

James Holland, | Tompſon J. Skinner, 

Andrew Jackfon, ae en 

George Jackſon, | Richard Sprize, 3 jun. 

Edward Livingſtn, William Strudwick, 
Matthew Locke, John Swanwick, 8 
William Lyman, er Phillip Van Cortlandt, and 
Samuel Maclay, pays ; Richard Win. 34 wx 
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Mr. D. Foſter, from the ada ör Claims, to whom 
were referred the petittons of Griffin Griffith, of William 
Laken ri, and Smith his attorney, of John Rearden, of 
Philip Tabor, and 6f John Wootoh, made a report, which 
was $766 and ordered to lie on the table | 

b. Nichols reported a bill authoriſing the receipt of 
Exidences of the Public Debt for lands' of the United tes. 
lt was twice read and commitred to a committee of the wh 
The houſe went into a demmittee u it, made a = 
and it was ordered t6 be read { third time on Monday. 

Mr. Swanwick reported a bill for the relief of John Bro 
and another providing for the erection of certain buoys in ark” 
near the harbour of Boſton, which were committed to 4 
Committee of the whole on Monday. | e 

Mr. Brent reported a bill for incorporating the Com- 
miſſioners of the city of Waſhington, in the digte of Co- 
lumbia, which was diſpo ſed of in the ſame way. 

On motion of, Mr. W. Smith, the houſe reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole on me dilr making an appro- 
priation = the proſecution « of the claims of certain citizens of 
the United States, for the property captured by the Belli- 
gerent Powers, Mr. N uhlenherg 1 in the chair. 

Mr. Gallatin called for the reading of the reſolution which | 
directed the bill to be brought in. It directed an inquiry to 
de made into the fubject, and if it were found expedient to 
bay the expence incurred, to bring in a bill to authorize the 
expence; but the bill reported was merely an appropriation 
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| [The Reſolutiom not being found, after a few minutes 

ſearch el dA trol 4 — 
Mr. Sewall ſaid he was upon the committee who made 
this report. The committee did not think it neceſſary ta go 
into the enquiry with reſpect to the propriety of the expence 
Fro n the report of the Secretary of the Treaſury, ir oe e 
abſolutely neceſſary to appropriate the ſum of 50,000 dollars. 
With reſpect to the expence to be incurred in this buſineſs, it 
was not likely to be very great, as our agent had orders to de- 
duct the expence of every ſuit from the ſum recovered. The 


committee had therefore reported a bill, which in the art pa 
ragraph, recognized the propriety of this buſineſs, legalized 


what had been done, and appropriated the money wanted for 


this year. This the committee thought fulfilling the buſinels 
which was referred to them. The other queſtion relative to 
the conſtitutional power of the Preſrſent, might haye led, to 
conſiderable debate, without effecting any valuable purpoſe. . 
Mr. Gallatin called for the reading of Mr. Pickering's let- 
ter, of Febfuary 14, 1797. It Was read. It ſtated tha 
about 20l. ſterling had been advanced. to the Proctors on 
each cauſe; that the whole number of cauſes under Mr. Bay- 
ard's care in September laſt, was about 3003 that the colt of 
each eauſe was eſtimated at about 2501. that it had been pro- 
poſed. to claſs the cauſes, and ſelect one from each for trial; 
what the eventual coſt to the United States would be was un- 
certain; as the expence was to be deducted from every cauſe 
which was ſucceſsful; the expence of thoſe which were not 
ſucceſsful, would of courſe fall on the United States; and that 
proviſion ſhould be made for this expence was indiſpenſible, 
ſince Mr. Bayard had pledged the faith of the United States 
to diſcharge it. SET OO TO vr AO" 
The reſolution, which had been before called for was pro- 
/ p 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, it would be recollected, that the appro- 
priation contained in this bill, was firſt brought in, in the ge- 
neral appropriation bill. It was ſtruck out of that bill, and 
the reſolution juſt read was entered iuto, in order, if the 
ney was to be appropriated, that the expence ſhoutd at the 
ſame time be authorized. | Wis} 
The firſt ſection of this bill was in the ſame form as a com- 
mon appropriation, and the item might as well have remained 
in the general appropriation bill, as to have came in this form. 
The ſecond fection of the bill eſtabliſhed the principle, and de- 
cided that the money which may be advanced by the United 
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states for paying the expence of the ſuits, ſhould be refund- 
ed in a certain manner; but they have not decided upon the 
inciple whether only a part or the whole of the expence 
ſhould be paid. They have only authorized the Preſident to 
appropriate the money, in the uſual form of appropriations. 
They have ſaid ſo much money ſhali be appropriated; the 
manner in which it ſhould be applied was net determined 
This was what was done in relation to the Algerine buſineſs, 
and what ſhould be done in this caſe. He thought they 
ſhould take the ſubject under conſideration, and ſay how far 
they meant to go in the buſineſs, It they authariſed the 
Preſi ent to expend 50,000 dollars, as part of the experices, 
they ſhould ſay whether they meant to appropriate for the 
whole · expence to be incurred. The letter which had been 
read, informed them that our Agent, Mr. Bayard, had ple-g- 
ed the faith of the United States to defray the whole ex- 
pence, and if they appropriated the money without autho- 
rizing the expence, they would recognize the power of the 
Preſident, or of our agent, to do this. He therefore con- 
ceived, that the only way in which the buſineſs could be done 
was, to ſay how far they would authorize the Preſident of the 
United States to pledge the faith of the nation. If they 
meant to defray the whole, to ſay ſo; if only part, to ſay fo, 
and not appropriate 50,000 dollars, which would not be one- 
fourth of the expence, but which would acknowledge the 
thing itſelt. He wiſhed the buſineſs to be done in a direct 


Mr. G. ſaid, he had mentioned the other day, that he 
conceived, that, under the general clauſe of appropriation for 
foreign intercourſe, the Preſident was authorized to apply 
the money thus generally appropriated, to that ſpecific ob- 
jet and therefore he agreed with the committee in ſaying, in 
addition to the ſums heretofore appropriated, &c. But let 
us, ſaid he, inquire into the expence. They had been told, 
that in September laſt, that the whole number of caſes was 
about 300, the coſt of which would be, reckoning them at 
2501. ſterling each, 45,0001. ſterling. . At preſent, only 
20]. ſterling had been advanced on each, making a ſum f 
6,0001, there would, therefore, be wanting to complete the 
whole 69,000. ſterling. We might, ſaid he, either deelare 
our aſſent to it, merely becauſe Mr. Bayard, or our execu- 
tive, has pledged the faith of the United States, and there- 
fore put us under the neceſſity of doing this act; or we 
might authorize the Preſident of the United States, not only 
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in this caſe, but in all others under his direction. Welle 
even go farther. It was well known that depredations had 
been committed upon the property of our merchants by ano · 


ther power. It was to be hoped that ſome amicable means 


of ſettlement would alſo be agreed upon with that power, 
for the purpoſe of gaining reſtitution to our citizens, and as 
the Preſident had pledged the faith of the nation in the caſe 
of Great Britain, he might alfo do it with» France. We. 
might therefore, ſaid Mr. G. adopt the principle that not 
having a naval power to defend our commerce, we meant to 
aſſiſt our merchants in getting reſtitution for the 7 
which is from time to time taken from them by the Bellige- 
rent powers; or elſe we might fay that we are not under the 


neceſſity of doing this; but that in this inſtance the faith-of 


the United States being pledged, though without authority, 
yet being done, we found ourſelves in ſome degree, under 2 
reftraint to pay the money. One or other of theſe opinions 
ſhould be expreſſed. - He had endeavoured to amend the 
bill; but he found it difficult to introduce the ideas he wiſh-/ 
ed, by an amendment on the floor. He ſuggeſted the amend- 
ment he had thought of, but which did not altogether meet 
his ideas. He wauld rather introduce a new ſectiomi than 


amend this. „He therefore moved to ſtrike out the firſt ſec- 
121 eee da dh 
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Mr. Nicholas faid, it appeared to him a very important bu- 
ſineſs, independent of the two principles mentioned by the 
gentleman from Pennſylvania. They were called upon for 
an expence of 2 or 300, ooo dollars, which was never be- 
fore heard of, and for which they were told the faith of the 
nation was pledged. ” This he thought very extraordinary, 
and he had no doubt on his mind, that the Pre fident had no 
right to make this: pledge. 
He recollected when Mr. Bayard went from this country, 
it was at the beginning of a ſeſſion of Congreſs; and if it was 
known during the ſitting of Congreſs, that this expence was 
to be incurred, it was remiſſneſs in the Preſident not to have 
informed them of it. If, indeed, this expence was contem- 
plated, or the pledging of the faith of the United States, at 
that time, he did not think the legiſlature had been properly 
treated, or that the conduct of the executive was juſtifiable. 
He was not prepared to ſay, that the United States ſhould be 
bound to pay the expence of proſecuting the claims of our ci- 
tizens;. but, as the faith of the nation was pledged to pay the 
money, (whether juſtly or not) he muſt fay they were oblig- 
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ed to pay ere had no choice ibo muſt pay the mo- 


ne | 
He thought- aha committee of, commerce-and 1 
had not reported ſuch a bill as they ought to have done. 
He thought it ſhould be re- committed. The report might 
be made by Monday, It was an important ſubject; and, if 
the ſeſſion had been in an earlier ſtage, he ſhould have wiſhed 
to have made ſome enquiries from the executive on the ſub- 
ject; becauſe he thought the legiſlature had great reaſon to 
complain of not being cenſulted on the occaſion. 

Mr. Sewall ſaid, the two gentlemen laſt up had ſuggeſted 
ſereral important queſtions as neceſſary to be decided; for 
his own part, however, whatever thoſe gentlemen might 
think upon the buſineſs, he thought the Preſident wass juſti- 
fied in every thing he had done, under the power which was 
placed in him for regulating intercourſe with foreign nations. 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania ſeemed to think that un- 
der this power, he had no right to increaſe an expence be- 
yond the appropriation; but, he ſaid if that power gave him 
authority to expend the money. appropriated, it alſo gave him 
the power of expending whatever was neceſſary for that ob- 
ject. It was true, the chr might refuſe to appropriate for 
the expence after it was incurred; but if the Preſident had 
any authority at all to enter into any pecuniary engagements, 
he muſt enter into ſuch as appeared to him proper. In this 
caſe he thought the Preſident had acted with peculiar pro- 
priety; for he knew nothing which was of greater impor- 
tance with reſpect to foreign, intercourſe, than what related 
to the navigation of the high ſeas, the, right of protecting 
which, was certainly veſted in the general government. They 
were obliged either to authoriſe repriſals, or enter into ſuch 
negociation and ſettlement with foreign powers who commit- 
ted Jepredations upon our citizens, as would be likely to ob- 
tain redreſs for the injuries ſuſtained. The Preſident had 
choſen. the latter way. He had called upon citizens to bring 
forward their claims; they were brought forward, and an 
agreement to a ſettlement of them, had been ma le a part of 
a treaty betwixt Great Britain and this country. 

But ſay gentlemen, the expence ſliould have been autho- 
riſed by the legiſlature, and the committee, ho brought in 
this bill, ſhould have introduced a clauſe to authoriſe the 
expence, before they had appropriated the money. If this 
were the opinion of the houlez they would act accordingly ; 
they could approve. or approve of the bill * If 


gf 


they were to attempt to limit the power of the preſident of 
the United States in this reſpect, he believed it would inter. 
fere with a conſtitutional queſtion, for the diſcuſſion of which 
he believed they had not time; however, if the houſe choſe 
to inſtruct them to bring in ſuch a bill, they could do it. If 
the committee had not done all that they were directed, = 
were not diſcharged, and could proceed in the buſineſs; th 
did what they thought. was ſufficient, in appropriafing the 
50,000 dollars wanted. If more ſhould be wanted, a fur- 
ther appropriation would of courſe take plate; if not, there 
was no occafion to ſettle any Farther” queſtion upon the fub- 
ject. And if the propriety of this expence involved a con. 
ſtitutional queſtion, it might become a queſtion. whether che 
conſtitution ſhould be altered in that particular. 

But gentlemen aid, this act might imply that the Tbiited 
States were bound to pay whatever the Preſident of the U. 
nited States, or his agents, might pledge the faith of the na- 
tion to pay. This act, he faid, would not give the power 
to the Preſident to bind the nation, if the power did not 


already exiſt in the Preſident according to the eonſtitution. 


Gentlemen magnified exceedingly, Mr. S. ſaid, the ex- 
ce of this o One gentleman had calculated it at 


7 576001 ſterling; another at 300,000 doNars.' In order to 


make up this calculation, they reckoned 300 cauſes at 2 50, 
each. The fact, as reported by the Secretary of State, was 
altogether different. He ſtated that as the full number in 
cauſes ; but ſome of them had been tried, and the expente bf 
trial repaid, which would be the caſe in all, where the captures 
proved illegal; ſo that, in his opinion; the err a momef 
queſtion, diminiſhed to a ſmall ſum indeed. | 

Upon the whole, he did not ſee that the committee had 
pledged the houſe to do any thing which was objeQion- 
able; and if they had not done enough, the bill could be 
amended. 


Mr. Venable ſaid, this buſineſs came before them laſt 


year, though not in the ſame form. They were then called 
upon for 20,000 dollars. It was not ſtated in the eſtimate 
what the money was wanted for. Some gentlemen under- 
took to ſtate what was the object; they ſtated it as wanted 
to defray the expence of proſecuting the claims of our citi- 
zens. At that time the Houſe refuſed to grant the money 
upon that ground. It was, therefore, brought in afterwards 
in a different form. It was always underſtood, Mr. V. faid, 
that no money ſhould be appropriated for any objed, excefe 
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the expence was previouſly authorized by law; and. though 
the gentleman-from Maſſachuſetts had ſaid this expence was 
authorized under the general power given to the Preſident 
to regulate foreign intercourſe, he did not believe it. He 
had never been able to lay his finger upon that part of the 
conſtitution which could give colour to ſuch a conſtruction. 
Foreign intercourſe, meant merely diplomatic intercouſe, 
and it was wreſting the words to extend them to any thing 
elſe. Should it be ſaid, exclaimed Mr. V. that the Preſident 
of the United States, had the power, whenever a veſſel 
ſhould be ſeized with contraband goods, to apply the public 
money in bringing the cauſe to trial? And could it be aſ- 
certained that three fourths of the veffels which had been 
captured by the Britiſh, were not legally captured, on ac- 
count of their having contraband goods on board? Was there 
any principle upon which this could be aſcertained? If not, 
he would aſk upon what princi les, government were to ſtep 
in and pay the expence of proſecuting the claims of private 
individuals ?. Tue buſinels,gid not come under the d eſcrip- 
tion of foreign intercourſe, but was merely a queſtion. of 
commerce, This being his opinion, he never could agree 
to provide money for this purpoſe, Ss law was Palle 
to authorize the expence, and he thought that all money 
heretofore. expended on this buſineſs, was expended con- 
to ls. I _ Say 
Mr. Williams ſaid, from the ſtatement in the report of 
the Secretary of the Treaſury, they found a letter to him 
from the Secretary of State, adviſing, that the public faith 
was pledged to pay the amount of the coſts of the ſuits com- 
menced, -becaute it was, ary that our agent in. Englan 
ſhould procure ſecurities for the coſts in each caſe before-the 
Courts of Admiralty, and Court of Appeals; that the whole 
number of: cauſes. in September, laſt under his care was a- 
bout 300; that ( 20. ſterling had been advanced by Mr, 
Bayard, our agent, to each; that £80. ſterling would {gon 
be called for by the proctors for each cauſe, and that the 
amount of each cauſe. was calculated at 2 250 ſterling; that 
meaſures had been taken to claſs the cauſes, and in caſes where 


coſts only were in queſtion, it had been agreed to be left to an 
arbitration, From this ſtatement, he'conceived, they muſt 
appropriate a ſum equal to that for which the nation was 
pledged. He had only one objection to the clauſe, which 


was that of its being general, and which would include thoſe 
vho had carried on fic 


t trade, which ought not ta be pro- 
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riddg. Whatever amendment Ft thought to be. neceſſum, 
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vided for. There was one thing, however, in our 
reſpecting this ſubject. ſince Mr. King has deen tn' Lagdes 
our agent has been inſtructed to conſult him in all caſes! And 
the application of money in carrying on the ſuits; /is: wholly 
under Mr. King's controul. Hence fromthe. ability of that 
gentleman, we may reft ſatisfied thit cauſes arifing from car. 
Tying contraband goods, will not be admitted by bim, and 
we ought alſo to conſider, in all caſes of recovery, the. agent 
has been directed to deduct the coſts of proſceution 1 fo: hit 
the amount, will not be eventually ſo great as is by ſome ina 
gined. Beſides the want of money, to commence and 

on the cauſes may be the cauſe of loſing much to our citizens; 
and, as we have no protection to our commerce, we oughtts 
appropriate for the trial of all caufes, where it ſhould appear 
to haye happened by the fair trader. We cannot expeR, 
faid he, to maintain our neutrality without ſome expendi- 
tures of this nature. He Was oꝑpoſed to the committee 


it could: now be. done, or a he te ſubſtituted. Wich re- 
ſpect to the power of the Executive, he would only refer the 
committee to the act paſt lat ſeffiqn on this ſubject, aud he 
believed that would convince thetn that the E bg 
been fully authorized for what he had done. 
Mr. W. Smith faid, he was much ſurptiztd 10 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Venable) declare that there 
had never been a determination of that houſe to grant money 
for proſecuting the claims of our citizens. on account, of the 
fpoliations committed upon their property by foreign poem 
be was the more ſurpriſed, becauſe that getitleman Shad bim- 
ſelf oppoſed. the grant of money for this purpoſe at the laſt 
ſeſſion, when notwithſtanding the oppoſition, money wes 
granted to the Executive for his exprefs purpoſe... 

Mr. Venable denied having faid there was na law for he 
extending of 20,000 dollars. 

r. W. Smith faid he had clearly underſtood the 2 

Bia The fact was, the Preſident had ſent them a meſſage 
at the laſt ſeſſion, ſtating a deficiency with reſpect to the out- 
fits of Miniſters &c. but he added, in the meſſage alſo that 
the extraordinary expences of foreign intercourſe would 7 re- 
quire a farther ſum ; and in the eſtimate, after ſtating vari- 
ous ſums which would be neceſſary for outfits, and the pro- 
_ expence of obtaining papers, and proſecuting the claims 

our citizens, he ſtated a deficiency of 23,000 dollars, which 

um, after a long debate, in which there was conſiderable 
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oppolition to the meaſure, the Houſe voted the ſum, thereby 
ſanctioned the expence, and pledging themſelves to furniſh 
whatever further ſum might be wanted for that object. It 
was extraordinary then that it ſhould now be ſaid, that this 
was never underſtood, and that the expence ought now to be 
legalized, before any farther grant was made. Such a diffi- 
culty might, indeed, have been Brought forward at the laſt 
ſeſſion, with ſome propriety; but having then authorized 
the expence, by pafllag a law, predicated on the eſtimate be- 
fore their eyes; it was very extraorditiary that gentlemen 
ſhould now call the principle in queſtion: At this late period 
of the ſeſſion, to go into the buſineſs in the way propoſed by 
the gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. Gallatin) would de- 
feat the buſineſs entirely, and totally, prevent our citizens 
from obtaining the advantages ſecured to them by the treaty, 
of obtaining reſtitution for the property which had been cap- 
tured froni them. It would certainly be beſt to appropriate 
the 50,000 dollars now aſked for, and leave it to be here- 
after determined what further ſums ſhould be appropriated 
for this purpoſe. | 1 9 

It had been ſtated by the gentleman from Virginia; (Mr: 
Nicholas) that the Executive was to blame for not having in- 
formed the houſe, when Mr. Bayard was ſent to London 
that it was intended to defray the expence of theſe ſuits. If 
there were any blame in this, it would certainly not fall upon 
the preſent Setretary of State but upon his predeceſſor. 
They found by the report of the Secretary of the Treaſury, 
that Mr Randolph had drawn from the Treaſury as long 
2g0 as Feb. 1795, 10,600 dollars, for proſecuting appeals in 
England, and; in the ſame month, a farther ſuüm of 10,000 
dollars, and ln the April following a farthet ſum of io, ooo, 
making in the whole 30,005 dollars. But, ſays the gentle- 
man, Mr. Bayard was appointed at the beginning of a ſeſſion 
bf Congreſs, and therefore Congreſs ſhould have been con- 
fulted on the occaſion; but it would he recollected that in 
1795, they adjourned on the 3d bf March; and 25,000 dol- 
lars had been drawn from the "Treaſury for this purpoſe. in 
February, a ſhort tire before Congreſs adjourned, and 10,000 
in April, after they were aghourned: The gentleman was 
therefore miſtaken in ſaying Mr. Bayard received his' in- 
ſtructions to pledge the Unitec States at the commencement 
of the ſeſſion, for the monies were not drawn from thjae 26 
ſury till about the cloſe of the ſeilion. y 
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don, was, that he might ſuperintend this buſineſs, and he 
| 1 this kind would be brought to 
trial. Mr. S. then mentioned an inſtance wherein the Pre- 
ſident had exerciſed, a ſimilar power with the approbation of 
Congreſs though leſs in extent, which, he ſaid, proved this 
was not a new buſineſs. He truſted the ſection would not be 
ſtruck out; but if it could be amended ſatisfactorily he had no 
objection to amend it. RE 8 
Mr. Venable ſaid, the houſe refuſed to appropriate the 
money aſked for; the eſtimate which the gentleman bad 
read, came in afterwards. It was true that the houſe paſ- 
ſed upon it; but that did not convince him of the propriety 
of the expence. But the gentleman had gone further, and 
ſhewn that 30, ooo dollars had been drawn from the Trea- 
fury. He did not know by what authority this had been 
done. It was true they had appropriated a ſum for the ne- 
rociation with Algiers, under the general head of Foreign 
— Under this head, he believed, the ſums in 
queſtion had been drawn from the Treafury, though it was 
his opinion, and always had been, they were drawn from 
thence contrary to law, as the law appropriating a million of 
dollars for the treaty with Algiers, and did not contemplate 
any other expence. Beſides, if we had heretofore appro- 
priated money for this object it made no difference as to the 
propriety of making the preſent appropriation, which Ee could 
not. conſent to do until the expence was authorized by law- 
He thought the ſubject had never been ſo fixed as to war- 
rant this appropriation. No government he ſaid ever under- 


took to make good captures of the property of their citizens 


at ſea. | There might be inſtances, indeed, in which ſuch 
* | 
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captures were legal; and therefore, though he feltas much” 


for theſe violations as any man until this matter was” ſettled 
by law, and ſome greater check was put upon the expen- 
diture of the money, he ſhould never conſent to an appro- 
priation on this ſubject. _—_ 7 * 


vidual property of real eſtate, and individual property lof! 
at ſeaz and if the United States were bound to make up the 
loffes of one, he did not ſce what was ta prevent them from 
being called upon 'to make good the other. Inſtead of their 
being 300 caſes, he ſhould not wander to her of 3009, if the 


Mr. W, Lyman ſaw odifference betwxit the loſs of ind 
{ 


United States undertook to defray the expences of every 


trial brought forward. There was no doubt, that in many 
of theſe cauſes, the prizes would be condemned as legal, in 
which caſe the' United States would have to bear the whole 
of the expence ; beſides, to adopt a principal of this Hina 
was holding out an inducement for perſons to come forwar 
as, if nothing was gained, there was no riſk of loſs, ſince 
the United States were pledged for the whole expence; aud 
they might” ſuppoſe, from a failure of evidence that their 
goods were contraband, they might ſtand a chance of re- 
covering their property. "TOA Se vie 
When the meſſage of the Preſident came. before them re- 
tive to this buſineſs, Mr. L. ſaid, the object of the expenc 
was mentioned, but by the law the money was appropriate 
under the general head of Foreign Intercourſe; he ſuppoſed 
it was wanted to deftay the expence of ave A our ſea- 
men. The houſe never ſanctioned the payment of the ex: 
pence of the law ſuits in queſtion, _. „ 
There might be difference of opinion with reſpect to the 


propriety of protecting the property of our citizens ar ſcaz but 
the fituation of the buſineſs, as ſettled by treaty between 
Great Britain and this country put the queſtion upon a dif- 


ferent footing. Great Britain had authorized the perſons 


o 


who had ſuſtained loſſes by the capture of their property, to 


tome into their courts, and, if the property was captured 
contrary to law, they engage to reſtore it. Citizens had 
made their election; they had petitioned for this treaty to 
be carried into effect, that they might receive back their pro- 
perty; but where the United States, he aſked, to bear the 


expence of their ſuitę in doing this? He could not agree to 


t. by | | la 
So far as the United States might be pledged (though he 
ud not think they were pledged) he would agree to appro- 
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priate, as far as the expence incurred; but no farther, Theſe 
perſons, he ſaid, had relied upon the treaty to give them 
every thing and he hoped they would get all they expected 

y Cang, x find 
from it, but he did not wiſh the United Rates to be at the 
. expence of their ſuits. 

r. S. Smith ſaid, the money which had been appropriated 


had been appropriated under the general head of Foreign In. 


oper. But he ſaid, aneſtimate was laid before them laſt ſeſſion, 
in Shich it was ſaid, that a ſum was wanted for the, purpoſe 
of proſecuting the claims of our citizens in the Britiſh courts, 
The gentleman from $.. Carolina, Mr. W. Smith, firſt pro- 
poſed 40,000 dollars ſhoyld be appropriated for that purpoſe; 
afterwards 20,000 were agreed to, therefore, it was as well 
underſtood by the houſe to be appropriated for that object 
as if the pur ſe had been mentioned in the bill. So be un. 
derſtood! it, and N vo ted for it. 

The gentleman laſt up, he ſaid, had changed his .ground 
ſince the year 1594. 2 was then of opinion, with, himſelf 
and many others, that ths captures were illegal, and unjuffi- 
fiable ; nothing was then heard of their being juſtly con- 
demined ; that they might! _— had e goods on 
board. . 

Gentlemen ſaid no ather * ever came an to 
fr the expence of the law ſuits of their citizens, in ſuch a caſe, 


| 
| 
' 
{ 
tercourſ 3 and the Preſident had diſpoſed of it as he judged 0 
˖ 


e believed not. Other nations had power to defend them - ¶ m 

elves; they had ſhips to enforce proper reſpect. to their neu- . 
frality ; but gentlemen object to our having this force, and by 
therefore it was no more than reaſonable that our citizens W B: 
ſhould have redreſs in another way. Nor did he:know how © bu 
they could get rid of the expence, fince they had commit - of 
ted chemſeldes. Not only their agent had pledged the faith | 
of the nation; but they had pledged themſelves in the buſi on 
neſs at three different ſeſſions. They bad given merchants ot! 


to believe that they had taken the buſineſs into their own wa 


hands. If the Preſident had done wrong in taking up the ¶ pa 
ſubject, it ſhould have been corrected in its firſt ſtage; but, in 
inſtead of that, appropriations had been gone into, and the hae 
buſineſs had been going on. Pains were taken to expend i pri 
as little money as poſſible on the occaſion, and if individuale tha 
had been obliged to profecute their own claims, it would have riz« 
coſt them double the ſum which had been eſtimated. The 
zoo cauſes which had been mentioned, included claims off {up 
every deſcription, thoſe determined by arbitration would to | 


HE - I: a 
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jeſſen the number. He had received a letter from the mer. 
chants at Baltimore, who had heard from Mr. Bayard; and 
it appeared that many of the cauſes were referred for ſettle. 
ment to Proctor Nicholas and Mr. Scott, men of great integ- 
rity and ability. This would greatly leſſen the expence, and 
would never have happened had not government taken up 
the buſineſs, Citizens muſt either have gone through all the 
expence of the Britiſh courts, or have fat down with their 
joſſes. He enn have choſen the later, as the leaſt eam 
evils, , 

Mr. S. ſaid. ho was one of the ſufferers From Britiſh, caps 
tures. It had been generally ſuppoſed that he had laſt a 
great deal of property by them; but he had not. He had 
recoyered in every inſtance, having always been able to prove 
himſelf a native citizen of the United States. He had no 
claims now but for coſts, which: mounted to 16,000 a 
lars, "hp 

If government had not taken up the buſineſs, *. ould 
have caſt the United. States ten, times as much as it would 
now da... Under theſe impreſſions, be: bad no doubt, the 
houſe would agree to appropriate the money required. Af 
any other words were liked better than thoſe jat preſent in 
the bill, he ſhould not he nice e e eee 
the money was given 0 

As to contraband trade, be did not think hand would be 
many caſes of that kind; for he did not believe that any man 
who had been engaged in that trade, would expoſe | himſelf 
by making his claim; but there were many things which the 
Britiſh called cantrabatid,; which we did not allow to beſo; 
but he thought this buſineſs might date, left in the hands 
of Mr. Bayard and Mr. King. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid there were o diſtin ties the | 


one as to the propriety: of; incurring; certain expences ʒ the 


other relative to the power of authariſing the expence. He 


was in hopes no other queſtion than that of the propriety of 


paying the expence would have beeome a ſubject of diſcuſſion 
in this ſtage of the huſineſs. He thought the reſolution which 
had paſſed that houſe, directing an enquiry into the pro- 
priety of bringing in a bill authorizing the expence, had ſhewn 
that the wer was ſolely veſted in the 3 autho. 
rize it. * 

Two diffivent, grounds had been taken by centiewan to 
ſupport the opinions, that-the United States ſtand pledged 
to pay the expence, bag that therefore only an appropriation 


* 


(e 


was necoſſary. The. gentleman from Maſſachuſette, Mr. 
Sewall, ſeemed to think there was an inherent power in the 
Preſident, from his conſtitutional right of managing inter- 
courſe with foreign nations, to enter into à buſineſs of this 
kind, and that having the power, the neceſſary means muſt 
be furniſhed for carrying that power into effect. He ſeemed 
to think it involved a coſtitutional queſtion to limit the pow. 
er of the Preſident in this reſpect; but he called upon that 
tleman to point out to him that part of the conſtitution 
which gave to the Preſident the power which he was inclined 
to give him. He new that the conſtitution had given pow- 
er do the Preſident and Senate to make treaties, and that it 
had Been contended they in that way could pledge the faith 
of the nation; he hadneyer heard aſſerted before that-the 
Preſident, or his agent, had any power to do it. He knew 
alſo that the Preſident had the power to appoint miniſters, 
ambafſagprs, &c. but he ſaw no general power given to him 
by the conftitution to carry on an interoourſe with foreign 
nations, either directly or indirectly, which could warrant 
Him in pledgiug the faith of the nation. Indeed he conceived 
the power of granting money to be veſted ſolely in the legiſ. 
tature; and though according to the opinion of ſome gen- 
tiemen (though not in his) the Preſident and Senate could 
ſo bind the nation as to oblige the legiſlature to appropriate 
money to carry a treaty into effect, yet, in all other cafes, he 
did not ſuppoſe there had been any doubt with reſpect to the 


powers of the legiſlature in this reſpecd e. 
The next ground was, that they had pledged themſelves 
already to pay this expence; and, in ſupport ol this aſſertion, 
various arguments were produced! In the firſt place, it was 
ſaid, having once paſſed a law to: defray certain expences o 

foreipt intercourſe,” and the Preſident having the power of 
applying the money thus appropriated towards proſecuting 


the claims of our citizens under that general power, the ob- 


ject of expence had already been authorized. He could not 
believe this aſſertion was founded; he would look at the law 
which had been paſſed on this ſubject. He believed, indeed, 
that by the general manner in which the grants for foreign 
intercourſe had been made, that the Preſident had the pow- 
er to appropriate it to that 8 as far as the money would 
go; but he did not believe he had the power to go further. 
(Mr. G. here read an extract from the law). He ſaid this 
million of dollars was not only granted generally to defray 
the extraordinary expences of intercourſe with foreign nations, 
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but the law direfted, that the money ſhall be drawn from 
the treaſury on a bare certificate that it was wanted for 
foreign intercourſe. This being the caſe, though probably 
it was not the intention. of the legiſlature that the money 
ſhould goto any other purpoſe than for ſettling a treaty with 
Algiers, yet; under the twocircumſtances he had mentioned, 
he believed the money might be legally applied to the object 
upon which a part of it had been expended. . — is 
But, although he believed that by approprirtions made in 
this looſe way, ſuch an expenditure of money might be juſ- 
tified, yet he could not ſee any thing which could authorize 
the Executive to expend money beyond the. appropriation, 
without a ſpecific, power given for the pyrpoſe. * 10 
But the gentleman from S. Carolina ſuppoſed this expence 
had been ſanctioned laſt year, and, in order to prove his 
aſſertion, he had taken the eſtimate which had been laid 
before them. That eſtimate, he ſaid, was conveyed to them 
in a meſſage from the Preſident dated May 28, and the law 
was paſſed on the firſt of June. Of courſe, no certain in- 
ference could be drawn from an eſtimate laid before them 
only three days previous to their adjournment, and which had 
been inſerted as an additional clauſe in a bill, without hav- 
ing been printed. But what did that meſſage ſay ? It faid 
20,000 dollars were wanted for the purpoſe of proſecuting 
the claims of our citizens. No other information was. given | 
on the ſubject. They knew money had been expended in the 
Weſt-Indies for getting certain papers relative to the cap- 
tures; but, except this, they had no information. They 
had not, at that time been informed that the faith of tle 
United States was pledged by the Preſident for the payment 
of the expences attending the ſuits inſtituted for the recovery 
of our citizens property, and this act was now juſtified upon 
their having laſt ſeſſion voted 20,000 dollars for this object, 
and thereby, itavas ſaid, pledged themſelves to pay the whole 
expence. This argument ſhewed the neceſſity of being well 
acquainted with the extent of the object for which they ap- 
propriated, before they yoted away the public money ; for 
he ſuppoſed, if the money nowaiked, were granted, 1 5 or 
20 months hence, they ſhould be farther informed that Mr. 
Bayard had again pledged the faith of the United States for 
a farther ſuni, which muſt of courſe be paid. Therefore, 
be believed he was authoriſed in ſaying, that if the ſum now 
atked for was granted without annexing a clauſe ſpecifyin 


the authority they meant to give; it wquld afterwards be ſaid 


1 In 


that the whole expence to be incurred in the buſineſs had 
been legalized 5 as a proof of this, gentlemen ſaid that bez 
cauſe 20,000 dollars were laſt year appropriated, the whole 
expence was ſanctioned. This ſhewed with what caution it 
was neceſſary to act in a buſineſs of this kind: | 
Conchiding as he did; that the United States were not 
pledged co pay this money; that whenever the Preſident of 
the United States ſhould undertake to pletlge the faith of 
the United States, he thought he did it upon his own reſ- 
ponſibility, and threw himſelf upon the mercy of the Legiſla- 
ture, who could approve. or diſapprove his act. If they 
meant to appropriate the money, it was neceſſary firſt to con- 
firm what he had done; for if they appropriated the 'money, 
without this confirmation, they would act contrary to the 
conſtitution, they would ſuppofe a power of fo doing pre- 
exiſting in the executive. h DE 
As to the propoſition for paying the expence of the ſuits 
in queſtion, he was not well enough acquainted with the caſes, 
to come to a concluſion upon the ſubject; he could not ſay, 
whether the Preſident acted right or wrong in authorizing 
Mr. Bayard to pledge the faith of the United States to pay 
the expence; but he fully agreed with the gentleman from 
Virginia, Mr. Nicholas, that the legiſſaturę ſhould have been 
informed of the tranſaction as ſodn as it had been done; and 
the remarks of the gentleman from South Carolina, Mr. W. 
Smith, with reſpect to the money being drain from the 
treaſury by a former Secretary, did not amount to any thing; 
they did not know the ſecretary in the buſineſs; they did not 
authorize the thing to be done; it was the Prefident who 
gave the inſtructions. He conceived, therefore, that the 
Preſident was chargeable with neglect for not having informs 
ed the legiſlature when the buſineſs was done; but, at'pre- 
ſent, the thing being done, although he ſaw many difficulties 
in the way; though illegal claims would be favored, and 
where they were fo, the expence would fall wholly upon the 
United States, yet, he muſt confeſs, he agreed in a great de- 
ee in opinion with the gentleman from Maffachpfetts, Mr: 
Sewall that they ought to aſſiſt, in a certain degree, citizens 
whoſe property had been captured by the belligerent powers, 
in their endeavours to recover it. He believed, in the ſitua- 
tion they were in, the Preſident of the United States having 
of his own accord, pledged the faith of the nation, though 
the legiſlature was not thereby pledged to find the money; 


yet he felt the propriety of doing it. 
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The motion which he made to ſtrike out the firſt ſection, 
s going againſt the principle of the bill, might be effected in 
a more direct way, by the committees _ and being diſ- 
charged from a farther conſideration of the ſubject; and the 
bill being re-committed, in order to have a clauſe inſerted au- 
thorizing the expence. -— _ | a 

Mr. Harper believed, that if the object which the gentle- 
man had in view was a proper one, it might be effected, 
without ſtriking out the firſt clauſe, or the committee rifing. 
Mr. H. after going at ſome length into the buſineſs to prove 
the propriety of the Preſident's having acted as he had done, 
concluded with agreeing that it would be well to paſs a law 
authorizing the expence, but that it might be very well done 
by way of amendment. Ro 

The, queſtion for the committee's rifing, was put and ne- 
gatived, 44 to 42. 


Mr. W. Smith ſaid, he would make one or two obſervati- 
ons in anſwer to the geritleman from Pennſylvania, Mr. Gal- 
latin. He did not think it was necetlary, at this late period 
of the ſeſſion, to go into a diſcuſſion of the conſtitutional 
powers of the Preſident, as ſuch a diſcuſhon might occupy the 
remainder of the ſeſſion. He ſhould not, therefore, take this 
ground becauſe he had ground ſufficiently ſtrong without it. The 
Preſident had certainly a right to do what he had done, if he con- 
conceived ĩt indiſpenſibly Dees for the public good; but ſub- 
mitting it afterwards to Congreſs to ſanction the proceeding. 

They had already ſanctioned what he had done, for the law of 

laſt ſeſſion fully authorized the Preſident to act in the man- 

ner in which he had acted. Indeed, upon the gentleman's 

own doctrine, he muſt vote for this appropriation, becauſe he 
ſaid, if they now voted for this money, they ſhould ſtand 

pledged for the whole expence; now they had at the laſt ſeſ- 

ſion appropriated money on the ſame account, and therefore 

according to the gentleman's reaſoning ſtood pledged to fur- 
niſh the remainder. But how did the gentleman get over 

this difficulty? He ſaid, as the papers alluded to came into 

the houſe only three days before the cloſe of the ſeſſion, they 
were not entitled to much conſideration. According to this 

argument, all the laws which they might now paſs, would be 
entitled to little weight, becauſe there was not ſufficient time 
to conſider them fully. His next objection was, that the 
meſſage had not been printed. He did not think that was 
neceſſary, ſince the whole item conſiſted but of three or 
four lines.  The-meney was ſaid to be wanted to defray the 
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expence of getting papers, and. proſecuting the claims F our 
citizens, When this eſtimate was before them, they voted the 
money in- queſtion, they could not therefore, be ignorant of 
tue purpoſe for which it was wanted, © 

It was well-known, Mr. S. ſaid, that when the appropri- 
ation for foreign intercourſe 'was under conſideration, 
he moved an additional ſum of 40,000 dollars for contingent 
expences. He wascalled upon to explain for what this ſum was 
wanted, when he informed the houſe it was neceſſary for de- 

frayim ſundry contingent expences of foreign intercourſe, 
but particularly for proſecuting the claims of our citizens, 
whoſe property had been captured by the belligerent powers. 
It was then objected, that the expence was not authorized; 
others thought the ſum too much for the purpoſe; but the 
gentleman from Maryland, Mr. S. Smith, and the gentleman 
from Pennſyivania, Mr. Swanwick, who were well acquaint- 


nn WS 


ed with the expenſiveneſs of Englith courts, of juſtice, ſaid it ; 
was a ſmall ſum for that object. The houſe, however, re- j 
'tuſed to appropriate 40,090 and even 39,000, and agreed WM _ 
upon 20,000 dollars. The Preſident two or three days after- 
wards ſent them a meſſage, ſaying, that it would be neceſſa- : 
ry that there ſhould be appropriated a farther ſum for de- I n 
fraying the expences of foreign intercourſe, and particularly W 
for proſecuting the claims aforeſaid. On which eſtimate they 0 
paſſed a law granting the money by which vote they ſanction- 1 
ed the expence, and it was too late now to ſay it was a ne 70 
ſubject. He therefore took it for granted, from the argu- of 
ments of gentlemen themſelves, that the houſe ſtood pledged MI - 
to pay the expence- | | | ef 


Mr. Nicholas thought, what the gentleman laſt up had faid 
about one part of the houſe thinking the ſum which he had bs 
propoſed to appropriate laſt ſeſſion too large, and others too 
ſmall, was a proof that they ſuppoſed the ſum then aſkedfor, | 
was the whole of what would be required. And was there WJ , 
no difference, he aſked, betwixt voting for 20, ooo dollars, em 
.when it was ſuppoſed to be all that was wanted, and voting W in 
for go, doo, when they were told that 300,000 dollars would FF - 
be neceſſary ? beſides it was eſtabliſhing a principle to guide all fiir 
future congreſſes. The firſt thing to be done, he ſaid, was to . 
lanction the expence; but, if there was a majority of that ro, 
houſe incline! to vote againſt the buſineſs, they ought to do _ 
it without fear of offending any man. If the expence ſhould * 
be authorized, he would vote for the money, but not other- ¶ not 
wile; | 
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Mr, Buck hoped they ſhquld not take up. their time at 
preſent," in diſcufling what were the powers of the different 
branches of government. It was not neceflary for thei now 
to enquire whether the Preſident had a'righr/to pledge the 
faith of the nation, or whether they had pledged themſelves 
to pay the expence, or not. All that was required by gen- 
tlemen oppoſed to the queſtion in its preſeit form, ſeemed to 
be that the expence ſhoul! be Enn He thought there 
could be noobjection to the doing of this, ſince if the Preſident 
hal the power, it would not be diminiſhed by ſuch àmeaſure, 
The queſtion was, whether it was expedient and proper to 
authorize this expence, and make the appropriation,” If it 
were, and it would ſuit gentlemen to do the buſineſs beiter in 
this way, he hoped it would not be objected to, but that the 
bill Woul be amended and the appropriation made. 
Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, He did not feel any of the ſcruples 
which many gentlemen had expreſſed reſpecting the form of 
the ſection in queſtion; nor did he fl the leaſt doubr of this 
legality of the Preſident exerciſing a diſcretionary power, to 
do what he had done. He thought the diſcuſſion of ſuch 
great conſtiturional queſtions, ought to be avoided as much 
as poffible, particularly at a time like this, wheh we have ſo 
much to do, and ſo little time to do it in: It appeared to the 
opinion of the houſe that an appropriation ſhoald be mage, 
he thought, therefore, that it could he eafily done, as the 
mode, only, was the preſent ſubje&, he therefore moved a 
reſolution authoriſing the Preſident ' to proſecute the claims 
of citizens whoſe property had been captured. 8 7 e 
Mr. Gallatin faid, he had prepared a motion to that 
effect, but it did not pleaſe him; he had therefore now ib 
amended it as he thought would anſwer every purpoſe. It 
OK h c ˙ » 
Reſolved. OE „ 
“That the Preſident of the United States be, and he is 
hereby authorized to advance on account of the ſeveral prize 
cauſes, before the Court of Admiralty and Courts of Appeat 
in England, a ſum ſufficient to defray the coſt thereof, ſo 
far as the Agent of the United States may have become 
ſurety for the ſame; and that for defraying the expences 
during the year 1797, and that which may be incurred an 
procuring from the Admiralty Courts of any of the Belli- 
gerent powers, copies of papers relative to the property of 
American citizens captured by any of the faid powers, aſum 
not wy 50,000 dollars, ſhall be and is hereby appro- 
priated. i 8 


(, 2 ) 

WIr. . Stnith roſe to reply to Mr. N rcholas, 1 1 faid, 
had not rightly ſtated his obſervations, he had only noticed 
part of what Mr. S. {aid :—He ſaid, that laſt ſeſſion ja cer- 
tain ſum was objected to as. large, and a ſmaller agreed to 
by 1 houſe; but he alſo faid, that two gentlemen, who had 
ma the larger ſum, after the meſſage from the Preſident 

g the houſe it was too ſmall, then voted for the 

. Mr. Smith did not object to the amendꝶment. 

he queſtion was then put on Mr. Sitgreaves motion 

= loſt. That on Mr. Gallatin's amendment was agreed 

to. The houſe then took it up, and the amendment being 

agreed to, the bill was ordered for a third ann on 
onda 

On Le of Mr. Gallatin, the bouls reſolved itſglf 3 into 
. a committee of the whole on the bill to accommodate. the 
Preſident of the United States, Mr. Mahlenberg in tp 
chair: when 

Mr. Henderſon ſid, he wiſhed for information 5 thi 
ſubject, as he had not ſufficient to convince; him, of the pro- 
priety of 1 ehe a dollars, in addition to the; furni- 
ture now in on of the Preijdent ; he therefore: moved 
2 o ſtrike out 05 14,000, for the purpoſe of inſerting 5,000. 

he bill informing them that this ſum, .in addition to what 
might ariſe from the ſale of ſuch of the preſent furniture as 
may be decayed, out of repair, or unfit for uſe, was to be 
laid out. in furniſhing the houſehold for the Preſident. It was 
very lately that they, had received a propoſition from the Se- 
nate to advance the ſalary of the Preſident 5,000 dollars; 

the bill was rejected by that houſe. It appeared to him that 
this bill went to effect the ſame thing i in a different way. If 
the object was merely to furniſh the houſehold of the Prefi- 
dent, he thought a much leſs ſum would be adequate to that 
purpoſe. He. thought 5,000, with the proceeds of the ſale 
of ſuch of the preſent furniture, as was unfit, for ſervice, 
might be ſufficient. He had no doubt that the ſum would 
make the furniture of the Preſident for four years 1 come, 
equal to what it had been for four years paſt. 

Mr. Nicholas wiſhed the gentleman would leave th lum 
blank, inſtead of inſerting 5,000. _ BED 
Mr. Henderſon conſented. 

The queſtion 1 was taken, and negatived 42 to 39. 

The committee then roſe, and the houſe having taken up 
ede. . r 3 7 op 
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Mr. Nicholas ſaid, as a majority of the houſe was againſt 
ſtriking out this ſum, he wiſhed to have - ſome information 
why this ſum was fixed upon, and for what purpoſe it was to 
be applied. No one wiſhed more than he did to place the 
Preſident in a ſituatiog conformable to his ſtation; but, ac 
cording to his information, this ſum was more than was 
given to the preſent Preſident on his Entering upon the office, 
though there remained the whole of the furniture, moſt of 
which. was, worth as much at this time as it was when firſt 
ar K oo 
Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, he would give to the gentleman all tbe 
information Whieh be had on the ſubject. In the year 1778 
or 1779, by a reſolution of the old Congreſs, an houſchgld 
was eſtablithed for the Preſident of Congreſs. This remain- 
ed until the preſent government went into operation in the 
year 1789. It was then reſolved, that Mr. good ſhould 
be requeſted-.to-.fit wp the houſe. in a- proper manner for 
the reception of the Preſident of the United States. In that 
year the lay paſſed for. compeniating the Preſident of the 
United States, which enacted that a ſalary of 25 „00% dollars 
ſhould be allowed him, together with the uſe of the furni- 
ture then in his poſſeſſion, / belonging to the United States. 
This furniture coſt the United States 13,657 dollars, 83 cents. 
During the period from 1779, when the houſehold was firſt 
eſtabliſhed, until 1789, when the Preſident of the United 
States. entered upon his office, the furniture which had'been 
purchaſed. for the Preſident of Congreſs, was ſo much de- 
cayedz that jt required nearly 14,000 dollars to repleniſh it. 
It was the opinion of the joint cominittee, therefore, that in 
a lapſe ol eight years, viz. from 1789 to the preſent time, 
the furniture then purchaſed muſt have experienced equal 
dilapidatign and decay, and that a ſum at leaſt as large as was 
then. allowed (particularly when it was conſidered that the 
price of goods was very much advanced fince, that time 
ſhould.now be allowed for putting the preſent houſehold up- 
on the ſame footing of reſpectability and convenience with that 
at New-York in 1789. Mr. S. did not know that he could 
give any further information on the ſubject. It was a matter 
of notoriety. that a great part of the goods then purchaſed 
were worn out and deſtroyed z ſuch as the houſchold linen, 


crockery-ware, &c. and that the Preſident, had renewed them 


at his own expence; inſomuch that if he were to take out of 
the houſe the furniture which he had ſupplied, there would 
little remain in it beſides tables, chairs, bedſteads, and a few 


* 
} » 


{1 WM? 
les: ſince ell the carpets and ornamental furniture 


An e ance all the carpets | 

"of the houſe had been purchaſed by himſelt. 
"" Whilſt he was up, he would wiſh to obviate the\only 6. 
jection which had been adduced to this bill. The gf 

from. New-Jerſey, Mr. Henderſon, had ſuppoſed that this 
allowance was meant to carry into effect what had been re: 


jected in another way, alluding to the propoſed advance of 


ſalary. That gentleman might ſee a'very obvious diſtinction 
between the two things. If 5,000 dollars had been added 


to the ſalary of the Preſident, he could have difpoſed(of i 
as he pleaſed ; but the money now propoſed to be'grahted, 


was to be employed in the purchaſe of furniture, &c. which 


would remain the property of the United States, and would 
devolve upon the next Preſident. Mr. 8. faid, be would add, 


that in the joint committee there was not a diſſenting Vice 
to the propoſition, and he hoped there would not be one in 
TECC 
The queſtion was put for .cngroing the bill for a third 
reading, and carried, there being 50 yotes in favour of f. 
This day and Monday were mentioned for the third read. 
ing, the queſtion was carried for the moſt diflant” dh, 
40 to - | "2X x 15 . 
A enge was received from the Senate, informing the 
houſe, that they had reſolved that the bill allowing a 3 2 


back on domeſtic ſpirits exported by the Miſſiſippi in veſſels 
of leſs than 30 tons burthen, ſhould be poſtponed till ot 
ſieſſion; that they had paſſed the bill for the benefit of the wi 
dow de Neufville : the bill for allowing the Secretary of the 
Treaſury to remit fines in certain caſes; the bill for con- 


tinuing in force the laws againſt certain crimes committed 
againſt the United States ; and the Poſt Office bill with 
amendments. „ ec 7d 
A petition of Elizabeth Flagg was preſented, praying a fe- 
conſideration of her claim, for her late huſband's ſervices 
Laid on the table. r e ee e e 
The Speaker laid before the houſe a letter from the Secre- 
tary at War, incloſing a liſt of invalid penſioners. Referred 
to the committee of claims. 250 1 
The houſe went into committee on the bill to ſuſpend in 
E the duties on ſnuff and refined ſugar, and reported the 
ame without amendment, when the houſe took it up, agreed 
to it, and ordered it for a third reading on Monday.  - 


* * 


„ 

Mr. Brent reported a bill for incorporating the commiſſions 
ers at the Federal City. Referred to a committee of the 
whole on Monday next. © ng 
| E. Adjourned. 


1 . 
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: Monday, February 27. 


The bill authoriſing evidences of the public debt to be re- 
ceived in payment for lands; and 

The bill for ſuſpending the act for laying a duty upon ſnuff 
and refined ſugar, were read the third time and paſſed. 

The bill making an appropriation for proſecuting the claims 
of certain citizens of the United States, for property captur- 
ed by the belligerent powers, was read the third time, and 
after a motion made by Mr. KitchelPF to re- commit it in order 
to have introduced into it a proviſion againſt paying the ex- 
pence of the trials in caſes where the property was legally con- 
demned, from the veſſels having had contraband goods 


board, which was negatived 54 to 27, it paſſed by yeas and. 


nays as follow : 


TAS. 


Fiſher Ames, Francis Malbone, 

Abraham Baldwin, Andrew Moore, 8 

Theophilus Bradbury, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, | 
Demſey Burges, William Vans Murray, | 
Joſhua! Coit, ” John Nicholas, | 
William Craik, Alexander D. Orr, | | 
Samuel W. Dana, Joſiah Parker, 

James Davenport, John Patten, 

George Dent, Eliſha R. Potter, 

George Ege, John Reed, 

Dwight Foſter, John Richards, 

Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Samuel Sewall, 

Albert Gallatin, John S. Sherburne, 

Ezekiel Gilbert, Sarauel Sitgreaves, 

Henry Glenn, Tompſon J. Skinner, 

Chauncey Goodrich, fre Smith) - 

Roger Griſwold, _ N:athaniel Smith, 

Robert Goodloe Hatper, Ilge Smith, 

Thomas Hartley, Wpiliam Smith, 

John Hat hörn, 


Hichara Jprigg, jun. 


\ 
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Jonathan N. Hayes. | Thomas Spaiggs Ns 


obo Heath, . John Swanwick, | 
homas Henderion,: MET ephaniah Swift, 1 4 * 
William Hindman, '\ "George Thatcher, "4 | teh 
John Wilkes _ | John E. Van Allen, 
George Leonard, Peleg Wadſworth, and AY 
Samuel Lyman, "us John N 5354 
1 | NAT. S. rife ant 
Thomas Blount, Andrew Jackſon, 
Samuel J. Cabell, George lackſon, 
Thomas Claiborne, Aaron > Nicchell, e 
John Clopton, FP bas | Mathew Locke, 9 > = py bi * 
Ifaac Coles, William Lyman, * 1 
Henry Dearborn, „ Samuel Maclay, , . 4» 
William Findley, Nathaniel Macon, Ray” 
leſſe Franklin, John Milledge, 12 
James Gilleſpie, Anthony New, , 
Chriſtopher Greenup, Robert Rutherford, 9 
Andrew Gregg, William Strudwick, 6 
Wade Hampton, Abraham Veuable, 2 ol 
Carter B. Harriſon, Richard Winn. 27. 
James Holland, | | ; | 14 


Mr. A. Foſter came in a Gora the committee of enrolmmi 
juſt as the clerR was about-to-ſtate the votes, and wiſhed to 
have been on the affirmative; but as he was not in the houſe 
to anſwer to his name when called, it was not allowed. 

The bill to accommodate the Preſident was read the chi 
time; when Mr. Heath moved to have the bill re- commit 
for the purpoſe of. ſtriking out 14,000 to inſert 8,000. 
thought 14,000 dgllars too large a ſum to be given: to. 4 
chaſe new furniture; 8, ooo he thought would be a ſufficiently 
handſome ſum for the purpoſe. They were apt, he ſaid, tobe 
too laviſh with the public money on ſome occaſions, and.too 
ſparing on others. He had not been ſatisfied with the rex 
ſons which had been given by the chairman of the committee, 
for giving the ſum now in the bill. At a time when; our 
treaſury was ſo much in want of money,. he did not wiſh.ſo 
large a ſum to be given for this purpoſe ; nor did hethink it 
neceflary, except it were to put our Preſident in the ſtyle o 
a potentate or prince. And this he was'ſure the Preſident o 
the United States would not with, - as he believed he v.. 
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gentleman of-great economy, and would ſpurn at any thin 
like tinſel or expence. Five thouſand dollars had been 
thought a ſufficient ſum for. this pon rpoſe, but lie was willing 
to give 8,000. He hoped the bill would therefore be re- 
committed, and this lum be inſerteee. 

Mr. Macon ſeconded the motion for re- committing the bil, 
He was againſt it altogether. He did not ſee why they 
ſhould furniſh the houfe of the Preſident, any more than that 
of any other of their officers. He thought the thing impro- 
per at firſt, and that it was wrong to continue the practice. If 
the falary was not large enough, it ſhould be made larger, 
though he thought it ſufficiently large. | 

Mr. Rutherford concurred with his colleague, Mr. Heath, 
in this buſineſs. It was neceſſary, he ſaid, that republicans | 
ſhould be conſiſtent. If we thus give away the people's mo- 
ney, faid he, ſhall we not be charged with rapaciouſly put- 
ting our hands into their pockets ? Have we not, added he, 
refuſed to redreſs grievances and injuries, and to do juſtice to 
many deſerving and diſtreſſed citizens, becauſe our treaſury is 
low? And ſhall we now, when there is no right reaſon for it, 
lay holdof the public treaſury, and laviſh away 14, ooo dollars. 
For what? For adding new furniture to the houſe ofthe Preſi- 
dent. No; he was willing to render him all poſſible reſ- 
pect; he remembered well his letter to our ſiſter Republic of 
Holland. He had a pretty good memory. He remembered 
well his patriotiſm ; but he ſaw no reaſon in giving him 14,000 
dollars. He would give him 8,000, which he thought would 

ea very pretty compliment; but to give 14,000 would out- 
rage every idea of that economy and republican ſimplicity, 
which ought to characteriſe the American nation. Why, 
laid he, thall we, who are a confederacy of the democratic re- 
publics, everlaſtingly keep our eyes upon the pageantry of 
Laſtern courts? Let us rather attendito our own character, 
than to that of any deſpotic nation on earth. He hoped the 
would be re-committed. 

The queſtion for re-committing was carried 45 to 40. 

The houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee of 
the whole on this bill, when 

Mr. Heath moved to ſtrike out 14,000 and inſert 8,000. 

Mr. Gilleſpie called for the eſtimate which he un ſerſtood 
was in poſſeſſion of the committee. Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid there 
was no eſtimate before the houſe or committee. All that he 
had {een was a lift of the furniture, which had been purchat- 
ed for the PrefiJeutin 4789. Hehimfelf had not had patience 
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to/go through it; but if the gentleman wiſhed, it* might be 
read to the ab] 

Mr. Hartley hoped there would have been ng objeclion to 
this buſineſs. He thought the chairman of the committee 
had fully ſhewn the propriety of granting the 1 4,000 do]: 
lars to th Preſident, who was not merely an officer of the 
governme v but a branch of it. It was not giving the mo- 
| hey away, but merely advancing it on account of the United 
States; he was not in favour of high ſalaries, but he wiſhed 
the ſituation of the Preſident to be made comfortable and 
reſpectable. 

Mr. Heath ſaid, he believed a great part of che furnieats 
. which was purchaſed in 1789, was at preſent as good as when 
hid in, this was particularly the caſe with reſpect to the ma- 
hogany furniture; and he thought the 8,000 dollars would 
de a ſufficient ſum to replace all artitles of a periſhable na. 
ture, ſuch as carpets; linens, &c. 

Mr. Holland was in favour of ſtriking out, becauſe it was 
only neceflary to appropriate as much as might be neceſſary 
whilſt government remained bere, as when it ſhould be re- 
moved, the furniture now uſed, might not be ſuitable for the 
| houſe at py At that time, he ſuppoſed a farther 

fum would be called for, and therefore he thought a leſs ſum 
than 14,000 dollars, would be ſufficient for the preſent pur- 
ole. 
4 Mr. Williams was in favour of the bill as it ſtood: He had 
been told that it was the intention of the ſtate of Pennſylva- 
nia, to make an offer to the Prefident of the houſe which 
had lately been erected in this city; if ſo; perhaps the furni- 
ture which might be purchaſed for it, would be ſuitable fot 
the houſe in the Federal city. He had before faid, that he 
thought it would have been better to have augmented the fa 
lary of the Preſident and let him putchaſe his own furniture. 
But as that had not been agreed to, he wiſhed the committee 
now to riſe and report progreſs, that information might be 
gained on the ſubje&; becauſe he thought if he was to have 
that houſe, that ſum would not be too large. 

Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, he did not know whether the legiſla- 
ture of this ſtate would conclude to make the Preſident the 
offer which the gentleman laſt up had mentioned; but of 
this he was ſure, that if they did, he could not afford to at- 
cept of it. For, if this bill paſſed, he was certain that under 
ſach circumſtances, he could not remove into that houſe, be- 

cauſe he would not be able to furniſh it. 
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Mr. S., ſaid, he was ſurpriſed the houſe ſhould fo fuddenly | 
change their opinion. He thought he had given ſufficient in- 
formation on the ſubject, to have ſhewn the neceſſity of the 
grant. [Mr. S. here repeated what he had before noticed 
reſpecting what had been allowed on a former occaſion.] 
When gentlemen entered minutely- into the ſubject, they 
ſcemed to have information which was not very correct. He 
believed the ſum mentioned in the bill not more than ſuffici- 
ent. The decay which had taken place in the Preſidents 
houſehold, woul.] require that ſum to make it good. The 
gentleman from Virginia ſuppoſed there were many articles, 
not periſhable in their nature, which could not have been in- 
jured by their uſe. - He was miſtaken. There was nothing 
but about 800 dols. worth of plated ware and the mahogany 
furniture which could at all come under this deſcription. In- 
deed, any gentleman who was in the habit af paying his reſ- 
pects to the Preſident of the United States, muſt have ſeen 
with regret, that the appearance of his furniture was ſo far 
inferior to that which was ta be found in the houſes of any 
of our wealthy citizens, or even of thaſe in moderate circuin- 
ſtances, When this was a notorious fact, what graund, he 
aſked, could gentlemen have for comparing the houſehold of 
the Preſident, to the pomp and ſplendour of Eaſtern courts ? 
On the cantrary, he thought there was a humility of appear- 
ance in the houſe of the Preſident, which he would not fay 
was a diſgrace to the country, but which at leaſt proved i its ri- 
gid economy. 

The gentleman from N. Carolina, Mr. Macon, had add 
he knew no reaſon why the houſe of the Preſident ſhould 
be furniſhed any more than that of any other officer of the 
government. Perhaps it was not quite correct to call the 
Preſident of the United States an officer of goyernment; he 
believed he was an independent branch of the government, 
He ſuppaſed the ſame reaſon exiſted naw for furniſhing the 
houſe of the Prefident which exiſted far furniſhing that of 
the Preſident of Congreſz, and afterwards that of the gentle, 
man now going out of office, And he thought, at a time 
when money was of much leſs value than it was eight years 
ago, at leaſt an equal ſum ſhould be allowed for this purpoſe 
to what was then allowed. If they took into conſideration 
the private fortunes of the two gentlemen, the reaſon for 
doing ſo, would appear ſtronger. 

Mr. S. ſaid he was ſorry to find gentlemen inclined to 90 
more particular L into this buſineſs than the committee had 
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already gone. It would be found thatthe greater part of the 


furniture of the houſe was wholly defiroyed; the fact with 
reſpect to Carpeting was indiſputable, as it was well Known 


the whole of that had been renewed by the preſent officer. 
Under theſe circumſtances, he truſted the Houſe would not 
heſitate to give for this purpoſe the ſum mentioned in the 
bill. 

It was an unfortunate drcurhflante, Mr. 8. Ay hit 


the moment they were called upon to make an appropriation, 


gentlemen came forward, and ſpoke of the embarraſſments 
of our Treaſury; but when propoſitions were laid before 
them for raiſing revenue, they were told we did not want 
the money. He truſted the United States would never be 
in ſuch a ſituation as not to be able to make comfortable pro- 
viſion for their Chief Magiſtrate; if ſo, they would be in a 
more degraded ſtate than their wort enemies had ever re. 

eſented them. * 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid he voted for going into a corkitintes of 
of the whole on-this ſubject, from an idea that the ſum pro- 
poſed to be given to the Preſident was larger than was ne- 
ceſſary, though he confeſſed he could not fay what that ſum 
ought exactly to be; he was for giving enough, and rather 
too much than too little. Indeed, when he conſidered that 
the whole ſum vas not to be expended, except it ſhould be 
found neceſſary, and that a certain ſtyle was expected to be 
obſerved in this ſtation, he was not for ſtinting the ſum to 
what ſhould be thought juſt enough for purchaſarg furniture. 
If the whole of the money granted muſt of neceſſity be ex- 

nded in furniture, he ſhould have had more heſitation on 
the ſubject; but as the expenditure would be left to the diſ- 
cretion of the Preſident, he could not ſuppoſe, from the well 
known habits of economy of that gentleman, it would be 
improperly diſpoſed of. He therefore, felt no difficulty in 
agreeing to the ſum in the bill; for though he thought the 
ſum too large, yet he would not ſo confine the appropriation, 

as to oblige their officer to go about the ſtreets to look out 
for ch eap purchaſes of furniture. 

Mr. W. Smith thought the gentleman laſt up had put the 
buſineſs upon a proper footing, infaying the ſum ought not 
to be confined to what was abſolutely neceſſary.” The habits 
of economy of the gentleman elected to the office were too 
well known, to ſuppoſe he would go to any extravagant 
jenghths in the purchaſe of furniture for his honſe. He 
thought moreover that as the joint committee of the two 
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houſes cob hon the details of this buſineſs had been referred, 
after the beſt enquiry they could make upon the ſubject, had 
unanimouſly reported this ſum to be neceſlary, the houſe 
ought not to heſitate to give it without bettet reaſons than he 
had heard. With respect to the articles heretofore pro- 
vided, he had no doubt a great part had been deſtroyed, eſ- 
pecially when it was recolleQed that in addition to a ſervice 


of eight years they had been removed from New-York to 


this city. He interred this from his own experience, for at 
the time the government removed from New-York to Phila- 
delphia; he alſo had been obliged to remove his houſhold 
effects; and his furniture had received very conſiderable in- 
jury by the removal. Indeed as 14,000 dollars had been 
allowed in 1789 far furniſhing the Preſident's houſe, he could 
not think that a leſs ſam ought now to be granted when 
every article which he would have to purchaſe, was at Jeaft 
50 per cent. dearer thin at that time. He did not ſuppoſe 
the houſe wiſhed to compel the , gentleman about to enter 
upon the office to mei! an inferior anne to that of his pre- 
deceſſor. 07 Ve e 
He ruſted, therefore,” they would a wala to the ſum ns 

it ſtood in the Bill, eſpecially when- they” confidered that the 
private means of the two gentlemen were tot the fame. If 
they erred at all in the buſineſs, he would rather that it ſhould 
be on the liberal ſides He hoped, therefore, the committee 
would rife, and report the bill. 

Mr. Buck ſaid, previous to theſe meaſures being brought 
forward,” they had decided againſt any advance to tie ſalary 
of the Preſident. At that time a committee was appointed 
to enquire" into the ſtate of the Preſident's houſehold, and to 
report whether any and what farther accommodation was no- 
ceſſary to be afforded: He conceived that it was the wiſh 
of that houſe that the gentleman who was coming into office, 
ſhonld have accommodations' equal to thoſe which had been 
given to the gentleman who was leaving it. The committee 
nad examine into facts, made a report, and a bill had been 
brought in accordingly. The committee had informed 
them upon what principles they had acted; and it did not 
appear that they either intended to increaſe the ſplendour 
of the houſehold of the Preſident, nor to add' to his falary. 
If any member could come forward and ſhew that the report 
of the committee was erroneous, they ſhould have fome 
ground upon which to reject it. He had heard no man ſay 
this, and therefore all that had been offered on the ſubject 
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ought not to 1 againſt that report. When the bill was 
before them on Saturday, there was a conſiderable majority 
in favour of it, and as they had no new information on the 
matter, he ſaw no reaſon for a change of opinion. 
Some members, Mr, B, ſaid, had held out an idea that 
they were about to give this maney away, to enable the new 
Preſident to live in the ſtile of Foreign Caurts. If the in- 
habitants of this city had adopted this ſtile, then it would be 
chargeable againſt the Preſident; but not atherwile, fi nce 
it was acknowledged he had not kept pace with them in this 
reſpect. The appropriating this money would qnly. be con- 
verting it into ſo much public property, z, for hen his term of 
office ſhould expire, he could not carry away a ſingle, arti- 
cle. It was not, therefqre, giying away - 2 farthing, but 
merely providing for our own convenience to enable the Pre- 
ſident to fill the office with convenience and reputatiqn; and 
as they had nothing before them to ſhew the ſum top large, 
he ſaw no propriety in rejecting it, for the purpoſe of inſert; 
N e . ter ara 
Mr. Rutherford ſaid, if the houſe had committed an error 
one day, it would be well for them to correct it another · If 
they were to give 14,090 dollars away on the preſent or- 
caſion, he thought they would comuniy a very ſerious error. 
The gentleman from Pennſylvania, Mr. Sitgreaves, had faid 
many of the citizens of Philadelphia had lived in a. ſuperior 
| ſtyle to the Preſident. If fo, he = ſay they were very 
bad citizens, ſince it was proper that the citizens of this riſing 
Republic, ſhould'cultivate a ſimplicity of liying and of man- 
ners. 4) 4p ETOP 
Mx. Macon thought ſome of the arguments introduced op 
this occaſion were very improper; ſuch as the habits of 
economy or private fortune of the gentleman who was to 
ſucceed to the Preſidential Chair. 'They were about to ſettle 
2 permanent principle, which jt was proper to do at this time 
before a new Preſidency compenced. He kney nothing ofthe 
private property of the perſon who was to fill the office, no 
had it any thing to do with the buſineſs, The queſtion was, 
whether they were to go over the ſame ground eyery four or 
eight years of furniſhing the . houſe of anew Preſident. He 
did not wiſh that it ſhould he fo ; he wiſhed the ſalary to be 
the only conſideration which the Preſident ſhould receive 
for his ſervices. If it had not been ſettling a permanent prin- 
ciple; he ſhould not perhaps have oppoſed ir. 5 
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It had been ſaid that the old Preſident of e had 4 
houſehold furniſhed” him; but he received no ſalary from 
the United States, 'extept his houſehold. He conſidered 
this ſum as an advance upon the ſalary. paid te the Prefident 
by the different ſtates, and before any ſalary was fixed by 


the United States; but now, as an atnple falary was paid to 


the Preſident, he did not think ſuch a proviſion ſhould be 
continued. Tt was ſometimes ſaid, that it was no matter 
what ſum was appropriated, as, if it was not wanted, it 


would not be expended , but he believed whatever ſum was 


appropriated would be expended; for he was not one of 
thoſe who thought that' revenue could not be found. He 
believed if the money was granted, it would be both found 
and ſpent. n 

Mr. Sitgreaves wiſhed to correct the gentleman laſt up 
with reſpect to one fact. He had ſaid the Prefident of the 
old Congreſs had no falaty. It was true, that he did not 
receive any thing under that name; but there was a proviſion 
not merely for the furniture of his houſe, but for -the con- 
ſtant proviſion of it, and this was ſo conſiderable that from 
1778 to 1779, in one year 83, ooo dollars were paid for that 


2 Macon wiſhed to know what ſort of money this was; 
he ſuppoſed it was in depreciated paper. 

Mr. Sitgreaves was not certain what kind of money was 
meant. 

Mr. Jeremiah Smith ſaid, in ſettling a buſineſs of this 
kind, it was proper to have reſpect to the office, and not to 
the man who was to fill it. He could himſelf conſider the - 
eſtabliſhment of the Preſident's houſhold, in no other light 
than in the nature of a compenſation for his ſervices, in 
the ſame way that he conſidered the privelege of franking, 
ſtationary and newſpapers, allowed the members of both 
houſes, to be ſuch; becauſe, if they were not allowed to 
them, they would have to purchaſe thoſearticles themſelves; 
and if turniturewere not provided by government for the houſe 
of the Preſident, he muſt himſelf furniſh it out of his falary, 
or from his private purſe. To refuſe to provide the necei- 
fary furniture, would therefore, be to reduce his ſalary ; for 
it was true that this plan of preſenting furniture to the Prefi- 
dent, was adopted before the ſalary was fixed, fo that it 
muſt have been conſidered as being additional to the falary. 
And was that falary, he aſked, near ſo valuable now as it 
was whea fixed? Certainly not. He truſted, therefore, 
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they ſhould not reduce it. It was impoſſible to ſay exactly 
what ſum would put the furniture in the ſame ſtate as when , 
it was preſented to the Preſident. in 1789 for, though he P 
was upon the joint committee, he was incapable of making 0 
a calculation on the buſineſs as it related to dollars and cents. 
It was thought that 14, ooo dollars would not be more than : 
ſufficient to put it in complete order.. 5 
This ſum, Mr. S. ſaid, was mentioned, from a conſide- i 
ration that four years hence the ſeat of government would (+ 
| be removed, and that then the furniture would be in a great F 
degree uſeleſs. They, therefore, anly recommended ſuch a jo 
ſum as they thought would be ſufficient to put the furniture de 
in a proper ſtate for that term. He believed the 14,0 If yi 
dollars would not do more than that. 4 . 
Mr. Macon ſaid he was always oppoſed to the privileges r 
allowed to members of franking, &c. Gentlemen talked 
about a ſtatement; he did not know what that might con- his 
tain, he had not ſeen it; but he did not know how it could 
require 14,000 dollars to repair furniture which at firſt. coſt 
only 13, ooo. | 3 Nn Dany a 
Mr. Jeremiah Smith ſaid the gentleman laſt up was in- 
0 accurate in his ſtatement. The 13, ooo dollars which were 
allowed for furniture for the late Preſident, was in addition 
to the furniture which had already been in poſſeſſion of the 
Prefident of Congreſs. _ ts; mes 
Mr. Sherborne ſaid, the queſtion was with reſpect to the 
quantum of money to be granted, as every one ſeemed to 
allow that a certain ſum was neceſſary. By having recourſe 
towhat was done for other officers of government,they might, 
perhaps, form an eſtimate of what would be reaſonable on 
the preſent occaſion. A practice had been eſtabliſhed of 
allowing our miniſters to foreign countries, a ſum as an outfit 
equal to one year's ſalary ; ſo that , oo dollars were allowed 
a miniſter for this purpoſe, though it might happen that he 
would not be employed more than a few months in the 
ſervice. He thought, therefore, that 14,000 dollars could 
not be thought too large a ſum for the Preſident of the 
United States, whoſe term of ſervice was for four years, 
and which would go to his ſucceſſor in office; whereas the Wl wa; 
9, ooo dollars allowed to a foreign miniſter were entirely at ¶ aller 
his diſpoſal, though he might not be in the ſervice more than I pref; 
a month. | . | of hi 
Mr. Ames ſaid, it appeared to him that it would be deſi- © V 
rable to proceed according to precedent in this buſineſs a FF any ; 
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nearly as they could, It was not deſirable to ihnovate, or 
change the eſtabliſhed order of things, except ſtrong reaſons 
exiſted for the change. On enquiring what had been the 
practice heretofore, they found the Preſident of the old Con- 
5, aswell as the Prefident now going out of office had 
had eſtabliſhments madę for their houſehold, ſimilar to that 
now propoſed. If they looked forward to that period when 
the ſeat of government was to be removed, and conſidered 
the furniture which would be neceſſary for the houſe in the 
Federal city, it would be ſeen that there would be a ne- 
ceſſity for a new eſtabliſhment at that time, as it was evi- 
dent that: the preſent furniture or what might be purchaſed 
with the fam now contemplated, would be wholly inadequate 
to the furniſhing of that houſe. He ſuppoſed an additional 
grant of 12 or 15,000). would be neceſſary for that purpoſe. 
This having been the practice eſtabliſhed, it- appeared to 
him ſomewhat ſtrange that the gentleman from North-Caro- 
lina, Mr. Macon, ſhould have oppoſed '' the meaſure as an 
innovation and as a dangerous principle, whereas they were 
going to do now only what they had done in former inſtances, 
And not to do which would lay them under the charge' of 
verſatility. | It would be ſaid that nothing was certain under 
our government, but that every thing was ſubject to change. 
t this uncertainty was objectionable in general, it was par- 
ticularly fo when it related to an independent branch of go- 
vernment. What was eſtabliſhed ought to be reſpected. 
if they were, to conſider what would by a juſt principle in an 
eſtabliſhment de novo, they might ſay it ſhould be ſettled in 
this way or that; but in conſidering what was already eſ- 
tabliſned, they muſt have reſpect to the' rules upon which 
it was founded. And ſhall the firſt citizen in the United 
States, and perhaps the firſt citizen in the World, ſaid he, 
be placed in a ſituation conſiderably below our private citizens, 
in point of furniture and ſtyle of living? He truſted he would 
not, though he had hitherto ſcarcely been placed upon a 
level with them. Notwithſtanding this the propoſed eſta- 
bliſhment had been compared, with what view he could not 
hy, to the ſplendor of European courts; if this compariſon 
was made with an intention to deceive the people, fuck an 
alertion, with ſo little foundation, was unworthy of the re- 
preſentative of a free people, and betrayed a mean opinion 

of his conſtituents to believe they could be fo eaſily deceived. 
We have choſen an elective government, faid Mr. A. 
and if it were meant to be kept pure, they muſt encourage 
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the people to wake. choice of ſuch men, without reſpect to 

| fortune, as they think will ſerve them beſt, but if, — 
of providing a ſuitable houſehold for the Preſident; they left 
him to provide for himſelf in this reſpect, men of large for- 
tune only could engage in his part of the public ſervice. 
Aud would this, he aſked, be doing. honour. to the re- 
publjcan government ? He thought not. 

Zome gentlemen who were oppaſed to the giving of 14,000 
dollars, were yet, inclined to give a ſmaller ſum. They ſeemed 
to have two reaſons for this; one ariſing from economy, the 
other from a kind of diſtruſt of a miſpending of the money. 
Economy, he allowed, was neceflary but the extreme of 
virtuę, was ſaid to be nearly allied ta vice, and, the: extreme 
of economy was doubtleſs parſimony. Extremes , generally 
touched each other: He could place this idea in n redicu- 
lous light, but be would forbear to do it. Gentlemen {had 
no objection to grant 8M, oo dollars, and the bill only pro- 
poſed that it ſhould not exceed 14,000, Now were gentle- 
men really apprehenſiye in their conſciences that this ad- 
ditional power cver 6,000 dollars would be,,abufed, by its 
being laid out in gewgaws and. nicknacks, or did they wiſh, 
by diminiſhing the ſum, to prevent the Preſident from having 
his furniture all of a piece, and thereby placing their dil- 
cretion in the purchaſe of it in the place of his? Ehe furni- 
ture when purchaſed, added Mr. A. will belong to the office, 
and not to the man, He thought, therefore, they had ſpent 
time to little purpoſe in endeavouring to remove an eſtabliſh- 
ed principle, and therefore Hopes they ſhould have the 
queſtion. 

The queſtion for drikiog out was put and neantivedud 9 to 
36. The committee then roſe, and when the Pry was 
about to be put in the houſe, 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, the proviſion of the bill left it to "the 
diſcretion of the Prefident whether he would expend the 
whole of the money, or not. His opinion was that the ſum 
was too large; but the queſtion for ſtriking it out having 
been negatived, the expenditure mult be left to the dil- 
cretion of the Prefident. He did nor mean to go into any 
detail on the buſineſs. He did not wiſh to place: the gentle- 
man coming into, office in a worſe ſituation than that of him 
who was going out; and as he felt no objection to leave it to 

the Y reſident to make uſe of the whole or a part of this 
mohęy, as his diſcretion, ſhould direct, he ſhould vote for 
the bill. 
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Mr, Claiborh ſaid as proviſion had been made for furniture 
tor the gentleman now in offite, he was inclined to vote 
for the 14,000 dollars propoſed now to be granted for the 
fame purpoſe to the gentleman who was to ſucceed him. 

Mr., Henderſon wiſhed to give his reaſons for voting againſt 
this bill. He wiſhed to place the Preſident coming into 
office in as comfortable circumſtances as he who was goin 

out ; but it appeared to him that the ſum propoſed was larger 
than neceflary for this purpoſe. Indeed, Mr. H. ſaid, when 
he read an article'of the conſtitution touching this ſubject, he 
bad his doubts. with reſpect to ho conſtitutionality of the 
proceeding. That article ſaid, & that the Preſident ſhould 
receive a compenſation, which ſhould neither be inereaſed 
nor diminiſhed, during the period for which he ſhould have 
been elected . that he ſhould not receive, within that 
period, any other emoluments from the, United States, or 
any of them.” 

Mr. Sitgreaves believed there could be no doubt as to the 
conſtitutionality of the propoſed grant of money, as, the 
clauſe ran, « during the period for which he ſhotild have been 
elected, which would not prevent them pafling any number 
of acts before he went into office. 

The queſtion on the paſlin S of the bill was then taken 7 
mos and ger . | 


— 


1 E A 8. 
Fiſher Ames, HY Nicholas Gilman, * | 
Theodorus Bailey, - Henry Glen, 
Abraham Baldwin, += | Chauncey Goodrich, 
Theophilus Bradbury, Roger Griſwold, 
Daniel Buck, | William B. Grow,” * 
Demſey Burgesz ' Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Claiborne, Carter B. Harriſon , 
Joſhua Coit. Thomas Hartley, 
William Cooper, William Hindman, 4 
William Craik, .. John Wilkes Kittera, 
Samuel W. Dana, George Leonard, 
James Davenport, Edward Livingſton, 
George Dent, Samuel Lyman, | 
George Ege, William Lyman, 
Abiel Foſter, James Madiſon, 
Dwight Foſter, - Francis Malbone, 


Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Andrew Moore, 


1 


Albert Gallatin. Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 

John Nicholas, 2 Iſrael S mitn 

John Page, Illſaac Smit, ö 

Joſiah Parker, William Smith, ' 

John Patten, EKRichard Sprigg, jun. 

Eliſha R. Potter, Thomas Sprigg 

John Reed, John Swanwick, 1 ; 454 

John Richards, Zephaniah Swift, au 

Samuel Sewall, _ George "Thatcher, ' 

ohn S. Sherburne, John E. Van Alle, 
amuel Sitgrea ves, Philip Van Cortlandt, | 

Tompſon J. Skinner, Peleg Wadſworth, and ' + 

Jeremiah Smith, John Williams, 6y 

Nathaniel Smith, 148 | 

NAYS. 

Thomas Blount, Thomas Henderſon, 

Nathan Bryan, James Holland, 

Samuel J. Cabell, Andrew Jackſon, 4 

Gabriel Chriſtie, -  Georye Jackſon, 

John Clopton, » Aaron Kitchell, 

Iſaac Coles, Mathew Locke, 

Jeſſe Franklin, Nathaniel Macon, 

James Gilleſpie, John Milledge, 

Chriſtopher Greenup, Anthony New, 

Andrew Gregg, Alexander D. Orr, 

Wade Hampton, . Robert Rutherford, 

John Hathorn, William Strudwick, and 

Jonathan N. Havens, Richard Winn. 274 
John Heath, | | 1311 


Mr. Bradbury from the committee to whom was referred 
the petition of Judge Turner, alſo that of ſome inhabitants 
of the North Weſtern territory, with the report made laſt 
ſeſſion thereon, reported. The committee recommended that 
the bufineſs ſhouli! come to a hearing before the court of that 
territory, where the judge would have an opportunity of de- 
fending himſelf againſt the charges brought againſt him. 

The ſecretary of ſtate made a report on the memorial of 
ſundry citizens of the United States, relative to loſſes ſui- 
tained by captures, ſpoliations, &c. committed upon their 
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property by veſtels of the French Republic, referred ti him 
on the 8th of May laſt. . The report took an extenſive view 
of the the grievances our merchants had fuſtained, from the 
year 1793 to the preſent time, and ſtated what meaſures had 
been taken towards obtaining redreſs. i AEM 

Mr. W. Smith moved to have the report printed. © © - 

Mr. Nicholas wiſhed to know what was to be done with it. 
He thought it very extraordinary that this memorial ſhould 
have been referred to the ſecretary of ſtate ſo long ago as the 
3th of May, and that a report ſhould not have been made 
till within four days of their adjournment. He thought it 
un ieceſſary to ſwell their printers bill which he ſuppoſed + 
would be ſufficiently large, by having it printed, ſince it 
would not be acted upon this ſeſſion. e 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid his reaſon for wiſhing it to be printed 
was, becauſe he wiſhed to read it. 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid that was not a ſufficient reaſon for in- 
eorring the expence; fince, though the gentleman might 
it, he would not have the power of acting upon it. He 
ed it would not be printed. ; 

Che queſtion for printing was put and carried. Laid en 
the table. | £224 | 

A report was received from the Attorney General on the 
memorial of John Hobby, marſhal of the diſtrict of Maine, 
which was in his favour. It was referred to a committee of 
the whole to-morrow. 7 

Mr. Dwight Foſter reported a bill which had been re- com- 
mitted to the committee of claims, for placing certain per- 
ſons on the penſion liſt, It was referred to a committee of 
the whole to-morrow. 

Mr. W. Smith offered the following reſolution to the 
Houſe. | 

© Reſolved that àa committee be appointed to bring in a 
bill for extending the time for receiving on loan the domeſ- 
tic debt of the United States.” | 

It was agreed to, and Meſſrs. W. Smith, Nicholas, and 
Coit were appointed, who, afterwards brought in abill, which 
was committed to a committee of the whole to-morrow. 


Appropriations for the Military and Naval Fflabliſhments.' 


The Houſe went into a committee of the whole on this ſub- 
ject, Mr. Dent in the chair, when, after ſome diſcuſſion 
reſpecting the price of rations, Mr. Gallatin inſiſtingupon 
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1 cents being a ſufficiently high calculation; and Mr. W. 
Smith abiding by the eſtimate of the War Department at 
20 cents, the latter was agreed upon 36 to 34, and the 
pay and ſubſiſtence of the army was ſettled, but which has 
ſince undergone an alteration, owing to the two companies 
of cavalry being added by a new bill, The ſam for forage 
and cloathing was alſo agreed upon, but which afterwards, 
of courſe, from the above alteration underwent” an 
mentation. The hoſpital 3 — _ under 
deration, 

Mr. W. Smith moved to fill the blank with 30, 40 
lars. Mr. Gallatin moved to fill it with 10,000. He ſaid, 
they had this year had a ſtatement of the expence of the m. 

litary eſtabliſhment, by which they found that the Hoſpital 

ent had coſt 690 5 dollars. It had been the 

pra — of the Hauſe to appropriate from 30 to 40, ooo da- 
lars under this head, though the expence had never exceed- 
ed 7, oo; and to apply the ſurplus to other purpoſes. He 
thought it wrong to appropriate four times the ſum neceſſa 
ry, and had therefore propoſed to fill the blank with 10,060 
dollars, which was 50 per cent. more than had ever been ex. 
pended for the purpoſe. an 
NM. Parker believed that 10,000 dollars would be enough 

to pay for phyſic for the army. Indeed he believed it was 
generally expended in wine and luxuries by the officers, Aid 
that little of it went to the uſes of the ſubordinates. 

The queſtion for 10, ooo dollars was put and carried. 

The blank for the ordinance department was filled with 
40,000 dollars; and that for the fortifications of the 
and harbours. of the United States with 24,000 dollars. 
Mr. Gallatin moved to fill the blank for the quarter maſ- 

ter's department, the Indian department, the defenſive pro- 
tection of tlie frontiers, bounties, and all the contingent ex- 
penſes of the war department, with 300,000 dollars. 

Mr. Venable ſaid if the ſum neceſſary for each of the 

above items could be ſpecified, he would rather have it ſo ex· 
preſſed than have the whole in one ſum. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid it would come to the ſame thing, f the 
ſeveral items were voted in an aggregrate ſum, as they were 
all contingent expences. He ſhould move to have the blank 
filled with 446,000 dollars. 

Mr. Gallatin obſerved there were two motions before the 


committee; the one to fill the blank with 446,000 * 


J 
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the other with 390,000. He would obſerve that one of the 
items in this eſtimate; viz. that for the fortifications of Weſt 
Point, ought not to be incladed under this head; bat, as to 
the other items, he would mention, in anſwer to what had 
fallen from the gentleman from Virginia (Mr, Venable) what 
was the reaſon which had induced the committee to put them 
in one ſum, which was to obtaifi the very object he bad in 
view in wiſhing to have the items ſeparate. 

It would be recollected, that they had had a letter Nn 
the ſecretary of the treaſury, in which he faid, « that the 
appropriations for the military and naval eſtabliſhments were 
confidered as general grants of 'money;” and, though they 
were to be accounted for according to law, yet it was the 
practice of the officers of the treaſury, not to conſider each 
appropriation as ſpecific, but-the whole as a general grant of 
money. This practice {was making the law a mere farce, 
ſince the officers of the treaſury did not couſider themſelves 


zs at all bound by the ſpecific ſums. - He therefore conclud- 


ed it to be proper to — the law in ſuch a manner as to con- 
fine the expence to the appropriation for the different items. 
It was ſaid to be impoſſible to carry the law into execution on 
this principle. It was ſaid, there were a number of contin- 
gent expences which could not be exactly aſcertained, and 
that therefore it was neceſſary the officers of the treaſury 
ſhould have a certain diſcretion given them to make uſe of 
the ſurplus of any item, for which more than was neceffary 
had been appropriated. He believed the uncertainty here 
mentioned exiſted, and therefore it had been coneluded to 
be beft to put the contingent articles together in one ſum, in 
order to give bounds to the diſcretion of the department. 
Having mentioned the reaſons which cauſed the bill to be 
brought in this ſhape, Mr. G. ſaid, he would mention the 
items upon which the ſum he had propoſed to fill up :he 
blank was compofed. For defenſive protection 60, oo dol- 
lars; for the quarter maſter's department 150,000 dollars. 
This latter fum had been eſtimated at 2500000 dollars, bur 
upon what ground he was at a' loſs to know. The army 
would now be fixed in garriſon, and would not have to march 
from poſt to poſt. None of the reaſons given laſt year for 
this expence, would now apply, and he thought it unreaſon- 
ible that the ſame ſum ſhould be allowed for this item which 
vas allowed in the time when they were engaged ir in an In- 
dian war. 


„ 


In 15595 when we had g oo men in garriſon, | 
Mr. G. ſaid the expence of this department was 11,076 
In 1790, he did not recollect the number of + 


troops, but not more he believe. 45,763 
In 1791, 925223 
In 1792, in the deight of the Indian war 206, 5 10 
In 1793 * — KY - 178, 602 
In 1%%%/%f˖FÜů⁊—:1t¹— — IS — _'253,000 


In 1795 3175647 
What would be thing pane of 1796, mary not be exactly 
aſcertained. It appeared by the ſtatement. which they had 
received that upwards of 204,000 dollars had been expended. 
Whether there were any farther demands unſettled, he could 
not tell. It appeared, therefore, that the expence of that 
department had increaſed from 11,000 to 300,000 dollars. 
This had been owing to two caules, the increaſe of the army, 
and by the Indian war. There had alſo been a great loſs of 
horſes from having forage to fetch from great diſtances. 
There had laſt year alſo been a conſiderable expence in- 
gd in taking poſſeſſion of the poſts ; but thoſe being now 
n poſſeſſion, and the army ar reſt there, he believed 1 50,000 
—— would be ſufficient for the preſent year. This would 
account for a difference of 100,000 dollars betwixt the two 
eſtimates. The gentleman from S. Carolina had eſtimated: 
the Indian department at 90, ooo dollars which he reckoned 
at 750,000. Mr. G. noticed ſeveral articles under this head 


as charged too high. 'The running of the lines of the terri- 
tory was eſtimated at 10,000 dollars. It was abſurd to ſup- 


poſe that it could require this ſum to run theſe lines, when 
the running of the lines in the 'north-weſtern territory had 
only been eſtimated at 25,000 dollars. Tae article of con- 
tingencies was eſtimated at 30, ooo dollars, which was an ex- 
travagant ſum and much too large; he thought 10,000 
would be ſufficient. Theſe different items conſtituted the 
difference betwixt the 300,000 andthe 446,000 dollars, with 
which the blanks had been propoſed to be tilled. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, the ſum with which he had moved to 
fill the blank, was conformable to the eſtimate which he had 
received from the war department. He was not prepared to 
ſy what would be exactly ſufficient, but he could not ſup- 
poſe that the war department could be 146,000 dollars wide 
of the mark in ther eſtimate. It would be recollected that 
laſt year, the eſtimate received from the War Office, was 
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departed from in ſeveral inftances, and conſequently this year 
they had been called upon to make up deficiency to an 
amount beyond even the eftimate of laſt pear. With reſpect 
to the 10,000 dollars for running the lines of the Indian 
boundary, he could not ſay that that fum would not be ne- 
ceſſary. The gentleman from Pennſylvania had compared 
this item with the 25,000 dollars appropriated for funning 
all the boundary lines in the north-weſtern territory; but if 
he had examined t hat item, he would have found that this 
ſam had been appropriated towards carrying the buſineſs in- 
to effect; it was not for the whole expence, for it might coſt 
double the ſum. With reſpect to the contingencies of the 
war department, he did not know upon what ground the 
geatleman propoſed reducing the ſum from 30,000 to 10,000, 
when in one year, they had coſt 34, ooo. He thought with 
this information from the proper department before them, they 
ought not to make ſo conſiderable a deduction. . 
Mr. Dearborn could fee no reaſon for making the appro- 
priation fo large as had been. propoſed by the gentleman from 


8. Carolina. It muſt be recollected that the army was in gar- 


riſon, where there were barrack-houſes convenient for the 
oficers and men, and contracts had been entered into for 
delivering proviſions at the different forts, and there would 
therefore bea great deduction on account of the tranſporta- 
tion, in which 7 or 800 horſes had been uſed up, and the 
horſes on hand might alſo be fold. Camp equipage was a 
heavy article of expence, but which would not be wanted 
whilit the troops were in garriſon. Theſe two articles would 
of themſelves make a very confiderable part of the whole 
item. There would alſo be a faving inthe purchaſe of hor- 
ſes, as the cavalry made more than half the expence. He 
dil not think more than 100,000 dollars cod be wanted 
un ler this h2a.!, except it were wanted for making new forts 
or tortifications. There would be now no neceſſity for build- 
ing officers houſes, and huts for the ſoldiers for winter quar- 
ters. All theſe circumſtances conſidered, he thought the 
lun be had mentioned would be ſufficient. - OY 

The queſtion. for filling the blank with 446, ooo was put 
an i negatived, there being onſy 13 votes in favour of it. The 
leaſe of the committee was then taken upon . 300,000, and 
carried, there being 51 votes in favour of it. 

Mr. W. Smith then moved to add to the bill, « For the 
repairs of the fortifications of Weſt-Point 20,000 dollars.“ 

Mr. Colt enquired if there was any eſtimate of this item. 

x d 
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troduce a new item of expence into their annual appropria- 


' forts he had mentioned ſhould be fo ſecured at leaſt as that 


Ta I z 
> Mr. Gallatin ſaid there was no, eſlimate teſpecting Weſ 
Mir. W. Smith faidthere was an eſtimate for Niagara, Oſwe- 
go, Detroit, &c. which might include Weſt-Point, he propoſed 
therefore to change the motion and inſert, . Niagara, Ofye- 
go, Detroit, &c.” which would include Weſt-Point, if ne- 
cellary. .. n 


| 
t 
| | | | | 

Mr. Gallatin wiſhed the gentleman from 8. Carolina 
would ſay whether he had any information with reſpect to 
Weſt-Point. EY | | 26 [ 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid he had no particular information on WM © 
the ſubject, but as it was of importance the works there M ? 
ſhould be very compleat, he thought ic prudent to grant b 
ſomething for that object. 10 5 XS ef 

Mr. Gallatin hoped the propoſition would be rejected: 
There was no neceſſity for-repairing the fortifications of the Ml "> 
poſts mentioned more than any other of the forts upon the 
Lakes. They knew nothing of them, but that they were too Ml ©* 
large for the garriſons in them; but he believed if they once be 
begun to appropriate money for this purpoſe, iv would be- 
come a yearly expence. And whilſt they had been parſi mo- ® 


nious with reſpect to the ports and harbours of the United I © 


States, having only appropriated. 24,000 dollars to that pur- P® 
poſe, he could ſee no reaſon for granting 20,000 dollars for 
repairing the forts of Niagara, Oſwego and Detroit, againſta kn 
few Indians ; as it was well known that a Block-Houſe was 


as good a fortification againſt the Indians, as any other W. 
When the regiment was raiſed to go and take poſſeſſion af PA 
chat country, they built all their forts as they went along, l 
without any expence, except the price of a few tools. He uur. 


hoped, therefore, they ſhould not, by voting for this ſum, in- the 


tions. 


Mr. W. Smith agreed with the gentleman laſt up, that Foir 


enough had not been appropriated for the defence of the laid, 


ports and harbours of the United States; but if they had had 


done wrong in one inſtance, it was no rule why they thould i N 
continue to do ſo. He thought it very important that the = 
or t 


they ſhould not goto ruin. Under this item was included tend 


Weſt-Point, which was a fort of great conſequence, and ber. 
would rather 40,000 dollars were appropriated than 20,009, poſit! 
for this purpoſe... | 5 | ” 

f tatec 
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Mr. Dearborn ſaid, as far as the propoſition related to 
Niagara, Oſwego, and Detroit, he thought it improper to 
appropriate money for their defence. He believed it would 
require a year or two to know what was neceſſary to be done 
there. At Niagara, the- works were large enough for 6 or 
zooo men, and it would become a queſtion whether they 
thould be reduced, or kept up as they were; at Oſwego, no- 
thing more could be neceſſary than a block-houſe. It was 
true, there were conſiderable works there, but until it was 
decided what they ſhould do with them, it would be impro- 
per to appropriate money for their repair. The ſame might 
be ſaid of Detroit. He had no idea that the Preiident could 
have information from thoſe places of what was Hegeſſary. 
Whatever temporary repair might be required, the troops 
themſelves would be able to effect. As to Weſt-Point, he 
did not know any thing about it, except that it was a place of 
conſequence ; he alſo knew that a great deal of money had 
been laid out upon * hoped they ſhould get into à new 
ſyſtem with reſpect to the defence of our ports and harbours; 
and until that was done, he ſhould be againſt granting any 
conſiderable ſum for this purpoſe. If gentlemen were in 
poſſeſſion of any information on the ſubje&, he perhaps 
might be induced to vote for a ſmall ſum; but not until he 
knew more of the matter. * 

Mr. Livingſton ſpoke of the importance of the fort at 
Weſt-Point, and of the neceſſity of keeping it in proper re- 


Mr. Coit ſaid the queſtion ſeemed to have taken a new 
turn. He preſumed that Weſt-Point was not in the idea 'of 
the Secretary at War when he made the eſtimate upon which 
this bill was founded. If it had, it would have been very 
improper to have begun with Oſwego, and include Weſt- 
Point in the etcetera.” * In June, 1796, 20,000 dollars, he: 
aid, were appropriated ſor the repairs of this fort, and they 
had not been informed that it had been expended. * 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, there had only been 7000 dollars ex- 
pended at Weſt-Point ; the other 13,000 were not intended 
fr that fort. The preſent appropriatipn was doubtleſs in- 
tended for the forts mentioned, and thoſe in the fame quar- 
ter. If any thing was wanted for Weſt-Point, a diſtinct pro- 
poſition ſhould come before them for the purpoſe. | 

Mr. W. Smith obferved that the gentleman laſt up had 
tated that only 7,000 dollars had been expended at Weſt- 
foint ; that was only the amount which had been expended 
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at the time the eſtimate was made; but the whole 
been ſince laid out, as then only 20,000 dollars of the aps, 
propriation for the military eſtabliſhment had been expended, 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid that the total expenditure of the eſti- 


mate alluded to, was 1,280,479 dollars. 


The queſtion was put and negatived, there being only * 
votes in favour of it. | 
The committee roſe and had leave to fit again. | 
It appears that returns from the officers required by U law 
to ſtate the number of ſeamen regiſtered, and impreſſed by 
the belligerent powers, have been comparatively. few and im- 
ect; the following is an abſtract of the numbers * 
fed fo far as we yet know officially. - | 
16 who are called citizens of the United States. 9 
8 citizens of Maſſachuſetts. 9 
6 ditto of Rhode-Iſland. ESD 
2 ditto of New-York. 
4 ditto of Pennſylvania. 
2 ditto of Delaware. 
3 ditto of Maryland. 
1 ditto of Virginia. 


Citizens 42 42 | 
12 Britiſh ſubjeQts. Ci np a 
26 Foreigners of other countries than Great Britain 
27 whoſe mer is unters. . 
— 
In all 107 excluſive af 34 Iriſh oailpng ers. 

On motion of Mr. W. Smith the Houſe reſolved itſelf in- 
to a committee of the whole on the Military Appropriation, 
Bill, Mr. Dent in the chair; and, after having gone through 
the greater part of it, the hour of: adjournment being arrived 
the committee roſe, and had leave to ſit again. | 
' Adjourned. 


= , * 
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Tuęſ day, February 28. 


Mr. Livingſton, from the committee appointed to 2 
whether any and what alterations were neceſſary in the 


paſt laſt ſeſſion for the relief and protection of American ſea- 
men, made a report, which was referred to a committee of 


the whole to-morrow. 
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The following document, was preſented to the houſe of 
Reyes on TOO laſt 3 with an extenſive appen- 
8 R E P 0 R T, — 

The Secretary of State, in purſuance of an order of the 
Houſe of Repreſ:ntatives, of the 8th of May, 1796, on the 
memorial and petition of ſundry citizens of the nited States 
reſiding in the city of Philadelphia relative to the loſſes _y 
have ſuſtained by the capture of their pro by the Frenc 
armed veſſels on the high ſeas, or 4 conſequence of the 
forced or voluntary ſales of their proviſions and merchandize, 
to the officers of the colonial adminiſtrations of the French 
Republic, having examined the ſame, together with accounts 
of timilar loſſes. ſuſtained by American citizens from the 
French, in the European ſeas, or in the ports of France, 
which in the details were OY A with the for- 
mer ; . | 


RESPECTFULLY REPORTS : + Fav, 


That ſinee the commencement of the e war, various 
and continual complaints have been made by citizens of the 
United States to the department of State, and to the mini- 
ſters of the United States in France of injuries done to their 
commerce under the authority of the French Republic and 
by its agents. Theſe injuries were 

1ſt. Spoliations and maltreatment of their veſſels at fea, by 
French. ſhips of war and privateers. 
2d. K. diſtreſſing and long continued embargo Jaid up- 
on their veſſels at Bourdeaux in the years 1793 and 1794: 

zd. The non-payment of bills. and 6ther evidences of 
debts, due drawn by the colonial adminiſtration in the 
Weſt-Indies. 

4th.. The ſeizure on forced Cales of the cargoes of their 
veſſels, and appropriating them to public uſe, without pay- 
ing for hw or paying inadequately, or delaying payment 
for a th of time. WS 

5th. The non-performance of contracta made by the agent; 
for the government ſupplies. 

6th. 'The condemnation of their veſſels and cargoes un- 
der ſuch of the marine: ordinances of France as are incom- 
patible with the treaties geg between the two coun- 
tries; and. 

7th. The ca 5 dime by by a decres of the National 
Convention gth May, 1793, CA] which in viola- 


. 
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tion of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce, declared ene. 
my's goods on board of their veſſels, lawful prizes, and di- 
rected the French ſhips of war and privateers to bring into 
port, neutral. veſſels laden with provifions and bound to an 
enemy's port. 5 | wg 


lt may be proper to remark here that this decree of the 
Convention directed the capture of neutral veſſels laden with 


proviſions and deſtined for enemy's ports, preceded by one 


month, the order of the Britiſh government for capturing 
« all veſſels loailed with corn, flour, or meal, bound to any 
port in France.” VVV 
| Such was the nature of the claims of the citizens of the 
United States upon the French Republic previous to the 
departure of Mr. Monroe as Miniſter Plenipotentiary to 
France in the ſummer of 1794, and ſince his refidence there, 
To him were entruſted the documents which had been col- 
lected to ſubſtantiate particular complaints; and he was in- 
ſtructed to preſs the French government to aſcertain and p 
what might be found juſtly due from time to time, as addi 
tional caſes roſe, they were tranſmitted to him with a like 
view. In September of that year, he aſſigned to his ſecre- 
tary Mr. Skipwith (with the proviſional appointment of 
Conſul at Paris) the charge of ſtating the cafes, and placing 
them in the proper train of ſettlement z reſerving to hiniſelf 
the duty of fixing general principles with the government, 
and patronizing and ſuperintending his proceedings. | 


In conformity with the direction of the miniſter, Mr. 


Skipwith ſhortly afterwards made a general report on the 
injuries and difficulties and vexations to which the commerce 
of the United States was ſubjected by the regulations and 
reſtraints of the French government, or by the abuſes prac- 
tiſed by its agents: to which he added a number of parti- 
cular cafes, [a copy of the whole was annexed to the re- 
port, marked B.] This report was laid before the French 


Government ; and added to the various repreſentations of- 


Mr. Monroe, and his predecęſſor, it produced a decree of 
the joint committees of Public Safety, Finance, Commerce, 
and Supplies, dated 15th Nov. 1794. [a copy of which was 
annexed marked C.] This decree, apparently calculated to 
remedy many of the evils complained of, afforded but a very 
partial, in reſpect to compenſations, a comparatively ſmall 
relicf, while it continued in force, the principles of rhe de- 
cree of the gth May, 1793, which rendered liable to ſei- 
zure and confiſcation, the goods of enemies found on board 
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neutral veſſels. American veſſels had been declared exempt 
from that part of the decree of the gth May, which autho- 
riſed the ſeizing of veſſels going to an enemy's port with 
proviſions, by the decree of the National Convention of the 
28th July, 1793- | 

On the appearance of the decree of the gth May, the 
American miniſter at Paris remonſtrated againſt it, as a vio- 
lation of the creaty of commerce between France and the 
United States. In conſequence thereof, the Convention, 
by a decree of the 23d of the ſame month, declare « that 
the veſſels of the United States are not comprehended in. 
the regulation of the gth of May.” M. Le Brun, the mi- 


- niſter for foreign affairs, on the 26th of May, communicated 


this ſecond decree to our miniſter, accompanying it with 
theſe words; „ You will there find a new confirmation 
of the principles from which the French people will never 
depart, with regard to their good friends and allies the 
people of the United States of America.” Yet two days 
only had elapſed, before thoſe principles were departed 
from; on the 28th of May, the Convention repealed their 
decree of the 23d. The owners of a French privateer that 
had captured a very rich American ſhip, the Laurens, 
found means to effect the repeal, to enable them to 
keep hold of their prize. They had even the apparent 


hardineſs to ſay beforehand that the decree of the 23d wou 


be repealed. | | Weg 

The American miniſter again complained. So on the 1ſt 
of July, the convention raſfed a fourth decree, again declar- 
ing, „That the veſſels of the United States are not com- 
priſed in the regulations of the decree of the gth of May; 
conformably to the ſixteenth [it ſhould be called the 23d} 
article of the treaty concluded the 6th of February, 1778.“ 
The new miniſter for foreign affairs, M. Desforgues, accom- 
panies this new decree of July 1ſt, with the following ex- 
preſſion : I am very happy in being able to give you this 
new proof of the fraternal ſentiments of the French peo- 
ple for their allies, and of their determination to maintain to 
the utmoſt of their power the treaties ſubſiſting between the 
two Republics ;” yet this decree proved as unſtable as the 
former : on the 27th July it was repealed. 

The next decree on this ſubject was that of the joint com- 
mittee of the 15th November, 1794, already mentioned. 
Then followed the decree of the committee of public ſafety, 


of the 4th January, 1795, (14 Nivoſe, 3d year) repealing 


/ 


the 5th article in the decree of the 1 5th November preced- 


— 


ing, and in effect the articles in the original decree of the 
gth May, 1793, by which the treaty with the United States 
had been infringed. It is not neceſſary for the Secretary to 


add, that the decree of the 4th of January, 1795, has 


been repealed by the decree of the Executive Directory of 
the 2d of July, 1796, under colour of which are committed 


the ſhocking depredations on the commerce of the United 


States which are daily exhibited in the Newſpapers. The 
agents of the Executive Directory to the lee ward iſlands, 
(Leblanc, Santhonax, Raimond) on the 27th of Novem- 


ber, 1796, paſſed a decree (marked C. C.) for capturing all 


American veſſels bound to or from Britifh ports. The Se- 
cretary preſumes this is not an arbitrary, unauthoriſed act 
of their own, but that it is conformable to the intentions of 
the Executive Directory; the privateers of the French Re- 


public in Europe having captured ſome American veſſels on 


the ſame pretence; and the conſul of the Republic at Cadiz, 
having explicitly avowed his determination to condemn Amie- 
rican veſſels on that ground, pleading the decree of the Di 
rectory for his authority. i ES OLE 

The Secretary has already intimated that the decree of the 
r;th November, 1794, was not followed by the extenſively 
good effects expected from it. By a communication from 

. Skipwith, of the 1oth of laſt September (the lateſt 
communication-from him, in anſwer to the Secretary's re- 
queſt for information) it appears that the claims for deten- 
tion of 103 American veſſels by the embargo at Bourdeaux 
remained undetermined ; no funds having been appropriated 
by. the legiſlature for tha, payment of them; and that none 
of the bills drawn by the colonial adminiſtration in the 
Weſt-Indies had been paid to him; the Treaſury having 
tendered payment in affignats at their nominal value, and 
afterwards in another ſpecies. of paper, called mandats, 
which had ſuffered a great depreciation even before they 
were put into circulation: both which modes of payment 
were refuſed to be accepted. The progreſs made by Mr. 
Skipwith in the adjuſtment of other claims, fo far as known 
to the Secretary, will appear in the annexed printed ſtate- 
ment [D. ] copies of which were tranſmitted ten months ago 
to the officers of the principal collectors of the cuſtoms, from 
the department of ſtate, for the information of our mercan- 
tile citizens. ES g 


1 


That nothing might be left undone which could be ac- 
compliſhed by the Executive, the attention of general Pinck- 
ney, the preſent miniſter of the United States to France, 
was particularly directed to the ſubject of theſe claims; but 
the interval which has elapſed ſince his departure, has not 
admitted of any intereſting communication from him on this 
buſineſs. | 

In connection with other ſpoliations by French armed 
veſſels, the Secretary intended to mention thoſe committed 
under a decree dated the iſt of Auguſt, 1796 iſſued by 
Victor Hughes and Lebas, the ſpecial agents of the Exe- 
cutive Directory to the Windward Iflands, declaring all 
veſſels loaded with contraband articles of any kind, liable 
to ſeizure and confiſcation with their entire cargoes 3 with- 
out making any diſcrimination 'in favour of thoſe. which 
might be bound to neutral, or even French ports. This 
decree has been enforced againſt the American trade with- 
out any regard to the eſtabliſhed forms of legal proceedings, 
as will appear from the annexed depoſition (E.) of Joſiah 
Hempſtead, maſter of the Brigantine Patty of Weathers- 
field, a copy of the decree marked (F.) is alſo annexed. 

The Secretary has received a printed copy of another 
decree of the fime ſpecial agents to the Windward Iflands, 
dated the 13th Pluvoiſe, 5th year, anſwering to February 
iſt, 1797, authoriſing the capture of all neutral veſſels 
deſtine4 to any of the Windward or Leeward Iſlands, in 
America, which have been delivered up to the Engliſh, and 
occupied or defended by emigrants, naming Martinique, St. 
Lwie, Tobago, Demarara, Berbice, and Eſequibo; and to 
Leeward, Port-au-Prince, St. Marc, L'Archaye, and Jere- 
mie; declaring ſach veſſels and their cargoes to be good 
prize, as well as all veſſels cleared out vaguely for the Weſt. 
ladies, a copy of this laſt decree, will be added to this report 
as ſoon as it ſhall be tranſlated. All which is reſpectfully 
ſ ubmitted. 


TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


Department of State,) 
Feb. 27, 1797. 


THE APPENDIA 


(A.) Copy of a decres of the National Convention gth 
May, a N 


4 Y 


/ 


(122 þ 


(;. ) A letter and report of Mr. Skipwith, American Conſul, 
on veſlels captured. 

(C.) Extract from French decrees of 1 5th Nov. 1794. 

(C. C.) Extract from the reſolves of the French Commiſlion 

| at Leeward Iſlands of 27th November, 1796. 

(D.) A liſt of 170 claims, 40 of which were ſettled with the 
French Republic and the remainder pending. 

A ſecond liſt of claims on 107 veſſels, detained by 
mn at Bourdeaux; theſe dated 20th Nov. 1795, 
and figned by Mr. Skipwith. 

(E.) — affidavit of the commander ot the Brigantine 
atty. - , 
(F.) A Placar.l of Victor Hughes, ordering the capture of 
horſes contraband. 

This follows the petition of the merchants of Philadel- 
phia. 
And a ſecond letter from the Secretaty of State enclolng 
a copy of the decree of Victor Hughes. 

Mr. Gallatin from the committee appointed to confer with 
a committee of the Senate, on the diſagreeing vote of the 
two houſes, on the ſubject of the balances due from indivi- 
dual States to the United States, reported, That they had 
held. ſeveral conferences with the committee of the Senate, 
but not having come to any agreement, the committee re- 
commend to the houſe not to recede from their diſagree- 
ment to the amendments of the Senate. 

The committee to whom was referred the amendments of 
the Senate on the Poſt-Office bill, recommended the amend- 
ment to be agreed to. 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the petitions 
of George Smith and John Robertſon, who prayed for a re- 
payment of the money which they had themſelves paid for 
their ranſom from Algerine ſlavery, reported, That the ran- 
ſam of George Smith coſt 2426 dollars, of which Colonel 
Humphreys had paid 1526, and Geo. Smith the remainder ; 
that by the late return of our citizens from Algiers, the ex- 

2nce attending the redemption of each man was aſcertained 
to be 2396 dollars, independent of the expence of the gene- 
ral negociation, and allowing for ſmall inaccuracies on account 
of ſome expences which could not at preſent be aſcertained. 
He recommends therefore that George Smith have paid him 
873 dollars, which, with the ſam paid by Col. Humphreys, 
would make about 2400. John Robinſon paid for his own 
tanſom 1518 dollars, the intereſt upon which came to 516 
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dollars, the Secretary therefore recommends that 2034 dol- 

lars be paid to him. 

On motion of Mr, Swanwick, this report was referred to 
a Select Committee, viz. Meffrs. Swanwick, Blount, _ 
Sewall, and Parker. 

The Houſe again reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
on the military and naval appropriations, when the pay and 
ſubſiſtence of three captains in the nayal W be- 
ing under conſideration, 

Mr. Swanwick thought it would be neceſſary to have a la- 
bourer or two employed to take care of the veſſels and ma- 
terials. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid the eſtimate for the captains was 4, 200; 
if the ſum was made 5,000, there would be ſufficient for the 
payment of any labourers which might be neceflary. Agreed. 

The blank for the payment of military penſions was agreed 
to be filled with 96,350 dollars. 

And for making good the deficiencies of the military eſia- 
bliſhment of 1796, 76, 312 dollars. 

Alſo for the payment of the expedition of General Sevier 
into the Cherokee nation, 22,816 dollars, 
Ike committee roſe and had leaye to fit again. 

The Houſe again reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole on the Military Appropriation Bill, and after debating 
ſeveral articles, they got through the whole. The commit- 
tee roſe, and juſt as the amendinents were about to be taken 
up in the Houſe, 

A meſſage in writing was received from the Preſident of 
the United States, containing his objections to the bill for 
fixing the military eſtabliſhment. They related to the ſtrik- 
ing ont the dragoons from the eſtabliſhment. He thought 
them neceſſary. The meſſage and the bill were referred to 
a committ2e of the whole to-morrow. 

The houſe took up the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill for repealing ſo much of a former act as relates to the 
officering and manning of the Frigates, and for finiſhing the 
lame, which were, to ſtrike out the word repeal, and to in- 
ſert, / — till next ſeſſion of Congreſs, and to make another 
part of the bill conformably thereto. * 

Mr. W. Smith moved to concur. 

Mr. Nicholas truſted the houſe would not concur ; ſine- 
the ſame principle had before been tried in the houſe and re- 
jecte d. 
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The queſtion to concur was put and car feige to 3). 
Mr. Gallatin then moved to poſtpone the further conſide- 
ration of the bill until the firſt Monday in December next. 


The amendment of the Senate, he ſaid, which. had juſt been 


adopted, put the bill upon this ground. The law, which 
was of doubtful conſtruction, was not to be repealed but ju. 
pended. This would go to eſtabliſh what was at preſent doubt- 
ful. It would be as much as to declare that the Prefident 
ſhould have the power to man the frigates: on the other hand, 
if they ſaid nothing, but ſuffered the bill to die, the contrary 
conſtruction would prevail. He thought the true conſtrudti- 
on of the law at preſent was, that the Preſident had not the 
power to man the veſſels; but if the bill were paſſed, as 
amended, by ſuſpending the power, they would give him the 
power. If no bill was paſſed, he was of opinion the Preſi- 
dent would not attempt to man the frigates. He never look- 
ed upon. this bill in any other light than as ſettling a doubt- 
ful point, and fince the amendment of the Senate had been 
agreed to, the beſt way would be, not to paſs the bill at all. 
The queſtion for poſtponement was put and carried 43 to 
29. . F 
The amendments from the Senate to the bill making ap- 
propriations for tke ſupport of Government for the year 
1797, were taken up and agreed to: as alſo were thoſe to 
The bill laying additional duties on ſundry articles of im- 
ſt. The amendments which were agreed to were, to add 
to white Cotton Goods, Yelvets and Velverets, whether print- 
ed, flained, coloured or otherwiſe, and all Muſlins and Mufli- 
nets, tuo and a half per cent. And alſo a new ſection, enact- 


ing that an addition of 10 per cent. ſhould be laid upon theſe 


articles when imported in ſhips or veſſels not of the United 
States. The duties are to take place after the 3 fſt of De- 
cember next. | _ ; 

The houſe reſolved itſelf intoacommitteeof the whole on the 
bill for placing certain perſons on the penſion liſt; when a con- 
ſiderable diſcuſſion took place on motions to admit Sam. Hull 
and Godfrey Sweet upon the bill. The former was propoſed 
by Mr. Dayton, the Speaker, and the latter by Mr. Van Al- 


len. Neither of them, it ſeems, had complied with all the 


forms of the law, though there ſeemed to be little doubt that 
both were entitled. The only informality in the caſe of Sa- 
muel Hull, was that his affidavits had been taken before juſti- 
ces of the peace, inſtead of judges of the diſtrict court. Mr. 
D. plead this poor man's cauſe in the moſt feeling manner; he 
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laid his wounds and bis diſtreſs before the houſe in a way 
that could not fail to touch every heart; his feelings 28 a 
Philanthropiſt and a Soldier appeared in all their e 

and the conſequence was, that Samuel Hull was placed on the 
penſion liſt. Mr. Van Allen was not ſo ſucceſsful, though 
the caſe of Godfrey Sweet appeared to. be an hard one, and 
he had only failed to give evidence of the rates of his diſabi- 
lity. The bill was ordered to be engroſled for a third read- 


"The houſe took up the report of the Select Committee on 

the amendments of the Senate to the poſt- office and poſt- 

road bill, which they went through, agreeing to ſome, and 

reje ding others. One of the amendments agreed to was, that 

George Waſhington, ſhall bave the privilege of franking let- 

ters and packets during his * Ayes 38 and Noes 26. 
2 


mY edugſday, March 1. 


On motion, Ordered that Robert Sage and Thomas Hall, 
have leave to withdraw their papers. 

Mr. Swanwick, from the committee of commerce and ma- 
nufactures, made a report on the petition of ſundry inhabi- 
tants of Champlain, New York, complaining of inconveni- 
ences on account of being obliged to make their entries at . 
Cumberland, and praying ſome port to be made a port of en- 
try nearer Canada. The committee thought it unneceſfary 
to make any regulations on the ſubject. 

Mr. 8. alſo made a report on the petitions of James O Bri- 
an and James Aylwards, mariners, who fled from Newfound- 
and, at the time the French landed there, and put int 
Portſmouth, where there veſſels had been ſeized for the ton- 
nage duties they prayed for a remiſſion of the duties. The 
_ was favourable. It was oppoſed to by Mr. Coit, as 

— contrary to law, but ſupported by Meſſrs. Swanwick, 
mith and Sewall, as one of thoſe ſtrong caſes which 
— to form an exception to any general rule. The report 
vas finally agreed to, afterwards a bill was reported, it was 
= ig for a third reading, and before the Houſe roſe, 
piled, : . 
The bill directing certain perſons to be placed on the Pen- 


w Lift, was read a third time and paſſed. 


(| 00-3 


A bill was received from the Senate concerning the Circuit 


Courts of the United States, which was twice read, and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole to-morrow. FOE 


Mr. Gallatin wiſhed the bill for fixing the Military Eſta- 


bliſhment, which had been returned by the Prefident of the 


United States, with his objeCtions, to be taken up. 
Mr. W. Smith hoped this ſubject would be taken up, but 
before it was entered upon, he wiſhed the committee of the 
whole to be diſcharged from the conſideration of it, as he 
found, in a former inſtance of a fimilar kind, the bufineſs 
had been ſettled in the Houfe. Phe committee was accord. 
ingly diſcharged. The Houſe then proceeded to re-confider 
the bill, agreeably to the directions of the Conſtitution. The 
bill was firſt read, and then the following objections of the 
Preſident: 1 . ) * 1 > © , * 


_ UniTeD STarks, February 28, 1797- 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 

« Having maturely conſidered the bill, to alter and amend 
an act, entituled, An act to aſcertain and fix the military 
eſtabliſnment of the United States,” which was preſented to 
me on the twenty-ſecond day of this month, I now return it to 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives, in which it originated, with my 
objections. 4 1 * n bh 3k" 6 1 n 

Firſt, If the bill paſſes into a law, the two companies of 
light dragoons, will be from that moment, legally out of ſer- 
vice, though they will afterwards continue act᷑ually in ſervice; 
and for their ſervices during this interval, namely, from the 
time of legal to the time of actual diſcharge, it will not be 
lawful to pay them unleſs ſome future proviſion be made by 
law. Though they may be diſcharged at the pleaſure of Con- 
greſs, in juſtice they ought to receive their pay, nat only to 
the time of paſſing the law, but at leaſt, to the time of their 
W 1... 5 

Secondly, It will be inconvenient and injurlous to the pub- 
lic to diſmiſs the light dragoons, as ſoon as notice of the law 
can be conveyed to them, one of the companies having been 
lately deſtined to a neceſſary and important ſervice. 5 

Thirdly, The companies of light dragoons, conſiſt of one 
hundred and twenty-ſix non-commiſſioned officers and pri- 
' vates, who are bound to ſerve as diſmounted dragoons, when 
ordered ſo to do; They have received in bounties about two 
thouſand dollars; one of them is completely equipped, ap! 
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above half of the non commiſſioned officers and prĩvates have 
yet to ſerve more than one third of the term of their enliſt- 
ment; and beſides, there will, in the year, be a conſiderable 
deficiency in the complement of infantry intended to be con- 
tinued. Under theſe circumſtances, to diſcharge the dra- 
goons, does not ſeem to comport with economy. 

Fourthly, It is generally agreed that ſome cavalry, either 
militia or regular, will be neceſſary; and according to the beſt 
information I have been able to obtain, it is my opinion that 
the latter will be leſs expenſive and more uſeful than the for- 
mer, in preſerving peace between the frontier ſettlers and 
the Indians, and therefore a part of the military eſtabliſhment 


ſhould conſiſt of tavalry. 
+ Shri G. WASHINGTON. | 


The Speaker then read the clauſe in the Conſtitution 
which directs the proceeding on ſuch an occaſion, and which 
ſays, that in caſe two-thirds of the houſe wherein it originat- 
ed ſhall be in favour of paſſing the bill, it ſhall be ſent to the 
other, and if two-thirds of that houſe be alſo in favour of it, 
it ſhall become a law. The votes of both houſes to be de- 
termined by yeas and nays. 4 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, he meant to vote againſt the bill, but 
he did not wiſh to ſtand charged with refuſing to pay the 
men for the time they were in fervice. He thought this bill 
was by no means liable to a charge of this kind. As it could - 
ſcarcely be ſuppoſed that, at the time they were making a vo- 
luntary gift of 100 dollars to every officer diſcharged, it could 
not reaſonably be ſuſpected that the Legiſlature meant to de- 
fraud the men of their pay. | 

Mr. W. Smith did not ſee any neceſflity for the obſervati- 
ons of the gentleman from Virginia, There was nothing in 
the meſſage of the Preſident which charged that houſe with 
an intention of. defrauding the men of their pay. Whatever 
was the deſign of gentlemen, this was not the charge. But 
certain it was that this would be the reſult of the bill, and it 
would be fix weeks or two months before they couly be noti- 
hed that the act was paſſed. It was the legal opinion of the 
Attorney General, therefore, that they would not be entitled 
to pay during that time, | 

Mr. Nicholas was ſorry the gentleman from South Caro- 
ina and he did not think alike on the fubje&; he thought 
the objections he had made were neceflary, and he had made 
them for the purpoſe ſtated. He thought the Prefident 
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ought not to have doubted their willingneſs to have allowed 
the pay in queſtion. He was of opinion the houſe had given 
ſome extraordinary proofs of their liberality this ſeſlion; 
amongſt other proofs of this, they had determined to ap- 
propriate money for the building of a thirty-ſix gun frigate, 
which he had cauſed to be built without authority. But the 
pay of theſe men was ſo much a point of law, that he beliey. 
ed the men would have been entitled to pax. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, their having agreed to give each of the 
officers 100 dollars without mentioning the men, rather went 
againſt the gentleman's concluſion; becauſe, if any thing had 
been intended to have been given to them, they would alſo 
have been mentioned. | VE 

Mr. Williams was forry that ſome things had not been 
more attended to, when that bill was under conſideration; 
and, although there would be a.difficulty reſpecting the Bri. 
gadier-General and Staff, yet he thought the objections well 
tounded, and would vote againſt the paſſing of the bill, in or- 
der that a new one might be brought in, to avoid the objecti- 
ons, from the demands lately made for the protection of 
the frontiers of Georgia and Tenneflee, which amounted 10 
upwards of 300,000 dollars; he fully agreed with the Preſi- 
dent that it would be leſs experice to keep up the two com- 
panies of Dragoons, than employ militia horſe. | 


The Yeas and Nays were then taken as follow : 


LE AS 
Theodorus Bailey, Jeſſe Franklin, 
Abraham Baldwin, Albert Gallatin, 
David Bard, James Gilleſpie, 1 
Thomas Blount, Chriſtopher Greenup, 
Richar ] Brent, Andrew Gregg, 
Nathan Bryan, William B. Grove, 
Daniel Buck, Wade Hampton, 
Demſey Burges, - Carter B, Harriſon, > 
Samuel ]. Cabell, John Hathorn, 


Gabriel Chriſtie, 


Thomas Claiborne, John Heath, 
John Clopton, James Holland, 
Iſaac Coles, Andrew Jackſon, 
enry Dearborn, George Jackſon, 
Aaron Kitchell, 


Illiam Findley, 


Jonathan N. Havens, 


£0 5 L 
Edward Livingſton, | ©» John Patten, 


Matthew Locke, . ion Richards, * 
Samuel Macla r, John 8. e 5 
Nathaniel seen, -- ** © Tonipſon J. Sener, 
James — + Ifrael Smith, tor oa * 
John Milledge, - Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Andrew 7 Thomas Sprisg, but. ny | 
Frederick” A. . Wilka Strudwiee g 
Antheny New, John Swanwick, LG 1 
John Nicholas s phaniah Swift; 
amen b, ee, — Venable, and” 
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Fiber Ames, * Jenn e Riviera,” tbr 
Theophilas been, IP muel Lyman n 
Jothua Coit, _ 5 - William Lyman: 
William Craik, Francis Malbone, oe 
Samtiel W. Dum, e William Vans egy” | 
James Davenport, 2 Eliſha R. Potter, #6: 8-00 1 
George Dent, eee ,,, 
George Ege, Samuel Se wall, 
Abiel Foſter, | ws Samuel Sitgreaves; 1 
Dwight Foſter; ©0197 7 Jeremiah Smith, ; 
Ezekiel Gilbert, | Nathaniel Smith, 
Nicholas Gilman, e 417: -»- WikeSwith, do tn 9 
Chauncey Goodrich, William Smith 17 9:7 b l 
Roger Griſwold, 5 George Thatcher 
Robert Goodloe Hape Richard Thomass, 
Thomas Hartley, © © John E. Van Allen 
Thomas Henderſon, g Peleg Wadſworth, and 
W liam Hindman, 1! Jahn Williams. * 30. | 
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The bill being nan lo Mr. Nicholas novel chat 
a committee be appointed to dring ! in a new bill, Which be- 
ing agreed to, a new bill was reported (exactiy the. ſume as 
tne former, except an omiſſion of the parts objected to by 
the Prelident). It was ordered to be nen for * Third 
rea:ling, and afterwards paſſed. . 

On motion of Mr. Ames, the houſe went into à commit- 
tce of the whole on the bill for placing certain buoys in and 
near the harbour of Boſton, which was agreed to, after filling 
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up the blank for ſix large buoys with i600, dollars, and that 


for ten ſmall ones with a like ſum; the bill was ordered * 


third rrading, and afterwards paſſed. | 
The bill for extending the time for receiving on loan the 


Domeſtic Debt £4 the United, nes, went throng the ſame 


form and was paſſed. 


The houſe reſolved itſelf into a . of tl RW 


the amendments of the Senate to the bill for making regula» 


tions with reſpect to the duty on Spirits diſtilled within the 


United States. They propoſed to do away the licences for 
two weeks, and to provide only for monthly licences, to bear 
date on the firſt day of every calendar month.  _ 4 

Mr. Harriſon hoped theſe amendments wouldnot be agreed 


to. It was well known that in the Southern parts ol the 


Union, there was a ſmall diſtillery jn almoſt every farm; but 
if theſe amendments were adopted, it would have the effec} 
to deſtroy them, and the lay would become particularly odi- 
ous to the people; it would alſo wholly defeat the purpoſe of 
raiſing revenue from the tax. 

Mr. Parker alſo alledged that it would be the ruin of ma- 
ny ſmall ſtills: there were a thouſand, he ſaid, in his diſtrict, 
who did not diſtil one hundred gallons a year. When the 
law was paſſed which had been in force, Mr. P. ſaid, he was 
obliged to quiet the minds of the people by telling them, that 
it was according to the conſtitution. Many, he faid, had not 
fruit enough to etnploy a ſtill more than two or three weeks; 
beſides, owing to their inconvenient ſituation, they were fre- 
quently obliged to ſtand ſti} in the middle of their work. 
Indeed he thought if they were oppreſſed too much by this 
law, the conſequences would be bad, for though he did not 

immediately conceive. of an inſurrection, yet they certainly 
would oppoſe the officers of collection, and from one ſtep to 
another, it may lead to that dangerous end. He thought, as 
times were rather critical, and we had enemies enough abroad, 
we ſhould be careful not to make them at home alſo. 

Mr. Dayton ſaid nothing could be more true than the ob- 
ſervations of the gentlemen laſt up: this would certainly 
tend to ruin all the ſmall ſtills. He was ſorry no more atten- 
tion was paid to the public good; its tendency muſt go to de- 
ſtroy all ſmall diſtilleries, and without any aid to the revenue, 
but would leſſen it, for at leaſt one third of the diſtilleries 
would drop He therefore hoped the Houſe would adhere to 
their former reſolutions, without which he would rather no 
| bill at all ſhould paſs. 
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Mr. Macon ſpoke to the ſame effect, obſerving, that, as a8 
there could be no good, it would be wrong to run a. riſk of 
either. The queſtion, on a diſagreement five hs Senate 
was then put, and paſſed unanimouſly... 

Mr. Blount called for the order of the diy on the 
report of the committer of claims on the petition of the wi- 
dow of the late Scollacuttaw, or hanging maw: the Houſe ac- 
cordingly went into a committee thereon, when the report 
was read, as follows: 

« That the complaints againſt the conduct of one John 
Beard, and a nailer of armed men, who, he ſtates, in the 
year one thouſand fever hundred and ninetv- three, contrary 
to law, and the good faith of government, attacked the 
dwelling-houſe of the petitioner and her huſband ; killed and 
wounded a number of well-diſpoſed Indians; burit.. and de- 
ſtroyed, and carried away their property, and \ wounded the pe- 
titioner. She now prays that ſome proviſion may be made 
for her. © 
After examining the ſtatement made by the petitioner, 
and the facts upon which ſhe reſts her preſent application, 
the committee have found ſome difficulty in Jeciding what 
meaſures would be moſt adviſeable for the Houſe to adopt. 

« Previous to the attack on the Hanging Maw, the fron- 
tier ſettlers of Tenneſſee, and the Indians in that quarter, 
had been guilty of mutual acts of aggreſſion and hoſtility. A 

party of the Indians had killed ſome ſettlers; their trail was 
diſcovered, conducting acroſs the Tennefſee—this | circum- 
ſtance induced a belief in their purſuers, that the Hanging 
Maw had been concerned in that buſineſs; and occaſioned 
his being wounded, and the misfortunes complained of by his 
widow. The general opinion, however, repreſents the 
Hanging Maw as having been uniformly friendly to the ſet- 
tlers: as vigilant to apprize them of the approach of banditti, 
and conſtant in his exertions, on all occaſions, to compoſe 
differences between them and his'nation : and withal, as poſ- 
ſeſſing conſiderable influence over the Indians. The ſame 
diſpoſition is alſo attributed to his widow, the preſent peti- 
tioner; who, inſtead of exciring her people to acts of retali- 
8 hay abated nothing in her friendſhip to the white peo- 
P 
All theſe circumſtances ſeem to countenance, if not to 
require for her a penſion from the government, or ſume other 
relief from the legiſlature. Such a proviũon might alſo be 
conſidered as extending its influence beyond the par ticulay 
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object; or, as an inciting cauſe. to other Indians to ꝓurſue a 
ſimilar line of conduct, under circumftances alike cruel and 
diſtreſſing, ſhould they happen.. 
«© But, on the other hand, it is to be conſidered, there we 
citizens on the frontiers who have ſuffered injuries as. cruel, 
and deprivations as ſevere, by the Indians; and who bave 
been thereby left in ſituations of diſtreſs that would -equally 
call for aſſiſtance from the Legiſlature. eſtions ariſe whe- 


| ther both deſcriptions of ſufferers ought to provided for? 


Whether the abilities of government would be competent to 
meet all poſſible claims of this nature? and whether help ten 
be extended, by law, to the one, and conſiſtently, refuſed. ? 
the other? 

It may be ſald, that thoſe who ſettle upon the frontiers, 
voluntarily aſſume all the riſques and dangers attached to 
that poſition ; and, therefore, can have no juſt claim upon 
government for conſequences reſulting from their choice; 
whilſt, on the contrary, policy requires that the minds of In- 
dians, who may be rouſed to hoſtility by aQs of the ſettlers, 
ſhould be quieted dy ſmall pecuniary interpoſitions. 

«© Under theſe views of the ſubject, the committee have 
heſitated what report to make; but, upon the whole, as the 
authority veſted in the Executive Department is competent to 
meet this claim; and ſhould the petitioner, from her ſuffer- 
ings and her attachment to the United States, appear, to the 
Executive, to be entitled to any annual relief, as it may be 
afforded out of the appropriations for contingent expenſes, in 
the Indian department, without an interference of the Legil- 
nature; and, as this mode will probably involve the feweſt 
difficulties, the committee think ſhe ſhould apply to that de- 
partment; and that the prayer of her. petition Wen not to 
be granted.“ 

The queſtion was taken, that the Houſe do agree with the 
committee of the whole Houle, i in their agreement to the ſaid 
report, | 

And reſolved in the affirmative. , 

The committee reported their agreement with the refoks 
tion reported from the committee of claims, to which the 
Houſe concurred. 

On motion of Mr. Livingſion, the Houſe reſolved itſelf i in- 
to a committee of the whole on the bill in addition to an act for 
the relief and protection of American ſeamen. This bill was 
brought forward to ſupply an omiſſion in the bill paſſed laſt 


{oſion, reſpecting the manner in which certificates of citizen» 
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ſhip ſhould be granted. This part of the bill occaſioned con- 
ſiderable diſcuſſion laſt n and was a ſubject of confe- 
rence betwixt the two Houſes; but from fome unaccounta- 
ble neglect was omitted in the law, and had been ſupplied by 
the Preſident, who had adopted the plan agreed, upon by the 
two Hauſes, except that he had ſomew hat enlarged it. The 
bill now. propoſed was a copy of. the * which had 
been added u upon bye the Prefident. 

Mr, Harper ſpoke at conſiderable length ainſi the mode 
aid down for the aſcertaining of citizenſhip, which was to be 
proved in caſe of failure of a copy of the regiſter where the 
perfon was born, by one credible witneſs. Mr. H. propoſed 
that the teſtimony of three freeholders ſhould be neceſſary. 
Mieſſrs. W. Lyman, Buck, and Livingſton, ſeverally — 
againſt the motion, when the queſtion was put and negatived 
three members only riſing in favour of it. The bill was or- 
dered to be engrofled. for a third reading to-morrow. ' 

Mr. Heath preſented a petition of Orchard Cook and 
Abiel Wood, praying a remiſſion of duties on ſome rum ex- 
ported, and loſt on board * Referred to the committee 
of commerce. 

Alſo a petition of Thomas { Kg praying for compenſation 
as ſupernumerary aid-de-camp to General Wayne from July 


1794, till his death; 


Referred to the committee of hay 

The Houle procecded to conſider the amendments pro- 
poſed by the Senate to the reſolution calling upon the States 
for the payment of certain balances, . _ 

Mr. W. Smith moved to recede from their Aifogreement 
to the Senate's amendments, which was negatived, there be- 
ing only 12 votes in favour of it. Mr. Nicholas then moved 
to adhere, and the motion was carried. 

Mr. Swanwick reported a bill to authorize a. ſtatement of 
the claims of George Smith and John Robertſon, formerly 
ſlaves in Algiers. It was referred to a commuting of the * 
to- day 

Mr. A. Foſter, from the FLAY of Enrolment, re- 
ported ſeveral bills as duly enrolled, which received the ſigna- 
ture of the Speaker, and were ee. laid before the Pre- 
ſident. 

Adjourned. 
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 Tharſtay, Mares." eee 


The bill for the relief of bn ſeamen was read tha 
third time and paſſed. 


On motion of Mr. W. Smith, the houſe went into Molt. 


mittee of the whole on the bill making appropriation for the 
military eſtabliſhment when the hers phe 5 were agreed 
to, without Debate. 


TY * Doilke 
For the payment of the __— 22 2 50, 
For the ſubſittence of the officers. - © 47a | 
Do. of non-commiſfioned officers _ privates 24552 5 
For forage. | - 144964 
For cloathing. sf PROP es er 83,050 


Mr. W. Smith then N l to kulerr a new item, in 
conſequence of the bill juſt paſſed, for the purchafe of. 
horſes and the equipment of the Cavalry, 16,085 dollars.“ 

Mr. Gallatin faid the items which' ha been agreed to was 
upon the ground of an increaſe of 126 dragoons which were 
not in tlie former bill. The item now under conſideration, 
went to provide horſes and equipments for an additional com. 
pany of cavalry. It appeared that this company was here- 
tofore without either, ſo that they muſt have been em loy- 
ed as diſmounted dragoons, and if they now approp el 1. 
ſum before them, they would, in fact, add a company of 
horſe to the eſtabliſhment. He believed it to be the general 
opinion that they had cavalry ſufficient at preſent ; indeed 
it was the opinion of a large majority of that houſe that none 
were neceſſary; but if they did appropriate for any, he 
thought they ought 1 not to go beyond the preſent eftabliſh- 
ment. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid, if they refuſed to make the pc 
ation under conſideration, they declared that one of the two 
companies of cavalry, ſhould act as infantry. By the bill 
paſſed yeſterday, it was left altogether to the option of the 
Preſident to employ them either as cavalry or infantry 3. but 
if this appropriation was withheld, he would be under the 
neceſſity of employing them as infantry only, anil this houſe 
would now exerciſe a diſcretion, which only yeſterday | they, 
had veſted in the executive. 

It would be obſerved that in the meflage of the Preſident, 
he had fully ſtated the reaſons why dragoons would be re- 
quiſite; the buſineſs upon which one of the companies was 
at preſent — was to o eſcort the commiſſioners en. 
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ployed in running the boundary lines betwixt the territory 
of the United States and the Indians: the other was indiſ- 
penſible for the protection of the trontiers. 

What, Mr. S. aſked, would be the conſequence of refuſing 
this appropriation ? One of the troops of dragoons would be 
obliged to act as infantry, and 8 would be com- 
pelled to employ militia horſe at a great expence. If this 
was economy, he was miſtaken in his ideas of economy. The 
ſum was conformable to the eſtimate which * had — 
from the war office. 

Mr. Hartley was in favour of the appropriation, that the 
Preſident might be at full liberty to employ the troops on 
foot or on horſeback according as the ſervice might require. 

Mr. Nicholas thought while they were making _— 
ations, this object might as well be included; if men 
were to be kept, they A to be properly equipped, he ſaid, 
it was the opinion of the Preſident, and the Secretary at 
War, that cavalry was neceſſary, and therefore he had con- 
cluded it would be proper, and "wiſhed them be kept up, ſo 
as to be called into ſervice whenever neceſſary. 

Mr. Milledge thought there was great need of cavalry Z 
it would be an object of policy, as by information he had 
received from the governor of Georgia, which he had in his 
hand, and which was corroborated by a late governor, 
horſe was abſolutely neceſſary, (be thought three troops) on 
that frontier, he was, therefore in favour of the appropri- 
ation. . 

Mr. Varnum had no doubt but the g — from Geor- 
gia, andevery gentleman in the houſe would be glad to have 
horſe and infantry too, kept in their ſtate; every part would 
be glad to have the public money expended upon it z he 
could not ſee why à body of cavalry ſhould be kept up in a 
time of peace, he thought the legiſlature had as good right 
to judge as any perſon, notwithſtanding the authorities pro- 
duced to ſanction the appropriation. Mr. V. had no doubt 
if this was granted, application would ſoon be made again 
for a ſimilar purpoſe. He hoped this appropriation would 
not take place; it woyld be a ſmall faving, and might as 
well be made as there was ſo much want of it; he could 
have wiſhed the troops reduced to two regiments, which he 
thought quite ſufficient for a peace eſtabliſhment. He hoped 
the Preſident's ideas on the ſubject would not obtain to govern 
the deciſions of the houſe, a as we have the power, ſaid he, 
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to withhold appropriations; and what gentlemen, who were 
locally concerned, ſhould ſay, he could not be Ter 2 
as ſoldiers would conſume their produce, and 
amongſt them, conſequently they were intereſted. 
Mr. Craik really lamented that the gentleman 14 not 
been in the houſe yeſterday, at at the time the ſubject vas 
more under conſideration; he then might have invecled 
againſt the Preſident. The obſervations might have come vn 
more propriety; if they had been made before the bill paſſed, 
when under diſcuſſion, but after a law has paſſed the 
authorities, after it has been reſolved to have theſe troops of 
horſe, to ſay, « we will not appropriate to carry it into effect 
is ſtrange conduct. If the determinatlon of the gentle- 
man was to oppoſe the bill, he ſliould have uſed every means 
to that purpoſezand if not effectual, at leaſt to ſuffer others to 
enjoy their will, eſpecially a majority For the ſake of con- 
ſiſteney, he hoped the gentleman would withdraw his oppo- 
ſition, and not in this ſide- way to defeat the operation of 2 
bill which has paſſed. The cavalry were voted becauſe they 
were ſuppoſed to be neceſſary. and now a gentleman comes 


forward, endeavouring to excite the jealouſy of the houſe on 


the executive's meddling with the military eſtabliſhment. 
Mr. Craik faid he was pleaſed that the Preſident had refuſed 
it, if it was onlyto convince ſome gentlemen that he Had power 
to refuſe that, or any other bill. {Here Mr. Dent aſked the 
gentleman whether he was in order.] Mr. Craik faid hc 
only wiſhed to prove the inconſiſtency of the member's con- 
duct. He thought the houſe ſhould not betray a want of 
conſiſtency. He believed from the ſtatement of the mem- 
bers from Georgia, and the reaſons of the Preſident, that 
horſe was neceffary and he therefore _ with the appro- 
priation to be paſſed. 
Mr. Kitchel ſaid, gentlemen ſeemed to be miſtaken ; they 
were continually alluding to the law paſſæd yeſterday : there 
was not a word about two troops of horſe yeſterday : all we 
then ſaid was, that we would not ſay there ſhould not be 
two troops of horſe : the meſſage of the Preſident did not 
ſay that two troops ſhould. be mounted, nor do I fay, fait 
Mr. K. that horſe are not neceſſary, I think ſome a:e ne- 
ceſſary: but the enquiry ſeemed to be now whether the hos 
were to vote for more. 
Mr, W. Smith ſaid the gentleman': s obſervation were very 
extraordinary; he ſurely could not have attended to the bu- 
ſineſs, to ſay that the houſe had not paſſed the law authoriz- 
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ing two troops of horſe. "We have a law in force, ſaid he, 
to aſcertain and fix the military eſtabliſhment, in which we 
authorize the Preſident to employ the two troops of dragoons, 
to ſerve either on horſe, or foot at his direction 3 the bill 
we ſent up yeſterday does not repeal that law, and yet gen- 
tlemen would now come forward to oppoſe the appropriation, 
and determine they ſhall act on foot. He could not think 
with what propriety the reſtriction could be made as the gen- 
tleman from Maſſachuſetts wiſhes, nor could hei think how 


the gentleman from Jerſey had attended. Should-+we now 


ſav they ſhould be at our direction ¶ and that we would 
not grant money without ? this would be ſtrange conduct ; 
—an aſſum ption power hien he NA ther Rouſe would 
nevervarropates 7} 901 1 1 214 

Mr. Kitchel ſaid his meaning vn, ane me horſe were 
not eſtabliſhed yeſterday, but before. 

Mr. Hartley ſaid it appeared from eee that 


the troops were requiſite to ſave the — frontiers 


from the depredations of the Indians: he thou ht; there- 
fore, that they having been eſtabliſhed before beches the 'houſe 
were bound to make the appropriation to give effect, or ſhow 
the great inconſiſtency. 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid it was not his intention to vote for theſe 
men at all; but if they muſt have them, perhaps it would be 
moſt ecohomical to equip them. With reſpect ta their pou 
er of witkholding the appropriation, he had no doubt; and 
though they had yeſterday paſſed a law eſtablithing two com- 
panies-of cavalry, it was in the power of that Houſe, of the 
Senate, or of the Prefident, to refuſe an appropriation. This 
was the ſenſe of the conſtitution. When the bill came be- 
tore the houſe, he ſhould give his negative to the additional 
hocſe; for if they were always to keep up the fame number 


of men, whether in war or peace, except two thirds of both 


houſes were foumd to oppoſe the will of the Pretident, they 
might bid adieu to all reftraint upon executive power, and 
count upon à military government, it ever an executive 
thould be found, whoſe will it ſhould te to make it ſo. If 
theſe were to be kept up he would ſtill fay the houſe had 
better go to ee dollars — to mode them on 
horſeback. 

Mr. Varnum faid, it was obſerver by crntieniin chin theſe 
troops were not mounted 3 if ſo there muſt have been a very 
lavith waſte of money: However that might be, gentlemen 
who ſtite this buſineis ought to ſtate it fairly.” They ought 
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ndt to ſay that two companies of cavalry were yeſterday voted. 
No they were part of the old war eſtabliſhment. It was 
true the houſe had not the power to repeal the law ; but 
one thing was in their power z and that they ought to do if 
they ſee this part of the ſtanding army neceſſary, the oonſti- 
tution returns the power to act on it once in every two years, 

to each branch of the legiſlature. The houſe he t 
had good right to exerciſe their own opinion on the nu; 
of mounting theſe men; it was not in the power of one 
branch to repeat the law which keeps theſe men, but we 
ought to conſider whether they art to be put in the ſame 
ſituation as in time of war. Mr. Varnum ſaid he difch: 
his duty in voting againſt this appropriation 1 the Houſe had 
a right to judge, and it was not in the power of the Pres- 
dent to act for them. 

Mr. Heath ſaid that the ſudjoct had been fully diſcuſſed, 
and therefore he ſhould only obſerve that from the authori- 
ties which had recommended the mounting of thefe vey 
he ſhoule vote for the appropriation. 

Mr. Milledge repeated his arguments on te local fitus- 
tion of the country, and aſſerted the abfolute neceffity n 

troops 

The motion was put and carried, there being 36 in favou 
Au. 
Mr. W. Smith then propoſed to add 152,606 debeo for 
finiſhirig. the fri gates United States, Conſtitution, and au 
lation. 

Mr. Nicholas faid he ſhould be againſt appropriatin 5 
large a ſum for this purpoſe. It was 275 of the Houk 
on a former occaſion, that it would be proper to appropriate 
fuch a ſum as ſhould put them in ſuch a ſituation as to ſo- 
cure them from injury, but to ſtop ſhort of making them fit 
for ſea, that the expence of manning might be avoided. - 

Mr. Swanwiek ſaid a new fenfe of the buſineſs ſeemed to 
be brought forward at preſent. Before, they had determined 
to finiſh the frigates ; but now they were not to fmiſh them, 
leſt they fhould be manned, but to finiſh them in part on- 

A Gentlemen yeſterday faid, when ſpeaking on the ſub- 
ject of the Preſident's meſſage that he could not ſuppoſe they 
would have refuſed to pay the ſoldiers, though there might 
be ſome deficiency in the expreſſion of the act; and might 
he not. ſuppoſe, ſaid Mr. S. that if the frigates were ſo nearly 
finiſhed, he might go on to finiſh them, and truft to the Le- 
; eine to furniſh the money? Theſe frigates, he i{aid, were 
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— it were to be made a preſent of to Algiers, that a 
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gate could be finiſhed, and not when it was for the — 
tion of our own commarce. He truſted, however, that there 
would- not be a majority found in that houfe who would vote 
againſt finiſhing R 
remain for a future gonſideration. 

Mr. Parker ſaid, it would require all the money which had 
been named for '6niſhing the _ without rigging, 
though there would be a > be 7 oh quantity of materials 
left on hand. There need be no apprehenſion of their being 
manned, whilſt ſeamen's wages remained at the price 
were, becauſe mep could not be got on the terms — 


in the law for this purpoe It a ſmaller ſum than was men: 


tioned were to he granted, they might as well give nothing, 
Mr. Sitgreayes ſuppoſed the blank was now propoſed to be 
filled with the ſame ſym which had heen agreed upon on a 
former occaſion, | If this were the caſe, it ought to diſſipate 
the fears of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) as 
it was well known that the ſum was predicated upon a fap- 
poſition that the frigates were not to be manned. If they 
were to be manned, a further appropriation would certainly 
be neceſſary 

Mr. Nicholas ſaid, it appeared to him, that if all gentle- 
men were agreed chat this buſineſs ſhould go no farther than 
the building of the frigates, they could have no heſitation to 
leave undone ſome of the internal finiſhing work of the vel- 
ſels ; if they did not wiſh to put them into ſuch 2 ſituation 
as that they might force them into ſervice upon the ſpur of 
an alarm, — could have no ohjection to their being left in 
— a ſituation as to be perfectly ſecure, but not finiſhed fit 
or lea, 

Mr. Sitgreayes ſaid this ſubject had heretofore undergone 
a very full diſcuſſion. A motion was then made merely to 
finiſh the hulls, which was negatived, It was then faid that 
contracts were made for all the materials, and that except the 
frigates were finiſhed, the engagements which had been en- 
tered into could not be fulfilled, But there was another ſe- 
curity againſt the danger apprehended. They had lately 
come to a determination to make all appro priations ſpecific 
and particular. What was the language of the preſent ap- 


propriation ? It was for finiſhing the frigates, not for man- 


ning them. If it had been ſaid to be for carrying into effect 
the law for the naval eſtabliſhment, there might have been 
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ſome little — for apprehenſion but, as it ann. 
1 could not — to man the veſſels. 
Mr Nicholas ſaid, when they voted the ſum no- aſked 
for finiſhing the frigates, the expenditure was accompanied 
by a law to repeal the manning clauſe” of the former act. He 
had made enquiries reſpecting contracts, and found the mo- 
ney in hand was equal to the fulfilment of them; if there 
had been any others, he ſuppoſed they ſhould have heard of 
them. He again ſaid there were many ornamental parts of | 
the veſſels which den be as a —— upon the 2 l 
ef next year as of t h We, 0 t 
Mr. Swanwick ſaid, if cn — have bad — [ 
F 
i 


ſizht ſufficient to have known that there would have been 
any objections made to the finiſhing of the 4rigates, they- 
would certainly not have entered into any contracts to that r 
extent; but they could not poſſibly do this. He wiſhed, if f 
gentlemen were determined the frigates ſhould not be made E 
uſe of, that they would ſay at once they ſhould be ſold on the P 
ftocks. - With reſpect to manning of them from the money h 
poſed to be appropriated, that was impoſſible, and he ſaw ti 

no reaſon for making the buſineſs buns Javey by 57 — ſe 
precaution. Pc 

Mr. Holland faid it was, with Pest propriety, intendedby dc 
many members in the Houſe to keep the frigates in ſuch a he 
ate as to prevent their being manned. If we appropriatets th 
finiſh them, ſaid he, we ſhall be expoſed to all the difficul- by 
ties depicted by the gentleman from Pennſylvania z-for ſome l 
way would be deviſed to procure and pay men, if the Houſe 0 
put it in the power of the Executive to do it: therefore, he gat 
hoped, to avoid all that trouble and expence, they would not 
vote to finiſh them. For what purpoſe, ſaid he, ſhould they 
be finiſhed, unleſs it were intended to man them? To avoid 
every danger of that kind, he ſhould vote. — the ſum 

ropoſed. 

Mr. Hartley ſaid, that laſt year the fix gates, which had 
been before voted for, were reduced to three, with intent to 
compleat them. Was it not probable then, he would aſk, 
that the Preſident would proceed to compleat thoſe frigates, 

»ccording to the power given him? Was it not to be ſup- 
poſed that contracts were entered into for that purpoſe ? No 
perſon could ſuppoſe but contracts were made. Then cer- 
tainly the Houſe ought not to expoſe the Executive to the 
ridiculous ſituation of receding from his contracts! They 
would not be finiſhed before next ſeſſion, and therefore ne 
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danger of equipping could be apprehended. It may be ne: 
ceſſary to uſe them, but at any rate it would be running no 
riik to have them finiſhed, as they could not be manned by 
this appropria tion. „„ ĩðͤv66„„66 „1 
Mr. Gallatin ſaid, there ſeemed to be involved in the pre- 
ſent conſideration, the queſtion whether or not we ſhould 
have a navy. As to himſelf he ſhould vote againſt the pre- 
ſent appropriation; becauſe if the frigates were completely 
fiaiſhed, he ſhould fear they would get to ſea. When they 
had on a former occaſian conſented to. finiſh them, it was 
under the condition * the law for manning being repealed; 
but they now ſtopd upon new- ground. Mr. G. ſaid he had 
been charged with inconſiſtency of opinion, from having be- 
tore ſaid that he thought the Preſident would not be autho- 
rized to proceed to the manning of the veſlels under the pre- 
ſent law, whilſt he was now apprehenſive that he might do ſo. 
He wiſhed to be on ſure ground. He did not know but the 
Preſident might put a different conſtruction upon the law from 
him. Indeed, from the experience they had had of Preſiden- 
tial diſcretion, they need not be ſurpriſed, if the veſſels were 
ſent to ſea, though no appropriation was made for the pur- 
poſe, ſhould the Preſident ſuppoſe there was any plea for 
doing ſo. As a proof of this power having been exerciſed 
heretofore, Mr. G. referred to the Weſtern, Inſurrection. In 
that caſe, he ſaid, no appropriation was made for the expence; 
but the law authorizes the Preſident to call out the militia 
when he ſhall ſee occaſion to do ſo; he called them out, and 
got money from the Treaſury. Indeed the building of a fri- 
gate for Algiers, without any authority, and the pledging of 
the faith. of the nation to pay the expence of the law ſuits of 
our citizens in London, were ſtrong proofs of what the Exe- 
cutive could do. 1 4 ä 
Mr. G. ſaid he did not mean to bring into view any argu- 
ments relative to the propriety of eſtabliſhing a navy in this 
country. He ſhould vote againſt the preſent motion, be- 
cauſe he did not with to ſee the frigates at fea, and, becauie 
he conceived a navy to be prejudicial to the true intereſts of 
this country. Something had been ſaid about contracts, but 
he did not believe any exitted. They had laſt year been told 
the ſame. thing. Any perſon reading the ſtatements which 
had been furniſhed to them would perceive, that the buſineſs 
was not done by contract, but that men were employed by 
government, and regular wages paid to them. The frigate 
which had been built for Algiers had been built by contract, 


( 242 |); 


they had an eſtimate of it at ſo much a ton but this was not 
the caſe with reſpeCt to any other of the frigates. 
Mr. W. Smith did not wiſh to going into a lang debate on 
this ſubject, when they had ſo much buſineſs before them, in 
order to ſhew whether it was proper for this country to have 
a navy or nat; the only queſtion now was, whether they 
ought to appropriate money for finiſhing the three frigates. 
If they did not do it, all the money which had been al- 
ready expended, would probably be laſt The only objec- 
tion ta the doing of this — to aniſe from a fear that the 
veſſels would be manned, though when this ſubject was the 
other day before them, the gentleman from Pennſylvania, 
Mr. Gallatin, moved to poſtpone the bill relative to the re- 
| Or fulpending the law for. manning the. veſſels: till 

next ſeſſion, from an opinion, that by the preſent law the 
Preſident was not authoriſed to man them. Fee” 29g” 
ſeemed now, however, in captradiftion to himſelf, to fear 
the Prefident would put a different conſtruction upon the 
law, if he did nat believe the Pfeſident would violate the 
law, he could not account for his refuſing now to vote for 
the money which was merely neceſſary to finiſh the veſſels.— 
Mr. W. 5, read an extract from the report of the Secre- 
tary of War, to ſhew the forward ſtate in which the veſſels: 
were, and added, that they were bound in duty to finiſh 
chem, were it only to prevent the loſs of the money already 
expended upon them. 

Mr. Dearbarn obſerved, that if, he was — from 
the documents which had been laid before them, that the 
fum now aſked for, was neceſſary merely to finiſh the frigates, 
he ſhould not heſitate to vote for it ; hut it was a little ex- 
traordinary, that the gentlemen on that committee, not even 
the chairman who ſeemed to have the buſineſs. fa much u 
heart, could not ſay whether this ſum was neceſſary for 
finiſhing and rigging, or finiſhing without rigging, or fos 
finiſhing, rigging, and manning, The frigate- building in 
this city, the captain had told him, was calculated, in point 
of ſize, to carry 62 guns, inſtead of 44: which was one of 
the reaſons they had coſt ſo much more than they had been 
eſtimated at. Mr. D. ſaid he ſuſpected that the ſum — 
poſed, would not only be ſufficient to finiſh. the hulls, but 
to rig and fit the veſſels for ſea, and until he had more 
ſatisfaftion on the ſubject, he LR not _—_ to give a 


rote for it, 
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Mr: Kittera obſerved that gentlemen firſt ſaid, that undef 
the preſent law the Preſident could not proceed to man and 
ſend the veſſels to ſea, but now they were apprehenſive this 
might be done, though no tation was made for the 
purpoſe. This, he thought, ſome what inconſiſtent; but he 
believed whilſt 30 dollars a month was given to ſeamen by 
merchants, and their law only authoriſed 11 to be given, there 
was not much to be feared on this head. n 

Mr. Ames ſaid, that gentlemen to the finiſhing of 
the frigates, ſeemed to be alſo oppoſed to all ideas of this coun- 
try ever becoming a naval power; the neceſſity of this, he 
was perſuaded, would ere long appear. It was not to be ſup- 
poſed that a nation whoſe. commerce was greater than that 
of any other, except Great Britain, ſhould go on long with- 
out a naval protection; and he believed the more ſtrenuous 
the oppoſition ſhewn againſt this meaſure, the ſooner it would 
be accompliſhed; he was not therefore diſpleaſed to ſee the 
preſent violent oppoſition to every thing which looked to- 
wards this object. We | 

It was not enough, Mr. A. faid, for gentlemen to diſcour- 
age the building of ſhips, they would alſo diſeredit the admi- 
niſtration of government; and nothing, was more natural 
than that thoſe-who thought ſo ill of it themſelves ſhould en- 
deavour to ſpread thoſe opinions. This was done continually, 
With reſpect to the building of the frigates, he thought it 
was a wile ſtep; and as to the extra expence and delay which 
had attended the bufineſs, he believed, gentlemen might 
take a ſhare of the blame upon themſelves, on account of the 
verſatility which had been ſhewn upon the occaſion, in this 
day agreeing upon one thing, and that upon another. It was 
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reſolution which had been taken to make the ſhips much 
larger than was contemplated by the houſe ; the veſſel build- 
ing here, he believed, was nearly 1600 tons. He was glad 
that this alteration of plan had been adopted; not becauſe 


cauſe contrary to the direction of the Legiſlature, but becauſe 
true wiſdom required it; they would now be an overmatch 
for any frigate, or any veſſel which the Algerines could ſen 
out againſt them. "Theſe, he believed, were the views o 
the Executive in having them built of the ſize they were. 
The number of the frigates agreed to be finiſhed had been 
reduced to three; and theſe they laſt ſeſſion paſſed a law to 
finiſh, But what was now to be done? It was ſaid they 
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true, that another cauſe of extra'expence was owing to a 


more money would be expended on this account; not be- 
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1 finiſhed. Who ſaid this? Did the People ? 
did the Government ſay it? No; that houſe alone faid it; 
ſo that that houſe were about to uſurp the ſupreme arthotit, 
We, fad" he, are thie government, we are the people we are 
every thing! 0 7 | 571657 e $4; r ann, 
But, if there be a law whithTays that theſe tree frigates 
ſhould be built an equipped for ſea, was it not neceſſary, be- 
fore it was conclude? that they ſhould not be ſo biiflt and 
equipped, that this Iaw ſhould be repealed by all the branches 
of the Legiſlature ? No, ſay pentlemen, we can appropriate 

or not, According to our Tovereign will and pleafüre. If 
they poſſeſſed that power to nullify what was enacted iby all 
the three branches of government, it was greatly to de la- 
mented. But, he faid, if they could app riate according 
to their will, they were bound to do it alſo according to their t. 
conſciences too. It was not only 4 weapon but a Thield which 
it was their duty to uſe with great caution, and according to MI. *! 
lav; for, if they were to uſe it contrarily, it would be t6 make 

that houſe the ſupreme power, it would be to uſurp the fu- BY Ui 
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preme authority. | +: 

Mr. Coit believed the only real queſtion before them wis, WM *!: 

what ſum they would appropriate for this object; he wifhe ; 
X +4 Ps: t 


| the mover would conſent to leave the item bla. 
Mr. W. Smith had no objection to its being left blank.” 


Mr. Venable ſaid, if this was mere queſfion of expente, bo 
it was very extraordinary that it ſhould have called forth 5 
| th 


ſuch a Phillippic from the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts, Mr. 
Ames, who had charged the houſe with arrogating to jel I wb 
all the powers of Government—as being omnipotent. Up ho! 
what ground could he found ſuch charges? If it were a 
queſtion of expence merely, there could certainly be no ground 
for ſuch charges; but if it were to be conſidered as a queſtion 
of power; if they were to be told they dared not to 'with- 
hold the appropriation in queſtion, here he would -entrench 
himſelf as a Repreſentative of the people; he had a right, 2 
a member of that houſe, to vote againſt the expence which he 
thought improper, and he would exerciſe that right. Every 
branchof government had the fame right, and he wiſhed them 
to exerciſe it. And he would not be told, when he was 
about to exerciſe this right, that he was arrogating to him- 
ſelf all the powers of government. He was determined 
to exerciſe his diſcretion on every queſtion which came 
before him for deciſion, and he would vote againſt this ex- 
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Mr. Nicholas {aid the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts; Mr. 
Ames, ſeldom ſpoke without caſting. ſome. denunciatian 
againſt that houſe. He had, however, allowed that the Pre- 
fident had done, with. reſpect to this fleet, all that any gen- 
tleman had charged him with doing; he had even put the 
caſe ſtronger than any other perſon had put it; for he had 
ſaid, that the Executive had determined to build the veſſels 
of a larger ſize than had been contemplated by the Legiſla- 
ture, in order to be an over- match for any other frigate. All 
this, ſaid Mr. N. may be right, and the approbation he gave 
tais conduct, was a proof the gentleman thought ſo; all he 
had to ſay was, that it was not legal; it might be patriotic, 
and be done with an. intention to ſerve the country; the 
Prefident might underſtand the intereſts of the country bet- 
ter than they; but it was a conduct which would not meet 
with th: ſame approbation from him that it met with from 
the gentleman from Maffachuſetts. 

That gentleman had alſo ſaid, that a law impoſed a duty 

upon the houſe to find the means for carrying it into effect. 
Were they not, then, to be called upon for money to man 
the frigates ? He aſked thoſe gentlemen whether the Preſi- 
dent had not a right to man the frigates, and if ſo, whether 
they ſhould not be 9b/zged. to find the money. 

The powers of this houſe to controul appropriations, had, 
however, already been ſettled. It was, indeed, an abſur- 
dity to call a body a Legiſlature, and at the ſame time deny 
them a controul over the public purſe; if this were not ſo, 
where would be the uſe of going through the forms of that 
houſe with a money bill? The Executive might as well draw 
upon the treaſury at once for whatever ſums he might ſtand 
in need of. A doctrine like this would be ſcouted even in deſ- 
potic countries. 

And what was all this power that ſo much alarmed the 
gentleman from Maſlachuſetrs ? It was merely a negative 
power, to refuſe to do what they thought it would be mil= 
chievous to do. Mr. N. ſaid there was a very faſhionable 
doctrine of throwing all power into the hands of the Execu - 
tive, If there were to be extremes, however, he believed an 
exceſs of power would at leaſt be as ſafe in their hands as in 
thoſe of the Executive; and if this were his opinion, and the 
ground upon which he aCted, the gentleman from Maſſachu- 
letts never failed to take an oppoſite direction. He never 
thought any Executive power too great. 
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Mr. Parker remarked, that it had been ſaid the frigates 
would carry 62 guns; it might have been poſſible to habe 
made them fo, but they were no more than a large ſized 44 
gun frigate. They might he à little larger than any other of 
that number of guns; but not ſo much. It was true they were 
not at fifſt 'contemplated to be ſo large, but ſtrong reaſons 
were offered for making them of the preſent ſize; the ex. 
pence was not increaſed by the increaſe bf ſize; in proportion 
to their uſefulneſs. He therefore himfelf approved of whit 
the Preſident had done; and if he had had the management 
of the buſineſs, he ſhould have done the ſame. It had been 
"doubted whethes the ſum propofed to be granted would not 
only finiſh, but equip and man the veſſels; If the gentle- 
man who had: thefe doubts would refer to the report which 
kid been made on the ſubject, he woald find that 220,009 
dollars would be required for that purpoſe; the 1723000 
propoſed, would barely make them ready for fea in other 
reſpects. 

The gentleman from Pennſylrania, Mr. Gallatin, whon wi 

nerally very correct in his ſtatements, had ſuppoſed that 
if the frigates were finiſhed, the Preſident might go on to 
man therh, without conſulting the Legiſlature upon the oc- 
caſion; and, to ſhew the poſſibility of doing this, he had 
alluded to his having built a frigate for the Algerines, with- 
out the approbation of Congreſs. He lamented the ſituation 
in which we ſtood with that country, but he believed the build: 
ing of the frigate was neceflary; The wettern inſurrection 
and the law-ſuits in London had alſo been named, which he 
ſhould not ſtop to notice. 

In anſwer to the gentleman from Pennſylvania; he won 
ſay, tliat if the Prefident could man the veſſels and fend 
them to ſea, independent of Congreſs, he might alſo finiſh 
thera without their aid; but he did not believe he would 
place himſelf in the ſame fituation with reſpect to them as 
if he had to do with a foreign nation. In relation to foreign 
nations he had great power; but, if he went beyond his 
power, with reſpect to internal regulations, he would be 
liable to impeackment, and he would be one of the firit to 

romote an impeachment were ſuch to be his conduct. 

Mr. Ames faid, he underſtood the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, Mr. Nicholas, to ſay, that the conduct of the Execw- 
tive was illegal; but certainly if a frigate was eſtimated to 


coſt 12,000 +:ollars, and it coſt 15, ooo, the expenditure of 


the additional 3090 was not illegal. 


C 


Mr. Nicholas ſaid, he had made uſe of the gentleman; 
gwn words with reſpect to the change in the plan of bull ling 


the frigates, which he had called illegal. 


7 


cutive buſineſs. The gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Vena- 


ble, ſeemed to take the obſeryation which he had made with 
degree of ſenſibility perfectly natural, becaule it went to 
touch the power which he had claimed as a member of that 


houle. The gentleman ſail. “Here I entrench. myſelf be- 
hiad my privileges.” Nothing was Taid about the public 


good; all was ſelf. And vas it. to be conſidered, he aſked, 


that they enjoyed the powers committed to them in their 
own right, as barons of cmpire as ſovereign deſpots? 


Or was the power placed in them to be exerciſed like other 
duties according to juſtice and propriety? He believed no 
one would deny that the latter was the truth. | 


4 * 


2 law, hut another brauch of the Legiſlature had refuſed to 


accede.to the repeal, of courſe it could not be effecte l. Were 


they then, to act as if the law had been repealed ? Yes, ſay 
gentlemen, ve will refuſe to appropriate the money ſince «ve 
think the thing upneceſſary. Ile hoped, however, the 
day would ſoon come (as melancholy would be the period 


until it did arrive) when this power of refuſing an appropria- 


tion to carry an exiſting law into effect, ſhould no longer be 
countenanced by a majority of that houſmſeg. 


Maſſachuſetts had only the public good in view, Which he 
had ſpoken of, he could have had no inducement to have 


gone into the arguments which he had introduced on this 


occaſion, He could aſſure that gentleman that he felt him- 
ſelf as ſtrongly bound to conſider the public good in all his 
conduct, as he could do. He believed no inſtance could be 
named, in which he had nat conſulted that intereſt; as to 
what was, or was not, calculated for the public good, he 
muſt be left at liberty to judge for himſelf. But the gentle- 
man had not put the buſineſs on this ground; but becauſe 
gentlemen differed in opinion from others, they were charg- 
ed with aſſuming abſolute authority, with principles of deſ- 
potiſm, overturning the government, c. a 
Mr. V. ſaid it was his opinion that in all laws which came 
before that houſe, every member had a full right to ſay yea 
or nay, for which they were not accountable to that gen» 
tleman, or to any other. The other branches of govern- 


iP : * , 91 11 
Mr. Ames ſaid, as to the ſize of the veſſels, that was Exe- 


How did the matter ſtand? They had attempted to repeal | 


Mr. Venable was of opinion, that if the gentleman from 


! 
| 
| 
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tent had alſo the ſame power. Indeed the other houſe 
had exerciſed this right in negativ ing the repeal of the law 


relative to the manning of theſe veſſels. He truſted both 
houſes would always continne to afſert their right thus to uſe 


their diſcretion, and privilege. 


Mr. Ames faid he had not charged that Houſe withofurp. | 


ing power, or breaking down the other branches of govern⸗ 
ment; nor did he ſay they had not a diſcretion; but that 
their diſcretion ought to be regulated by duty. 

Mr. Swanwick ſaid, amidſt all the foreign objections which 
had beer urged againſt this ap 4765 9 he wiſhed the 40 
paſſed lait ſeflion to be referre [Mr. S. read an extract 
from it.) Here, in April laſt, ſaid he, it is provided that 
the frigates ſhall be finiſhed, and yet now gentleman wiſhed 
the Houſe to come to a concluſion only to half finiſh them. 
What, heaſked, would the world think of ſuch a verſatility of 
condutt ! 

Mr. Kitchell thought if they meant to get through the bu- 
fineſs which lay before them, it was time they diſpoſed of 
this queſtion. He thought the debate upon it had been ſuf- 
ficiently long. 


Mr. Brenr ſaid, when this ſubject firſt came before the 


committee, he had det ermined to give the ſum neceſſary to 
complete them; nor had he ever wavered on the ſubject, un- 
til he heard the ground which had been taken by the gen- 
tleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Ames.) He did moſt feel- 
ingly participate in the ſentiments expreſſed by his colleague 
(Mr. Venable) on the oecaſion. It was really difficult to 
know what was the amount of his doctrines. In the firſt in- 
ſtance, he underſtood the gentleman to riſe for two pur- 
poſes, viz. to juſtify the Executive from certain charges 
which had been brought againſt him, and to ſhew the obli- 
ation which the Houſe lay under to grant the money. 

In the ſirſt place, the gentleman faid the Executive had 
been charged with violating the law; and, when he went 
into the ſubject, he underſtood him to ſay, as his colleague 
underſtood him, that the Executive had changed the plan; 
he underſtood him to ſay, that though Congrels had order- 
ed 44 gun frigates, he had ordered 74's, which remark he 
concluded with expreſſing his approbation of the Prefident's 
conduct. If he admitted that the Executive had violated 
the law, and yet felicitated him upon having done ſo, he 
might oy" his pleats, he would not participate with him. 
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With reſpect to the ſecond part of his obſervations, as to 
the abſolute neceſſity under which every member lay to vote 
for the ſum required for finiſhing the frigates, becauſe the 
building of them was directed by law, this was a moſt impor- 
tant point. He thought this involve one of the moſt valu- 
able principles which that Houſe poſſeſſed, and which ſhould 
never be loſt fight of, viz. the right of every member to ex- 
erciſe his diſcretion upon every queſtion, appropriations as 
well as others, which came before him. Did not the gen- 
tleman know that the moſt ſolemn deciſion had taken place 
laſt ſeſſion on this ſubject, by a large majority ? Indeed, he 
ſaid, this ſentiment was ſo engrafted in the conſtitution that 
the Houſe could not diveſt themſelves of it; for the gentle- 
man to ſay they did not poſſeſs it, was to make a dea letter 
of their privileges. There could be no doubt on the ſubject; 
and it was a ſacred and eſſential principle which would go 
farther to preſerve our liberties than any other which they 
poſſeſſed. He truſted, therefore, they thould guard it with 
ſpecial care. Ae Ke R's | 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he did not mean to follow the gentle- 
man from Maſſachuſetts in what he had faid on this ſubject, 
becauſe he had not felt the force of what he had advanced, 
nor very well underſtood what he meant. Both his mean- 
ing and his motive for bringing this buſinels before them to- 
day were to him myſterious. He had brought before them 
the treaty queſtion anew, and it would be recollected what 
were the feelings. of the Houſe on that occaſion; but he 
could ſee no relation which it bore to the preſent queſtion ; 
and though a number of members in that Houſe had aſſert- 
ed that they were bound to appropriate money to carry a 
treaty into effect, he did not believe they were ready to ſay 
the ſame with reſpect to laws. | 

The gentleman from Maffachuſets had ſaid, that if they 


put a meaning upon the conſtitution in this reſpect different 


from kim, that they arrogated the ſupreme power to them- 
ſelves. Did not he know that the doctrine applied to the 
Senate as well as to that Houſe; And did he not lee that that 
would be a check upon the abuſe of it in either Houſe, ſince 
it was a weapon which both could uſe? 4 

The gentleman had ſaid they were bound to obey the law. 
Bound to obey what law? The law for authoriting the build- 
ing of the three frigates ? He did not underſtand how this 
law was to bind them. This was a mere adminiſtrative law, 
Thich did not extend to the citizens of the United States, 
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but gave payer to the Preſident to do a certain act; thaye-- 
fore as citizens they had nothing to do with that law, 2 
cept they were to obey it by appropriating the money nec 

ſary to carry it into effect. Yet the gentleman allowed t — 
might be caſes in which it would be right to uſe; diſcretion i in 
the appropriation, of money. For his part be did not un- 
derſtand the being bound and not bound at the ſame, time ;, 
to have diſcretion and no diſcretion, He wiſhed either ont 
or the other opinion to be adopted z and that they might} e 
told that they had, or that they had not, a right to exerciſe 
diſcretion in the appropriation of money. 15 this exerci | 
were to, be allowed in any caſe, why could jt not be allowed, 
in the preſent ? He wondered, therefore, that gentlemen in 
favour of this motion ſhould have touched upon this ground, 
He agreed with the gentleman that they had this diſcretion, 
and that it ought to be uſed with caution, and not upon trifling, 
occaſions. But he conceiyed this to be one of thoſe occaſio 
in which it was neceſſary for thoſe oppoſed to a naval eſtab⸗ 


liſhment, to vote againſt this appropriation, He meant 


againſt the appropriation in its extent. It was. becauſe he 
conſidered a nayal eſtabliſhment as highly injurious to the, 
intereſts of this country, he ſhould vote againſt every mea- 
ſure which had a tendency to produce it. That gentleman, 
and others who thought differently, would vote accordingly: 
Mr. G. moved an amendment, viz. that before the word 
7 Frigates ” to add «the Hulls of.” On the queſtion ayes 
45 noes 44. The chairman giving liis vote againſt the wie 
ment it was not carried. It was then put in the origin 
form, to finiſh the Frigate the ſum of 1 He 
and carried. Ayes 54. 
The queſtion on the blank being ſilled with 172,000 waz 
then put, and carried. Ayes 47. 


Mr. Gallatin moved to add an item to * the bounty of, 


- 100 dollars which they had agreed ſhould be paid to every. 
officer diſcharged from the military ſervice in conſequence of 
the regulafions which had taken place in the eſtabliſhment, 

This item was filled up with 3000 dollars. 3 

Mr. Gallatin moved to add the following words «© which 
ſeveral ſums ſhall be ſolely applied to the objects for which 
they are reſpectively appropriated.” 

Mr. W. Smith wiſhed, as much as the gentleman from 
Pennſylvania, to confine | the expenditure to the ſums appro- 
priate.i; but the proviſion for ſome objects might fali ſhort, 
while others . have a r which he * ought 


( 


to de made uſe of to ſupply deficiencies, in caſes of emergen- 
cy. Ever ſince the eſtabliſhment of the preſent government, 
the whole appropriation for the military eſtablimment, had 
been conſidered as an aggregate fund out of which any of the 
objects of that eſtabliſhment might be paid for; but the ex- 
pence of each object was now to be confined to the ſpecific 
appropriation. He was afraid, however well this might look 
in theory, it would be found very miſchievous in practice. 
He wiſhed the gentleman would amend his propoſition, by 
adding, « ſo far as may be conſiſtent with public ex Fachs 
this would reſtrict the expenditures, except in unforefeen 
caſes of emergency, to provide for which ſome latitude of 
diſcretion ought to be left to the Executive. 

Mr. Sitgreaves did not ſee the neceſſity or propriety of the 
amendment of his colleague, when the houſe had diſtributed 


the appropriations amongſt the different objects, as the 


amendment, he conceived, meant nothing more than that 
the department ſhould not expend any more than the ſum 
appropriated for the different items, which they had no right 
to do if there were no amendment. Heretofore when ap- 
propriations were made in a maſs, the Secretary of War did 


not feel himſelf bound to govern himſelf by the eſtimate 


which he had given in; but by particularizing the 8 — 
items, the former evils. was corrected. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, if the fact were exactly as iti had bibs 
ſtated by his colleague, his amendment might be unneceſſary, 
but the treaſury department had not acted upon the prin- 
ciple which he had ſtated. They had notwithſtanding the 
diſtribution of the appropriation, thought themſelves at li- 
berty to take money from an item where there was a fur- 
plus, and apply it to another where it was wanted. And 
when this was objected to, as taking from the Legiſlature 
their appropriating power, they anſwered that the Legiſla- 
ture had entered ſo much into detail that they could not at- 
tend to their directions. They had laſt ſeſſion made the 
appropriations more ſpecific than at preſent, yet the ſecretary 
of the treaſury, in a letter written to the houſe during this 
ſeſſion, ſaid, „that it was well known to have been a rule 
ſince the eſtabliſhment of the government, that the appro- 
priations for the Military Eſtabliſhment were conſidered as 
general grants of money, liable to be iſſued to any of the 
objects iacluded under that department. Therefore, unleſs 
this amendment was introduced, it would leave the power 
as before. In order to make the buſineſs more eaſy, all the 
contingent expences were appropriated in ong ſum. 
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The object of this amendment, Mr. G. ſaid, was, that 
no part of the pay of the army ſhould go to the quarter-maſ- 
ter's department, &c. and that none of them ſhould go to 
the building or equipping the frigates; but, if this were not 
the caſe, money might be found to get the frigates to ſea 
from the appropriations for the mihtary department, if the Pre- 


ſident ſhovid think it neceſſary ſo to apply it. As to the 


amendment propoſed to his amendment, it would 4 wu 
the intention of it altogether. . 

Mr. Harper was againſt the amendment. He theig t 
the department ought to be at liberty, in caſe of an app 
priation proving deficient, to have recourſe to other funds 
where there might be a ſurplus, and as none would be taken, 
except where there was a ſurplus, he could ſee no objection 
to this being allowed. Indeed, for want of ſuch a privi 
very ſerious inconveniencies might ariſe to the ſervice, in 
caſe of accident or unforeſeen event. | 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, the law did not operate in the manner 
which the gentleman laſt up fuppoſed. They had lately 
voted a ſum of 40,000 dollars to make good a deficiency of 
laſt ors which had been uſed for ſome qther purpoſe, in 
confequenee the deficiency fell upon the pay of the army, al- 
though that could not increaſe; becauſe the number of men 
was never increaſed ; it might be leſs, as the nominal, not the 
actual number of men was appropriated for. 

Mr. Kittera thought the amendment a bad ohe. Sup- 
poſe, ſaid he, a boat thould be over ſet with tents in the lake, 
or a magazine blown up, the lofles could not be repaired, 
becauſe, though there might be ſurplus ſums in the treaſury, 
from other items in the eſtabliſhment, vet, if this amend- 
ment prevailed, they could not be touched. He thought this 
would be the effect; he was againſt innovations. 

The amendment was put and carried, there being 54 
votes in favour of it. 

The committee then role; and the houſe took up the 
amendments; when 

Mr. Dearborn renewed the motion to place «© Hulls of the” 
before frigates, which after a few obſervations from Mr. 
Page againſt the manner in which the buſineſs of building 
the frigates had been conducted, particularly with reſpect to 
their being built of ſo much larger a ſize than ordered. And 
in Mr. Ames's obſervations on the power of thc houſe 
the queſtion was taken by you and nays, as follow : | 


— 
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0 a. © UN +” 


( 88. } 


YEA-S. 
Theodorus Bailey, James Holland, 
Abraham Baldwin, Andrew Jackſon, 
David Bard, | George Jackſon, 
Thomas Blount, Matthew Locke, 
Richard Brent, William Lyman, 
Nathan Bryan, Samuel Maclay, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Nathaniel Macon, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, ames Madiſon, 
Thomas Claiborne; ohn Milledge, 
John Clopton, Andrew Moore, 
Iſaac Coles, Anthony New, 
Henry Dearborn, John Nicholas, 
William Findley, Alexander D. Orr, 
jeſſe Franklin, lohn Page, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. John Patten, 
Albert Gallatin. John Richards, 
james Gilleſpie, John S. Sherburne, 
Chriſtopher Greenup, - Ifrael Smith, 
Andrew, Gregg, Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Wade Hampton, William Strudwick, . 


Carter B. Harriſon, 
John Hathorn, 


Jonathan N. Havens, | 
A en e ee 


Fiſher Ames, 
Theophilus Bradbury, 
Daniel Buck, 
Demſey Burges, 
Joſhua Coit, 
William Cooper, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
James Davenport, 
George Dent, 
George Ege, 

Abiel Foſter, 
Dwight Foſter, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Nicholas Gilman, 


Joſeph B. Varnum, and 
Abraham Venable, 45 


% 


Henry Glenn, 


Chauncey Goodrich, 


Roger Griſwold, 


William B.. Grove, 


Robert Goodloe Harper, 
Thomas Hartley, 

John Heath, 

William Hindman, 

John Wilkes Kittera, 
Edward Livingſton, 
Samuel Lyman, 

Francis Malbone, 
Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 


William Vans Murcay, 
Joſiah Parker, 
5 C 
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Eliſha R. Potter, 
John Reed, 

Samuel Sewall, 
Samuel Sitgreavds; 
Jeremiah Smith, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Iſaac Smit, 
William Smith, 
John e 


And then che main eden « to finiſh the frigates L | 
| Wen was taken by yeas and . as fo N 
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Abraham Baldwin, 
Theophilus Bradbury, 
Richard Brent, 
Daniel Buck, 

Demſey Burges, 8 
Joſhua Coit, 

William Cooper, 
William Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
James Davenport, 
Henry Dearborn, 
George Dent, 
George Ege, 

William Findley, 
Abiel Foſter, 

Dwight Foſter, 


Nathaniel Freeman, jun. 


Ezekiel Gilbert, 
Nicholas Gilman, 
Henry Glen, 
Chauncey Goodrich, 
Roger Griſwold, 
William B. Grove, 


Robert Goodloe Harper, 


Carter B. Harriſon, 
Thomas Hartley, 
John Heath, 
William Hindman, 


15 Johat Williams. 47 


Samuel Lyman, 


Thomas Sprigg, 


| Peleg Wadſworth, and | 
John Williams, 58 


34 9 


Zephaniah Swift, 
George 'Thatcher 
Richard Thomas, 


Mark Thomſon, = 
John E. Van Allen,, 


hillip Van Cortlandt, Lita | 
Peleg Wadſwarth, and 


John Wilkes Kitters, | 
Edward Livingſton; . : 


Francis Malbone, 
John Milled ge, 
Frederick A. . p 
William Vans Murray, 6 


John Nicholas, 
Alexander D. Orr, 3 hi 
Joſiali Parker, a 6 10 


Eliſha R, Potter, 72 3 th 
Jonn Reed, Le 
Samuel Sewall, 
Samuel Sitgreaves, 
Jeremiah Smith, 
Nathaniel Smith, | 
Haac Smith, 
William Smith, 


John Swanwick, 
Zephaniah Swift, 
Geor ge Thatcher 1 
Richard Thomas, 
Mark Thomſon, 

John E. Van Allen, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, 
Joſeph B. Varnum, 


2 IT. 3 


N AYS. 
Theodorus Bailey, Jonathan N. Havens, 
David Bard, James Holland, 
Thomas Blount, 4 Andrew Jackſon, 
Nathan Bryan, George Jackſon, 
Samuel J. Cabell, Matthew Locke, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, William Lyman, 
Thomas Claiborne, Samuel Maclay, 
John Clopton, Nathaniel Macon, 
Iſaac Coles, | Andrew Moore, 
jeſſe Franklin, Anthony New, 
Albert Gallatin, John Patten, 
James Gilleſpie, John Richards, 
Chriſtopher Greenup, Ifrael Smith, 
Andrew Gregg, Richard Sprige, j jun. 
Wade 1 | William Strudwick, and 
John Hathorn, Abraham Venable. 32. 


The queſtion to 61 the blank with n was they 
put and carried, ayes 47, noes, 42, and the bill ordered for 
a third reading to-morrow. 

The houſe took up the amendments of the ſenate to the 
bill for making regulations reſpeCting the duty on diſtilled 
ſpirits, one of which they inſiſted upon, viz. that providing 
that no licences be iſſued for leſs than one month. The 
houſe adhered to their diſagreement to this amendment. 

The amendments of the ſenate to the poſt-office bill were 
taken up, 'and the houfe receded from their former difagee- 
ment to them. One of them, viz. for introducing 8 
words requiring * newſpapers to be ſufficiently dried, 
oppoſed by Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Macon, as a very cies: 
ive regulation to printers of newſpapers, as giving poſt-maſ- 
ters power to put them to great inconvenience, and as a certain 
way of increaſing the price of newtpapers ſent intothe country. 
As it involved a principle of conſequence, Mr. G. called the 


a4 and nays upon the queſtion, which were yeas 39» nays | 


Mr. Macon fi | fince the queſtion had been thus carried, 
he would move to pur off the farther conſideration of the bill 
till the firſt Monday in December, as he believed that clauſe 
would do more harm than tae bill would do good. The 
motion was ne gatived. 


756) 


A meſſage was received from the Prefident, informing the 
houſe that he had approved and figned the bill granting 3 
further compenſation to the attorney general; a bill reſpect- 
ing the regiſtering of ſhips and veſſels, and a bill for relief 
of the widow de Neufville and family. And the ſenate in- 
formed the houſe that the Preſident had approved and figned 
a bill for the accommodation of the Preſident ; a bill relat- 
ing to circuit courts of the United States, and reſolutions reſ- 
petting balances due from certain ſtates. | 72 

| | : | Adjourned. 
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| Marth 2d, 1797. 


The committee to whom was referred the reſolutions of the 
Senate reſpecting the ſouthern and weſtern boundary of 
Georgia, having had the ſame under conſideration beg leave: 
to ſubmit the following report: _ 
Georgia was created by charter from the king of Great 
Britain, dated in June 1732, and originally bounded on the 
north, by the northern ſtream of the river Savannah, on the. 
ſouth by the moſt ſoutherly fiream (the Oakmulgee) of the 
Altamaba, and weſtward from the heads of the ſaid rivers 
reſpeCtively to the ſouth ſeas. It was intended as a frontier 
eſtabliſhment. to ſtrengthen and protect the ſettlements of 
South Carolina, and probably to form the ſouthern and weſ- 
tern boundary of that province. The country between the 
Altamaba and St. Mary's being in diſpute between Britain and 
Spain, was excluded from the Georgia charter. 
In 1752, the charter of Georgia was ſurrendered to the 
crown which from thenceforward poſſeſſed excluſively over 
this, as well as all other colonies which were crown property, 
the power of enlarging or diminiſhing the boundaries of the 
province. By a proclamation dated 7th of October 1763, 
the lands lying between the rivers Altamaba and St. Mary's 
were added to Georgia, and by the ſame inſtruments « all the 
lands and territories lying to the weſtward of the ſources of 
the rivers which fall into the ſea from W. & N. W. are reſerve 
ed under the ſovereignty, protection and dominion of the 
Eing,” which would appear to have excluded and extinguiſh- 

ed all juriſdiction in Georgia over the lands beyond the ſour- 
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ces of theſe rivers and to have veſted it in the crown. Like 
the country beyond the Ohio, the lands thus reſerved weſt of 
Georgia conſtituted a territory out of which new colonies 
might from time to time be erected. This opinion is fortifi- 
ed by the actual exerciſe of this ſpecies of juriſdiction by the 
crown. It enlarged the government of Welt-Florida by ex- 


- tending its limits northward to a line drawn due caſt from the 


mouth of the river Yazous to the river Apalachola, thereby 
adding more than a degree and a half in breadth to that pro- 
vince. This was not complained of in Georgia, nor was it 
conſidered as an encroachment, nor does it appear from any 
document that Georgia before the revolution ever claimed or 
exerciſed any juriſdi ion to the weſtward of the ſources of 
the Oakmulgee river. 
The king of Great Britain beving; previous to the inde- 
pendenee of the United States, ſevered and annexed to Weſt 
Florida that portion of the reſerve t territery, which lies to 
the ſouth. of a parallel drawn due eaſt from the mouth of the 
Yazou to the Apalachola, there can be no doubt that this ter- 
ritory did not-revert to Georgia by our treaties with. Great- 
Britain and Spain, but now belongs to the United States. 
And if the foregoing conſtruction of the proclamation is juſt, 
Georgia can have no good title to the lands lying weſt of 
a line drawn from the head of St. Mary's river to the ſource 
of Oakmulgee, or weſt of the ſources of the rivers which fall 
into the ſea from the weſt and the northweſt. - But inaſmuch 
as this boundary has never been aſcertained: and in its nature 
muſt in many places be uncertain, and as the ſtate of Georgia 
has claimed and exerciſed juriſdiction over a great portion 
of this territory, your comnaittee are of opinion that an ami- 
cable and conciliatory plan of accommodating theſe adverſe 
claims ſhould be adopted by the United States, and for that 
purpoſe they recommend the following reſolutions— 
. 1ſt, That the Preſident of the United States be authorized 
to appoint. three commiſſioners who; or any two of whom, 
ſhall have full power to treat, adjuſt and determine with ſuch 
commiſſioners as ſhall be appointed for that purpoſe by the 
ſtate of Georgia, all interfering claims of the United States 
and Georgia to the lands lying weſt of a line drawn-from the 
head of St. Mary's river to the ſource of the Oakmulgee, and 
weſt of the ſources of the rivers which fall into the ſea from 
the weſt and the north- weſt. 

2d. That the Preſident of the United States be requeſted 
to take meaſures for aſcertaining the number of inhabitants 


( * ö 
in this diſputed territory, the places of their reſidence, their 
right to the ſoil they now poſſeſs. And that he requeſts from 
the ſtate of Georgia its conſem that a temporary government 
be eſtabliſhed under the authority of the United States over 
this territory, to continue no longer than the duration of the 
preſent diſpute, and it is hereby, * "6 that the aſſent of 
the ſtate to this meaſure, ſhall in no reſpect be conſtrued ſo as 
to affect its title to the lands or the har * ionof the country. 
3d. That it the conſent of Congreſs ſhall be obtained for 
that purpoſe, the Preſident is a. 4 authorized to eſtabliſh 
a territorial government in the above deſcribed country, fi- 
milar to that of the weſtern territory, and to appoint all the 
neceflary officers therein, whoſe commiſſions ſhall be in force 
until the next ſeſſion of Congreſs; and that they ſhall reſ- 
pectively enjoy and receive the ſame compenſations for their 
ſervices as the preſent officers of the weltern terrhjory are 
entitled to receive by law. | 


* 
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wh Bs Friday, March. 3. 


The bill making appropriations for the Military and Non 
Eſtabliſhments was read the third time and paſſed. 


A reſolution was agreed upon for dif.ributing the go co- 


pies of the laws ordered to be printed at the laſt ſeſſion. 

The act for fixing the military eſtabliſhment was received 
from the Senate with an amendment, propoſing a quarter- 
maſter general and a pay-maſter general to be inſerted, which 
was agreed to, 35 to 32. 

The houſe went into a committee of the whole on the bill 
reſpecting the courts of the United States, which having 
agreed to, was ordered to be read a third time; it was after- 
wards read a third time, and paſled. 


The ſame courſe was taken with the bilt for the relief of 


John Browne, and alſo with that for authoriſing the adjuſt- 
ment and payment of the claims of John Robertſon and 
G. Smith, formerly captives in Algiers, and both were paſſed, 

On motion of Mr. Harper, the reſolution calling upon the 
Secretary of the Treaſury for certain ſtatements of duties and 
drawbacks to be laid before the Houſe every ſeſſion, was 
agreed to. 

A bill from the Senate, for altering the time of the next 
meeting of Congreſs, to the firſt Monday in November, in- 
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ſtead of the firſt Monday i in December. After ſome objecti- 
ons had been urged againſt, and ſome obſervations in favour 
of the change, the bill finally paſſed, 46 to 29. 

A meſſage was received from the Senate, informing the 
houſe of the paſſing of ſeveral bills, and alſo that they had 
reſolved that the bill in addition to an act for the relief and 
protection of American ſeamen, and that for placing certain 
perſons on the penſion liſt, ſhould be poſtponed till next ſeſ- 
fion. 

A bill from the Senate, to authorize the ſale of the land 
between the.great and the little Miami rivers, and to give a 
pre-emption right to certain purchaſers, was read, when 

Mr. Sitgreaves moved to poſtpone the conſideration of this 
bill till the firſt Monday in December next. He did not 
think it was right of the Senate to ſend down to them a bill 
of this kind on the laſt day of the ſefion. He did not him- 
ſelf underſtand the buſineſs, nor was there ſufficient to go 
into an enquiry on the ſubject. 

Mr. Gallatin and, Mr. Nicholas alſo ſpoke againſt enter- 
ing upon this buſineſs. They obſerved that the public, would 
perceive that the Senate wiſhed to confine the contract of 
Mr. Syiames within narrower bounds than that houſe wiſh- 
ed, and therefore no perſons could be deceived in this reſpect 
in their future purchaſes of Mr. Symmes. — 

A bill was alſo received from the Senate to enable the ofſi- 
cers and ſoldiers of the Virginia line on the continental eſta- 
bliſhment, to obtain titles to certain lands north weſt of the 
river Ohio, between the rivers Sciota and Miami, which on 
motion of Mr. Coit, was alſo poſtponed till the firſt Monday | 
in December. 

Mr. Gallatin ſaid, he wiſhed, to propoſe to the houſe three 
reſolutions, calling for ſtatements relative to the war depart- 
ment, which he wiſhed to be laid before the houſe at the 
next ſeſſion. They had heard it ſaid upon that floor, by 
gentlemen who were conſidered to be well acquainted with 
the ſubject, that many expences had taken place in that de- 
partment which ought to have been checked. Conceiving a 
check of this kind to be neceſſary, and knowing that the ex- 
pence of the military department was increaſing from year to 
year, beyond what the increaſe in the number of troops would 
warrant, it was proper to lay the foundation of an inquiry in- 
to the ſubje&t. Indeed, having juſt paſſed a pretty ſevere law 
relative to the receiven of public money, and underſtandi 
that the Secretary of the Treaſury had a long lift of delin- 
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quents, be was deſi rous of raking 9 ſteps in the bu nefs. 
From theſe conſiderations, he offered the _— reſoluti- 
ons for acceptance. | 
Reſolved, That the Secretary of the Treaſury be directed 
to lay before the Houſe of Repreſentatives within the firſt 


week of January next, abſtracts of the accounts of all the pay- 


maſters, quarter-maſters, contraters, agents for the purchaſe 


of ſupplies, and generally of all the receivers of public monies, 


paid from the treaſury from the 1ſt of January, 1791, to the 
1ſt of January, 1797, on account of the military eſtabliſh- 


ment; ſo as to exhibit a detailed ſtatement of the whole amount 


of monies thus expended to that period; and whether any 


of the accounts be not finally ſettled, and ſhall lay before the 


houſe an eſtimate of monies not accounted for.” 


« Reſolved, That the Secretary of the "Treaſury be direct· 


ed to lay, at the ſame time, before the Houle of Repreſenta- 
tives, ſimilar abſtracts of the accounts of all the receivers of 
public money, expended for the buildin ng of the frigates”? 

Reſolved, That it ſhall be the duty of the 2 of the 
Treaſury, to lay before the Houſe of Repreſentatives, within 
the laſt week of January in each year, a ſtatement of money 
expended for the military eſtabliſiiment during the next pre- 

ceding year, diſtinguiſhing the ſums expended under each 
head, for which ſpecific appropriations have been made, and 
an eſtimatg of the probable unſettled demands 1 in relation to 
each of thoſe heads.” 

The reſolutions were ſeverally agreed to. 

Mr. Williams called for the refolution which he laid on 
the table ſome days ago. On examining the report of the 
Secretary of the Treaſury, relative to the application and ex- 
penditure of the monies appropriated for expences attending 

the intercourſe between the United States and foreign nati- 
ons, he faid, he found large ſums of money had been paid 
on the warrants of the late Secretary of the State, whoſe ac- 
counts remained unſettled ; and that neither the accounts of 
the foreign miniſters, bankers, or agents of the United States, 
nor the records of the department of ſtate, contained any ex- 
planation in reſpect to a conſiderable part of this money; that 
they had appropriated large ſums of money from time to time, 
and it was neceſſary that a full inveſtigation of that buſineſs 
ſhould be had. There was in the report 18,000 dollars, paid 
on a warrant to Mr. Randolph for the expences of a ſpecial 
envoy to Madrid, though he believed the envoy was not 
three months on chat buſineſs. In order, therefore, to come 
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at a more full knowledge of this ſubje&, he hoped the feſox 
lution would be agreed to. It was in the following words: 

« Whereas it is ſtated to this houſe, in a report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treaſury of the.15th.inſt. that the accounts of 
monies advanced to Edmund Randolph, Eſq. late Secretary 
of State, for the expences of foreign intercourſe, ſtill remain 
unſettl&d, and that neither the accounts of the foreign mini- 
ters, bankers, or agents of the United States, nor the records 
of the department of ſtate, contain any explanation in reſpect 
to a conſiderable ſum of the ſaid monies; . 
Reſolved, That the Secretary of the Treaſury lay be- 
fore the Houſe of Repreſentatives, information of the amount 
of the ſums ſo received by the faid Edmund Randolph, Eſq. 
ſor which there is no explanation, as aforeſaid, and what 
meaſures have been taken to obtain a ſettlement of the ſaid 
accounts. 2 ibs | 

Mr. Gallatin had no objection to the inquiry; but he did 
1ot think the way propoſed, was the proper wayof making it. 
f the gentleman had attended to the ſtatement on the ſubſect, 
he would have ſeen that the Secretary of the Treaſury was 
not the perſon to be applied to. The ſtatement alluded ro 
by the gentleman frem New-York was not ſatisfactory; but 
the law with reſpect to foreign intercourſe gave the Preſi- 
lent power to draw money from the treaſury without ſtating 
any thing more than that it was wanted. for foreign inter- 
courſe [Mr. G. read an extract from the law in this buſi- 
neſs ] therefore, Mr. G. ſaid, they knew only the Preſident 
of the United States. He was the only officer authorized 
to draw money from the treaſury for this purpoſe, in doing 
which he might ſpecify the purpoſe for which it was wanted, 
orhe might ifTue a certificate, or cauſe the Secretary of State 
to do ſo, under the general head of foreign intercourſe, and 
it was ſufficient authority for the payment of the money. 
From the ſtatement which they had received, it was evident 
that the Secretary of the Treaſury muſt have received in for- 
mation from the Preſident of the United States beyond what 
he had received by means of the certificates calling for the 
money, becauſe he informed them that the ſums of money 
received by Edmund Randolph were not accounted for, 
which information he could have had only from the Preſident 
himſelf, who muſt have informed him that he entruſted him 
as his agedt in the buſineſs, and that hg had net duly ac- 
counted for the money which he received. He ſuppoſed the 
Preſident would direct the Secretary of the Treaſury to take 
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meaſures to get a ſettlement with Mr. Randolph; but, in 2 
legal point of view, they could not apply to the Secretary of 
the Treaſury, as ex officio he knew nothing of the matter. 
He moved, therefore, that inſtead of the Secretary of the 
Treaſury, © the Preſident of the United States ſhould be 
requeſted, if he ſhall think it adviſeable, &c. He wiſhed in- 
formation on the ſubject, as, from the report of the Secretary 
of the Treaſury, there ſeemed to tie a ſtrong ſuſpicion againſt 
Mr. Randolph in the buſineſs; but, as they knew no other 
perſon than the Preſident of the United States in the tranſ- 
action, he wiſhed him to be called upon, and not upon the 
Secretary of the "Treaſury. : 
Mr. Williams ſaid it mattered not to hini who was called 
upon, fo that he had the information; but he thought the 
Secretary of the Treaſury was the proper perſon to be a 
plied to. 
F Mr. W. Smith thought it beſt for the reſolution to paſs 
in its preſent ſhape. All theſe accounts were ſettled at the 
Treaſury Department; that Department had ſent them ſome 
information, but it did not go far enough. It did not deſcend 
ſufficiently into particulars ; it was proper, therefore, to ap- 
ply to the ſame Department for other and further infor- 
mation: Certain large ſums wete ſtated to have been drawn 
out of the Treaſury by warrants in favour of Mr. Randolph, 
but no account had been given by him of the expenditure 
of the ſaid money. The courſe of this buſineſs was this: 
When the Secretary of State applied for money at the Tre- 
ſury, he ſtated a certain ſum to be wanted for foreign inter- 
- courſe, or whatever the expenditure might be; this might 
go on from time to time until the whole ſum appropriated 
was expended. Afterwards it was the practice of the Secre- 
tary of State to make out a detailed ſtatement of the expendi- 
true; to exhibit his vouchers and balance the account accord- 
ing to law : and, if any balance remained in hand, to pay 
it into the Treaſury, or retain it in hand for further ſervice. 
But with reſpect to Mr. Randolph, it appeared, that 1 50,000 
or 160,000 dollars had been received by him on warrants, 
of which no detailed account of the expenditure had yet been 
ſcttled at the Treaſury, and although, before his reſigna- 
tion in Auguſt 1795, he informed the Executive that be 
ſhovld ſettle his accounts before he left Philadelphia, yet they 
were now informed from the Treaſury that they had received 
no account of the application of a conſiderable part of this 
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money. Under theſe circumſtances, it would be idle to ap- 
ply to the Preſident, for he coutd only refer them to the 
Treaſury Department. f 

The motion of the gentleman from New-York — 
to have two objects in view, viz. to obtain information as to 
the amount, for which no account had been rendered, and 
alſo to know what meaſures had been adopted to enforce” A 
ſettlement. They found from the _ the buſineſs ſtated 
in this vague manner; iſſued to Mr. Randolph on a warrant, 
dated February 7th, 10,000 dollars—on another dated Fe- 
bruary 13, 10,000 dollars—on another dated April 10, 
10,000 more. In May, 1794, there were alſo 18,000 dol- 
lars iſſued to him on account of Mr. Jay's negociation &c. &c. 
but there was nothing to ſhew on the part of Mr. Randolph, 
as to the application of all this money as far as appeared 
from the records of the 'Treaſury. 

As no vouchers had been received from Mr. Randolph of 
the expenditure of all theſe ſeveral ſums to enable the Trea- 
fury Department to make a final adjuſtment of his accounts, 
it was neceſſary, therefore, to call upon the Secretary of the. 
Treaſury to know the amount of the deficiency, and what 
means had been taken to obtain a ſettſement. 

Mr. Smith concluded by obſerving that without intendin 
to pre- judge the ultimate iſſue of this buſineſs, he woul 
however incidentally remark that this information would be 
very uſeful to the next houſe, which might on a view of it 
determine on the propriety or impropriety of an impeach- 
ment, for as judgment, on caſes of impeachment involved a 
diſqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honour, 
truſt on profit under the United States, he conſidered: 
an impeachment to be againſt an officer of the United 
States as well after as before a reſignation or diſmiſſion 
from office. 

Mr. Gallatin faid the centleman frem South Carolina had 
not paid the leaſt attention to what he had ſaid on the ſub- 
ject. If he had read the law, he would have ſeen that the 
Preſident of the United States was authoriſed to ſpecify the 
purpoſes for. which money was drawn from the Treaſury for 
foreign intercourſe, or not, as he pleaſed. The law being ſo 
expreſſed, it appeared to him that the Secretary of the Trea- 
ſury had nothing to do in the buſineſs. The Preſident had 
directed certificates to be drawn out in general terms, which 
had been paid by the Secretary of the Treaſury. After he 
a2] done this, he bad no farther concern in the buſineſs ; 3 
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the matter lay betwixt the. Preſident and the Secretary cars, of 
State, and he thought they could only properly apply to th 
Preſident for information on the ſubject. If they applied 
to the Secretary of the Treaſury for information, what th 
could get from thence could only be of a partial kind; ſince 
he could not know much about the buſineſs. If, lndeed, 

entlemen were appriſed that other information could Be had 
F om thence, more than had been received, he knew of none 
ſuch, nor did the houſe know of any. Whatever knowledge 
that department had of the tranſaction muſt have been gain- 
ed from other ſources ; they could not have it in their offi- 
cial capacity; but, by au application to the Preſident, the 
houſe would not only learn what was known at the Treaſury 
but what he'knew alſo upon the buſineſs, which would cer- 
tainly be moſt ſatis factor. 

Mr. Harper was doubtful whether the meaſure w was « proper 


| at all; if it were, he thought the motion ſhould be agreed to 


as moved originally. The gentleman from Pennſylvania 
ſcemed to think the object of this reſolution was to know in 
what manner this money had heen expended. He took it 
this was not the object of the reſolution, ' They all knew 
what the Preſident of the United States had done, they knew 
he had not only employed Mr. Randol _ to 22 the mo- 
ney from the Treaſury, but alſo as his agent in the expen- 
diture of it. What further did they wiſh to know from the 
Preſident? They knew his agent had not rendered an ac- 
count of the manner in which this money had been expend- 
ed. They ſhould probably be told that conſiderable. ſums 
had not been accounted for. He would tell them he had direct- 
ed his agent to do ſo and ſo, and account with the Treaſury. 
Department. This they knew already as well as the Preſi- 
dent of the United States. What was it then they wanted. 
to know.?. They wanted to know the amount of the defi- 
ciency ; and he thought they might very well truſt the 
Executive and the Secretary of the Treaſury to ſettle the 
buſineſs. He believed it was not neceſſary to make the 
matter more public than it was. They were told ſteps had 
been taken; and he ſuppoſed they all knew what theſe ſteps 
were ; and hen the reſult wars known, they ſhould G_ 
leſs be informed of it. LY 

The amendment was put and negatived 32 to as.” 

Mr. W. Smith wiſhed to make a few obſervations in reply 


to his colleague, who ſeemed to think there was no need for- 


the n plication He was 1 of n that 
ce 
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an officer was as liable to impeachment for miſconduct, iſter 
he had reſigned his office, as whilſt he held it, as an im- 
gears went fo diſqualify a perſon for eyer after from 
olding any office under the government of the United 
States.“ If it ſhould appear, therefore, that any perſon who 
had retired froth vffice, had miſapplicd any part of the pub. 
lic money, it was the duty of that houſe to inſtitute an im- 
peachment againſt him, and if ſuch impeachment ſhould be 
Faccefatul befare the Senate, he would be accordingly for 
ever diſqualified from holding any office under the Vatted 
States. There was, therefore, à ſtrict propriety in that 
houſe, whenever there was information before them of a 
miſapplication of public money, proſecuting an enquiry into 
the matter, not only as to the amount of the deficiency, but 
as to the nature of the ſteps which may have been taken on 
the ſubject. He therefore thought the preſent enquiry was 
L e 
Mr. Williams again urged the propriety of his motion, and 
the queſtion was put and carried, without a diviſion. 
A meſſage was received from the Preſident, informing the 


| houſe that he had approved and figned the bill relative to the 


compenſation of officers employed in receiving duties, on im- 
peſt and tonnage ; the bill for raiſing additional duties upon 
ſundry articles of impoſt, and the bill making ap iati 

for the ſupport of government for the year 1797 
Mr. A. Foſter, from the committee of enrollment, re- 
ported a number of dills as duly enrolled, which accordingly 
received the ſignature of the Speaker. He afterwards report- 
ed them to have been laid before the Preſident. 
oo... ..4.: * * Adjournedtill fix o clock. 


Friday, March 3. 


The bill appropriating money for the Military and Naval 
Eſtabliſhments; was received from the Senate with an 
amendment, propoſing to do away the reſtriction which 
had been introduced into the bill to confine the expenditure 
of money to the ſpecific objects for which each ſum is 
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Mr. Dana hoped the houſe would recede from the amend- 
ment. WI 

Mr. Gallatin faid, that by the conſtitution, no money was 
to be granted, but by a law paſſing the regular mode: now 
ſaid Mr. G. this is not by law; if after a certain ſum is grant- 
ed for one item, it be not uſed to that purpoſe, but put to 
ſome other object. This was certainly according to the ſpi- 
rit of the conſtitution, and if you do not ſtrictly abide by that, 
you may as well ſet aſide the conſtitution, and ſay we will 


appropriate 6,000,000 dollars for the ſupport of government, 


for the preſent year. ' If we mean to carry the conſtitution 
into effect, we muſt reject the amendment, | 

Mr. Sitgreaves obſerved that his epinion on this pot 
was, that the houſe had a conſtitutional power, to depart 
from any identifying of articles to ſums granted, and that 
departure grew out of neceſſity; for, the extreme emharraſſ- 
ment, which would attend the practice of a ſtrict adherence 
would render it impracticable: but as he did not mean to 


ſtand reſponſible for the motion, he ſhould be ſatisfied with 


calling for the Yeas and Nays: which were agreed to = 


taken. 
Mr. Nicholas thought that when wen went on ſup- 


' porting ſuch unlimited meaſures as had lately taken A 


and voting ſuch a waſte of money, it would be very dan- 
gerous. When we ſee large ſums voted for an army and 


navy in time of peace, ſaid he, it would juſtify us in adopt- 


ing ſome regulation to prevent it. The difference between 
the operation of this and the other mode is, that in this you 
confine your public officers to the identical object for which 
a ſum is appropriated ; otherwiſe they might ule, what they 


would call overplus money to any object they might think fit. 


According to this method propoſed by the Senate, any ſum 
may be taken from any certain object, and placed to any 
other, which Mr. Nicholas thought too unbounded a power 
to be placed in the Executive. 

Mr. Parker faid he would not pretend to juſtify the ex- 
penditure on the military eſtabliſhment, but he could not 
help obſerving that the caſualties, to which the forage and 
clothing, &c. which is tranſported to our garriſons,” are ex- 
poſed, are very great. Though at peace with the Indians, it 
is but a temporary one, and we cannot be ſure they will not 
intercept our ſtores ; beſides other accidents to which it is ex- 
poſed, all which make it neceſſary that the hands of the 


Executive ſhould not be tied from uſing the pigs of | 
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ſome, to the accidental and unforeſeen deficiencies of others; 
without this che army may be expoſed to the moſt poignant 
diſtreſs owing to a deficiency in the appropriation, while the 
treaſury has money in hand as ſurplus from other objects. 
Conſidering the great importance of an appropriation, he 
hoped getitlemen would not ſo incline to oppoſe the bill, eſ- 
pecially, ſaid he, when our exiſtence will not, as a legiſlative 
body, be more than four hours, and in that time it muſt paſs 
other authorities before it can be put into effect, if it is loſt 
the effects will be bad. Mr. Parker faid he had as many 
ſeruples as any gentleman, and woul take every meaſure to 
preſerve the conſtitution inviolate, but he ſhould be ſorry 
if under a fear of offending it, the government ſhould be 
ſtopped. _ | N i 

Mr. Heath.—If my exiſtence was to be but for one mo- 
ment, I would ſtand here and oppoſe this reſolution; to let 
it paſs, is precluding the freedom of enquiry intothe conduct 
of our public officers; if we were to commence this looſe 
kind of a way of appropriating, we may go on to do this, 
that and the other, until we were too far to ſtop. Were we 
to indulge ourſelves to go into the wide fields of accident, 
we might ſuppoſe this, and that, but our imaginations would 
have no end. He lamented the ſhortneſs of the time they 
had to diſcuſs it. | 
| Mr. Gilbert acknowledged this was the age of reaſon, but 
he was ſorry the Houſe ſhould be inclined to adopt an entire 


new doctrine of privileges. We ſhould not hazard 2 new 


poſition, when it may be attended with the greateſt danger, 
therefore he hoped they would agree with the Senate. | 

Mr. Harper thought it would not be very difficult to con- 
vince gentlemen who oppoſe, that the amendment was calcu- 
lated to ſecure the very object they wiſhed. It was not a viola- 
tionof theconſtitution as ſome gentlemen ſuppoſed. He would 
alk, could not an appropriation be made for the uſe of the mi- 
litary eſtabliſhment in general terms? Yes, he would an- 
ſwer, elſe how could an appropriation in general terms have 


been made forthe intercourſe with foreign nations ? Certain- 


ly it could not be unconſtitutional to appropriate the over- 
plus of one article to ſupply the deficiency of another. One 
moment's reflection, Mr. Harper thought, would convince 
members of the error'of a contrary opinion. It might not 
be ſafe to do it without law, but here is a law allowing it. 
The whole muſt ſuffer if the war department is deficient, 
which cannot be avoided if one is not to afiſt another 
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branch, for it is ſcarce poſſihle to guard againſt every con- 
tingency. He thought the amendment bengfſigial in the 
higheſt degree, and without it; would ſtop the war depart- 
ment in its operations. He hoped no delay would take place, 
as it endangered the bill. V 
Mr. Varnum ſaid, that notwitliſtanding all that gentle- 
men might produce to prove the neceſſity of giving the 
Executive large powers, yet it was dangerous; he inſtanced 
that if the Executive were determined to man and equip the 
frigates for ſea; they would have power to do it from money 
appropriated, and intended for other purpoſes j thus. it was 
transferring a power, ſolely veſted in the legiſlature, into the 
Executive department. He thought it was an infringement, 
in the conſtitution ; it was putting the power when it never 
was intended to be; although he had great reſpect for that 
department, yet he did not wiſh to ſee its powers extended 
too far. A gentleman had intimated he ſhould not with the 
bill to be altered, if he was ſure there would not be war with 
the Indians. He would anſwer that there could not be a war 
until the Legiſlature met again. As it relates fo appropria- 
tion. x | | 
Mr. Varnum faid, that there was one fifth more money, 
appropriated than could be uſed before the next meeting of 
Congreſs, for there would be two months of the preſent 


years' appropriation, during any part of which another bill 


might be paſſed. F 
Mr. Swanwick thought there was no danger of the bill be- 
ing loſt; it was neceffary to diſcuſs a principle which appear- 
ed to admit of danger; it was throwing the whole of the 
money to the mercy of the treaſury department. 

Mr. Page faid he ſhould vote for the amendment, but he 
roſe to expreſs his diſapprobation of it, and he ſhould have 
been glad if there was time to make another bill. We muſt 
either ſuffer the community, ſaid he, to abide under great 
diſadvantages, or.ourſelves. If they could exiſt, politically, 
he ſaid he ſhould be happy to deftroy that bill. He muſt ac- 
knowledge it was crammed down his throat. EK 

Mr. Livingſton ſaid that the reaſons urged by the gentle- 
man from Maſſachuſetts, inſtead of the end he propoſed, 
would have a contrary effect. Mr. L. believed that this 
amendment had a tendency to leſſen the privileges of the 
Houſe ; believing this, no object of convenience, no view to 
to the general opinion ſhould ever prevent him voting againſt 
x. He believed it pregnant with miſchief. The civit and 
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Lukes departments would be too eaſily connected; if the 


dne wante 


ance, while the treaſury had money in hand 
it would 


plied. He thought the Houſe had voted ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer every purpoſe intended, and he believed 
whatever ſpecious arguments may be uſed, the Houſe would 
not recede. If any evil attended, he was willing to take his 
part of the blame; but he was not apprehenſive of any. 

Mr. W. Lyman hoped it would not paſs, as it was full of 
danger and bad principles. ' 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid the appropriation to the military eſta- 
bliſhment had always been conſidered a general grant of mo- 
ney, therefore it would introduce no new principles, but the 
manner of this bill, paſſed in this Houſe the day before the 
cloſe of the ſeſſion, and ſent up to the Senate the very day 
of the adjournment. 

Mr. Smith ſaid gentlemen talked about the conſtitution, 
but he thought they had wrong ideas of the evils of this bu- 
ſineſs: it was not whether they gave too much power to their 
officers, but the military eſtabliſhment could not go on, then 
the Prefident would be obliged to alarm the whole nation, 
and incur a vaſt expence to get the Congreſs together, and 
all for want of due time an regulations. And now we muſt 
cram it down the throats of the Senate. Surely gentlemen 
ſhould have ſome moderation and not be ſo high-toned, as to 
prevent any other branch of the Legiſlature from exerciling 
their powers as well as us. 

On the queſtion being taken to concur with this amend- 
ment, the Leas and Nays were as follow: 


YE A8. 
"Theophilus Bradbury Nicholas Gilman, 
Daniel Buck, Chauncey Goodrich, 
Demſey Burges, Roger Griſwold, 
Joſhua Coit, Robert Goodloe Harper, 
William Cooper, Thomas Hartley, 
William Craik, William Hindman, 
Samuel W. Dana, John Wilkes Kittera, 
James Davenport, George Leonard, 
George Dent, Samuel Lyman, 
George Ege, Francis Malbone, 
Abicl Folter, John Page, 
Dwight Foſter, . Joſiah Parker, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, Samuel Sewall, 
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Samuel Sitgreaves, George Thateber, 
Nathaniel Smith, | Richard Van 
Iſiac Smith, 5 _ E. Van A 
William Smith, Peleg Wadſworth, and 74 
Zephaniah Stift, John 5 88 | 36 
N AY 8. 
Theodorus Bailey, George Tackſor on, 

Abraham Baldwin, Matthew Locke, 

David Bard, William Lyman, 

Thomas Blount, Samuel Maclay, 

Richar.! Brent, Nathaniel Macon, 

Nathan * | James Madiſon, . 

Samuel J. Cabell, John Milledge, 

Gabriel Chriſtie, ; Andrew Moore, 
Thomas Claiborne, Frederick A. Ma 
John Clopton, ; Anthony New, 

Haac Coles, _ John Nicholas, I 

Henry Dearborn,” Aletunder D. Orr, 
William Findley, John Patten, 

Jeſſe Franklin, Eliſha R. Potter, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. John Reed, 
Albert Gallatin. | John Richards, 

James Gilleſpie, ' John S. Sherburne,” 
Chriſtopher Greenup, 'Tompſon ]. Skinner, 
Andrew Gregg, Richard Sprigg, jun. 
Wade Hampton, Thomas Sprigg, 

John Hathorn, TH William Strudwick, 
Jonathan N. Havens, John Swanwick, 

John Heath, | Joſeph B. Varnum, 92 
James Holland, Abraham Venable, and 
Andrew Jackſon, Richard Winn. 5 2. 


The bill was ſent again to the Senate, ad ſoon after re- 
turned with the amendment receded from. It wis report ed 
as duly enrolled, and afterwards laid before the Preſident. 

Mr. Harper moved that a reſolution, which he laid on the 
table yeſterday, reſpecting Major-General La Fayette, 
ſhould be taken up for con{fderation. The motion was ſe- 
eonded by Mr. W. Smith. The reſolution was in the fol- 
lowing words : 

“ This Houſe, ſtrongly impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the 
« jmportant and * diſtntereſted ſervices rendered to their 
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« country, during the late war, by their fellow-citizen, U as 
« jor-Gen Fayette, and deeply regretting the ſſ er- 
« ings to he is now ſudjected from a long and rigoroug 
« impriſonment, and which have equally excited their ſym- 
« pathy, and the ardent wiſh of their conſtituents for his de · 
cc liverance, do reſolve, that the P reſident of tlie United 
« States be informed, that this Houſe will ſee with the high - 
« eſt ſatisfaction any meaſyres which he may deem expedient 
to adopt towards effecting the reſtoration of their faid fele 
« Jow-citizen to liberty.” 

The queſtion was taken for the Houſe to fake it up and 
loſt. 


Ayes 32 
N oes $2 


Mr. Livin ſton faid he had ſome time e been vidbingro puf 
forward ſomthing ſimilar, he really hoped ſome negociation 
would be carried on to effect his liberation. It would be 
honourable to this country to interpoſe in behalf of this man, 
who has a claim on 7 ſervice. While ſuffering for 
us on his part, let gratitude, and every feelingthat can affect 
the heart be ours. Abandoned by his on country, and te 
increaſe his ſufferings precludedfrom almoſt every enjoyment 
of life. It would be honourable in us to intereſt ourſelves in 
his behalf, appropriating ſome ſmall ſum which may enable 
the Preſident to make ſome progreſs towards his releaſement? 
thus while it 1 is honourable. to America, if it has DO effeQ it_ 
may afford ſome comfort to the unfortunate ſufferer, to think 
he is not forgotten. He then propoſe a reſolution, not ma- 
terially varying from t at juſt offered by Mr. Harper, hops 
1 that the little variation would pevent it ſuffering a ſimilar 
ate, ©; 

Mr. Parker faid as it was a perſonal queſtion he Hopes i it 
would lie on the table. 

Mr. Coit thought it a delicate queſtion, and one which 
ought not to be agitated, and therefore moved the previous 
queſtion. 

Mr. Hartly ſpoke to Mr, Parker obſervin its perſonality, 
He anſwered that the man ſuffered, much for this country, 
and therefore ayas entitled to regard. He acknowledge with 
Mr. Coit there was much delicacy in the buſineſs, and there- 
fore hoped it would ſpeedily be diſcuſſed, it ought not be 

poſtponed z the man is now ſuffering u 2 moſt diſtreſſing 
enfincment. If any of the foldigrs ul 1789 were here 


6 "I 

faid Mr. H. wich whom he was in council, there would 
not be a Aleming voice, to uſing every exe reigns, Heb hopes 
the houſe would never forget ſuch brilliant { 
Mr. Swanwick ſaid there need not be a diſſenting voice, 
but we ought to be cautious how we multiply our negaciations, 
as this could not be done withont entering into a Negociation 
with the Emperor of Germany in the regular way. It is not 
want of reſpect that ſhould prevent us, fail he, but are we 
provided to go into all the conſequences attending a new ne- 
gociation ? there is a delicacy in it, of which we ought tobe 
careful. There is not the leaſt doubt but the Preſident bas as 


much defire for his releaſment as any gentleman, but he, no 


doubt, deliberated, and ſaw the danger of it. Mr. Swan- 
wick ſaid he lamented our foreign negociations in totoʒ there 


was no good derived from hems and Hes Fquld not 8 anions, 


any from new ones. WY nel b . a BOG 
Mr. Nicholas faid he felt as Ach diſpoſition 1 to take mea- 


ſures for his releaſe as any man, but he thought the buſineſs, 


undertaken too haſtily, Suppoſe ſaid he, you give inſtructions 
to the Preſident, and he does not think proper to act on it, 


ſo far from being a complement. to Fayette it would hurt his 


mind, ſhould he hear it had been agitate. 


Mr. Clairborn ſaw no difficulty attending the reſolution. 
He hoped the houſe would render this eſſential ſervice to the 


unfortunate aner, Ws even in the laſt hour of the Con- 
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Mr. Bangen would be ber, 8 a burden upon Fat 
country but he thought this a duty incumbent on them. He. 
hoped gentlemen / would | openly” come forward and avow 
their ſentiments, and not ſhelter themſelves under the pre- 
vious queſtion: remember, ſaid hey he came here from the 


pompous eaſe of a foreign court he voluntarily ſerved the 


cauſe of America, and bled for her he in a great meaſure 
procured the intereſt which formed the alliance with France 
in our defence; —beſides ſpending a princely fortune in our 
cauſe, he aſked nothing, nor would accept any compenſation 
for his ſervices; and now he is abandoned to the moſt dread- 
ful ſituation poſſible, ſome of that compenſation, juſtly due 
to his ſervices is refuſed him as a balm to his former woes 
by * his releaſe. This is the ſituation of the man, 
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for whora this houſe is aſked only to expreſs their defire for 
his comfort. This is the man who was met with pleaſure i in 
every part of the United States: all the people rejoiced to ex- 
preſs their gratitude to him ;—he was accompanied with 
teſtimonials of admiration and thinks from the whole con- 
tinent: and now that we ſhould not tay, That we will feel 
with pleaſure meaſures taken towards obtaining his liberty 
we can pity him, and regret his ſituation, but refuſe to lend 
him the leaſt aſſiſtance to ſooth his diſtreſs. © We do not call 
upon the houſe to vent its infantine ſorrow—to ſhow its 
wwomanſh pity, no, we call on it, to expreſs a will, predominant 
throughout the United States, in the behalf of this unfor- 
tunate man. But it is ſaid, that we ſhould get the ill will of 
the nations who proſecured him. - Unleſs they bid adieu to 
all the tender feelings of humanity, they never can take of- 
fence. It has been alſo ſuppoſed it would be ineffectual ; he 
had no doubt but the executive would take thoſe meaſures 
which, would be. moſt effectual and leaſt endangering to the 
nation; it could not make the ſituation. of the ſufferer worſe, 
and if we ſucceed in procuring his liberty; it would give plea- 
ſure to every heart who can ſympathize with the diſtreſſed, 
or feell gratitude for high obligations; and if it does not 
have that-happy effect, ſtill we may feel conſolation at hav- 
ing done our, duty. If theſe meaſures were taken, it would 
illuminate the loathſome horrors of a Dungeon, the moſt 
dreadful, —it would ſweep away that reproach, ( that repub- 
licans, know-no gratitude” that we, who had his beſt exer- 
tions while in proſperity, do not forget him in adverſity. Mr. 
L. ſaid he really believed that if he had not known the prin- 
ciples of liberty here and helped us in our ſtruggle for it, be 
would have never have exiſted in miſery in the Dungeon at 
Olmutz, and therefore the higheſt obligation were laid on 
the United States to exert herſelf in his behalf. | 
Mr. Heath - hoped. that, although the gentleman had 
laboured to excite the pathetic, yet he would not charge the 
houſe with a want of republicaniſm if the meaſure was not 
adopted. Mr. Heath thought it extremely improper to be 
introduced i in the houſe, he ſaid che Preſident knew the will 
of the United States on the ſubject, and therefore if he ſaw. 
proper he could take it up. He hoped the gentleman would 
remember this was a complicated caſe, for ſince he had left this 
country he had become a citizen of another country. Mr. 
Heath ſaid, he felt for his unfortunate ſituation—he had 
fought under his banner. We are not to be charged with a 
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want of, patriotiſm, and feeling for this ſuffering hero, becauſe 
we think'it imprudent to intereſt and involve ourſelves in 
his behalf, merely to indulge the flighty fancy & a few indi- 
viduals. . We might go, ſaid he, and addreſs the Preſident 
to exert himſ elf as far as he ſaw-proper it his behalf, as a 
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body of individuals, but not as a legiſlature. 


Mr. W. Smith Could ſee no kind of impropriety in the 
meaſure. It had been ſaid, it was a new ;ſubject and there- 
fore ought not be taken up now; but was it not introduc ed 
yeſterday! Did gentlemen want an age to expreſs an opinion 
which every member feels ?—which the whole nation feels? 
The motion only went to expreſs a with that meaſures may 
Le taken according to the judgment of the executive; if hi 
bad a thought or with to adopt meaſures this would encourage 
him to carry them into effect. Europe might feel a pleaſure 
that we intereſted ourſelves in his behalf. Did he not em- 
bark his all for this country? It has been well ſaid, faid Mr. 
S. that if the motion had been made in 1779, or 1780, nd 
previous queſtion would then have been called, — no oppo- 
ſition then made. Read the journals of the national repre- 
ſentation for 1780 and 1783 there we find one member 
from each State was appointed to take leave of him in behalf 
of the whole [Mr. Smith here read the journals of that time, 
which inſert at length the proceeding, addreſs, and anſwer 
attending the tranſaction] there, ſaid he they expreſſed their 
zeal for his future welfare and gratitude for his favours, ac- 
companying it with a letter to the French King, requeſing 

him to beſtow his favours upon him. From the frequent r f 
pectful mention made of his fervices, on the journals of the 
houſe; there appears to have been much attention paid to his 
ſervices by Congreſs. Even the parliament of Great-Britain 
he ſaid; had diſcuſſed the queſtion on his confinement}. and 


{houl this houſe refuſe, who are ſo much obliged by his ſer- 


vices? nothing that had been ſaid oppoſed: to it could con- 
vince him but that we were called upon by every tie of gra- 
titude to adopt the meaſure. The ſatisfaction af knowing 
that his ſervices are not forgotten, may render more com- 
ſortable his Dungeon, may follow him into the deſerts of Si- 
beria, or wherever the cruel hand ofoppreſſion may ſend him. 
Mr. Madiſon did not think there was time to do all the 
huſineſs requiſite to render due juſlice to the motion, and he 
hoped the Houſe would do more than was intended by the 
motion. He believed the only regular mode would be to 
point a committee to bring in a bill. He therefore moved 
the Honſe to go into a committee for that purpoſe. | 
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Mr. Sitgreaves faid, according to the motion, there was 
no neceſſity for this mode, as it was of a nature not to re- 
quire another branch of the Legiſlature, it was quite ſuſ- 
ficient if the Houfe paſſed the reſolution. He was ſorry to 
hear the previous queſtion called for, to get rid of the buſi- 
neſs, but he hoped it would not prevail; he thought, this 
motion 1 early attention. He faid attention was due 
to Fayette; America was highly indebted to him; it is a debt 
of juſtice, and ought to be paid; and while this Houſe delays 
to interpoſe in his behalf, he muſt remain in confinement; 
thoſe gentlemen who thought the Houſe ought to interpaſe, 
ſhoitld think this is the very time, if any good is intended to 
be done, he therefore hoped they would not delay. 

Mr. Harper ſaid, if the ſubje&t was on the ſending an am- 
baſſador to negotiate for the liberation of this man, it might 
with more propriety be oppoſed ; he was furpriſed that any 
gentleman in the Houſe ſhould be oppoſed to expreſſing a 
with for meaſures to be taken which may prove effectual for 
that purpoſe. When he had no need of our carefles, the 
United States refounded with his name, he was then met 
with tokens of reſpect and congratulation Wherever he 
went; but now pining under the cruel hand of deſpotic ven- 
geance in a loathſome dungeon, weighed down by chains, 
with a ſcant allowance: when we view his preſent, contraſt- 
ed with his paſt ſituation, embarkmg from the magnificent 
ſplendour of the French Court, diſpleaſing his ſovereign, 
embarking himfelf, and hazarding every thing that was dear 
to him, in ſupport of American liberty. Is this the man, Mr. 
Harper would aſk, to whom America ſaid, he ſhould never 
ceaſe to have her beſt wiſhes and endeavours for his good ?— 
When, in the moſt grievous captivity, we refuſe to expreſs a 
deſire for a morſel of comfort to his depreſſed mind. What 
avail our toaſts, our boaſted recollections of him, and regret 
at his fate, if we take not every opportunity to alleviate that 
diſtreſs. But the worſt of his misfortunes is not to de in a 
dungeon, he is now racked with a fear of being ſent into the 
inhoſpitable deſerts of Siberia, whence is no hope ever to ex- 
pect his return into the civilized world; and with this un- 
welcome intelligence the American Legiſlature refuſes toex- 
preſs a wiſh for his deliverance, Who knows but the pow- 
er in whoſe cuſtody he is, may expect America to intereſt 
.herſelf in his favour, and by a pretext like this, he might be 
liberated, or at leaſt his fear of removal diſſipated, and his 
preſent miſery alleviated. Mr. Harper ſaid, he was ſure it 
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would be highly gratifying to the fcitizenz of America 


to hear of the meafure,—they had long expected it, and if 
undertaken, he had the greateſt hopes of its ſucceſs, in a 
meaſure ; if it ſhould but ten to ſoften his preſent diſtreſs, 
it would be a happineſs, but, if its effects ſhould be to re- 
ſtore to liberty, one to whom America is ſo much indebted, 
it would" amply repay whatſoever trouble is taken towards its 
accompliſhment. _ F 

Mr. W. Lyman did not doubt of the ſervices of the Mar- 
quis la Fayette; he was always the ſubject of adoration, and 
the toaſt of this country; beſidesjit has made him liberal grants 
for his ſervices, and he thought there could be no proof that 
we were wanting in marks of eſteem for him. With reſpect 
to the motion, Mr. Lyman aſked, to whom application was 
to be made? Does any gentleman on this floor know who 
confined him? Or by order of what government? No court 
are willing to avow it. Britain, France and Pruſſia diſavows 
it, and he believed the Emperor alſo : until that was clear, 
the meaſure would be jmproper. May not the agitation of 
ſuch a queſtion in the houle awake a jealouſy in ſome of 
thoſe powers towards us, which may militate to our injury, 
and injure the man whom the attempt is meant to ſerve. 
Gentlemen have depicted the ſufferings in very lively colours, 

ſaid Mr. L. and were it in my power, or were it, conſiſtently, 
in the power of the houſe, I ſhould be happy to afford re- 
lief. Until ſome of the difficulties in its way were cleared, 
he faid, he ſhould be forced to put his negative to it. 

He thought gentlemen who ſaw the matter fo neceſſary 
and the way ſo clear, had reaſon to reproach themſelves for 


letting it fleep ſo long; and not have introduced it at the laſt 


hour of the exiſtence of the houſes. 

Mr. Harper and Mr. Livingſton ſaid, that nothing but the 
conſtant preſs of public buſineſs had prevented their motions 
ſooner, and they thought there was even now, time enough, 
as it only required an expreſſion of the deſire of the houſe 
for the object. | | | 

Mr. Buck ſaid the fervices and ſufferings of the Marquis 
was indeliably written on the hearts of all the citizens of Ame- 
rica, and he thought there was no need of that torrent of ora- 
tory which had been diſplayed to affect the feelings of the 
houſe. He thought it would prove its weakneſs to ſuffer its 
feelings to predominate, we ought to give a decifion only by 
the force of judgment, after due deliberation, for feeling could 
-not look forward to conſequences: were we to implicitly to 
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bbey it, we ſhould take many bad ſteps. . Do we not know, 
faid Mr. Buck, that he is among the perſons proſcribed by 
France? and conſidering the very brittle. ſituation of our 
peace with that country at preſent, we ſhould be induced ra- 
ther to ſtrengthen than weaken our ties, for the motion goes 
to authorize the Preſident to take any meaſures to ſupport 
Fayette; this being the ſituation, we know not where the 
meaſures may end, and it would be a ſerious thing to be 
plunged in a war with France on that account. He ho 
the houſe would not precipitate the buſineſs, but give them- 
ſelves time to examine the conſequences. This, Mr, Buck 
laid, bad induced him to oppoſe. the motion, though conge- 
vial to his feelings, he therefore ſhould vote for the previous, 
and againſt the main queſtion. u. by. 

Mr. Claiborne was againſt the. previous queſtion. He 
would hazard any thing for the happineſs of a man we owe 
jo much to. Who ſees, ſaid he, the unfortunate man, with 
his lady and daughter, under all the miſerles that deſpotiſm 
and tyranny can inflict; in a wretched dungeon, without even. 
the comforts of life]! Here he appealed to the feelings of the 
members in a very forcible manner, and with the moſt bitter 
invective, ardently wiſhed the deſtruction of his cruel op- 
preſſors. He obſerved on the uneaſineſs the members of the 
houſe were in, if public buſineſs detained them half an hour 
beyond rhe uſual time from their dinners, and applied the 
caſe to that of this unfortunate man in continual confine- 
ment, and after all with miſerable fare. RT IT Ne My 

Mr. Clajborne aſked where the word in the motion was, 
that could give umbrage to France, or Britain, or any other 
power? he thould wiſh to avoid that with as much care as 
any member, but he ſaw no danger of this kind. Let us, 
ſaid hey thow the world that America has gratitude, and 
pity to difplay. He concluded, atter much nervous ſympa- 
thy, with hoping that the ſpirit of patriotiſm and love of li- 
berty which La Fayette diſplayed in America, might peryade 
the whole world, and, ultimately, that ALL NATURE 
MAY BE FREE}, © 5-55 7] ior ; As 

The previous queſtion” was then put, Shall the main 
queſtion now be put, and negatived. . 

Ayes 25. | | 

Mr. Livingſton then brought forward a ſimilar reſolution, 
which cauſed very confiderable debate, and was at length got 
rid of by the previous queſtion. The principal objection to 
the adoption of this motion ſeemed to be the late period. at 
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Which it was n Bees Mi were wth to the ine⸗ 
fits and the misfortunes of the nian, and, had the motion 
been introduced at any bother time than on the eve of the 
riſing of the ſeſſion, there 1 be me doubt if would have 
been agreed to by a very large maj 

Mr. Blount faid, he wiſhed 89 ny Albion to the 
houſe, which, as he was Certain there could be no oppo- 
ſition to it, would occupy little bf their time. He ſhould 
wiſh the Clerk to read 4 and take the ſenſe of the houſe 
upon it. It was in the following words? 

Reſolved, that the thanks of this Houſe be preſented to 
JoxnaTHaN Darron, i in teſtimohy of their approbation of his 
conduct in diſcharging the ardupus and portant duties 
afſ 1 him while in the Chair.“ 

he Clerk accordingly put the reſolution, and it was mani: 
mouſly carried; 


When the Speaker thus UHidreffed the kouſe: 


4 GkNTIEM UN 


0 1 feel myſelf deeply inapreſfed w with this 30 Ever ef 
your approbation of my conduct in the Chair. The confi- 
dence and ſupport whith you have in every inſtanee afforded 
me in the ſtation aſfigned to me, have alone enabled me to 
diſcharge the important duty, x with fatisfsction to rar 

with' a ntage to the Public.“ 

A meſſage from the Senate informed hi houſe} chilt the 
Preſident had approved and figned,'an' act reſpecting the 
Courts of the United States; and an act for altering the next 
meeting of Congreſs, which originated in that houſe. 
© Alſo, that they had appointed a committee, to join A 
E6tmmittee of that hoafe; to wait upon the Prefident to infotm 
bim they bad finiſhed their buſineſs, and, except he had any 
further communications to make, they were ready ty ad- 

Journ, without day: 

A meflage from the Preſident of the United Gian in- 
formed the houſe, that he had approved and ſigned the fol- 
lowing acts which originated in that houſe, vi. 

An act to authorize the proſecution of the claims of 
citizens whoſe property has been captured by the Belligerent 
Powers; 


An act to ſuſpend the aft lying a duty upots Snuff and Re- 


fined e 
appropriating a farther ſum of money for the Ne⸗ 
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An act to authorize the Receipt of Evidences of the 
Public Debts for Lands belonging to the United States 
=_ 2 for regulating mr res and 8 9 c 
mitigating or remi Penalties 
3 unde the Lune =o ts 


r in the | 
of Bai 4. placing certain Buoys 9 —— 


An alt for the relief of John Browne ; ; 

An act providing for the more effectual ſettlement of ac- 
counts with! the Receivers of Public Monies ; _ 

An act for appropriating money for the pay of the Military 
and Naval Eftabliſhments'; 
An act authoriſing the ſettlement of the claims of George 
Smith and John Robertſon; 

An act repealing in part the act inpoſing a duty on Do- 
a Spirits, and transferring the duty on Stills according to 

capacity; 

An act fixing the Military Eſtabliſhment ; 

An a& for extending the time for receiving on . the 
Domeſtic Debts; n 

And alſo a Reſolution directing the diſtribution of 509 co · 


pies of the Lays of the United States. 


The houſe agreed to appoint a committee to join that of 
the Senate to wait upon the Preſident, and Meſſrs. Sitgreaves 
Parker and Sherborn, being named they accordingly Salted 


upon the Prefident, and Mr. Sitgreaves reported, that the 


Preſident had no farther communication to make, except, 
ce n a happy: return to their Families and 
Frien 8 | 

The Speaker then ſaid, 1 adjourn this houſe without 
day,” and the houſe adjourned accordingly. 

It was paſt eleven o'clock; {o that the "three branches of 
Government were exettiſing their powers in the laſt hour of 
their exiſtence. pg 


. 
r. Saturday, March 4. 


This hop at 120 clock, agreeably to the een which he 
ave to both Houſes of Congrels ſoon after his election, 
OHN ADAMS, as Preſident of the United States, at- 

tended in the Chamber of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
to take his oath of pony N to the direction of 
the Conſtitution: 

On his entrance, as well as on this entrance of the late Pre- 
ſident, and of THOMAS JEFFERSON, the Vice-Preſi- 
dent, loud and reiterated applauſe involuntarily burſt from 
the audience. The Preſident having taken his feat on the 
elevated Chair of the Speaker of the Houſe of Repreſen- 

/ tatives, the Vice-Preſident, the late Preſident, and tlie St. 
cretary of the Senate on his right, the Speaker and Clerk 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives on his left, and the — 
Juſtice of the United States and the Aſſociate Judges 
a table in the centre, all the Foreign Miniſters and . 
baſſadors, the Heads of Departments, General Wilkinſon, 

the Commander in Chief, and a very crouded auditory.of 
the principal inhabitants of this city being erte che re. 
ſilent * to deliver the ing” 


. | SPEECH: 


oC WHEN : it was Grſt nerculved, in early times, that no 
middle courſe for America remained; between unlimited ſub- 
miſſion to 2 foreign legiſlature, and a total independance of 
its claims: men of reflection, were leſs apprehenſiveof danger, 
from the formidable power of fleets and armies, they muſt 
determine to reſiſt, than from thoſe conteſts and diſſentions, 
which would certainly ariſe, concerning the forms of govern- 
ment to be inſtituted, over the whole and over the parts of 
this extenſive country. Relying however, on the purity of 
their intenſions, the juſtice of their cauſe, and the integrity 
and intention of the people under an over-ruling Providence, 
which had fo ſignally protected this country from the firſt. 
The Repreſentatives of this Nation, then conſiſting of little more 
than half its preſent numbers, net only broke to pieces the chains 
which were forging, and the rod of iron that wwas lifted up, but 
frankly cut afunder the ties which had bound them, and launched 
into an Ocean of Uncertainty, 

The zeal and ardour of the People, during the Revolo- 
tionary War, ſupplying the place of government, command- 
ed a degree of order, ſufficicnt at leaſt for a temporary pre- 
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{ervation of Society. The Confederation, which was early 
felt to be neceſſary, was prepared from the models of the Ba- 
tavian and Helvetic Confederacies, the only examples which 
remain with any detail and preciſion, in hiſtory, and certainly 
the only ones, which the people at large, had ever conſidered. 
But reflecting on the ſtriking diſſerence, in ſo many particu- 
lars, between this country and thoſe, where a courier may go 
from the ſeat of government to the frontier in a ſingle day, 
it was then certainly foreſeen by ſome who aſſiſted in Con- 
greſs at the formation of it, that it could not be durable. 
« Negligence of its regulations, inattention to its recom- 
mendations, if not diſobedience to its authority, not only in 
individuals but in ſtates, ſoon appeared, with their melan- 
choly conſequences; univerſal langorr, jealouſies and rival- 
ries of ſtates; decline of navigation and commerce; diſcou- 


ragement of neceflary manufacturers; univerſal fall in the 


value of lands and their produce; contempt of public and pri- 
vate faith; loſs of conſideration and credit with foreign nati - 
ons; and at length, in difcontents, animoſities, combinations, 
partial conventions, and inſurrection, threatening ſome great 
National Calamity. - — 9 

In this dangerous criſis, the People of America were not 
abandoned, by their uſual good ſenſe, preſence of mind, re ſo- 
lution or integrity.——Meaſures were purſued to concert a plan, 
to form a more perfect union, eſtabliſh juſtice, enſure do- 
meſtic tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote 
the general welfare, and ſecure the bleſſings of Liberty. Tte 
public diſquiſitions, diſcuſſions and deliberations iſſued in the 
preſent happy conſtitution of government. | 

« Employed in the ſervice of my country abroad, during 
the whole courſe of theſe tranſactions, I firſt ſaw the Conſti- 
tution of the United States in a foreign country. Irritated 
by no literary altercation, animated by no public debate, heat- 
ed by no party animoſity, I read it with great ſatisfaction, as 
a reſult of good heads, prompted by good hearts; as an ex- 
experiment, better adapted to the genius, character, ſituation 
and relation of this nation and country, than any which had 
ever been propoſed or ſuggeſted. In its general principles 
and great outlines, it was conformable to ſuch a ſyſtem of go- 
vernment, as I had ever moſt eſteemed, and in ſome States, 
my own native State in particular, had contributed to eſta- 
bliſh. Claiming a right of ſuffrage, in common with my fel- 
low-citizens, in the adoption or rejection of a Conſtitution 
which was to rule me and my poſterity, as well as them and 


e 


theirs, I did not heſitate to expreſs my approbation of it, on 
all occaſions. in public and in private. It was not then, nor 
has been ſince, any objection to it, in my mind, that the Ex- 
ecutive and Senate were not more permanent. Nor have I 
ever entertained a thought of proqting any alteration in it, 

but ſuch ay the People themſelves, in the courſe of their ex- 
perience ſhould ſee and feel to he negeſſary or expedient, and 
dy their Repreſentatives in Congreſs and the State Legit ifla- 
tures, according to the Conſtitution itſelf, adopt and ordain, 

0 Returning to the boſom of my country, after a ou 
ſeparation from it, for ten years, 1 had the honour to be 
ed to à ſtation under the new Order of Things, and I have 
repeatedly laid myſelf under the moſt ſerious obligation to 
ſupport the Conſtitution, The operation of it had equalled 
the moſt ſanguine expectation of its friends; and from an 
habitual attention to it, ſatisfaction in its adminiſtration, and 
delight in its effects, upon the Peace, Order, Proſperity and 
Happineſs of the Nation, I haye acquired an Nen at- 


tachment to it, and veneration for it. 


„ WHAT OTHER FORM OF GOVERNMENT INDEED Can $9 


WELL DESERVE OUR ESTEEM AND LOVE? 

There may be little ſolidity in an ancient idea, that con- 
gregations of men into cities and nations, are the moſt plea· 
ling objects in the fight of Superior Intelligencies: hut this 
is very certain, that to a benovelent human mind, there can 
be no ſpectacle preſented oy amp nation, more pleaſing, more 
noble, majeſtic or auguſt, than an aſſembly, like that which 
has ſo often been ſeen in this and the other chamber of Con- 
greſs, of a Government, in which the Executive authority, 
as well as that of all the branches of the L egillature, are exer- 
ciſed by Citizens ſelected, at regular periods, by their *. 
ours, to make and execute laws for the general goad. 

any thing eſſential, can thing more than mere ornament and 
decoration be added to this by robes or Diamonds? Can au- 
thority be more amiable, or reſpectable, when it deſcends 
from accidents, or inſtitutions eſtabliſhed in remote antiquity, 
than when it ſprings freſh from the hearts and judgments of 
an honeſt and enlightened People? For it is the People only 
that are repreſented : it is their power, and majeſty that is re- 
flected and only for their good, in every legitimate Govern- 
ment, under whatever form it may appear. The exiſtence 
of ſuch a Government as ours, for any length of time, is a full 
proof of a general diſſemination of knowledge and virtue, 
* the whole body of the * And what ob- 
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je&t or conſideration more pleaſing than this can be preſented 
to the human mind? If national pride is ever juſtifiable or 
excuſable, it is when it ſprings, not from power or riches, | 
grandeur or glory, but from conviction of national innocence, 
information and benevolence: 8 

« In the midſt of theſe pleaſing ideas, we ſhould be un- 
faithful to ourſelves; if we thould ever loſe fight of the dan- 
ger to our liberties, if any thing partial or extraneous ſhould 
infe& the purity of our free, fair; virtuous and independent 
elections. If an election is to be determined by a majority of 
a fingle vote, and that cari be procured by a party, through 
artifice or corruption, tie Government may be the choice of 
a party; for its owi ends, not of the nation, for the national 
good; If that ſolitary ſuffrage can be obtained by forcign 
nations by flattery or menaces, by fraud or violence, by terror, 
intrigue 2 the Government may not be the choice 
of the American People, but of foreign nations. It may be 
foreign nations who govern us, and not we the People, who 

vern ourſelves; And candid men will acknowledge, that in 
fich caſes; ghoice would have little advantage to boaſt of, 
over lot or chance: | | | 

1c Such is the amiable and intereſting ſyſtem of Govern-+ 
ment (and ſuch are ſome of the abuſes to which it may be 
expoſed) which the People of America have exhibited to the 
admiration and anxiety of the wiſe and virtuous of all na- 
tions, for eight years, under the Adminiſtration of a Citizen, 
who, by a long courſe of great actions, regulated by prudence, 
juſtice, temperance and fortitude ; conducting a People, in- 
ſpired with the ſame virtues, and animated with the ſame ar- 
dent patriotiſm and love of liberty, to independence and 
peace, to increaſing wealth and unexampled proſperity; Ras 
merited the gratitude of his Fellow-Citizens, commanded the 
higheſt praiſes of foreign nations, and ſecured immortal glory 
with poſterity. 

« In that retirement which is his voluntary choice, may he 
long live to enjoy the delicious recollection of his ſervices, the 
gratitude of mankind; the happy fruits of them to himfelf 
and the world, which are daily increaſing, and that ſplendid 
proſpect of the future fortunes of his country, which is open- 
ing from year to year. His name may be ſtill a rampart, and 
the knowledge that he lives a bulwark againſt all open 
or ſecret enemies to his country's peace. . | 

This example has been recommended to the imitation 
of his ſucceſſors, by both houſes of Congreſs, and by the voice 
of the Legiſlatures and the People, throughout the nation. 


« On this ſubject it might become me better to be ſilent; 
or to ſpeak with diffidence : But as ſometliing may be ex- 
peed, the occaſion, I hope, will be admitted as an apology, 
een in an, hege 000 
« If, a preference, upon principle, of a free Republican 
Government, formed upon longer and ſerious reflection, 
after a diligent and impartial enquiry after truth; if, an 
attachment to the Conititution of the Unit d States, and a 
conſcientious determination to fupport it, until it ſhall be 
altered by the judgments and wiſhes of the People, expreſſed 
in the mode preſcribed in it if, a reſpectful attention to 
the Conſtitutions of the individual States, and a conſtant 
caution and delicacy towards the State Governments; if, an 
equal an: impartial regard to the Rights, Intereſts, Honour 
and Happineſs of all the States in the Union, without prefer- 
ente or regard to a Northern or Southern. an Eaſtern or 
Weſtern poſition, their various political opinions on uneſſen- 
tial paints, or their perſonal attachments; if a love of vir- 
tuous men of all Parties and Denominations; if a love of 
Science and Letters, and a with to patronize every rational 
effort to encourage Schools, Colleges, Univerſities, Acade- 
mies, and every Inſtitution for propagating Knowledge, Vir- 
tue and Religion among all claſſes of the People: not only 
for their benign influence on the Happineſs of Life, in all its 
ſtages and claſſes, and of Society in all its forms; but as the 
only means of preſerving our Conſtitution from its natural 
Enemies, the Spirit of Sophiſtry, the Spirit of Party, the 
Spirit of Intrigue, the Profligacy of Corruption, and the 
Peſtilence of Foreign Influence, which is the Angel of Deſ- 
truction to Elective Governments; if a love of Equal Laws, 
of Juſtice and Humanity, in the interior Adminiſtration ; if 
an inclination to improve Agriculture, Commerce and Ma- 
nufactures for Neceſſity, Convenience and Defence; if a Spirit 
of Equity and Humonity towards the aboriginal Nations of 
America, and a diſpoſition to meliorate their condition,” by 
inclining them to be more friendly to us, and our Citizens 
to be more friendly to them; if an inflexible” determination 
to maintain Peace and Inviolable Faith, with all Nations, and 
that Syſtem of Neutrality and Impartiality, among the Belli- 
gerent Powers of Europe, which has been adopted by this 
Government, and o ſolemnly ſanctioned by both. Houſes of 
Congreſs, and applauded by the Legiſlatures of the States 
and the Public Opinion, until it ſhall be otherwiſe ordained 

by Congreſs ; if a perſonal eſteem for the French Nation, 
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-- 
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formed in a reſidence of 2 vers, chiefly: 
and a ſincere de ſirs to the friendſnip w 3 * 
ſo much for the honour and: intereſt of both Nations 
while the conſcious homnouùr and integrity of the Pede of 
America and the fa ry wee 1 ago 
energien muſt be n carneſt en to inveſti- 
gate every juſt cauſe aud remove every cclourable etence of 
complaint; if an intention to purſue, by amicable lation, 
a reparation for the Injuries that have been cominſtted on 
the Commerce of our Fellow. Citizens by whatever Nation; 
and if 1 . 2 
iſlature, tliat t conũdler, tw me 
—— — the Government and its; Conſti · 
tuents demand ; if a reſolution to do Iuſtiac s far as may 
depend upon me, at all times and ta all Nations, and main. 
taim Peace Friendſhip and Benevolence with all the World; 
if an unſhaken Confidence in the Honour, Spirit, and Re- 
ſources of the American People, on which I have ſo often 
pres my all, and never been deceij eil if, elevated indeas 
of th inies 2 and of my on duties 
toward N founded: on knowledge. of the moral Principles! 
and intellectual Improvements: of the Prople, deeply — 
* on my mind in catly life, and not obſcured. but 
Experience and Age Anil, with — . 
rence I feel it to be my duty to add, if, a veneration for 
Religion or a — who proteſs and call themſelves Chriſ- 
tians, and a fixed reſolution 7 Ion ns, for 
Chriſtianity, among the beſt recommendations the public ſer- 
vice—ican enable me, in any degree to comply with your 
withes, it ſhall be my ſtrenuous endeavour that this ſngacious 
injunction of the two-Houfes ſhall not be without effect. 

« With this great example before -me z- with the ſenſe — 
ſpirit, the faith and honour, the duty and intereſt of the 
tame American People pledged to ſupport the Conſtitution of 
the United States, I entertain no doubt of its continuance in 
all. its energy, and my mind 1s prepared, without heſitation, 
to lay myſelf under the moſt ſolemn obligations to n it, 
to the utmoſt of my power. 

« And may that Being, who is Supreme over All, the 
Patron of Order, the Fountain of Juſtice, and the Protector, 
in all ages of the World, of virtuous Liberty, continue his 
Blefling upon this Nation and irs Government, and give it 
all pofſible Succeſs and Duration, conſiſtent with the Ends of 
His Providence.” 

5 C 


them, 


. 5 


After. concluditlg hin ſpeech, the Picldens ended hon 
his ſeat to veceive his oath of offieei-frym: the Chiek;;Juſtice, 
who pronodnctd-qhe- fONowing conftimutiobal oath wich great 
ya 1 } which: WAS Tp n 
N can, at: wi 1 
Pre an Tus fr e ae ee andi-ovitle: 225 
beſt of my ability," preſerve, protect uni defend The canft- 
tution of the United States. 4 i 113 401 01 

Having :takenhis oath, the Preũdent again — his 
ſeat, and aſter nt 2 moment, role; bowed \to:>#he!: avs 

dience,and:xttired.: After him: follower. che Vice: rrſident 
[though not winhont a conteſt bet wirt the lite:RreGdent aud 
him with reſpect to Precedenca, the Former inſaſtintz 
the Vice · Prendent taking it, and h with, great reluctance» nes. 
coiving/ it). Afterwards followed;theanembers —— 
r P eee eee 
| {338 fr + 240 341834 

This ceremony and ſpoctac lo mnſt have affurded 
tislaction and delight ta every genuine Repuhlitan. . Lo be- 
hold a fellow citizen, raiſed by tlie voice of the Heople to 
be the Firſt Magiſtrate of a Free ation, and to ſer, at the 
: 2 he who lately filled the Preſadential Chain, attend 

the inauguration of, his ſueceſſur i aſſice, as N private 
; yn beautifully exemplined the fumplicity .and;excellence: 

2 ae Republican Syſtem, in uppoſition to hereditaryj ma- 
narchical governments, where all ia conducted by a ſem: po .Er. 
ful individuals, amidſt all the Pomp, Splendour and:Magni- 
ficence of Courts, independent of the Great Body of the 
People; and we think it may be juſtly aſked in the appro⸗ 
priate words of aur Firſt Citizen, M Bat other form e G 
wernment,' indeed, can fo well deſeruse aur gſttem and love 77 * 

The oath required by law was the ſame day adminiſtered, ; 
in preſence of the Senate of the United States, to THOMAS 
JEFFERSON, Vice-Preſident - of the. United States and 
Prefident of the Senate, when * too 1 chan _ _ 
dreffed them as follows : 2 

es Gentlemen of the Senate, TRY, 

Entering on the duties of the office to which I am por” 
ed, I feel it incumbent on me to apologize to this. honourable 
Houſe for the inſufficient manner in which I fear they may 
be diſcharged, At an earlier period of my life, and through 
| ſome conſiderable portion of it, I have been a member of 
legiſlative Bodies, and not altogether 8 tot the wag 
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of their proceedings; but much time has elapſed ſince that, 
. other duties have occupied my mind, and in a great degree 
it has loſt its familiarity with this ſubject. I fear that the 
Houſe will have but too frequent occaſion to perceive tlie 
truth of this acknowledgment. If a diligent attention, how- 
ever, will enable me to fulfil the functions now aſſigned me, 
I may promiſe that diligence and attention ſhall be ſedulouſ- 
ly employed, For one portion of my duty I ſhall engage 
with more confidence, becauſe it will depend on my will, and 
not on my capacity. The rules which are to goyern the 
proceedings of this Houſe, ſo far as they ſhall depend on me 
for their application, ſhall be appligd with the moſt rigorous 
and inflexible impartiality; regarding neither perſons, their 
view or principles, and ſeeing only the abſtratt propoſition 
ſubje& to my decifion. If in forming that diciſion, I concur 
with ſome and differ from others, as muſt of neceflity hap- 
pen, I ſhall rely on the liberality and candour of thoſe from 
whom I differ, to believe that I do it from pure motives. 

« I might here proceed, and with the greateſt truth, to 
declare my zealous attachment to the Conſtitution of the 
United States; that I conſider the Union of theſe States 
as the firſt of bleſſings, and as the firſt of duties the preſer- 
vation of that conſtitution which ſecures it; but I ſuppoſe 
theſe declarations not pertinent to the occaſion of entering 
into an office whoſe primary buſineſs is merely. to preſide 
over the forms of this Hoaſe; and no one more ſincerely 
prays that no accident may call me to the higher and more 
important functions which the conſtitution eventually de- 
volves on this office. Theſe have been juſtly confided to 
the eminent character which has preceded me here, whoſe 
talents and integrity have been known and revered by me 
through a long courſe of years, have been the foundation of 
a cordial and uninterrupted friendſhip between us, and I 
devoutly pray he may be long preſerved for the govern- 
ment, the happineſs and proſperity of our common coun- 
try.” he a 

The Senate, at the cloſe of the ſitting, adjourned with- 
out day. | | 
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